an unprecedented need,
an unprecedented partnership

Of the 187 countries listed
in the United Nations Index
of Human Development,
Congo ranks 187.

3 out of 4 people
have no access to
clean water.

Congo rates in the
bottom eight countries
for acute malnutrition.

82,000 children under
the age of five die every
year due to malaria.

And yet, there is hope.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

POWERED BY

An unprecedented need.
The Covenant never takes the easy way. We
have always been willing to summon the
resolve needed to follow where God leads. By
walking together, what is unattainable becomes
attainable; what is formidable becomes doable;
what is out of reach becomes within our grasp.
And now we sense this inescapable call: to
stand with our Congolese friends to turn around
the most over-looked province in the neediest
country of the world.
It will take all of us. It will take more of what
we are already doing. And, it will take an
unprecedented partnership with our friends at
World Vision.
The Covenant has been involved in the isolated
and remote area of Congo known as the
Equateur Province since 1937. Today we stand
alongside our indomitable Congolese friends
who lead an expansive movement known as
the CEUM comprised of churches, hospitals,
medical clinics, schools, and micro-enterprise
initiatives.
The situation in Congo is both dire and hopeful.
Years of devastating war elsewhere in Congo
have decimated resources everywhere. It
reminds me of the Old Testament predicament
of the Hebrews in Egypt—it’s virtually impossible
to make bricks without straw.
But now stability is slowly returning. This is
the time to press forward. This partnership
with World Vision is about making sure our
Congolese friends have the straw they need.
Bringing together the CEUM, the Covenant,
and World Vision, we dared ask, “what might

just happen if we came
together as the body of Christ
in a bold partnership, and
pulled out all the stops for the
sake of a radically different
future for the children of
Congo, their families, and their
communities?” We dreamed. We did extensive
work around feasibility, scope, and scale. Most
importantly, we felt continuously drawn by the
Holy Spirit into the conviction that this is of
God.
The result: Covenant Kids Congo, powered
by World Vision. This is the first ever child
sponsorship program between World Vision
and an entire denomination. All 825 of our
congregations will have the opportunity to join
in. In addition to the spiritual work of the CEUM
congregations, this revolutionary joint venture
will result in community-identified initiatives
around clean water, nutrition, education, health,
and micro-enterprise that will benefit everyone,
while multiplying Congolese leadership for
replicating these efforts.
This is no quick fix. There are no handouts. This
is simply the way it is supposed to be: the body
of Christ coming together in a God-birthed
partnership to take on a God-sized challenge.
Together in Christ,

Gary B. Walter
President, Evangelical Covenant Church
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An unprecedented
partnership.
The Covenant and World Vision share a deep commitment to the
people of Congo. The Covenant has been in the remote Equateur
Province since 1937. Working alongside our Congolese friends, the work
(known as the CEUM) has grown to more than 1,600 congregations, 5
hospitals, 90 medical clinics, a school system serving 60,000 students,
and micro-enterprise projects. World Vision has been in other areas of
Congo for 40 years. Joining together in Equateur, this unprecedented
partnership will provide a “journey of transformation,” in addition to
the spiritual work carried out through the congregations of the CEUM.
This proven community development model for sustainable long-term
solutions is built on World Vision’s 60 years of experience building a
better world for children.

“

OUR GREATEST POWER TO CHANGE
THE WORLD IS RELEASED WHEN THE
WHOLE BODY OF CHRIST COMES
TOGETHER IN COLLECTIVE ACTION TO
ORGANIZE AND FOCUS ITS RESOURCES
TO LEAD A GOSPEL REVOLUTION.
Rich Stearns
President, World Vision United States

“

”

THE LOVE OF JESUS SHOWS UP
WHERE THERE IS DESPERATE NEED.
MAY WE BE FAITHFUL IN CONTINUING
TO FOLLOW WHERE GOD LEADS.

”

Rev. Karen Hallberg
Director of Mission Mobilization, Evangelical Covenant Church

The journey of transformation.
WATER
Forcing families to travel long distances to rivers and streams, lack of access to clean water often
prevents children from attending school and interferes with income-generating opportunities. Even
worse, it leaves families no choice but to use contaminated water that contributes to the spread
of disease. The program services communities by drilling new wells, protecting existing water
sources, and piping water from safe springs, helping to supply families with water for drinking,
cooking, bathing, and watering crops and livestock.

