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“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds…”  
James 1:2 

 
Ew. I do NOT like that verse. (I would say “hate,” but I’m pretty sure you’re not 
supposed to say that about the Bible… even the parts you don’t like.) When I 
think of things I consider pure joy, trials are not that. How about this verse 
instead?  
 

“Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for 
God had already approved what you do.”  

Ecclesiastes 9:7 
 
Yes! That’s more like it: friends around the table, good food, and happy 
memories—now that sounds joyful to me.  
 
But, think about the last trial (or two) you encountered: was it a trial against 
yourself? Or did it involve a friend or family member? Many times, my trials are 
with friends, family, or coworkers. And yet, those same people are the ones I 
experience the most joy with when we eat, drink, and spend time together.  
 
Opening our homes and hearts to people is messy. They might get too 
comfortable and say hurtful things. They may ask too much of our time or 
friendship. And, you know what, sometimes we just want to sit on the couch and 
watch Netflix and eat ice cream!  But Jesus has placed those people in our lives 
for His work. It makes us more like Him, and enables us to share His love with 
people. Ugh, and sometimes that feels like trials.  
 
The holidays are upon us, and with that comes lots of dinners, parties, and get-
togethers with friends and family, who we love and yet, can drive us 
bonkers.  Yes, your mother may cause some trials to rise up. And yes, your wife 
may already be crazy because of her long to-do lists. And yes, your brother 
won’t RSVP, but will show up anyway. And yes, your one friend did that one 
thing. But, consider these opportunities for pure joy: to share Jesus’ love with 
them, and grow yourself to be more like Jesus. 
	


