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This year brought many changes to Mission Basilica 

School. We have much to share that brings excite-

ment. Our staff has many new additions. Other new 

faces have joined us as well in the form of teach-

ers, parents and children. I also welcomed a new 

Mission child into my own family as I recently gave 

birth to a healthy baby boy.

 Last year, we enjoyed the celebration of our own 

Father Junipero Serra becoming a saint. The eyes 

of the world momentarily focused on our state and 

school which touched the hearts of our children. 

They shared in the experience by watching the event 

in Philadelphia through a live feed in our gymnasium. 

It was such a valuable, community building event for 

all the students, parents, faculty, and staff.

 We launched our Transitional Kindergarten pro-

gram in the fall of 2015. This new class helps real-

ize the school’s ongoing commitment to educate 

the whole child and brings a more well-rounded 

approach to the formative years.

 From preschool through eighth grade, our school 

prepares our students for high school and beyond. 

Through the leadership of the Diocese of Orange, we 

are advancing STRREAM which combines the disci-

plines of a STEM program focused on science, tech-

nology, engineering and math with the more tradi-

tional components of religion, reading and art.

 It is my sincere hope that, United in Christ, we will 

move forward together with these many advance-

ments in our school and continue to be focused on 

our community’s binding faith.  

Yours in Christ,

Alycia Beresford

-watching the canonization of saint junipero serra

Welcome



Our school logo honors our connection to Saint Junipero Serra. 

The logo calls to mind Saint Serra’s order with the crossed arms of 

St. Francis of Assisi and our Savior Jesus Christ. They are folded 

protectively before the Mission Basilica bell tower, an iconic image 

that calls us to prayer and strengthens us in faith.

 We are privileged to incorporate elements of the Mission Basilica 

coat of arms. The use of the Papal insignia shows the connection 

between the Holy See and our church, designated as a Basilica by 

Pope John Paul II. The waters reflect the first sacrament of Holy 

Baptism, which welcomes our children into the household of the 

Church. Above the tower are the familiar Cliff Swallows that play a 

legendary role in the history of our mission and school.

 This symbolism shows how we are United in Christ and share 

together in discovering our faith and love of learning. The students 

are guided together in the exploration of the physical world and in 

devotion to the spiritual. They excel in all aspects of their education 

and faith. Progress and change are evident on campus, in the many 

advancements of the STEM, Science and Technology programs.



The study of the Catholic faith is an integral part of 

Mission Basilica School. A unique approach to faith 

study is the formation of Faith Families. The students 

are each part of a special family throughout their 

Mission career. The Faith Family groups get together 

once every month. They pray and learn together as a 

whole. Each family is comprised of one student from 

each grade level with an eighth grade student as the 

leader or parent of the family. Every month there is 

a new activity prepared by faculty and teachers. The 

activity changes with the season and focuses on the 

Catholic celebrations during that particular time 

period. It is a wonderful way to build lasting friend-

ships across the grades. It is also important for stu-

dents to learn how to interact with other children of 

varying ages and to socialize.

 This year the school introduced a new religion 

series titled Christ our Life. This series is very engag-

ing and practical both in class and with the resources 

provided through an online application that stu-

dents may access on their iPads. The textbook is very 

appealing with many opportunities to work in an 

artful and interactive way. The Christ our Life website 

Another avenue of teaching is through 

the development of faith-filled leaders. 

Every aspect of the student experience 

ought to contribute to this formation. 

Our goal is to nurture students who faith-

fully live the Gospel message by uncover-

ing those individuals’ unique gifts to be used 

in the service to Christ.

 Our well-established cantor program is one 

such opportunity for our eighth grade students. 

Reserved for the most musically talented and 

dedicated students, it is an honor and a privilege for 

them to lead every week at our school celebration of 

the Mass. Students that have demonstrated a deep 

commitment to their faith meet weekly to rehearse 

three-part harmonies, learn advanced vocal tech-

nique, and explore the scriptural meanings of the 

words being sung.

