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Letter to the Bishop – Guidelines: 
As part of your Confirmation process, you will write a letter to the Bishop of our Diocese, Most Reverend 
Bishop Kevin Vann, requesting to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. This is an opportunity for you to 
reflect on your Confirmation preparation journey and present yourself as a candidate who is ready to become 
a fully-initiated member of the Catholic Church.  Here are some guidelines to help you write your letter.  
 
Guidelines: 

• Letters must be 1-page in length and must be typed and printed. Let us know if you do not have access 
to a printer. 

• Letters must be written in a formal tone and should be addressed to Bishop Kevin Vann and signed 
appropriately (ex. “Your Excellency” or “Most Reverend Bishop Kevin Vann” and “Sincerely” or “Yours 
In Christ”)  

• What to include in your letter: 
o Introduce yourself and share a little bit about who you are. 
o Reflect on your Confirmation journey: What did you learn? Where did you find Christ? What 

was the most impactful part of it? 
o Reflect on the Gospel passage that will be read during your Confirmation Mass (found below). 

What message do you get from it? Connect it to your own personal faith journey. 
o Conclude with a request to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, and why you want to 

receive it.  

• Letter to the Bishop due on Class Topic #10 (Sunday, March 22nd or Wednesday, March 25th) 
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CONFIRMATION MASS GOSPEL READING  
John 20: 19-21 (Second Sunday of Easter, April 19th, 2020) 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 
and put my finger into the nail marks 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, 
and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
 
Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 
But these are written that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
 
 


