
Saint Teresa of Calcutta Pastoral Council Summary Notes 

Saturday, 1 June 2019, Education and Meeting Center 

Saint Bartholomew Church 

Meeting Summary  
 

 

In attendance:  

Rev. Marcin P. Pluciennik, Steve Surprenant, Marianne Policastro, Nancy 

Bojarski, Dorothy Brindisi, Linda Bouchie, Carol Kulpa, Kelly Knotts, Kate 

Deasy, Joan Gleason, Toni Mazurek,  

Also Matthew Collins – Seminarian joined.   

 

Absent:   

Dick Borden, Rosemary Fahey, Evan Shaw-Mumford, Matt Ryan 

 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting Summary Review – Approved after one correction: 

update “the school” rather than “the church” has roof issue.   

   

Old Business 

Roof:  Selecting different quotes for pricing and materials. 

 

New Business: 

Parishioner Suggestions/Comments  

 

Father commented we are blessed to have a first vocation, Brett Montminy.  Brett 

will be entering into the Salesians, he will likely be stationed in the US.  His first 

path is to be a Brother.   

 

Parish Picnic was suggested as a good way to bring the community together.  

Father said we would need someone to take the lead but he is open to considering 

having one.   

 

The name of the hall was raised again.  A suggestion to call it Imago Dei (Image of 

God) was suggested.  This item will stay on the list as an opportunity for the right 

time/moment to evaluate a change and then determine a process to determine the 

name.  When the time is right, we would want to include others in the potential 

names and decisions.   

Election of Officers 



Marianne Policastro will serve as Parish Council Chairperson.   

Linda Bouchie will serve as Vice-Chairperson 

The position of Secretary remains open.   

 

The Parish Council is planned for a total of 12, and should have staggering terms.  

Joan has decided she will not continue thus leaving the current number at 12.  

Starting in September, each member should evaluate where they are in their service 

and when their term will end.   

 

An Archdiocesan Synod Update was provided.  

They met in March for a gathering, about 200 people, 2 speakers presented.  

One was a historian of the Catholic Church in CT and the second was a 

speaker to cover the Synod.  Next week is the second meeting and in 

October will be a weekend session.  The participants have been reading the 

Joy of the Gospel, the Catechism and have been asked to devote a Holy 

Hour of Prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament.  Parish delegate and 

current Council member Kelly Knotts is open to ideas.  We can also contact 

Joe Wik as the second parish delegate.  GO and Grow website is available 

for other information. 

The Archbishop called this to provide input on the direction of the diocese.  

Similar to a strategic plan at the diocesan level. 

 

 

Updates were provided on a number of Staff Transitions 

Welcomed Mathieu Isaac will be joining.  He was born in Haiti, was 

educated in France from the Dominicans, he’s been a priest 5-6 years.  He is 

first African American parochial vicar across both churches.  This is a year 

long assignment but could be longer.  Father Marcin is looking for someone 

who will be a strong advocate to grow the parish. 

 

Starting August 1st – Sandi Smith will join.  Previously was the Catholic 

Campus Minister of University of Hartford, she will be the leader of 

education on the parish side, focus on Young people/couples.  She will 

collaborate with the school.  Her husband is a pilot and her kids are grown.  

She will be active in the moving forward with the strategic plan.   

Alison Fusaro and Steve DiMotta have both resigned.  Alison is changing 

careers, she will pursue her career in psychology.  Steve will also be leaving 

after 12 years.  There will be a plan for redesign and search for both a Full-

time position of K-Confirmation and part-time youth minister (outside of 

teaching).    



 

Religious Education process will be evaluated to structure differently. 

Classes will be before and after 10 am mass.  Children’s choir will be every 

other week.  5 mass will be youth. 10 will be family mass.  Choir will be 

weekly at mass.  Consider mobility challenges of the choir going to the choir 

loft.   

New approach will be structured around six-week sessions on a subject tied 

to the gospel including themes including songs.  It will be tied to all groups 

leveraging the Church of Nativity rebuild (Fr. Michael White).   

 

Alexis will be hired for Sundays with a kiosk for questions/concerns after 

mass.  Masses will have the same messages with continuity 

 

Additional transformation updates included: 

There had been some talk about mass schedule changes but now we have 2 

priests and can continue to evaluate.   

Change continues to be hard. Living under two roofs has been a challenge to 

build community. Focus should be on utilizing the space in the best ways. 

Most people are looking for convenient times not buildings. Focus on 

making the Mass experience a good experience. 

Daily mass will continue to be in both species.   

 

Father raised a sensitive concern he is addressing.  He was advised to consider the 

implication (internal and external) on any actions.  Consideration should be given 

to the press, community and social media outlets before any course of action is 

taken.   

 

 

Steve Suprenant has graciously agreed to take notes at the September meeting 

while we await someone to step forward as the secretary.   

 

 Meeting ended with a closing prayer led by Matt Collins 

 

Next Meeting:  September 14, 2019  

All meetings are held in the Parish Education and Meeting Center 

from 9:00 am  – 10:30 am. 