 This focus on leadership allows students to learn 

in a distinctive way. Teachers and staff support these 

lessons with individual rehearsal and coaching which 

builds confidence and character.

offers interactive quizzes and games our students 

use on Smart Boards to help them with each chap-

ter. All faculty and staff members are joined together 

in the desire to teach the Catholic faith and explore 

that faith in dynamic ways. Students have appreci-

ated this fresh approach to religion.

 Campus Ministry, in its’ second year, is another 

popular program at the school. The Campus Ministry 

workshops and meetings encourage our older stu-

dents, in grades five through eight, to be enthusiastic 

about their faith. Students learn how to serve others 

and are offered many new ways to become more 

focused on their spiritual life. Directed by Gonzalo 

Miranda, the Parish Youth Minister, our Campus 

Ministry program meets twice a month during the 

lunchtime hour. This relatable program shares ways 

the students can live a more Christ-centered life. 

Students work cooperatively in teams, participate 

in group discussions, and complete different faith-

based activities designed to involve students and 

promote a closer relationship with the Lord. This 

program builds a bridge between the popular middle 

school Edge program at the Parish and the school 

while offering our students a different way to learn 

about their faith and their place within the dedicated 

family of Catholics that call the mission home.

“. . . students can live a more 
Christ-centered life.”

“Our goal is to nurture 
students who faithfully live 

the Gospel message. . .”

Strengthened
by
Faith

Leading
the
Way
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We offer exceptional academics from pre-

school through eighth grade. Students in 

all grades receive a rigorous curriculum that 

includes art, music, physical education, and 

Spanish. This year we enhanced our STRREAM 

Program (Science, Technology, Reading, Reli-

gion, Engineering, Arts, and Music).

 Continuing in the direction of progressive 

learning, two new mobile Chromebook com-

puter labs were added. These portable com-

puter laboratories are essential in providing 

our students with advanced academics using 

familiar technology.

 Additionally, a new religion series has been 

expanded to all grade levels. Being intro-

duced in grades four and five is the My Math 

curriculum which teaches math by reason-

ing out the problems. As we reach the higher 

grades, there are many exciting opportunities 

for enrichment. Supplementing the middle 

school curriculum is a Middle School Junior 

Entrepreneur Program and the wildly popular 

Fast-pitch Competition.

 Each year, students are tested with the 

Renaissance Learning STAR Assessment. This 

assessment measures students’ scores in rela-

tion to the California Assessment of Student 

Performance and Progress (CAASPP). The 

2015-2016 assessments resulted in all stu-

dents in the third through eighth grades plac-

ing above the state grade level proficiency in 

Math and English. The graph below shows that 

each grade surpassed the state proficiency 

standards in English. We are proud of the work 

shown in these scores. Our faculty is dedi-

cated to utilizing this data to help tailor future 

curriculum standards to continue to progress.

Mission Basilica
School

*Approximately equivalent to the proficiency on the CAASPP given in the spring.

2016  State
Proficiency Test *

 This year, music and art are being offered at 

grade levels pre-kindergarten through eighth. 

Music and art enrichment add to each stu-

dent's comprehensive school experience. The 

new art teacher also chaired a fabulous art 

show of student work allowing all students in 

the school to present a piece of art they had 

created. Afterschool programs are offered in 

voice, piano, archery, cooking, golf, reading 

enrichment and many more topics of interest.  

Music and art enrichment 
add to each student's 

comprehensive 
school experience.

By the eighth grade 
students are well above 
grade level proficiency.

Excellence in Academics



All grades are beginning to implement the Next 

Generation Science Standards, (NGSS) which have 

been adopted by the state of California. These stan-

dards include the integration of scientific explana-

tions and the practices needed to engage in scien-

tific inquiry and engineering design. These principles 

were developed by scientists, professors of higher 

education, and industrial employees in contrast to 

the Common Core standards which were developed 

by government agencies.

