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Indeed, it concludes a chapter that details the future resurrection of our earthly bodies, and Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to 

remain faithful to what he had previously taught them concerning these things.  Apparently, some had fallen away due to the 

heretical influence of false teachers who had swayed them away from the truth which Paul had taught. They were embracing 

heresy and introducing destructive ideas contrary to the gospel. Paul restates the truth of Jesus’ death for sin and bodily 

resurrection and then exhorts them to remain firm in that teaching. 

To be steadfast and unmovable is to be spiritually grounded.  

Paul uses two Greek words that mean practically the same thing. He is 

basically over emphasizing the quality he is looking for. As the apostle 

tells the Ephesians, a steadfast person knows what he believes and 

cannot be “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 4:14). An unmovable 

person can hear false teaching, engage doubters, and defend truth 

without it shaking his own faith. In another letter to this church Paul was 

afraid that this is exactly what has happened to them;  “I am afraid that 

just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion 

to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Listen, these guys had been taught by an extraordinary man of God, and yet they found 

themselves being victims deception. If that was true for them, how much more vulnerable are we? 

To remain steadfast and unmovable we have to know the Word of God. There are no shortcuts to this! When I worked with the 

treasury dept. as a deputy they taught us the only way we can tell the difference between a counterfeit bill and a legal one is to 

know what the real one looks like. Paul tells Timothy;“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 

need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth” 2 Timothy 2:15. To accurately handle the word of truth, we must 

not only read the Bible, but we must allow it to become part of us. Its truth should so penetrate our minds and hearts that it shapes 

our thinking and our actions. It should so fill our minds that we can detect error when we hear it. (cf. Deut. 6:4-10!). If we have not 

been diligent in our study and meditation on truth, we are vulnerable to error. As in the case of the Corinthians of Paul’s day, 

Christians today can be duped by smooth-sounding heresy if they do not have a solid grounding in the “whole counsel of God” 

Acts 20:27; It is God’s desire that we grow daily in our understanding of Him and His Word so that we will remain faithful to the 

end, “steadfast and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord…”.  

 

Pastor Dave 
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From the Pastors Pen 

Being Steadfast in the Lord 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 

15:58).  

The word, “Therefore” tells us that this verse is related to what has gone before it. 
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, LET US INTRODUCE YOU TO  

THE MARSHALL FAMILY 

Rodney and Sharron Marshall have been treasured members of our church family for more than 20 years, and as their children 

have grown and flown, the newer members may not know much about their children or of some of the very interesting details 

which make up this Marshall family clan. 

Rodney answered the interview questions, and if you know Rodney, he added his unique insight to the answers, and in my 

opinion, was far too humble with some of his replies. FYI, this man has some interesting stories and has participated in feats 

that not many of us can say we’ve done. I’m serious, ask him! 

What are the names and ages of your children?  “Our quiver is not as big as the Perrys’, but it was a competition for a while!  

Ayana is a 32- year- old PE/Health teacher at Rocky Ford Jr High School. Kazia is a 31- year- old Human Resources Manager 

for Puzzle HR, and is married to Stewart Washington, a Computer Software Engineer. They live in Aurora, raising our grand-

children; Krystal, who is 10 and Jeriya, who is two ½ now. Imani is 27 and lives in Pueblo. Nya is 18, and now a sophomore at 

Metropolitan State University in Denver. She is a triple jumper on the track team there. And Miles is 16, a sophomore at LJHS. 

He is lieutenant drum major for the band, and a member of the track and basketball teams.” 

Describe your children using one-word adjectives.  “Ayanna = Leader, Kazia = Negotiator, Imani = Independent, Nya = 

Elegant and Miles = Blessed.” 

