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WELCOME TO VILLAGE CREEK BIBLE CAMP

Since 1972, Village Creek Bible Camp has been 
making disciples, reaching the lost, and providing 
a place where people can be introduced to Christ 
and become more like Him.
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A Note from Tom and Camie...

Welcome to the Village Creek 
Family!

We love camping ministry; we love 
Village Creek; and we love to serve 
you. In a place like Village Creek, you 
can connect with people to build strong 
lasting friendships, and you can be 
challenged and encouraged in your 
walk with the Lord. Building strong 
memories that help each of us to be 
confident individuals ready to face the 
world and make a difference is just part 
of the reason we’re here.  

From activities, to great meals, to 
chapels that leave an impact, to 
encouraging conversations around the 
table - this is going to be a great week!  
Our Staff are here to serve your camper 
and make it the best week for them!
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We recognize that your students have many options in their busy schedules, but we continue 
to believe that time at Village Creek is so worthwhile.  We are grateful that you choose 
Village Creek to be part of your summer.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact us!

Contact Tom at: tom@villagecreek.net
or Camie at: camie@villagecreek.net
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Location

Check-in and Check-out Procedures
Campers may arrive at Camp from 2-4PM on the day camp starts. Staff members 
will greet you at the road to connect you with your cabin leader and help you get 
moved into your cabin.  Campers will then go through the registration line at the 
Activity Center to sign up for activities, talk with the Nurse, and pay any balances 
due.  Once this is complete, parents and drivers are welcome to depart.

A “Opening Program” begins at 4:30PM in the Gym, where campers will meet he 
program staff for the week and begin the fun!

The week concludes on Saturday at 8:45am.  Check-Out on the final day is with 
each camper’s Cabin Leader.  Canteen refunds are distributed on Friday evening, 
and campers should remember to pick up any medications from the nurse as well 
as craft room creations before departing.  Lost and Found will also be available on 
the patio between the Activity Center and the Dining Hall.

Village Creek is located in the heart of Northeast Iowa, in an area regarded as “Little 
Switzerland”.  Camp is situated in the Mississippi River Valley, and there are bluffs 
and hills throughout the 220 acres of property.
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A Typical Schedule of the Week
 
Wednesday   
12:30 Lunch 
1:15 Get ready for Water games 
1:30 Canteen Open/ FT
2:00 WACKY WATER WEDNESDAY!
 Field games  
 Lake Activities  - Games
5:00 Head down and clean up
5:30 Supper/Color Wars or Cabin Time
7:00 Chapel
8:00 Glow Stick Capture the Flag or Night Hike 
8:45 To Cabins
9:00 Cabin Devotions 
9:30 Lights Out

Thursday 
5:30 Supper/Free Time 
7:00 Chapel  
8:00 Campfire 
9:00 To Cabins
9:30  Cabin Devotions
10:00 Lights Out

Friday  
5:30 Supper
6:45 Chapel
7:45 Canteen  
8:15 Skit Night
8:45 Dodgeball and Just Dance 
9:45 To Cabins 
10:00 Cabin Devotions
10:30 Lights Out

Saturday  
7:30  Rise and shine, clean cabins, move out
8:00 Ready to start greeting, welcome
8:45 Breakfast 
 Camp Video
 Staff Farewell songs
 Campers check out with Cabin leader 
  and we’ll see you next year!

Times and activities change based on weather, staffing, and 
age-appropriate bedtimes.  This schedule is most similar to a 
Junior Camp schedule.

Sunday
2:00  Registration/ Hayrides 
4:00 Camper Jam 
4:45 Opening in the Gym and Get to know you!
5:15/6:15 Supper/ Team Time 
7:15 Ice Cream  
7:30 Chapel in the AC 
8:30 Cabin Devotions
 Support Staff Meeting – Prayer Time
9:00 To Cabins/ Get Ready for Bed
9:30 In Cabins/ Lights Out

Monday - Friday  
7:00 Rise and Shine – 
7:30 SS Arrive to help kids get ready for Flag Raising, 
 or Hosting or Dishes 
7:45 Flag Raising with SS and campers
 and Counselor meeting on deck 
8:00 Cabin Clean Up - Girls/ Breakfast - Boys 
8:20 Staff Breakfast and Day campers
8:30 Breakfast - Girls/Cabin Clean Up - Boys  
9:10  Chapel
10:00 Tag Time
10:30 Rotation 1     
11:30 Rotation 2
12:25  Lunch/ Flat on Back 
1:00 Flat on Back/ Lunch 
2:00 Canteen/ Free Time 
3:30 Instruction Hour 1
4:20 Switch 
4:30 Instruction Hour 2
5:20 Dismiss to Supper

