
GRACE FELLOWSHIP PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT  

Our mission at Grace Fellowship is to help people know and follow Jesus. We believe 

people follow Jesus “know it”, “live it” and “give it away” - “IT” is the Gospel- the good 

news message of Jesus.  It is our goal through this Partnership Agreement to 

demonstrate how such people can partner with our local church body.  

This Partnership Agreement is best understood in the context of our Partnership class, 

as it simply outlines what we believe are biblical views on the idea of a partnership 

between our local church body and the people within it. The specifics of this 

Partnership Agreement are based on the Grace Fellowship leadership/elders’ 

interpretation of Scripture. Scriptural references will be called out specifically in the 

Partnership class.  

WHY PARTNERSHIP?  

God has promised to build His Church. He promised it would not fail, and He has kept 

that promise. He is building His Church all over the world, and, as He builds it, the 

Church universal is assembling, gathering, meeting, and connecting in the form of local 

churches that meet in their own context. The Bible shows this happening from the 

onset of the releasing of the Church into the world. 

Grace Fellowship is one of those local churches. We are a part of the Church universal, 

yet we are a local body functioning in our own context. 

Grace wants to be on mission for the gospel of Jesus Christ and help people know and 

follow Jesus.  Not for our own fame, but for the fame of Jesus. However, being a 

church that accomplishes these godly goals does not just happen. It takes a 

partnership with men and women who understand the gospel and what it means to be 

a disciple of Jesus. Men and women who see the value and priority of the Church in 

the world. Men and women who understand that the local church is the hope of the 

world and want to partner with their local church in order to further the cause of 

Christ. Our hope is that this describes you and your desire to partner with Grace 

Fellowship. 

Partnership is birthed out of the teachings in Scripture regarding the relationship 

between the local church body as an entity and the individual people that make up 

that entity. Partnership will help both the leadership/elders and individual partners of 
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Grace Fellowship live out the biblical ethos God wants for His people and His bride, the 

Church. This Partnership Agreement functions as a teaching document and exists to: 

• Establish the teaching and doctrinal parameters of Grace Fellowship. 

• Define what we believe it looks like to live out our Christian faith in our context.  

• Clarify the biblical obligations and expectations of both leadership/ elders and 

individual partners of Grace Fellowship.  

STATEMENT OF BASIC BELIEFS 

THE BIBLE. The Word of God, the sixty six Books of the Old and New Testaments, verbally 

inspired in all parts, and therefore wholly without error as originally given of God (2 Tim. 

3:16; 2 Peter 1:21). 

THE ONE TRUE GOD. Existing eternally as three persons the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit (Luke 3:22; Matthew 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. His preexistence and deity (John 1:1 3), incarnation by virgin 

birth (John 1:14; Matthew 1:18 23), sinless life (Heb. 4:15), substitutionary death (2 Cor. 5:21), 

bodily resurrection (Luke 24:36 43), ascension into heaven and present ministry (Heb. 4:14 

16), and coming again (Acts 1:11). 

THE HOLY SPIRIT. His personality (John 16:7 15), and deity (Acts 5:3 4), and His work in 

each believer: baptism and in dwelling at the moment of regeneration (1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 

8:9), and filling (Eph. 5:18) to empower for Christian life and service (Eph. 3:16; Acts 1:8; 

Gal. 5:22 23). 

MAN. His direct creation in the image of God (Gen. 1:26 28), his subsequent fall into sin 

resulting in spiritual death (Gen. 3:1 24; Rom. 5:12), and the necessity of the new birth for 

his salvation (John 3:3 5).SALVATION. A complete and eternal salvation by God's grace 

alone received as the gift of God through personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His 

finished work (Eph. 2:8 9; Titus 3:5 7; 1 Peter 1:18 19). 