Where did you and your spouse grow up?  “Sharron and I were both born and raised in Milwaukee, Wi. We were both raised 

in Christian homes. I attended a parochial school, Wisconsin Lutheran HS, and Sharron attended public school, John Marshall 

HS. “ 

Share how you first met, got engaged or married.  “We met in high school, though we did not attend the same school. We 

were introduced to each other by a friend during in-

tramural basketball at Sharonn’s HS. Our first date is 

an interesting story. When you have a bit of time, ask 

us to tell you the tale of The Bus, The Egg, The 

Scary Movie, The Money, The Big Mac, and The 

Big Chuckle. 

What brought you to this area?  “ We came to Col-

orado as a result of a need to leave the dangers of 

the big city, because we had two small children. A job 

possibility at Girch Center is what sparked the visit to 

La Junta. We had planned to head for Texas after a 

couple of years, but as God would have it, we culti-

vated lasting friendships quickly, and here we are, 

still.” 

What do you and your spouse do for a living?  

Rodney and Sharron both work for the Santa Fe Trail 

Board of Cooperative Education Services, (BOCES), 

where Rodney is a Behavior Interventionist, and 

Sharron is an Occupational Therapist. 

What are some of the more unique jobs you have had?  Rodney has been employed as a bouncer and an exterminator. He, 

of course is a husband and father. Sharron is also a Mary Kay Consultant and has been a shoe salesperson, and is a wife and 

mother. 

Have you ever lived anywhere else other than this area?  “We have lived in South Beloit, IL, Rockford, IL, and Milwaukee, 

WI. Before we had children, we lived in LeMars and Sioux City, IA.” 
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What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?  Rodney enjoys hanging out with his wife, coaching summer track and field, fish-

ing, hunting, basketball and cooking. Sharron also enjoys hanging out with her husband, watching sci-fi movies, reading and cro-

cheting.  

What is your favorite place to visit?  “Alaska has moved up to the top of the list since our cruise, but any LARGE body of water 

is good, which rules out Holbrooke Lake!  Also like Bishop’s Castle.” 

What meals do you cook that your family likes the most?  “The family’s favorite is when Rodney cooks any kind of meat out-

side with wood and fire! Everyone likes when I prepare cornbread dressing for holiday meals.”   Rodney is one seriously great 

cook, as many of us can attest to, after sampling Sunday Fellowship lunch entrees and Harvest Festival chili! 

Do you or your spouse have any unique hobbies?  Rodney’s unique hobby is knife, or hatchet throwing, and Martial Arts. 

How would your spouse describe you, and how would you describe your spouse?  “Sharron would say that I am someone 

who cares deeply about people, especially children who struggle. She says I have an uncanny way of meeting people where they 

are, and relating to them. She also says I take things personally and I’m always concerned about the negative. I describe her as 

my Smokin Hot Wife, strong, intelligent, God-fearing, and she brings me to life every day. There’s no me, without you.” 

Do you, your spouse, or your children have any unique nicknames?  Rodney is known as Pebbles and Roc, where Sharron’s 

nickname is Ronnie. Ayanna is simply Ay, or Wonder Girl. How about Super Girl Kazia, Money Girl Imani, Baby Girl/Pretty Girl 

Nya and Brother Miles?!  Rodney mentioned that, “Papa named the kids because he felt like he’d have to go to night school to 

learn how to pronounce their names correctly!! Middle names are easier: Rae, Lyn, Jae, Lea, E.B.” 

 Rodney ended with this….Frederick Douglass , (paraphrased) “Without struggle, there is no progress. We have had our share of 

struggles in marriage, in raising children, in work, in finances, in racial and social injustices, in the Packers not reaching the cham-

pionship game again, (wait, what??!) and yet….we are blessed to have progressed in our relationship with the Lord and our faith 

through it all. We were invited here to the Soup Supper in October of 2001, by the Cutforths’. It’s hard to believe we’ve been a part 

of WSBC for more than 20 years! And we love this body of believers! Please keep us in your prayers as we pray for you.    

   Love, 

             The Marshalls 

 

 

W H O A 

WOMEN HELPING ONE ANOTHER 

This pandemic has taken a toll on us in so many ways, one of which is our bodies. I for one have 

gained a lot of weight related to being in isolation and having inactivity.  

