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“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, 

the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!  
Luke 2:10b-11 

 
21 years ago today, Bonnie and I were in the living room of our small rented 
home in Portsmouth. She was “great with child” and if she didn’t deliver soon, 
we were going to schedule an inducement.  Contractions had started in the 
wee hours of the morning.  They were starting to come closer together and with 
greater intensity until finally we decided…it was time. 
 
Not long after settling into the room at Maryview, the cry could be heard and 
the doctor announced that our baby daughter, Sarah Christine, had arrived.  
What an amazing thing to witness! I remember getting on the phone and calling 
friends and family and telling them the news…our daughter has come. 
Celebrate with us. 
 
As great as that news was, and as much joy as that news brought to all of our 
friends and family that we called, I don’t think it was necessarily great joy to all 
people. (Sorry Sarah.) 
 
The angels said that the news of the birth of Jesus would bring GREAT joy to ALL 
people.  That’s a lot of joy for the birth of a baby.  But, of course, this wasn’t just 
a baby.  This was the Savior of the world!   
 
The message of the angels still rings true today.  Jesus will come back.  And for 
all who are waiting for Him to return…there will be joy!  Joy that we lived for Him.  
Joy that we looked for Him.  Joy that we waited for Him.  Joy that we will be with 
Him for all of eternity. 
 
This Christmas, reflect on those moments that have brought you the most joy.  
Then multiply that joy exponentially to bring joy to the whole world.  That is what 
Jesus represents.  Thank you Jesus!  And…happy birthday, Sarah! 
 
Prayer: Thank you Father for the great joy that is found in Jesus.  Thank you for 
allowing me to experience joys here on earth that at least give me a glimpse of 
the great joy that awaits me when Jesus comes back.  Grant me the courage to 
share your joy with others around me.  Don’t let me keep the joy to myself.  
Amen.	


