
ST. BARTHOLOMEW PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 24, 2016 

PRESENT: FATHER MARCIN; PAUL LONNEMANN; KATE DEASY; RAY DUSSAULT; FRANK MELLO; NANCY 

BOJARSKI;  RICHARD BORDEN; THOMAS ROBINSON; LINDA BOUCHIE; DENISE BARTLETT; JEN AREL; 

LAUREN AREL;  DOROTHY BRINDISI;  ANDY BRINDISI;  WILLIAM BARTLETT; SANDY OUELLETTE; LOU 

OUELLETTE;  WILLIAM HOCH 

ABSENT:  LINDA ALUBICK-FREYMUTH; CAROL KULPA; MARY ANN COLEMAN 

 

I. MEETING COMMENCED AT  7:00 p.m. 

 

II. OPENING PRAYER 

 

III. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 2016 

 

IV. MONTHLY EVANGELICAL MEETINGS – “What you missed” 

 

a. Council members who attended sessions to transmit information concerning these 

meetings to Paul. 

 

b. Postcard never got mailed.  Letter, however, was mailed, and seems to have been a very 

effective means of attracting people to the sessions. 

 

c. Andy noted that the billboard was not especially effective; hard to read the message, 

not clear on what, where, when and how event would take place. Concerning the 

monthly evangelical meetings, Andy again stressed the need to gather feedback from 

people as to why they came to the meeting(s). 

 

 

d. Concerning the monthly evangelical meetings, Andy again stressed the need to gather 

feedback from people as to why they came to the meeting(s). 

 

e. Next session will be June 20, 2016.  Topic:  Church’s teachings on marriage.  Mention 

made of a Father Brunetta. 

 

 

 

 



V. PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTION.   Paul distributed document and reviewed timetable for 

nomination process. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Lauren Arel was asked to speak to the council concerning the involvement or lack 

thereof of young adults in the Church. 

She offered that among the reasons that young people leave the Church include: 

1. Not connecting to priests 

2. Homilies considered irrelevant 

3. Old fashioned and aging priesthood 

4. Church’s stance on social issues (Church viewed as judgmental and unloving) 

5. Relocation after college; lack of connection 

Lauren also offered suggestions of ways to help people come back: 

1. Participation in peer ministry 

2. Reunions 

3. Social media – e.g. instagrams 

4. Getting and keeping involved with campus ministries at college 

5. Pot luck dinner for all of Manchester to include people from all parishes; not 

necessarily religiously themed at the outset, then build up thematically 

6. Get information about Church’s position on various issues. 

Andy asked if we identified colleges where students are heading to make student more aware of 

programs at those schools 

Denise suggested that Lauren send a personal letter to graduating seniors to speak to 

opportunities to participate in Church after high school 

Jen suggested hosting some type of alumni activity for college students to come back; Ray 

offered the possibility of an alumni Mass with breakfast. 

Denise stressed the need for the council to develop and implement a plan of action on this 

critical item. 

There was consensus that an individual named Nate Au Young could be an excellent resource in 

moving forward this item. 

 

 

 



At Paul’s urging, Jen Arel would ascertain a prototype or working model for how this idea could 

be advanced; Lauren would reach out to Nate; Paul would convene a subcommittee during the 

summer months to address this important work.   Jen emphasized that the subcommittee needs 

to have young people on it, not just council members. 

Linda Bouchie volunteered to serve on this subcommittee. 

One final suggestion was to invite young alumni to MJ’s Farewell concern on June 5, 2016. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

No new business 

 

VIII. PASTOR’S UPDATE 

a. Project for the work in the sanctuary to commence June 6, 2016 and should take 

approximately 2 weeks.   The project is coming in substantially under budget:  original 

estimate of $24,000 may actually cost approximately $13,000. 

b. Mentioned the engagement of a new leader for the youth ministry whose identity 

would be shared with parents and students first.  Father stressed that the youth 

ministry program would progress as an “evolution not revolution.” 

c. Father would like to raise additional funds to support the youth ministry. 

d. There will be needed repairs made to the rectory to address leaky pipes, among other 

items.  Cost:  approx. $5,000. 

e. Possible changes afoot concerning the Mass schedules.   More information forthcoming 

at later date. 

f. Father reported that there would soon be 28 position changes within the Archdiocese.  

More information to be shared later. 

g. Father encouraged us to pray that the changes will be “for the good of the people”. 

h. Father reported that 60% of his brother priests are struggling with some form of 

substance abuse issues. 

i. Suggestion made to include a youth member on the pastoral council. 

 

 

IX. CLOSING PRAYER 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT AT 8:55 

 

XI. Next Meeting September 20, 2016 

 

 


