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Notes From Pastor John Gerike, Senior Pastor  

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus..." ~Philippians 2:5 

 

That is my prayer for you--as it is my prayer for me.  May we know Jesus so well that we 

make Jesus known in all that we say and do.  May our lives and minds be a reflection of the 

love we are first given from God through Christ Jesus. 

 

In the past year, I have seen that love shining through the lives of the people of Our Saviour’s.  I give thanks to 

God for your ministry to one another, and I pray that ministry may continue to grow deeper and wider in the 

years ahead. 

 

A couple highlights from this past year: 

60th Anniversary Celebration:  It's been great to hear the stories of our first 60 years of ministry, 

especially with the visits from former pastors.  A lot of wonderful things have happened in 60 years.  I look 

forward to the next 60. 

Welcome Pastor Emily Wiles:  With the arrival of Pastor Emily, our staff Executive Team is in place.  I 

give thanks to Lynn Panosh, Jean Jepson, Pastor Brian Wise, and now Pastor Emily Wiles for the many gifts 

they bring as staff and leadership work to involve the whole congregation in ministry together. 

CAT Survey and World Cafes:  We have learned a lot from the CAT Survey and the World Cafes.  Thanks 

for being a part of that process--which still continues.  The Congregation Council will keep working on shaping 

our vision and direction for at least several more months--and maybe longer.  As the church around the world 

goes through transition, we seek to find ways to creatively make a difference in the world that God loves. 

 

Although the visioning is still ongoing, several areas of emphasis have been affirmed through the CAT Survey 

and World Cafes: 

 

Hospitality:  "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers..."  (Hebrews 13:2a)  How can we make 

everyone welcome whenever we gather?  How can we care for each other and those we have not yet met? 

Meaningful Relationships:  Jesus said: "Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another" (John 13:34b)  God works through relationships to strengthen our community and strengthen our faith.  

As we care for each other, we are given meaningful life in Christ. 

Engagement/Involvement:  "Whoever wants to be great must serve"  (Matthew 20:26b)  Having received 

God's welcome, strengthened by the community, we reach out in love to make Jesus known through our service 

to others. 

 

I am blessed to be a part of this congregation and God's mission we share.  I look forward to the exciting things 

God will be doing here in the coming year.  Thanks for your partnership in ministry. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Gerike 



Notes From Pastor Brian Wise 

Jesus loved to tell stories. In fact, except with his disciples, most of his teaching was through stories. Whether the 

parable of the farmer scattering seed or the man who built his house on the rock, Jesus was an expert of 

communicating God’s love through story. When we share our faith with others or talk about what God is doing in 

our lives, we can simply start by sharing a story. From there, we connect with others at the heart level, making 

authentic connections that move us into the type of community that God created us to be. Story Year, our theme 

for 2016 and our 60th Anniversary, has been a year full of stories that have celebrated all of the awesome things 

that God is doing through people like you and me. For my report this year, I would like to share with you some of 

those stories! 

 

As Pastor of Outreach, I am forever grateful for our Mission’s Team and Mission Leaders who work, volunteer, and 

share God’s love for all people, both locally and globally. We continued to gather all mission leaders for quarterly 

meeting with updates, but the intent of our conversation is to share stories and connect our missions to one 

another. Over this last year, we encouraged our mission leaders to be good stewards of the financial gifts that we 

have been given by encouraging each mission to creatively consider applying for Thrivent Action Grants. An 

“Action Grant” is a $250 gift card which helps to offset costs of events and allow funds raised to go directly to the 

mission. By the end of the year, I was thrilled to see that these Thrivent Action Grants saved our congregation 

$34,000! These grants then allowed a higher percentage of our mission offerings and gifts to go directly to the 

mission it was intended. I applaud our leaders and our many members who helped Our Saviour’s in this way!  

 

We have continued our work to simplify and define membership at Our Saviour’s over this last year too! Our goal is 

for guests and visitors to feel welcomed and be able to join our church 365 days of the year. This is happening by 

taking the focus off of classes and paperwork and instead, putting the focus on relationships between our newest 

families and our current members. We began quarterly gathers, from “Pie with Pastor Al” or “Wine and Cheese 

Nights at Celebration” which encourage new friends and old friends to share their stories and truly welcome one 

another. A big part of the membership story comes from the question, “Why membership?” We are now inviting our 

guests and potential members to see membership, not like a country club, but as an invitation into the body of 

Christ. We are each different parts of this body, and each of us are called to share the gifts that God has given us. 

Truth is, we need you here! I am so thankful for our staff and leaders who have helped us to simplify this process, 

and I look forward to continuing to share the steps to membership with the wider community.  