I am interested in starting a group to support one another. We could encourage each other by 

sharing ideas, recipes, successes and even failures, along with so much more. 

If you feel this type of group would be of interest to you, please contact Peggy (Lou) Romero, at 

(720) 270-6599, or by email at romeroshideaway@aol.com  

 

mailto:romeroshideaway@aol.com?subject=WHOA%20
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Happiness Is a “Burnt Shoe” 

 

When my younger brother when he was 5 or 6 years old, loved to practice his newly acquired 
linguistic skills. He would mispronounce so many words It took real thought to understand what 
he was actually saying. He would say something was a burnt shoe which we all understood as 
something being a virtue. Not that we didn’t derive great satisfaction in correcting him, even to 
this day. 

It made me think that happiness may be a burnt shoe as well. Throughout the day I listen to au-
dio books of authors I enjoy. Dennis Prager is one 
such Author in his book, Happiness is a Serious 
Problem He brought home an important perspec-
tive we as Christians understand to well, that of 
our old nature. Prager defined as “human nature 
is insatiable”. Though we as Christians under-
stand we by the power of the Holy Spirit have the 
ability not to sin, still can fall down the same rabbit 
hole of material goods giving us happiness.  

Who, after purchasing a new car or nice outfit did-
n’t get some happiness. More often than not we 
as Christians want to downplay that joy as unspir-
itual.  We as Americans live in the most prosper-
ous and freest nation that has ever come into be-
ing on this planet. Then why are so many unhap-
py with our Judeo-Christian values? Our laws and constitution are based on those values.   

As American Christians the right to practice our religion, though eroding Is still ingrained in our 
culture and our law.  So if Christians look to God and ask. Why God have you prospered me 
so?  Maybe we should just try and find pleasure in the things God has given us but still hold 
them loosely. As this life is nothing compared to the surpassing glory to come.  

So take pleasure not in the gifts but the giver our Lord Jesus Christ. But never forget to enjoy all 
that God has freely given us,  Happiness is not in one of the “latest greatest things” but true 
contentment comes when we can appreciate what we already have and relish in the never end-
ing Love of our Savior and Lord. As happiness is a virtue.   

Patrick V. 
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Sharing the Hope 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have.  – 1Peter 3:15 

“No news is good news,” we sometimes say, meaning that at least we are not hearing bad news, 
which tends to come in urgent messages. 

But in regard to Christmas, no news is bad news! The Christmas story is filled with the spread of 
the good news of God’s salvation. Angels visited Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds. 
Then the shepherds shared with everyone the amazing things they had heard and seen. God de-
clared the birth of Jesus to the Magi through a star and the writing of the prophets. The Holy 
Spirit identified Christ to Simeon and Anna. 

We have been celebrating God’s gift of hope through the Christ of Christmas. We have seen the 
difference Christ has made as we face guilt, uncertain futures, loss, sickness, and even death. 
Christ has met us in our pain and filled us with a hope that will 
not disappoint. Even though we live in a broken world, we look 
forward to a glorious future. 

Peter challenges us to look at the world around us. People are 
living and dying without hope. We have what they desperately 
need- we have hope. And when we live in hope in the face of 
brokenness, the world will notice. So Peter calls us to be ready 
to give an answer about the hope that we have. 

 

We are called to share the message of hope in Jesus Christ. Will you do that? 

 

 Taken in part from Calvin Aardsma 
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                                              The greatest love story of all times 

People crave romance. That is why Americans will shell out an average of $21 billion/year on chocolate, flowers 

and gifts for that one day that can also be the source of so much angst. We want so badly to believe that these 

things, along with a whole slew of sappy love songs, will bring us true happiness in the name of love and romance, 

that we dummies are willing to spend an average of $200 on our mates, having been bought into this day. Ladies, 

I’m not trying to give our husbands incentive to skip Valentine’s Day, but I wonder how many of us instead have 

chosen to focus on the greatest love story of all times? 

