
St Bartholomew Pastoral Council  

Meeting Summary  

February 21, 2017 

  

Present: Father Timothy Ryan, Frank Mello, Linda Bouchie, Ray Dussault, Jane Peacock, Evan 

Shaw Mumford, Nancy Bojarski, Carol Kulpa, Kate Deasy, Kathy Gala and Mary Ann Coleman  

  

Absent: Father Marcin Pluciennik, Paul Lonnemann, Dick Borden, Dorothy Brindisi, Linda 

Alubicki-Freymuth 

  

I. Meeting Commenced at 7 PM (Location: Rectory)  

  

II. Fr. Tim led the Council in an Opening Prayer.  

  

III. Review and Acceptance of minutes for January, 2017.  

 

IV. Pastoral Planning updates: Fr Tim shared these timelines with the Council  

 For the diocese, changes, including Pastor and Deacon Assignments, will have 

been decided and communicated May 2017, then all changes should be in place 

August 2017.   

 Concerning St Bartholomew and St Bridget, we still need a Corporate/combined 

name. October 2016 brought changes to the Mass schedules, total of seven 

Masses to cover the two prayer sites. It appears to be a success. No lasting 

complaints Attendance is up in all Masses except the 7 AM.   December 2016 – 

February 2017 There were ongoing joint meetings to discuss various impacts of 

merging, topics of Staff, finances, Advisory Councils and Religious education.  

March –May 2017 Joint Parish Advisory Committee will form and meet monthly 

with Pastor.  June 2017 Proposed Celebration to commemorate being one 

combined entity.   Fall 2017 Roll out of combined Religious Education program. 

 

  

V. Parish Survey update: The Council is pleased with the latest version of the one page 

survey and feels it is good to launch.  However, Fr Marcin has now requested that we 

wait until after Easter for the launch, the Council members are in agreement to wait. 

 

VI. Social Media research: Evan reported a very encouraging view of how we could use the 

popular top three avenues of Social Media (face book, twitter and instagram) to engage 

young people and also their parents. Youth Ministry has been very active posting on face 

book and it definitely creates a stir.  Posts from winter retreats have viewed over one 

hundred times, with several likes and shares. Other ideas for future posts would be thing 



other than Youth Programs including Haiti fundraisers and the Men’s breakfast.  We 

want our Parish to advertise how active and vital it is. 

 

VII. FOCUS program: Paul had provided us with an overview document telling of a new 

initiative of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) that uses their campus 

model to help create Parish Missionaries to help strengthen Catholic churches.  Currently 

in Tulsa, OK, Arlington Heights IL, Charlotte NC and Denver CO.  Although we have 

not pursued this program formally, Jane shared that the Young Adult ministry that has 

recently come about is inspired by this very program.  Brett Montminy was part of the 

FOCUS program at UCONN and has returned to St Barts with real enthusiasm to connect 

the Young Adults. Together with Steve DiMotta and Steve Potyra this group has been 

meeting weekly for the past three months.  This is very encouraging news as this is part 

of the demographic that we want to foster love of the Church. 

 

VIII. New business:  Evan brought up the suggestion of bringing back use of collection plates 

during Masses.  Fr Tim said he would mention it to Fr Marcin. Frank mentioned the 

benefit of having a joint meeting of the Parish Councils.   

 

IX. Fr Tim led the Council in a closing prayer. 

 

X. The meeting Adjourned at 8:05 PM 

 

XI. The next Council meeting is Tuesday March 21, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Linda Bouchie 

Secretary 
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