
St Bartholomew Pastoral Council  

Meeting Summary  

October 25, 2016  

  

Present: Father Marcin Pluciennik, Paul Lonnemann, Mary Ann Coleman, Linda Bouchie,  

Kate Deasy, Frank Mello, Richard Borden, Dorothy Brindisi, Denise Bartlett, William Bartlett, 

Linda Alubick-Freymuth, Kathy Gala, Evan Shaw Mumford, Steve DiMotta  

  

Absent: Nancy Bojarski, Ray Dussault, Carol Kulpa  

  

I. Meeting Commenced at 7 PM (Location: Rectory)  

  

II. Fr. Marcin led the Council in Reflection and Opening Prayer.  

  

III. Review and Acceptance of minutes for September 20, 2016.  

  

IV. 2016/17 Pastoral Council Election - Newly elected members (Linda Bouchie, Kathy Gala 

and Evan Shaw Mumford) were congratulated and welcomed to the Council.  Also 

announced was Rosemary Fahey the 2016/17 Alternate.   

 

V. Executive board elections were then conducted.  Paul Lonnemann was nominated and 

voted Chairperson for a second year.  Frank Mello was nominated and voted Vice 

Chairperson and Linda Bouchie was nominated and voted Secretary.  

   

VI. Pastor Update - Fr Marcin directed the Council Members to Pastoral Planning 

summaries and the website http://www.stewardsfortomorrow.org. The Council was 

commissioned to develop solutions to address the trending decline in Sacraments over 

the past five years.  Data from the website suggests a demographic beneficial to target 

would be young adults and adults with young families (Age group 20-44). 

  

   Discussion began with varied focus.  

 Connectivity - Evan shared conversational feedback from his Confirmation class. 

How some teens feel St Bart’s is their second home and they feel safe, 

comfortable to be themselves among peers.  It is perceived that this continues 

into young adulthood. 

 Spirituality – Data shows that many people feel spiritual but not necessarily want 

to be part of an organized church 

 Stewardship - Fr Marcin cautioned that spiritual health is just part of the answer, 

Involvement via Ministries and Financial contributions are also necessary for the 

success of the parish    

 Setting Expectations - With just a noticeably small number of people actively 

involved in Ministries, contributing time or other resources.  Linda Bouchie 

brought up an idea that clear expectations should be expressed (from Mass 

http://www.stewardsfortomorrow.org/


attendance, participation in Sacraments, to Ministry and Financial contributions.) 

Then Parishioners can knowingly contribute what they deem worthy. 

 Community - Dorothy suggested that hosting speakers or other events would 

encourage people to return multiple times during the week. Dick Borden 

cautioned the point that “communities” are very different now than years past 

when all family activities revolved around the neighborhood church.   

 Subdivide Demographic – Truly, the age range from 20 to 44 is still too broad to 

treat as one large group. Paul suggested that more information be gathered in 

order to focus on the true breakdown of this group. 

 Overscheduled/Transient Families - Both Denise Bartlett and Kathy Gala shared 

stories of their kids’ young families and how these young parents are bombarded 

with life (responsibilities) and are running exhausted. Also statistics show young 

families are moving on average every 3 - 5 years. It is difficult for them to put 

down roots in a community.   

 Accessibility/Social Media - The young adult demographic is closely tied to Social 

Media.  Paul wants to consider ways to use this channel to attract and retain 

parishioners.  Fr Marcin reminded the Council that he started incorporating the 

“App” in the Sunday 5PM Mass (interactive with Readings and Prayers of the 

Faithful). Fr Marcin thinks it has been well received and Steve DiMotta (Youth 

Minister) “loves it”. Paul questioned more ways we could use other Social Media 

to attract and encourage church involvement. Evan agreed to help. 

 Survey – With the complexity of this demographic we would like to understand 

what they are looking for from the church and how to include them.  Paul 

suggested conducting a survey.  Denise Bartlett said something was done years 

ago and she has something on file that might be a good starting point. 

 

After getting many ideas on the table, Paul suggested we narrow down and decide on 3 

or 4 Focus topics in order to plan for the upcoming year. 

 

VII. Fr Marcin led the Council in a Closing prayer. 

 

VIII. The meeting Adjourned at 9:05 PM 

 

IX. The next Council meeting is Tuesday December 6, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Linda Bouchie 

Secretary 