Monday
5:30 Supper/ Game 
6:15 Game/Supper  
7:00 Free Time
7:30 Chapel 
8:30 To Cabins
9:00  Cabin Devotions
9:30 Lights Out  

Tuesday 
5:30  Head for Cookout 
7:00 Evening Game
8:00 Chapel 
9:00 To Cabins/ Get Ready for Bed
 Cabin Devotions
9:45 Lights Out
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What are the accomodations like?
LODGE

HECKMAN HOUSE

BUNKHOUSE

TRIANGLE

The Lodge houses ten rooms on three levels and typically houses girls during youth 
camps.  Recently renovated shared bathrooms and a common room in the building 
allow for a unique community feel.  Each room is air conditioned and has a full size 
bed and multiple twin bunkbeds. The craft room is located on the ground level of this 
converted milking barn - the history is still evident in the rough sawn rafters!

Heckman House boasts our most recent remodel project, with four rooms with pri-
vate bathrooms upstairs and six downstairs.  All rooms have a queen bed and mul-
tiple twin bunkbeds.  The lower level is ADA accessible. All the rooms are air con-
ditioned and there is a deck on the upstairs portion with a beautiful view of Village 
Creek. Heckman House is usually reserved for our Speakers and Camp Health Person.

The Bunkhouse is located just next to the Heckman House and has four cabins in the 
upstairs with each room having a private bathroom.  Rooms are air-conditioned and 
have a full size bed and multiple twin bunkbeds.  The lower level of this building is 
our Indoor Chapel.

CABINS
The Cabins are a little more rustic than the other living spaces at camp, and our 
male cabins typically stay here.  Each cabin is air conditioned and has multiple twin 
bunkbeds, and a community bathhouse is located just a few steps away from the 
cabins.

Our Triangle Cabin is a one-room cabin with a private bathroom.  Fully air condi-
tioned, this room has a full size bed and two twin bunkbeds.  It is located up the hill 
from Heckman House, tucked away from the view of main camp.

LOWER LEVEL
Lower Level is located up the hill from bunkhouse and takes a short hike to get to 
the entrance.  It has 2 rooms with a common kitchenette and one shared bathroom. 
Each bedroom has a full size bed and multiple twin bunkbeds. 
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Communication

Youth campers do not have access to the phones unless there is a specific need 
determined by the Directors.  If there is an emergency at home, please call the camp 
office at 563-535-7320, or email vcbc@villagecreek.net

MAIL

Contacting Campers in an Emergency

Packages and Mail may be sent to:

    Camper’s Name
    Village Creek Bible Camp
    1588 Drake Road
    Lansing, IA 52151

Internet is not available for our youth campers, as we want them to experience a 
week un-plugged from their devices.  

WiFi Access

Chapel
Our chapels start with worship through song. After worship is a teaching time aimed towards the 
youth campers’ age group.  Speakers come from a variety of backgrounds and have committed to 
teaching Biblical principles.  
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Meals at Village Creek...
The kitchen provides flavorful, healthy food choices that are served family style at breakfast.  At 
lunch and supper youth campers go through the meal line as a cabin and food is served from the 
kitchen windows. Fresh baked desserts will be served to your table after supper. 

SPECIFIC FOOD NEEDS
We are aware of the growing number of food allergies and intolerances that make eating away 
from home a challenge, and we attempt to accommodate those and other food choices as best 
as we can.  It is helpful to have a heads up to be best prepared; please contact the kitchen staff 
at camp@villagecreek.net at least 2 weeks in advance so we can help with those needs.  The 
kitchen staff is happy to discuss the menu with you, and the possibility of bringing some of your 
preferences, such as non-dairy milks and special food items, to supplement our abilities. When 
you arrive at camp, please check in with Pam in the kitchen to discuss the menu and available 
alternatives.  
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Canteen and Camp Store
During Youth Camps, campers set up a pre-funded account for canteen and camp store charges.  
This can be done at registration online or on Sunday at check-in, and anything that is not spent 
during the week is returned to the camper as a cash refund on Friday evening.  Following a cash 
canteen on Friday, we take an offering for International Camping Ministries.

Lake Activities & Kayak Trips

Lake Activities
Swimming
Canoeing/Paddle Boat
Blob
High Dives
Water Slide
Rope Swing

Qualifications:
To swim in the deep end of the swim area, those under 
18 must pass the swim test.
Kayak use is by lifeguard discretion, based on strength.