 In addition to incorporating STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) into all aspects 

of the school’s science curriculum, key points of the 

NGSS shift the focus from memorizing scientific 

facts to undertaking direct scientific experimenta-

tion. Students spend more time discovering for them-

selves. They use evidence-based reasoning and prac-

tices used by scientists and engineers, which play a 

critical role in comprehension.

 Last year, the middle grades transitioned from the 

California Science Standards and are now fully imple-

menting the NGSS. This year, the lower grades have 

The science program provides students with an 

engaging curriculum. For kindergarten through fifth 

grade this is provided through Teachers’ Curriculum 

Institute. Our science program is a highly interac-

tive, online program aligned with the NGSS. The cur-

riculum includes online instructional materials for 

teachers and students. The science text is acces-

sible online as well as in textbooks. Videos are 

embedded in the curriculum to help make 

ideas and concepts come alive. Students have 

notebooks to record results from in-class 

activities and investigations.

 The middle school has an activi-

ty-based curriculum which also aligns 

with the NGSS. Concepts are taught 

through these activities as well as 

through lectures and audio-visual 

resources. School-wide and grade-

level STEM activities are imple-

mented within the science pro-

gram. Our goal is to make science 

dynamic for all students.

also begun implementing the same standards. We 

have incorporated STEM lessons into all areas of sci-

ence. Each month, we have a day of STEM challenges 

for students of all grades. Everyone has a chance to 

practice their engineering skills. A problem is pre-

sented and students must choose materials, devise 

an appropriate solution, build it, test it, and make the 

changes necessary to improve their design.

 Coding is being taught in Technology class, and 

there is also an after-school Robotics class avail-

able to students. Members of the Robotics team 

design and build their own exclusive robot. Once 

the robot is complete, they learn 

to program their robots so that 

they can be driven remotely. 

Our school team then com-

petes in local tournaments as 

part of the South County VEX 

IQ Robotics League. This gives 

the students a real world test of 

their STEM skills.

“STEM is incorporated
into all aspects of the 

science curriculum.”

"Our goal is to make 
science dynamic. . ."

Universal ScienceFuture Driven STEM



The Athletic Program consists of competitive 

team sports and has been an integral part of 

Mission Basilica School for more than thirty 

years. Open to students of all skill levels, our 

goal is to encourage teamwork while instilling 

a love of physical activity. We promote healthy 

competition, but focus on the importance of 

players’ efforts and personal accomplishments 

above all. Coached by parent volunteers, stu-

dents in fifth through eighth grades participate 

in flag football, volleyball, basketball, track, and 

soccer through the Parochial Athletic League. 

Younger grade students have the opportunity 

to participate in track as well.

 All pre-kindergarten through eighth grade 

students attend physical education classes 

twice a week. The classes incorporate activities 

that are active and academic. Wellness con-

cepts are discussed as well. Students engage in 

physical activity for eighty minutes each week 

in a physically and emotionally safe environ-

ment. All students are offered opportunities 

to learn, practice, and master a wide range of 

diverse skills appropriate to each grade level.

 Kindergarten through fifth grade curriculum 

focuses on general space and movement pat-

terns. Learning by progression ensures each 

child receives personal instruction.  Students 

have the opportunity to feel the joy that results 

from learning new abilities. They are given the 

freedom to use and explore physical expres-

sion through movement. Students are taught 

proper form and technique for generalized 

skills such as throwing, catching, kicking, and 

dribbling. At this age, physical activity is a great 

way to encourage the pillars of character such 

as kindness, courtesy, encouragement, respect, 

responsibility, and self-control.