 

Finally, I want to thank you for your commitment to our Faith Community and for all of the ways that you continue 

to support the ministries of Our Saviour’s by sharing your story. Not only has this been a year of you sharing your 

story with the church, but this church supported Amanda and me as our family continued our story by welcoming 

Wesley William Wise in October of 2016! (Insert your own joke about the Pastor of Outreach adding to the 

membership) While Pastor John was baptizing Wesley, I looked out to see so many faithful members smiling and 

taking pictures, people who are more than just members of the church where we belong, you have become our 

family. This is a story that will forever stick in my heart and mind. We have church walls and structure, but in the 

end the story is about the Love of God that is shared between friends and family. I am so thankful for our church 

family, and I feel your energy, love, support, and momentum as we look toward the future together! We truly are 

Blessed to be a Blessing! 

God’s Peace,  Pastor Brian Wise 

The disciples came up and asked Jesus, “Why do you tell stories?” He replied, “You’ve been given 

insight into God’s kingdom. You know how it works...But you have God-blessed eyes—eyes that see! 

And God-blessed ears—ears that hear! A lot of people, prophets and humble believers among them, 

would have given anything to see what you are seeing, to hear what you are hearing, but never had 

the chance.” ~Matthew 13:10-11, 16-17 (The Message Bible) 



Notes from Steve Spayer, Council Chairperson 

Annual Meeting submission: 

Looking back while moving forward… 

This past weekend, I had an experience driving behind someone having difficulty processing 

what was going on in front of them, to the point where they stopped their car to look in the 

rearview mirror at me for guidance. At the time, I remember thinking it was a metaphor for life. 

It’s been fun during the celebration of our 60th Anniversary having former pastors preach and help us look back 

for perspective on those that have come before us; the decisions that have been made, the ministries 

launched, and the lives impacted by this church community. It’s important to understand and appreciate the 

events that helped shape who we are today. At the same time, it is important that we look forward in setting 

direction for who we are currently being called to be. 

Thank you again for participating in the CAT survey and the subsequent World Café sessions. Both of these 

tools proved beneficial in helping to benchmark where we are today as a community. Both helped to identify 

some operational areas of the church that need to be addressed.  Our intent is to approach these issues 

methodically; we have the benefit of history (we have implemented a number of things over the years); we have 

the benefit of perspective (we know now that being quick to act doesn’t always create a sustainable program), 

and we have the benefit of a community ready to engage.  Our expectation is that we will suggest a small 

number of short term “task forces” to help us define system changes that reflect best practices and integrate 

resources of staff and community volunteers. 

In terms of strategic direction, our intent is to work with an outside advisor to guide us through a process that 

will leverage what you have shared with us so far through the CAT survey and the World Cafes. We do 

anticipate involving members of the church community in the discernment process as it evolves.  More on this 

to come… 

Moving forward we need your help in looking forward to “see” who we are being called to. Here are the Our 

Saviour’s council members 

 

 

2016- 2017 Council Members 

Vice-Chairperson 

Christine Robinson 

 

Secretary 

Susan Miller 

 

Mark Witt 

 

Robyn Carlson 

Ruth Nelson 

Graham Brenna 

 

Laura Adeli 

Glenn Wishnew 



Membership and Staff Updates 

Membership Updates 

Baptized membership of Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church is currently  2926. 

 

Average Weekly Attendance : 765 

 

Pastoral  Acts July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017 

Baptisms: 46 

Confirmations: 36 

Weddings: 11 

Funerals: 18 

 

Staff Updates 

We would like to thank the following people for their years of service at Our Saviour’s and for all they 

have done to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. We wish them well on their new journeys, and may 

God continue to bless each of them. 

 Janine Norgaard (Children and Family) 

 Jane Kahle (Counselor) 

 Peggy McKinley (Administrative)  

 Paul Litwicki (Custodian) 

 Don Hines (Custodian) 

 Doug Doyle (Custodian) 

 

New Staff Members: 

Pastor Emily Wiles 

 

New Member Update 

We are excited to welcome 90 new members at 

Our Saviour’s from the fiscal calendar year              

July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017. This includes both 

adults and children. We hosted a variety of Meet 

and Greets with the Pastors for new members to 

connect with others.  In order to grow disciples 

who make an impact with their generous hearts, 

we ask that our new members commit to 

worship, serve, connect, and give.   

 

Submitted by  

Jean Jepson, Director of Communications and 

Administration 

 
 
 



The Children’s Center Preschool 



 

 

 

The Children’s Center Recap 
Submitted by Kelly Gilligan 
 Opened the 2016/2017 school year with 250 

children, and 24 staff members in our twelfth year 

of operation. 

 A self-supported ministry of Our Saviour's, The 

Children's Center provided a $100,000 

Benevolence to Our Saviour's Operating Fund, 

$50,000 to the Debt Free Campaign and $20,000 to 

the Maintenance Fund. 

 The Children’s Center successfully renewed our 

three year license with The Department of Child 

and Family Services (DCFS), fulfilling all their 

requirements for operation. 

 Twelve preschool classes, and five Parents Day 

Out (PDO) classes were carried out in our six 

beautifully furnished classrooms. 

 This was our first year of offering a Friday 

S.T.E.A.M. Enrichment class for our budding 

engineers, and we had 30 students enrolled. 

 We had three sessions of six-week Preschool 

Enrichment classes, offering nine different classes 

attended by over 165 children.  

