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“Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each 

other’s faults because of your love. Always keep yourselves united in the Holy 
Spirit, and bind yourselves together with peace.” 

Ephesians 4:2-3 
 
Church summer camp was the highlight of my summer as a juvenile. The second 
best thing from school ending was the countdown to camp beginning. We 
always crammed into a 15-passenger van, drove a ton of miles (or so it seemed) 
traveling to a different state and dreamed about what the next week would be 
like. Each year had a different theme but they all began the same way: 
roommate assignments. For the most part, I was normally paired with a good 
friend I knew well, or if I was lucky, my bestie.  
 
One year in particular, I remember my roommate match did not make me 
excited. I didn’t know this girl well, our personalities were different and I wasn’t 
really interested in getting to know her. I was bummed! This feeling lasted for a 
good day and a half until I became so distracted by how much fun I was 
actually having with her.  
 
As I reflect on this time, I realize my discontent stemmed from the dreams I had 
about how the week would translate. I had unrealistic expectations about the 
memories I would be creating.  
 
Many of us find ourselves in similar situations today. We create expectations for 
our life or of other people and we are constantly disappointed. I believe the 
idea should be to love with no expectations. Love with an open heart and open 
mind. Jesus didn’t die on the cross expecting us to be perfect after his life giving 
sacrifice, he just loved us.  
 
I never would I have dreamed that I would make a new friend just by opening 
up my heart and loving her for who she was, not the expectations I believed 
were true of her. Christ wants to wow us, but he can’t if we don’t open our heart 
and love the person in front of us, with no expectations. 
	