HEALTH & HYGIENE
Without access to proper healthcare or knowledge of basic hygiene, children are susceptible
to preventable, treatable diseases, and infants and pregnant mothers often don’t receive the
care they need to stay healthy. Health and hygiene measures include prenatal and natal care,
vaccinations and basic treatment for children, HIV-AIDS awareness trainings, and trainings to help
health workers and parents recognize and treat illnesses. Thanks to donations received through
our gifts-in-kind programs, this venture also helps keep local clinics well stocked with critical
medical supplies.

FOOD & AGRICULTURE
Droughts, floods, and insufficient resources often make it difficult for families to grow or buy
enough food. This program helps communities secure their own sources of year-round food by
equipping them with seeds, tools, and training in agriculture and animal husbandry. As a result,
communities are able to increase their production of meat, vegetables, and grains for healthy
diets. This program also helps improve food storage capabilities to equip families to survive
periods of drought.

EDUCATION & LITERACY
Educating children and families is critical for the future of a community. But in many areas,
limited resources and cultural practices keep children—particularly girls—from attending school.
Studies have shown that when girls obtain at least an eighth grade reading level, benefits to the
community include reduced mortality rates and increased per capita income. This venture partners
with local leaders to help parents learn about the importance of education, provide literacy training
for both children and adults, and equip communities to build schools and provide teachers.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
When hardworking but poor families increase their household incomes, the entire community
is strengthened. Micro-loans supply capital to the entrepreneurial poor, who then repay their
loans to a revolving loan fund. This program provides individuals to access micro-loans and small
business training, equipping them to improve their livelihoods and build self-governing community
structures.
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“

THIS IS WHAT WE CALL A REVIVAL
MOMENT. IF WE WILL COME TOGETHER,
WE WILL BE BETTER THAN BEFORE.
Rev. Dr. Mossai Sanguma
President, Covenant Church of Congo (CEUM)

”

Your church can make a difference today.

Now is the opportune time.
Relative stability following the ravages of civil strife
elsewhere in Congo means people can dream of a
different future. Together, we can help create that
future.
A need this big—an opportunity this important—
can only be accomplished by the Covenant at its best:
all of us pulling together to be found faithful to God’s
call on us.

All 825 congregations will have the opportunity to
make a real difference in turning around the most
overlooked province in the neediest country of the
world, by participating in a comprehensive child
sponsorship initiative throughout the Covenant.

As each household in your church sponsors a child for
$40 per month, they make it possible for communityidentified initiatives around clean water, nutrition,
education, health, and micro-enterprise that will benefit
everyone, while multiplying Congolese leadership for
replicating these efforts elsewhere in the region.
Here is the challenge: Today...
• Schedule a Hope Sunday to give your members the
opportunity to sponsor a child in Congo.
• Begin praying regularly for Congo.
• Stay up to date at CovChurch.org/
covenantkidscongo.
• Sponsor a child today at CovenantKidsCongo.org

“

ALL OF OUR CHURCHES AND THE
WORLD’S LARGEST CHRISTIAN RELIEF
ORGANIZATION, WORKING TOGETHER
FOR THE SAKE OF THE POOR—I’M
THRILLED TO BE PART OF THIS.
Rev. Ray Johnston
Pastor, Bayside Covenant Church

”

“

CHILDREN IN
CONGO ARE ON THE
EDGE OF LIFE AND
DEATH. THEY ARE
VULNERABLE, THEY
ARE INVISIBLE. GOD
CALLS US TO THE
LEAST OF THESE.

”

Rev. Curt Peterson
Executive Minister of World
Mission, The Evangelical
Covenant Church

For more information, visit
CovChurch.org/covenantkidscongo

“

SPONSORSHIP
WORKS. YOU MIGHT
BE SPONSORING
A CHILD, BUT THE
ENTIRE FAMILY
AND THE ENTIRE
COMMUNITY GET
BLESSED.

”

Rev. Robert Owens
Superintendent,
Southeast Conference

“

I’VE SEEN THE
NEED IN CONGO
FIRSTHAND. WE
CAN’T SIT BACK
AND DO NOTHING.
WE ARE ALL IN.
Rev. Gary Gaddini
Pastor, Peninsula
Covenant Church

”