One of the most well-known and most-quoted bible verses in John 3:16, which states For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. That 

verse should stop us in our tracks when we think about the amount of love it takes for a person to give up their only 

child for the sake of others. And this giving up entailed “I know you won’t appreciate Him, I know you will abuse 

Him, laugh at Him and eventually kill Him.”  This verse should also bring us to our knees when we realize that the 

Son had to agree to subject himself to the Father’s will. He had to love us even more than he loved himself. The 

story of Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf illustrates the differences between real love and fake love. Fake love is con-

cerned with only needs and wants, while real love freely gives up everything for the only person even if it means 

death. 

The bible has much to say about the characteris-

tics of real love. One of the most famous is found 

in 1 Corinthians 13:  Love suffers long and is kind; 

love does not envy; love does not parade itself; is 

not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not 

seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does 

not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 

How many of us had that verse read as a part of 

our wedding ceremony, thinking at the time how 

we would be sure to treat each other exactly like 

that which was spoken? Looking throughout the 

years of our marriage, how many of us can say that we have lived up to those words? Apostle Paul wanted his 

readers to understand how to differentiate between real love and fake love. When we read the story of Jesus dying 

for humanity as part of the plan of salvation, we quickly see how he hit every one of those markers. Christ did not 

allow his circumstances to cause him to act in a way that brought dishonor to the Father. Instead, he continually put 

others before himself. 

Can you think of a greater love than the love God had for humanity? How many people reading this would consider 

giving up their lives for their friends? Would you sacrifice your son? Would you be willing to die for one of your 

neighbors? I thank God that He is no respecter of persons (Romans 2:11) and the He willingly, even eagerly, of-

fered His son for your sins and mine. I’m thankful that Jesus subjected himself, even to death on a cross. He gave 

his live so that we may have hope for eternal life. I pray that we take a moment to ponder the greatest love story of 

all times. 

“Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” 

 Ephesians 4:32 
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                                              “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

Galatians 2:20 

“Give thanks to the God of heaven, for His love endures forever.” 

Psalm 136:26 

“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my 

covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

Isaiah 54:10 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:37-39  

 

The Gideon installation of our Pat Cabrera and Andy Klinker-
man of Crowley Community Baptist church.  

.  

From left to right Pat Cabrera, Herman Arellano, Russ Brown, Andy Klinkerman and Jerry Cordova, 
president of the Pueblo Gideon camp.  
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Upcoming Events:                                           

Home Groups: 

Sun/5:30pm, Parsonage 

Th/6pm, Perry’s Home 

Men's and Women’s Ministries 
 

Monday: Ladies Bible Study  6:30pm 

Thursday: Men’s Bible Study   6:00am 

         

 

Sunday Morning Worship Service  10:30am 

 

 

  

 Please continue to pray for our Dear Cutsforth’s. Allen’s healing  We miss 

Allen and Pat so very much.   

 Pray for our teachers and our students with Covid fears and new schools 

 Pray for Peggy with her debilitating back pain. 

 Susan and Patrick’s daughter-in-law’s brother and family 

 Colette for healing and recovery 

 Rita for pain relief, patience and emotional strength 

 Pray for our congregation as we return to in person worship, entering the endemic phase of Covid. Al-

lowing us to praise the Lord face to face once again  
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Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations  

MISSION MINUTE 

  Pray for our missionaries: 

 Garret and Emily Schlegel with Navigators at Washington State University. 

 Arkansas Valley Pregnancy Center in La Junta 
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Pastor David Archer                   719-468-5194 

Church Office                              719-254-7755 

Email    westsidebibile@hotmail.com      

Website:  www.wsbible.org  

Gideons International website: Gideons.org   

 

 

mailto:westsidebibile@hotmail.com
http://www.wsbible.org
https://gideons.org/

