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It’s amazing how we can learn to love something that we might not have had any interest in earlier. 
Growing up, I remember watching my mom and grandmother painting regularly. It seemed like there was 
always a new masterpiece going up on the wall and some of my fondest memories of my Grandmother 
are of her setting up her easel and starting a new project. As a kid I assumed that my grandmother had 
always loved art and had helped my mom get into it as well; that painting was something they had shared 
for years. The truth is, it was a relatively new hobby they learned.  
 
My memories of my grandmother painting like a pro were really of her learning how to paint from a pro. 
That pro was Bob Ross. His calming teaching style showed an entire generation that they too could fall in 
love with art. Individuals who thought painting was out of their reach were now boldly stepping out into this 
new, exciting world to paint happy clouds.  
 
My grandmother painted for the rest of her life, my mom painted for most of my childhood and 
encouraged me to get into art as well. They learned how to love something by listening to someone who 
already loved it. They made it look easy because they had a good teacher.  
 
God teaches us how to love because He is love. Someone who has followed God for a long time will make 
showing love look easy; not because it is easy but because they have a great teacher helping them. When 
we see God’s heart, we learn how to love things we weren’t even thinking about and in some cases it 
helps us to love more intently and honestly. Paul writes this about learning how to love; 
 
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of 

God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
1 John 4:7-8 

 
In some cases, this understanding of Godly love is so different than what we are used to, our very nature 
fights it. But, as with all training, the more we listen to our teacher the easier it gets. Paul continues his 
encouragement by writing this;   
 

God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our love 
grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with 

confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. 
1 John 4:16-17 

  
As we follow God, our understanding of love grows and continues to improve. We have setbacks and 
some days we might feel like utter failures but God’s love will always push through. We are his masterpiece 
and we are confident, not because of our own understanding of love but because of the love that He 
showed us first. This holiday season, let the perfect teacher show you how to love perfectly as we live like 
Jesus in this world. 
	