 The curriculum in grades six through eight 

is more vigorous as students are expected to 

develop and maintain the five components of 

fitness.  These components are aerobic capacity, 

muscular strength, muscular endurance, flex-

ibility, and body composition. Through qual-

ity instruction, students develop sport-spe-

cific skills, rhythmic competency, and social 

skills. The upper grades are also exposed to 

many partner related and group challenges that 

require problem-solving skills, communication, 

and the use of social values. Fundamental skills 

are assessed throughout the year and prog-

ress is made through activities at an appropri-

ate pace.  Motor skills, cognitive learning, and 

social abilities are also addressed.

 All grades participate in traditional dance 

performances.  These are practiced during 

their physical education classes. Through 

dance, students learn how to move to music 

and express themselves in ways that other 

activities do not provide. The dances teach 

students about cultural awareness.  The danc-

ers learn together through cooperation in pairs, 

small groups, and then with the entire class. 

The dance units help to develop and enhance 

students’ rhythmic and movement skills. 

Following the California standards, the physi-

cal education program works to instill lifelong 

fitness and healthy habits in all students.

“We encourage teamwork
and a love of

physical activity.”

“The physical education 
program works to instill 

lifelong fitness. . .”

a boys football
a boys basketball—Champion of the Vince Lombardi Invitational Tournament
a girls basketball—PAL Small School League ChampionUNDEFEATED

-The Arch of Our mid-century gymAthletics on Campus



The pre-kindergarten and transitional kindergar-

ten programs allow early learners to grow while 

being introduced to the teachings of the Catholic 

Church. Our students enjoy becoming a part of the 

long standing traditions of the Historic Mission com-

munity. Pre-kindergarten is the first of a two year 

Kindergarten Readiness program that seeks to better 

transition students into the parochial school envi-

ronment. Offering part time and full time options, 

this program intends to meet the needs of work-

ing families as well as families desiring to introduce 

schooling for the first time. These young learners 

are taught a variety of learning styles that meet the 

developmental needs of preschool age students.

 This engaging program is designed to introduce 

mathematics, number awareness, language arts, read-

ing readiness, phonics, social studies, science, and 

physical education. Weekly visits to the Historic 

Mission are fun and informative. A highlight of their 

day is the regular trip to feed the Koi in the court-

yard pond. It is a cherished experience for the kids. 

Music, technology and art enhance the weekly 

We owe a debt of gratitude to a gener-

ous donor who chose to support the 

school by replacing our aging com-

puter laboratories with seventy brand 

new Chromebooks. This donation 

allows the school to accommodate 

more devices in the existing space 

so that whole classes can now 

attend together. In grades transi-

tional kindergarten through second, 

students spend time learning lan-

guage arts and math skills through an 

online program called Education City. 

Students are assessed and assigned skills 

practice at each student's individual level 

of learning.  They also practice a wide array 

of typing and formatting skills through 

various word processing assignments 

using Google Docs. Second grade 

is learning about email-

ing by sending 

routine of our students. For fur-

ther enrichment, extra-curricu-

lar activities are offered as well.

 Transitional kindergarten 

creates a bridge between pre-

school and kindergarten which 

gives our students the gift of 

time. This helps them build 

a strong foundation for 

future school success. We 

blend social and emotional 

experiences with academic 

learning, so that students learn 

essential literacy, mathematics, and 

other cognitive skills. They develop 

the self-regulation skills needed to 

succeed in school and in life.

and receiving Flat Stanley photos with their friends 

and relatives. In grades three through five, students 

continue to develop typing skills through research 

and word processing assignments. They integrate 

their curricular assignments during a weekly technol-

ogy class to make every moment count. Grades five 

through eight have spent this school year discover-

ing new ways to combine their knowledge of iPads 

and Chromebooks. One of the greatest successes 

has been learning to transfer files between iPads and 

Chromebooks.  It is quite a skill to learn both plat-

forms and be able to avoid compatibility issues during 

data transfers. Students continue to learn about the 

wide array of Google applications. Other skills they 

work with are photo editing, PDF editing, word pro-

cessing, building presentations, and homework orga-

nization. Students have been learning how to make 

high quality videos for curricular projects using 

iMovie on their iPads. Our new Chromebook labo-

ratories have allowed us to more efficiently use the 

resources we have. The students can now go wher-

ever their imaginations lead.

