
TITHING: A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE FOR BEGINNERS  

– by Jeff Strong 

Step 1: Pray. In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul notes that the key to the Macedonian church’s generosity 
to others was that “they gave themselves first of all to the Lord” (2 Corinthians 8:5). I think it’s 
important to hit the “reset” bu[on on your financial habits by taking \me to confess the selfish 
and reckless use of the wealth God has entrusted to you, and then tell him what you want: to 
learn to honor him in all things, and specifically your finances. You will not become faithful to 
God in this area without prayer and the Spirit’s help. 

Step 2: Start Small and Build. While some would argue that anyone could start \thing with their 
next paycheck if they were serious, I don’t fall into that camp. I know I didn’t have the faith for 
that large a step years ago. Instead, I started by commi_ng to give 2.5%. On a $50,000 gross 
income, 2.5% works out to $25 a week. From there, work hard to bump up the percentage to 
5% within 6-12 months. Then keep learning about giving and pushing yourself un\l you are at 
the \the (10%). My experience is that God will honor you with each step you take. 

Step 3: Don’t Wait for More Money. I used to think, “I’ll \the…when God supplies me with 
more money!” Wow, that was the wrong way to approach things. If I’m not faithful with the 
li[le I have now, why would God supply me with more money?–so I can just squander more of 
his wealth? Stop wai\ng for more money and shij your focus to spending less on stupid stuff.  
We all waste a large amount of money on dumb stuff. Last week when my wife and I sat down 
and looked at what we were spending money on, it was pre[y embarrassing how much was 
being squandered on impulse items: la[es, lunches out, and other $5-$25 impulse purchases. 
Our finances were being eaten away $5-$25 at a \me (death by a thousand pin-pricks!). 
Commi_ng to reigning back on these expenditures is ojen the best first step to freeing up the 
resources to \the. Most people can easily find $50-$100 a week that is being wasted due to a 
lack of inten\onality and impulse spending. 

Step 4: Start a Budget. Finding that $50-100 per week means that you’ll need to start budge\ng 
and tracking how you’re using your money. This is a step a lot of people ojen don’t want to take 
(I didn’t). Swallow your pride and just get honest with yourself and God. My favorite budge\ng 
sojware is You Need A Budget. It’s easy to use, and really coaches you on how to see and use 
your money (instead of having it use you!). Budge\ng may seem like “work,” but the peace of 
mind it brings and sense of control over your finances is worth the few minutes a week it takes 
to keep yourself organized and on track with your giving and financial goals. 

Step 5: Sign-up. Most churches have some kind of pre-authorized \thing/giving program, and if 
you’re serious about faithfully giving, you need to sign up for it. It will ensure an amount you 
s\pulate will be deducted from your paycheck either once a month or with each paycheck. This 

http://www.youneedabudget.com/


was the most important step Heather and I made in terms of giving. We started by se_ng a 
small amount and then altered our giving every few months un\l we arrived where we are now. 
Having our giving come “off the top” of our paycheck eliminated giving God our “lejovers” and 
forced our lifestyle to work around the God’s call to \the, instead of having the God’s call to 
\the work around our lifestyle. 

Step 6: Don’t Give Up. You’ll experience setbacks and failures as you try to change how you’ve 
been using the money that’s been entrusted to you, but that’s ok. Don’t give up. Learn from 
each mistake. The goal is greater faithfulness to God, not mechanical perfec\on. I s\ll find 
myself making adjustments (large and small) with each year as it relates to my giving, spending, 
and saving habits. Remember, the goal isn’t simply to \the–the goal is to become extravagant, 
gracious, opulent givers like our God. Tithing is just the training wheels that get us started on 
that journey. And that journey is exactly that, a journey. Transforma\ve obedience in this area 
doesn’t happen overnight. No meaningful growth does. Perseverance is an important virtue 
within the life of a disciple, and especially in the area of reforming our finances to the glory of 
God.


