
Pastoral Council Meeting Summary 
St. Teresa of Calcutta 

January 20, 2018 
 
In attendance: Rev. Marcin P. Pluciennik, Steve Surprenant, Kate Deasy, Kelly Knotts, Marianne 
Policastro, Toni Mazurek, Evan Shaw Mumford, Linda Bouchie, Carol Kulpa, Rosemary Fahey, Dorothy 
Brindisi, Kathy Gala and Brooks Kay 
 

I. Welcome and Opening Prayer  
- The meeting commenced at 9:05 AM (Location: St. Bartholomew – Father Hussey Hall) 

  - Steve shared a reflection then led the Council in an Opening Prayer 
 

II. Pastoral Council Meeting Summary Review   The meeting summary of St Teresa of Calcutta Pastoral 

Council (12/2/2017) was approved as circulated. 

 

III. Old Business  
        -  Adoration during Lent – To coordinate with the additional Confession schedule during Lent, 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be held at St Bridget Church on Mondays. 
 

IV. New Business 
- Parishioner concern brought to Council members – Flu Season with the concern of spreading 

germs.  It is recommended that for the rest of this flu season (until April/May) that the chalice not be 
offered and that a smile and wave are most appropriate for the sign of Peace.  Fr. Marcin reminded the 
Council and will instruct the other Priests to further explain that “the whole and entire Christ and the 
true sacrament are received under either species”. So, a person receives the fullness of grace of the 
sacrament whether just receiving the Sacred Host or the Precious Blood alone. 

-Question about October Count – Historically counts are taken at October Masses for planning 
and to submit to the Archdiocese statistics.  Although this past October numbers were affected by 
inclement weather.  We are seeing an optimistic trend at all Masses (ranging from stable to increasing 
or full) 

-Pastoral Planning “Phase 2” – Fr Marcin is one of eight Priests involved on this new committee.  
The serious reality is in the next three years, 20 Priests will be retiring compared to the expected 4 
Priests to be ordained.   The team is discussing possible solutions including recruiting foreign Priests and 
having the Archdiocese invest time and resources creating Catholic Houses at Connecticut Universities 
and Colleges to encourage young men to become Priests.  

- Personnel – Diane Gluhosky has turned in her resignation.  A farewell reception is planned for 
her after the 5:30 Mass on Saturday January 27, 2018.   Fr Marcin said going forward the position may 
be split into Office Manager and Operations. 

- New look for some Masses – Plans are underway for the Sunday 5 PM Mass.  It is proposed to 
move from St Bridget to St Bartholomew as a lead in for Confirmation classes and other youth activities. 
It will be very different (appealing to the youth and hopefully more) using multimedia screens and 
singing contemporary music with a live band (Fr Marcin agreed to play bass/guitar).   

There is also interest in a Latin Mass.  Although there are no immediate plans are in the works, 
we need to be open to the idea, other Parishes are demonstrating great attendance with Latin Masses.  
 
 
 



V. Education 
Fr. Marcin has asked Steve to lead the parish in the creation of a new Mission Statement and a 

new Vision Statement.  These documents will then lead to the creation of a Parish Strategic Plan.  Steve 
reviewed the basic elements of a Mission Statement and a Vision Statement with the Council.  Much of 
the next Council meeting (March) will be dedicated to a discussion on this topic. 

 
Closing Prayer We adjourned the meeting at 10:30 am, with a prayer. 

 
Future Meetings:   
Saturday, Mar. 17, 2018 
Saturday, Jun. 9, 2018 
 
(All meetings are held from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Parish Education and Meeting Center at St. 
Bartholomew Church.) 
 
 