THE CHURCH. One true church, the body and the bride of Christ (Eph. 1:22 23; 5:25 32), 

composed of all true believers of the present age (1 Cor. 12:12 13); and the organization of 

its members in local churches for worship, for edification of believers, and for world wide 

gospel witness, each local church being autonomous but cooperating in fellowship and 

work (Eph. 4:11 16) 

CHRISTIAN LIFE. A life of righteousness, good works and separation unto God from the 
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evil ways of the world (Rom. 12:1 2), manifested by speaking the truth (James 5:12), 

maintaining the sanctity of the home (Eph. 5:22 6:4), settling differences between 

Christians in accordance with the Word of God (1 Cor. 6:1 8), not engaging in carnal strife 

but showing a Christ like attitude toward all men (Rom. 12:17 21), exhibiting the fruit of the 

Spirit (Gal. 5:22 23), and maintaining a life of prayer (Eph. 6:18; Phil. 4:6), including the 

privilege, when sick, of calling for the elders of the church to pray and to anoint with oil in 

the name of the Lord (James 5:13 18). 

ORDINANCES. The Christians should observe the ordinances of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which are (1) baptism of believers by triune immersion (Matt. 28:19) and (2) the threefold 

communion service, consisting of the washing of the saints' feet (John 13:1 17), the Lord's 

Supper (1 Cor. 11:20 22, 33 34; Jude 12), and the communion of the bread and the cup (1 

Cor. 11:23 26). 

SATAN. His existence and personality as the great adversary of God and His people (Rev. 

12:1 10), his judgment (John 12:31), and final doom (Rev. 20:10). 

SECOND COMING. The personal, visible, and imminent return of Christ to remove His 

church from the earth (1 Thess. 4:16 17) before the tribulation (1 Thess. 1:10; Rev. 3:10), and 

afterward to descend with the Church to establish His millennial kingdom upon the earth 

(Rev. 19:11 20:6). 

FUTURE LIFE. The conscious existence of the dead (Phil. 1:21 23; Luke 16:19 31), the 

resurrection of the body (John 5:28 29), the judgment and reward of believers (Rom. 14:10 

12; 2 Cor. 5:10), the judgment and condemnation of unbelievers (Rev. 20:11 15), the eternal 

life of the saved (John 3:16), and the eternal punishment of the lost (Matt. 25:46; Rev. 

20:15). 

OBLIGATIONS OF PARTNERS TO THE LEADERSHIP/ELDERS AND GRACE 
FELLOWSHIP BODY  

Christians are those who have experienced life change through the gospel and grace of 

Jesus Christ. Christians have the opportunity in the context of the local church and its 

community to live a life of character that reflects the attitudes and actions of a Spirit-filled 

life. The requirements of Partnership are in no way intended as an addition to the biblical 

obligations of a believer. Rather, the Partnership Agreement functions primarily as an 

accessible, yet non-exhaustive, explanation of what Scriptures teach about the obedience 

that faith produces and what it looks like in our North American context.  
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AS A PARTNER, YOU COMMIT TO:  

• Submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues.  (2 Tim 3:16) 

• Regularly practice spiritual disciplines that include Bible reading, prayer, and fellowship 

that reflect a pursuit of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (John 15:1-11) 

• Be baptized after deciding to follow Jesus (conversion) by immersion.  (Matthew 28:19) 

• Celebrate Three-Fold Communion. (John 13:17, 1 Corinthians. 11:20 22, 23, 33 34; Jude 12) 

• Regularly participate in the life of Grace Fellowship by attending weekly services (at 

least 2/3  of weekend services in a year), engaging in a small group or LifeGroup, 

regularly participating in non-weekend gatherings, and serving with the ministries of 

Grace Fellowship that exist both in and outside of this church. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

• Steward the resources God has given you. This includes time, talents, spiritual gifts, 

and finances. This will be demonstrated by sacrificial and voluntary serving and regular 

financial giving (a guide of 10 percent of income given to kingdom work, with a strong 

encouragement that the majority of this kingdom-work giving would be given to the 

local church). (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

• Pursue holiness in all areas of life as an act of worship, including, but not limited to, the 

following: (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, Ephesians 5:18, 1 Peter 1:16) 

