
December 2, 2016 
Laurie Johnson 
Treasurer 

 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not 

evil, to give you a future and a hope. 
Jeremiah 29:11 

 
In January 2016, my husband received a job offer to come to Virginia for a 
better job opportunity.  In doing so, we would have to leave the state in which 
we were both born and raised, and where our children and grandchildren will 
stay to live when we moved. 
 
I wasn’t working, at the time, because I was spending my time taking care of my 
grandchildren and loving it.  We took some time and prayed about it, talked to 
all five of the children and listened to their opinions.  Surprisingly, although they 
all said they would be sad to see us go, they thought it was a great opportunity 
for us and wanted us to take it. 
 
Well, this terrified both of us; probably more me than him because I am the shy 
one and he was moving for a job.  Here we are leaving all our friends and family 
to move to a state where we wouldn’t know a soul.  I was excited and scared all 
at the same time.  Ready for a change (and no Minnesota winters) and already 
feeling lonely since I didn’t know anyone. 
 
As I packed up 20 years of living in the same house, I was starting to feel some 
relief from the anxiety.  All my prayers about the move were working because, 
GOD made that feeling of calm come over me.  Hope and excitement grew as 
I anticipated our new adventure… A New chapter in our lives together was 
about to begin and GOD was going to be with us. 
 
Do you believe that the LORD knows what tomorrow will bring for you?  Can you 
take that deep breath, close your eyes and tell the LORD you believe in the 
direction he guides you to, even if it may be a little different from your path?  He 
knows what is best for you and will provide.  Your hopes and dreams will be met, 
but in the way he wants them for you, so trust in him to carry you through. 
 
Prayer: Dear LORD, thank you for yesterday.  Today is a new day, and I look 
forward to what you have in store for me.  Show me the direction you want me 
to go and help me to learn to recognize when you are guiding me in a different 
direction than where I am trying to go.  You have great hopes for me and I am 
here to serve you, in your precious name, Amen 
	
		


