
St. Bartholomew Pastoral Council 

Meeting Summary 

February 24, 2015 

 
 

Attendance: Fr. Stephen; Bill Bartlett; Denise Bartlett; Dorothy and Andy Brindisi; Kate 

Deasy; Tom Robinson; Ray Dussault; Paul Lonneman; Kevin Weekes; Mary Ann 

Coleman; Jolanta Krach; Leo Luciani; Ellen Dougan; Sandra Ouellette 

 

The meeting opened at 7 pm with prayer and reflection. 

 

Since Jean Aldrich resigned due to other commitments, Ray Dussault has agreed to take 

her place and finish her term.    

 

The minutes from the December 2 meeting were discussed and it was suggested that we 

concentrate on two aspects of welcoming people to St. Bart’s.   The first aspect is 

welcoming new families to the parish and helping them by answering any questions they 

may have, to help them make connections with other parishioners, and to enable them to 

participate in various parish ministries, as they wish to do so.   The second aspect is 

welcoming people as they come into the church for worship. That includes being aware 

that they might have requests from where the bathroom is located to where to donate 

items for MACC, for instance.   

 

Paul Lonnemann offered to contact Judy Bigda who had offered to work with the Parish 

Office to welcome new parishioners.  He likened this welcoming to what he called 

onboarding with new employees in companies where he’s worked.  Personal contact is 

made and continued to help acquaint new families with other parishioners and church 

functions.  A social occasion like a wine and cheese evening and/or welcoming package 

being personally delivered were also suggested. Other suggestions were meeting the staff 

and learning of opportunities for volunteering. Also, they might receive occasional email 

messages from St. Bart’s.   

 

In welcoming people at weekend Masses, we discussed wearing greeter pins and/or Ask 

Me buttons. Also suggested were:  a sign-in book for visitors; welcoming new people at 

weekend Mass, and perhaps ask them to stand.  Regular parishioners need to be aware of 

those around them and offer a welcome to those who are new to them.  Offering a 

blessing to those not receiving communion is another form of inclusion and welcoming.   

 

A person is needed to oversee greeters, to be sure Masses are covered, to promote 

greeting as a ministry.  Signs for the parking lot entrance and handicapped entrance were 

suggested since we have several entrances to the church building.  Greeters are primarily 

needed for the parking lot entrance and to include the handicapped entrance. Eucharistic 

Ministers greet in the front entrance of the church. Our priests are also doing a great job 

of greeting before Masses.   

 

Ellen mentioned she would plan a ministry fair after Easter. 
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Future projects might be preparing Fr. Hussey Hall to be a gathering place.   

 

Sunday evening Mass is seriously being considered to see if it would serve a need for 

many who have weekend athletic commitments with their children during the mornings.  

It was discussed and the thought was the Mass would be celebrated at one parish all the 

time to avoid confusion. This would present an opportunity for blending of ministries. 

 

New projects mentioned were the church front entrance – adding a curved sidewalk for 

easy entrance. It is anticipated the work will be done late spring, when the weather 

permits.  The phone systems crashed after 15 years and they needed to replace it. There is 

a new roof leak (as of this meeting).   

 

The sound system will be started as soon as Jane returns, since she wanted to be here 

when it was done.   

 

Jane discussed challenges to having more musicians. They would include more of her 

time to transpose music and that would cost the church more as well.   

 

Fr. Stephen spoke about the Archbishop’s new initiative for pastoral planning for the 

parishes in the archdiocese. There has been no pastoral planning prior to this at the 

Archdiocesan level. Decisions were always reactionary.  Archbishop Blair wants to plan 

around future of the Archdiocese, a three to five year plan. 

 

The meeting closed with prayer at 8:35 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Ouellette 

Secretary 

 


