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Peace is not something I generally associate with Christmas. While I know there are 
all kinds of Christmas carols that talk about peace, it's just something that never 
resonated with me at Christmastime. Peace to me is sitting at the kitchen table with 
my wife, chatting over a cup of coffee. Christmas usually means ‘no peace’ to me - 
rushing here and there to accomplish everything we need to do for the holidays, 
worrying about presents you feel obligated to buy, having to spend time with 
people that I don't like to be with any other time of the year. 
  
Writing this devotional made me realize that I’m missing the whole point of the 
peace in Christmas. 
 
This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel - that there is peace with 

God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
Acts 10:36 

 
My peace during the holiday season is my peace with God that is derived from the 
birth of my Savior; which is truly the reason for the season. The hustle and bustle, the 
presents (or lack thereof) shouldn’t affect my peace at all if I stay focused on the 
peace that I have through my relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
    
Many of the people I feel obligated to see at Christmastime rub me the wrong way 
because we are in a different place spiritually. Some are church-goers, some are 
not; but it seems there are always topics pertaining to church or state that either 
makes my eyes roll or my blood boil. Something Jesus once said comes to mind 
when I think about who I’m called to be, in all seasons –  
 

“Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor,  
how do you make it salty again? You must have the qualities of salt among 

yourselves and live in peace with each other.” 
Mark 9:50 

 
I’ve allowed others (at least in my head) to rain on my peace during the holiday 
season. I’m supposed to be salt and light in all seasons. That means not just to 
tolerate others and their opinions; but to love them and speak as Jesus calls us to so 
that they too can experience the peace that I have. 
 
Here’s my prayer for all of us as Christ-followers this season: Father God, I’m so 
grateful for the peace I have in my life because of the sacrifice You gave of 
sending your Son. Help me to focus on this peace and not let my heart be 
distracted by people or situations. Please open paths for me to speak Your truth into 



people’s lives that I come in contact with over this season and make my words 
fitting so that they will be open to hear from you. 
 


