
Tuesday, August 23, 2022 

Dear Citylights Family and Friends, 

I’ve been procrastinating writing this letter. But after many months of prayer, fasting, and 
tears, the leadership of Citylights Church OC has come to the unanimous decision to close 
Citylights OC. That was not an easy decision to make, but it was a clear one. 

During the 50 Days of Lent of this year, we spent a focused time in prayer trying to discern 
God’s direction for our church. Still lacking clarity, Citylights granted me a three-month 
Sabbatical to continue to seek God’s guidance for our church. 

During my Sabbatical, I’ve focused intense amount of time praying, reflecting, and seeking 
guidance for our church. Recently, I sense a clear leading from God that it is time for us to 
close the church. The leadership o!cially made this decision on Saturday (Aug, 20) and 
announced it the next day. 

Many people, including myself, are struggling with this decision. I have been experiencing 
a wide range of intense emotions ranging from extreme gratitude to disappointment and 
grief. 

In the coming days, I will write another letter with my personal reflections. I need some 
additional time to gather my thoughts. I wanted to keep this letter brief so I could send it 
out as soon as possible. 

I’m sure many of you have questions for me. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
personally. 

Lastly, below are details about our Farewell Gathering. 

Farewell Gathering - Labor Day BBQ & Picnic 
We are planning to have a final in-person gathering on Monday, September 5 (Labor Day). 
We will host a BBQ and Picnic at Los Alamos Park in Fountain Valley. We plan to celebrate 
the blessing that Citylights has been to us throughout the years. Even if you haven’t been to 
Citylights in a long time, we hope that you could make time to drop by on that day. 

Again, I will write another letter that will include words of encouragement and spiritual 
guidance shortly. I just wanted to get this out as quickly as possible. 

With all my love, 

Pastor Thien 
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