“Weekly visits to the 
Historic Mission are 
fun and informative.”

“Students discover new ways 
to utilize their knowledge 

of iPads and Chromebooks.”

The Formative Years Technology for All



SCHOOL  INCOME 
Tuition and Extended Care Income $1,891,283 $1,888,398 $1,947,121

Scholarships and Parish Support 79,350 84,350 69,350

PTO and Fundraising Income 104,204 108,782 106,776

Registration, Program and Tech Fees 109,800 114,844 129,275

  $2,184,637 $2,196,374 $2,252,522

SALARIES AND BENEFITS
Teachers and Aides $1,049,627 $1,048,060 $1,065,124

Administrative Personnel 286,164 280,466 280,470

Janitorial and Maintenance 130,473 130,473 169,865

Payroll  Taxes and Benefits 390,932 376,611 378,086

 $1,857,196 $1,835,610 $1,893,545

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROGRAM COSTS
Education $63,500 $62,962 $66,700

Administrative  70,000 83,349 72,550

Development 31,000 35,258 30,000

Maintenance and Repairs 61,000 36,543 58,576

Utilities 80,380 85,678 71,800

Insurance and Taxes 53,394 53,003 54,780

 $359,274 $356,793 $354,406

TOTAL OPERATING RESULT ($31,833) $3,971 $4,571 

This Year’s 
Budget

2015-2016

This Year’s 
Actual

2015-2016

Next Year’s 
Budget

2016-2017

Financial stability is driven by student enrollment.  

Currently, we have 243 students enrolled with a bal-

anced budget.  Payroll for faculty is eighty to eight-

five percent of the budget which gives us a very small 

margin to make changes when enrollment drops.

 We had a small surplus over budget at year end. 

The school has set these funds aside to use for facil-

ity improvements.  Next year’s budget also shows a 

narrow surplus which is possible due to the careful 

adjustment of costs including reductions in admin-

istrative and development expenses. We continually 

seek ways to raise funds and enroll more children to 

balance fiscal stability with educational needs.

 We spend over thirty thousand dollars each year 

in advertising to spread the word about our wonder-

ful school.  The best way to help us remain financially 

stable for years to come is to support the school mon-

etarily or to refer another family to attend.

 You can contribute to support our Annual Fund or 

the Tina Rolewicz Scholarship Endowment. Both pos-

itively impact the entire school community.  Please 

consider a donation to help sustain our school. No 

gift is too small. We sincerely appreciate your support.

KINDLY DONATE HERE

Grounded in Stability

https://secure.edlio.com/apps/s/donations/index.jsp?ech=www.missionbasilicaschool.org&h=www.missionbasilicaschool.org


Our school community is thankful for the many blessings bestowed 

upon us from our dedicated parents and faculty. We have a special 

place here to nurture our Mission family children and grow within 

the cradle of the protective hands of Christ.

 We continue to be woven together in the tapestry of this place as 

our children learn. In this caring and historic place, we nurture our 

students as we teach them to understand the world. Uniting the 

lessons of faith and the methods of scientific learning, we give the 

students a basis to become well-rounded adults.

 Support of the Annual Fund and the Tina Rolewicz Scholarship 

Endowment help add to our programs and further cutting edge 

experiences. They also allow our school to offer a strong Catholic 

education to many of those currently unable to afford one and to 

help provide tuition assistance to our diverse community.

 Thank you to the many volunteers that help with every aspect 

of this busy campus. From the mothers and fathers who assist in 

class to the parents of the Parent Teacher Organization, we could 

not have such a family-oriented school without you.
-u.n. day celebrates cultural diversity



mission basilica school
31641 el camino real

san juan capistrano, ca 92675
949-234-1385

MissionBasilicaSchool.Org


