
August 30, 2022 

Dear Citylights OC Family and Friends, 

You should have received a letter from Pastor Thien last week announcing that Citylights Church OC is 
closing down. Even though the decision to close the church did not come easy, the leadership was unified in 
this decision. 

Even though the decision to close was clear, it still weighed on us emotionally. For all of us, Citylights was a 
special family of faith that holds a dear place in each of our hearts. If you are saddened or grieving at 
Citylights closing, we want you to know that we feel the same. 

We encourage you to watch Pastor Thien’s message that he gave to the church titled, “What made Citylights 
special” — www.citylightsoc.com/sermons  

To prepare for our closing, there are two announcements: 

Farewell Celebration BBQ & Picnic (Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 5th) 

We want to invite you and your family to come to our final farewell gathering on Labor Day, Monday, 
September 5th. We will have a BBQ and Potluck Picnic at Los Alamos Park in Fountain Valley starting at 11 
AM to 3 PM. We would love to see you as we close this chapter together. 

Love Gift for Pastor Thien 

The Board would like to ask you to consider giving a generous special donation to act as a “severance 
package” for Pastor Thien Doan. Pastor Thien has been the founding and lead pastor at Citylights since the 
church was started almost a decade ago. We are grateful for his years of love, care, and spiritual leadership. 

We know that closing Citylights will have the biggest impact on Pastor Thien and his family. The process in 
which pastors candidate at a new church takes much longer than in other professions. 

The Board at Citylights would like to bless Pastor Thien and show our gratitude and love through continuing 
his salary for an additional four months (through the end of 2022). However, the COVID-19 crisis has drained 
our financial reserves and we cannot yet guarantee this severance package. 

Therefore, we are asking you and your family to consider blessing Pastor Thien and his family with a special 
financial gift. This gift can be given as a one-time financial gift, or it can be given monthly throughout the rest 
of the year. 

Giving Link — www.citylightsoc.com/donate  

Finally, as the leadership of Citylights Church OC, we want you to know that we deeply love you. Even though 
we are saddened by the closure of Citylights, we are still full of gratitude for all God has done in and through 
our little church. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

With much love, 

The Board of Citylights Church OC 

Kirk Balius / Steve Langley 
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