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To hold onto hope, we need to learn how to live with two contradictory thoughts at the
same time:

What I am experiencing is not what God has promised

AND

What God has spoken will absolutely be accomplished.

F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote, “The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two
opposed ideas in mind at the same time and still retain the ability to function.”

For hope to be strong, we don’t just need to hold two opposed ideas in our minds.
We need to embrace the complete truth of both ideas.

There cannot be an ounce of denial of the pain of the present.  It truly is as bad as I
think it is.  But there is equally a firm “nevertheless” we speak to ourselves in the face
of it.

The Christian posture is to look reality square in the face and hope in God.

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my
Savior.”  Habakkuk 3:17-18.

Two things really can be true at the same time.

Abraham’s body could be as good as dead and yet, God could give him a son.

God can be a god of judgment and a god of mercy at the same time.

God can sustain all things by his powerful word (Hebrews 1:3) and by his power, break
our strength (Psalm 102:23).

We mortals cannot reconcile these seeming contradictions. This is beyond our
understanding.

If you can hope in God while courageously facing the enormity of your current
seemingly hopeless situation, then you have a hope that can endure anything.  That is
the kind of hope the Lord desires for each of us.

What a testimony we have when we have absolutely no reason to hope, and yet we do.