During Senior High Camp, Kayak Trips are 
offered on the Mississippi River, weather 
dependant. $15/person

Our lake is open in the afternoons with certified lifeguards present.  
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Many of these activities are also offered during free time each afternoon, as 
well as some of the following:

Fishing
Frisbee Golf
Gaugau
Gym/Game Room
Ice Blocking
Pony Rides
Trampoline
Tubing

During Youth Camps, campers choose up to three, how-long instruction hours that they participate in 
each day.  Some options are open for pre-registration before camp, while others (many at no extra 
charge) will be chosen at check-in, on Sunday afternoon.  
Some of the activities offered as instruction hours:

Archery
Basketball
Challenge Course (for Middle School, Teen Camp and Senior High - $)
Crafts ($7)
Creature Feature
Creek Stomping/Hiking
Fishing
Free Swim
Fun with music and dance
Horsemanship ($72)
Improv/Drama
Kayaking
Model Rockets ($15)
Mountain Boarding 
Soccer
Sports and Games
Volleyball
Wilderness Survival

Instruction Hours for Youth Camps
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Horses at Youth Camps

Junior Camps, Middle School Camps, and Teen Camps
Arena Lesson ($72)
Arena Lessons are a one-hour class Monday-Friday in the arena, 
learning how to ride and care for a horse. Campers are each riding 
their own horse at the same time.  Lessons are created based on 
the levels of the riders in each class.  Sign ups for these lessons are 
available during registration online or by calling the office ahead of 
Camp; class size is limited so registration during Sunday Check-in is 
not guaranteed.

Senior High Camp
Arena Lessons - 90 minute specialty ($20)
Most activities at Senior High Camp are “ala carte”, so for Arena 
lessons the wranglers have chosen some specialty classes for Senior 
Highers.  These options may include jumpping, trotting, and 
cantering, and are scheduled for 90 minutes at a time.  Sign up 
for these at check-in on Sunday.

Trail Ride ($20)
Trail Rides are available for Senior High Campers! Take an hour long 
trail ride experience on the trails around camp as a beginner or 
advanced rider.  Trail Rides are guided rides with a demonstration 
and instructions by the wrangler before riding.

Extended Trail Ride ($25) 
This 90-minute trail ride is offered for more experienced riders, and 
at the wrangler’s discretion based on the level of the riders, weather, 
and trail availability.  

All Horse riders at Village Creek must wear a provided helmet while 
on the horse, as well as long pants and closed-toed shoes.
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Challenge Course at Youth Camps
Our one-of-a-kind Challenge Course was professionally built among the white pine trees at the top of our 
bluffs. Our trained facilitators and staff will harness you up for the physical, mental, and spiritual challenges 
and adventures.  

The Challenge Course is available for campers in Middle School Camp ($20-modified for younger ages), Teen 
Camps ($30), and Senior High Camp (ala carte options available at Sunday check-in).  Elements are chosen each 
week for students based on weather, and age and size of the campers.  During Teen Camps and Middle School 
Camp, campers can sign up for “Challenge Course Instruction Hour”, which meets Monday through Friday at 
the same time for an hour each day.  These element may include the following options:

Tree Climb
Climb 55ft up a White Pine tree using on-tree climbing staples or the cargo net/rope ladder combo. 

Zip Line
Hike the hillside to the ground launch point, zip 900+ feet smoothly across the valley for a great bird’s eye view 
of the lake, and land on the opposite hillside. 

Multi-Vine
Beginning on the hilltop, walk across a 70ft long cable strung between two trees 55ft above the ground, using 
the hanging ‘vine’ ropes to balance yourself. 

Rappel
Learn to self-belay (with a facilitator safety line too) down a 30ft sandstone rock face, either 
traditional-style (seat/back downward) or Aussie-style (face first).

Team Building
Work with your Instruction Hour Team or cabin to create a bond, grow in communication, teamwork and care 
for each other.

During Senior High Camp, Giant’s Ladder and Leap of Faith are also offered.  In the Giant’s Ladder element, work 
with a partner to ascend a 40ft “ladder” using only the 8ft long angled “rungs” spaced approx. 3-6ft apart. An 11 
minute time limit adds to the social and physical challenge.  In the Leap of Faith element, climb 50ft up a tree and 
then ride a mini-zip to the top of Pulpit Rock (35ft tall), where a facilitator will connect you to leap ropes. After a 
countdown, jump off to catch the hanging trapeze bar!  Elements during Senior High range from $6-10 each.
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Miscellaneous (but important) Items
REFUNDS
No refunds will be made for campers who withdraw before the end of the camping session, 
except in the case of doctor’s orders or family emergency. VCBC reserves the right to dismiss 
any camper—without refund—whose conduct is not in the best interest of others.

INVITE A FRIEND
Receive 30 “Village Creek Bucks” for bringing a new friend to VCBC. If someone you invite 
(who has never been to camp before—brothers or sisters don’t count) attends a youth camp, 
you will receive a summer-end credit called “Village Creek Bucks.” The credit is redeemable for 
registration, activities, or merchandise at VCBC in 2023.

