
St. Bartholomew Pastoral Council 

Meeting Summary 

March 24, 2015 

 
 

Attendance: Fr. Stephen; Andy and Dorothy Brindisi; Tom Robinson; M.J. Tomsic;  

Bill Hoch; Kate Deasy; Jolanta Krach; Richard Borden; Paul Lonnemann; Judy Bigda; 

Ellen Dougan; Kevin Weekes, Leo Luciani; Sandra Ouellette 

 

The meeting opened at 7 pm with prayer and reflection. 

 

The minutes from the February 24 meeting were approved.  

 

The Council agreed it was time for a new parish directory. It could be planned for one or 

both parishes.  There was a question if a digital copy could be put on the parish web site. 

A problem with posting all the information and including children was brought up. 

However, a digital CD could be made available to parishioners who wished to have a 

copy.  Fr. Stephen informed us the company could provide a mobile directory 

application. For the homebound, representatives of the company could visit them to 

photograph them for the directory.  Since the directories are free to families with the hope 

they would purchase family photos separately, a suggestion was made to have a food 

drive at the same time to benefit MACC.  It was thought that most people would want a 

photo book.  Judy offered to undertake this project and to go to the parish to do research 

on their preferences, etc. 

 

For welcoming new parishioners, Paul explained the outline he wrote up.  An individual 

or group could provide guidance to new parishioners using one approach. For inactive 

parishioners, we would need a different approach.  Helping someone nearby to you was 

one avenue mentioned.  Judy spoke with Paul about Eucharistic Ministers helping in this 

effort, but it goes back to the same people being active.  The personality of one to 

welcome others is very important. We may need to flesh out details, number of people 

needed and design a “job description”.  Ellen suggested a survey of parishioners, new to 

the parish in the last five years or less, for suggestions on welcoming.   

 

Ellen discussed the timing of a ministry fair and it was agreed the best time would be in 

the fall when people come back fresh from the summer.   

 

Ushers and greeters were needed for Easter Sunday Masses, and Dorothy and Andy 

offered to contact people to do that. Nametags saying “Usher” or “Greeter” with their 

names was suggested. The people who signed up for Christmas could be contacted for 

Easter. In addition, sign-up sheets will be available at the church entrances. 

 

The volunteer ministry coordinator could be a person or a committee.  Some questions to 

address are what are the needs of various ministries, for instance Children’s Liturgy. 

Maybe leaders of various ministries would have a better connection to the staff.   
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Fr. Stephen suggested we put things in the bulletin so people know what’s going on in the 

parish with regard to ministries.   

 

Fr. Stephen also updated us on the CRHP Retreat, stating it went very well. There were 

25 men on retreat. They slept in the classrooms. Meals were prepared each day. Every 

man had a positive experience, and all felt the retreat was accessible.  Other parishioners 

gave the retreat. It was a faith experience. There may be a second men’s retreat as early 

as this fall. Probably 25 is the maximum number for the retreat plus the team, which 

makes close to 40.   

 

Facility improvements:  We had a copper thief. People came, apparently in the middle of 

the night, and stole copper fittings off the church roof. Roofers are in the process of 

repairing the damage. 

 

The new sound system is up and running. Speakers were mounted, at a certain height, on 

boards at the front sides of the church. Jane was checking last weekend to see where the 

sound was good.  The system is all computerized. People are responding that they can 

hear where they were not previously able to hear in the church.   

 

Work was in progress on the new sign. They had one quote.  It was a good design.  They 

will check with another two companies to have them give estimates.   

 

Jim Aldrich will be doing the front area.   

 

Fr. Stephen asked a young man who attends St. Bart’s regularly what people in his age 

range (20-something) like in a mobile application. This young man came up with a 

mobile app for Fr. Stephen to consider.   

 

Jolanta told us a beautiful story and this was our closing prayer. 

 

 

Sandy Ouellette 

Secretary 


