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Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will put my hope in God! I will 

praise him again my Savior and my God! 
Psalms 42:11 

 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year, with the kids jingle belling and 
everyone telling you be of good cheer. It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”  
 
Well what if I don’t want to “be of good cheer”! Around the Hager house, I tend 
to play the Grinch character when it comes to everything Christmas. My wife 
often gets frustrated with me because I don’t understand why we have these 
traditions, such as buying a real Christmas tree, EVERY YEAR! I mean the sap and 
pine needles alone would drive even Santa’s jolliest elf to scream, “Bah 
humbug!” 
 
So by the time I have finished up the leftovers from Thanksgiving, purchased all 
the kids presents, put a tree in my house and drug that same tree back out to 
the dumpster, and of course watched Elf 100 times, I am left questioning “what 
is this all for”?  
 
Maybe the reason I get so grumpy around the holidays is because I know deep 
down inside I am not focusing on the main thing. I want my family and those I 
come in contact with to see the hope that I have because of Jesus. My actions 
and attitudes should reflect the joy and praise I have for our God who has saved 
us.   
 
Without Jesus we would be left with sappy trees and pine needles to clean up. 
This Christmas season let’s keep in mind that we have a message of Hope. No 
matter how discouraged you may find yourself remember our Hope rest in the 
Jesus! This means I can “be of good cheer” because I know that God is in 
control.  
 
 
 
Prayer: God thank you for sending your Son to the be Hope of the world. Please 
remind us that no matter what we are going through you remain faithful. Today 
we put our trust in you and ask that you would use us to spread your message of 
hope. 
	


