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More Ideas to Engage Your Community
Talk to your neighbors
Be willing to look our for one another’s children. Encourage a supportive spirit among 
parents in your community.

Mentor a new parent in your neighborhood

getting little or no support just a few months later. This can leave a parent feeling 
overwhelmed. Check in often with a new parent. Just holding or changing the baby 

Be a friend to the parents that you know
Ask how their children are doing. Ask them how they are doing! If a parent seems to 
be struggling, offer to baby-sit, run errands or lend a friendly ear. Remind them that 

Keep your neighbors safe
Offer to pick up your neighbors’ mail when they are out of town and let them know 
you can keep an eye on their home. When street lights burn out, report the outage to 
the city to avoid dark places in your neighborhood.

Distribute materials to educate and support families in public places
Parenting is tough work! It is important to let families know that you support the love, 
devotion and healthy discipline they offer their children. It’s also important to offer 

about parenting and child development on our website, preventchildabuseny.org.

Host an event for children
Inspire them to color pinwheels and post them in a public place. Arrange for the 
activity to be led by a childcare provider, allowing parents a break and the chance to 
enjoy conversation with other adults. 
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Plant a pinwheel garden in a community gathering place
Pinwheels are a sign of happy, carefree childhoods; the kind that every kid deserves to 
experience. Host a public event to launch the garden.  Invite local media or take photos 
and send them to your local newspaper along with a statement of your support. 

Decorate and sell $1 paper pinwheels
Post them in a visible location within public buildings or local stores. Challenge a 
neighboring community in a friendly contest to post the most!

Be a good role model
Parents are always looking for new parenting techniques and you can help provide 
them by setting a good example.

Be active in your community 
Developing play groups for new families at community centers, libraries or schools 
ultimately contributes to the well-being of children.

Volunteer your time
Start a parent support group, spend time mentoring a child, or volunteer at a local 
child-serving agency.

Ask your representatives to support funding and legislative initiatives for parent 
support and child abuse prevention programs. 

Remember ...
Anything that supports the children parents, grandparents and caregivers in your 
community helps strengthen families and reduce the likelihood of abuse. 


