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You know, it sounds so simple: Love your neighbor.                                                 
 
Ok, that’s not so hard. But wait a minute… Love my neighbor as MYSELF? 
 
What if my neighbor doesn’t take care of his yard or he leaves Christmas lights 
up all year? Or worse, they party (loudly) all the time?  Surely God doesn’t want 
me to love them as much as I love myself! I mean come 
on!                                                                                           
 
Let’s see…   
My yard? Awesome.  
My Christmas decorations? Down January 1. 
Do I party too loud? Well…2 out of 3 isn’t too bad.  
 
In the book of Matthew, when Jesus was approached by the Pharisees (uber 
religious guys of the day), they asked him, 
 

“Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of 
Moses?”  Matthew 22:36 

Jesus’ reply was awesome. 
 
“‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 

mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”                      
Matthew 22:37-38 

 
Ok, I totally got that. I do love the Lord my God. But in the same breath, without 
pause Jesus continues… 
 
“A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’   The entire law 

and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two 
commandments.”   Matthew 22:39-40 

 
Wow! It’s that important. All of the laws and commands rest on the idea that we 
are to love our neighbors. As Christ followers we are called to live as he did. Jesus 
loved everyone and he demonstrated it throughout his time on earth, most 
prominently on the cross.   
 
So how can we demonstrate love for our neighbors? 
 1. Pray for them 
 2. If you see they need help, volunteer your time. 



 3. Invite them to dinner or a casual get together.  
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me look for the good in all my neighbors. Help me show 
your love in all I do. 
	


