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It’s funny, the things we remember sometimes. The biggest joy for me as a kid 
during the Christmas season was getting to open presents on Christmas Eve. I 
don’t remember ever opening gifts on Christmas Day growing up. Christmas Day 
was one of the few days my parents got to sleep in; they let us open gifts on 
Christmas Eve so we would be preoccupied with something on Christmas 
morning. My wife’s family never opened gifts on Christmas Eve when she was 
growing up. I felt sorry that she was robbed of that joy!  
 
When we got married, we made a compromise – we would open our gifts to 
each other on Christmas Eve and open family gifts on Christmas Day. When we 
added children to the family, we let each of our daughters open a gift or two 
on Christmas Eve; then we opened the gifts from ‘Santa’ on Christmas Day. Over 
the years I started to lose the joy of gift giving with my children because ‘Santa’ 
seemed to give better gifts than I did.    
 
Many people say the idea of giving gifts at Christmas stems from the first gifts 
given by the wise men to Jesus. We read in God’s Word, 
 

When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!  
They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and 
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

Matthew 2:10-11 
 
These astronomers were looking for the fulfillment of prophesy from Micah,  
 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people 

of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come 
from you on my behalf.  

Micah 5:2 
 
The men travelled a great distance and suffered some hardships in order to 
come and see this ruler of Israel and to worship him. It was only fitting that they 
bring Him gifts as part of their worship. Like the wise men, we should give gifts to 
others to let them know we love them and value their relationship. Hopefully, our 
gifts will also remind them of that first Christmas.  
 
Here’s my prayer of joy for all of us over the this season: “Father God, thank You 
for the lesson of the wise men that traveled far just to offer gifts of worship to the 



King of kings. As we experience the joy of giving and receiving gifts this 
Christmas, may we never lose sight of the greatest gift that was ever given to us 
– a Savior that would allow us to reconnect with you, now and for eternity! 
Amen 
	