• Practicing complete chastity unless married. And if married, practicing 

complete fidelity within a heterosexual and monogamous marriage.  (Heb 13:4) 

• Pursuing purity and pursuing abstention from practices such as adultery, 

premarital sex, and pornography. (1 Cor 16:8) 

• Working to preserve the marriage you covenanted to. This means working 

alongside Grace Fellowship for counsel before pursuing divorce and 

conforming to NT standards for divorce. (Matt. 19:3-12) 

• Refraining from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip, and other sinful behavior 

as the Bible dictates. (Eph. 5:18, Eph 4:29, Phil 4:8) 

• Leveraging and using tools like social media, recreation, and your vocation in 

ways that honor the Lord and promotes unity. (Eph 4:29) 

• Being above reproach in business dealings. (1 Peter 1:16, Romans 12:2, Prov 11:1) 
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• Confession and repentance of sin. (James 5:16) 

• Share the Gospel message of Jesus with others so that they meet 
Him (evangelism). This includes being intentional in inviting others to weekend 

services and groups, serving others and speaking the Gospel message to others. 

(Acts 1:8) 

• Submit to the leadership/elders of the church and pursue unity and peace within the 

church. (Hebrews 13:17) 

• Submit to the procedures of church discipline with the hope of repentance and 

restoration. (Matthew 18:15-17) 

• Do the following should you leave the church:  

• Notify a LifeGroup leader, Pastor or Elder of the church. (Philippians 2:4) 

• Seek another church where you can carry out your biblical responsibilities as a disciple 

of Jesus. (Hebrews 10:25) 

Please note: If you have a desire and a heart position to meet all of these 

qualifications, but a life circumstance is preventing you or your family from meeting an 

expectation, we invite you to pursue a meeting/conversation with an elder or pastor 

on staff. The goal of this meeting would be to address the candidacy for partnership 

with the hope that you/your family could become a partner while addressing the life 

circumstance with a plan moving forward.  

OBLIGATIONS OF GRACE FELLOWSHIP LEADERSHIP/ELDERS 
TO GRACE FELLOWSHIP BODY  

The leadership/elders of a local body are entrusted with leading, equipping, protecting, 

and caring for the corporate church body and her individual partners.  
In addition to agreeing to fulfill the obligations of partners (as outlined above), our 

leadership/elders commit to:  

• Prayerfully seek God’s will for our church while stewarding her resources to the 

best of their ability based on the Spirit’s leading and their study of the Scriptures.  
(1 Peter 5:1-4) 

• Care for the partners of the church and lead those partners into growth in grace, 
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truth, and love. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

• Provide teaching and counsel from the whole counsel of Scripture. (Acts 20:27) 

• Equip and call partners to the work of the ministry. (Eph 4:11-13)  

• Set an example and join other partners in fulfilling the obligations of church 

partnership. (1 Timothy 3:1-7) 

• Lovingly exercise church discipline when necessary. (Galatians 6:1, 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, 

Matthew 18:15-17)  

OBLIGATIONS OF PARTNERS TO PARTNERS  
 

God designed us not only to need Him, but to need each other as well. We believe we 

work best when we live life in community. In light of that, Partners of our church should:  

• Work to support and care for other partners as they attempt to live out the 

obligations of being a partner. (Galatians 6:2) 

• Graciously address another partner in an appropriate way if that partner repeatedly 

ignores the obligations of being a partner. (Matthew 18:15-17) 

• Promote unity and support of leadership/elders to other partners. (Hebrews 13:17)  

TERM OF PARTNERSHIP 

We believe partnership is meant to be current and vibrant. We are more interested in 

quality rather than quantity. In light of that;  

• Ministry Partnership is for one year (January through December). At the end of that 

term, leadership will ask if you desire to continue being a ministry partner (and 

qualify). Ministry Partners must recommit each year to be on the role of Ministry 

Partners.  

• You must be at least 18 years old to be a Ministry Partner. 
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