Photos and Taping:
We regularly photograph and videotape campers and their families at camp. Photos and 
images may be printed in our brochures or used in our videos or website for promotional 
materials. If you wish to not be photographed or videotaped, please contact us in writing 
with your request. The photos and video highlights filmed through the week are used for 
promotion, and to make a video to be put online at the end of the week.

Health Insurance:
Our insurance provides secondary coverage while your camper is at VCBC and engaged in 
camp-sponsored activities. Our camper insurance begins where yours terminates. Please 
provide your health insurance provider and your policy number.

Lost and Found
We will make every effort to return lost and found items while you are at camp. Please mark 
all items with a permanent marker or laundry label for easy identification and return. Lost and 
found items from the camp week will be collected in the Activity Center and then set up for 
display at the DIning Hall during check out. Please check this area before leaving camp to 
ensure you have not left anything behind. If you discover any lost items when you arrive home, 
please call the office at 563-535-7320, and we will try to locate the item(s). Any unclaimed 
items are stored until the end of summer and then donated.
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Packing List
There are several items that you may want to bring to make sure your stay at 

VCBC is most enjoyable.

  bedding (sheets, pillows, and blankets)  
  towels (bath and beach)
  older clothes (it’s camp!)   
  gym shoes
  old shoes for creek stomping   
  laundry bag
  shower caddy, personal items     
  Bible, paper and pencil
  camera      
  water bottle
  flash light    
  long pants and closed-toed shoes for riding horses and challenge course
  swimsuit 
  water shoes (water shoes are great for creek stomping)
  swimming gear for the lake (goggles, etc)
  warm clothes for cool evenings
  hat
  glasses/contacts and cleaning solution
  sunglasses
  sunblock, bug repellant
  rain coat or poncho
  Pre-stamped, pre-addressed postcards are a great way to encourage kids to write home

  registration money, and spending money for the canteen and camp store
  current medication 
   (must be turned into the Camp Health Person in original container) 

WHAT NOT TO BRING
Electronic devices, Cell phones

Illegal Drugs, Cigarettes, Alcohol
Fireworks

Lice (we will do head checks Sunday)

*We do have a lost and found for summer camp. Please call as soon as you notice something 
is missing; it will be more likely for us to find what you’ve lost! We only keep summer 

lost and found through Labor Day because of limited storage space. No pets are allowed.  
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Our Story...
Village Creek Bible Camp is a year-round ministry offering life-changing camp experiences enabling 
people of all ages to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. Since 1972, Village Creek has 
offered a wide variety of camps and retreats and is dedicated to serving as an extension of the 
local church. 

Located in northeast Iowa’s beautiful Bluff Country just a few miles west of the Mississippi River, 
Village Creek offers each of its campers beautiful surroundings, staff and counselors who care, and 
practical spiritual direction. From the serene, wooded trails to the hilltop vistas, the Lord’s creative 
hand surrounds us at VCBC. In this setting we have seen thousands of campers of every age come 
to faith in Christ, surrender to His will, grow in their faith, and dedicate themselves to His service.   

Our schedule is designed to make your time at camp a memorable experience. Chapel times to 
challenge and encourage you, quiet time to spend with God each morning, and fun at every turn. 
We hope you’ll make yourself comfortable in our accommodations, as they are designed and 
prepared just for you, free of the distractions of your regular busy life.

At VCBC, every day is filled with “funtastic” things to do - The Blob (you just have to see it!), 
kayaking, fishing, the 100’ waterslide, and the beach are some of the highlights at the lake. We 
also have laser tag, archery, and high and low ropes challenge course with one of the longest 
zip-lines in the Midwest. Horsemanship, including trail-riding, horsemanship instruction and 
camps, is a core program of Village Creek. Our Bungee trampoline, playgrounds, and craft and 
leather shops are just a few of the fun-filled activities offered during free time. Why is all this 
fun so important? Because a heart that is refreshed and encouraged can better accept the truth 
of God’s Word. We desire VCBC to be a place where you can grow strong, changed by Christ and 
strengthened by His grace. To that end, VCBC focuses on Biblical teaching and encouragement, and 
every camp and retreat features excellent 
Christ-honoring speakers and musicians. Special 
services and chapels help campers personalize 
God’s Word in their lives, and a daily personal 
devotional time gives practical instruction in 
godly habits.

Part of our excellent service is the great food 
you will enjoy. We strive to serve each guest and 
make each person feel welcome, cared for, and 
at home. Fresh baked breads from our on-site 
bakery, great variety, and the ability to meet your 
special dietary needs are a part of what makes 
our food service one of the best.

Whether participating in one of our programs or 
planning your own customized retreat or event, 
we would love to have you as our guest at VCBC. 
Give us the opportunity to serve you or your 
group, and we believe you will be blessed.
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