 We started a Moms of Tots (MOTS) group that met 

monthly and had guest speakers on important 

topics of interest. They made tie blankets for the 

Baby Care Ministry in January. 

 Throughout the year we collected items for local 

missions and ministries. In March, we collected 205 

boxes of cereal for Loaves and Fishes during 

Lutheran Schools Week. In April, we collected pet 

supplies for our pet-themed month, and donated 

them to the Naperville Humane Society. 

 Pastor Brian led our monthly chapel times, which 

were held in the gym some months because of an 

increase in parent attendance. 

 

 In October, we hosted our second annual Dad’s 

Night event, with a Super Hero theme. Over 200 

dads and children came to school to rotate between 

classrooms set up with activities. 

 In December, our preschool families generously 

donated over 20 grocery bags of baby food to 

Loaves and Fishes, collected at our Annual 

Christmas Program. 

 We visited the Prayer Shawl Ministry ladies several 

months, and the preschoolers sang and entertained 

them as they knitted. 

 The preschoolers created placemats and table 

decorations for each monthly Senior Luncheon held 

at Our Saviour’s. 

 Preschool families donated nearly 1,000 gently 

loved baby items to the Baby Care Ministry during 

the month of May, supporting Lutheran World Relief 

and other local missions. 

 Our Last Slide Raffle in May raised over $1,600 to 

help furnish our new Outdoor Classroom. This 

outdoor learning space will be used for 

preschoolers to explore God’s beautiful earth 

through the seasons, and for summer camp fun. 

 $300 was collected and donated to Loaves and 

Fishes Packs4Kids program, feeding under-

resourced Naperville children throughout summer 

months. 

 The preschoolers sang three times at the 

Celebration church service in November, February 

and April. 

 150 mothers and grandmothers celebrated 

Mother’s Day at the preschool, joining their child for 

a Mother’s Day Chapel, including a special blessing 

from Pastor Brian.  

 Eagle Scouts replanted the sensory garden in the 

playground and built some magnifying equipment 

for the Outdoor Classroom. 

 We had nine weeks of summer camp with over 230 

children participating. 

 

 



Children and Family Ministries 

 158 Children were registered for Church School at Our Saviour’s.  Church 

School was offered at the 9:00 am and 10:30 am worship hours at the Our  

Saviour’s campus and at 10:00 am at the Celebration campus. 

 Seven different Bible stories or themes were explored during the program 

year: Moses, Ten Commandments, John the Baptist, Jesus the Early Years, 

Jonah,  Easter - Amazing Grace, and the Parables. 

 Bible stories are taught in a variety of ways to meet the different learning 

styles of the children. Games, science, and biblical reenactment were among 

the favorite lessons. 

 Every Sunday morning began with the teachers and shepherds in Huddle 

and Prayer before the hour. We prayed for all the children and families, and we 

prayed for each other. 

 Special Sundays in church school gave children an opportunity to learn 

about Advent or Lent and make something their family could use throughout the 

church season to focus on its true meaning.  

 Special classes were offered to families with upper elementary children to 

talk about Addictive Disease Awareness and Human Sexuality in the context of 

our Christian values. 

 Bibles were given to Kindergarten and 3rd grade children. 

 Church school does not happen without the people who volunteer to share 

their faith journey with the children. Thank you to all the shepherds and teachers 

who served faithfully throughout the year! 

 

Stepping Stones 

These classes serve to keep the promises made at a child’s baptism by the 

parents, sponsors, and the church. The classes are taught by lay people who 

have a passion for the faith practice and a desire to share their faith journey. 

Children and parents attend the classes together and then integrate the faith 

practice with worship and the life of the faith community. 

Prayer Stepping Stone - 1st grade 

Devotion Stepping Stone - 2nd grade 

Bible Stepping Stone - 3rd grade 

Service Stepping Stone - 4th grade 

Communion Stepping Stone - 5th grade 

 

 

 

 



Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Two weeks of Cave Quest VBS were offered for kids of all ages. 254 kids and over 120 volunteers learned how 

Jesus is the “Light of the World” through games, music, dancing, and lots of fun!  A mission is always part of the 

week. This year VBS kids contributed over $1100 to DuPage PADS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events: 

Three Children’s Ministry events gave families an opportunity to spend time together at church and to give back 

to others:   

 The Trunk or Treat took place in October.  Members of the church decorated their car trunks, and 75 kids 

“trick or treated” from trunk to trunk in the parking lot at Our Saviour’s.  Games and snacks were held inside.  

Kids learned a song during the event and sang it that evening during the 5:00 pm Saturday service.  Families 

brought in food to donate to Loaves and Fishes.  

 The Polar Express Movie event was offered in December.  Children and adults watched the Polar Express 

Movie together while eating breakfast.  Families were equipped with discussion topics to take home and 

discuss during the busy holiday season.  During this event, the kids brought in and packaged hats, gloves, 

and scarves that were donated to the Bethel New Life Holiday Project.   

 160 children and adults attended the Crosswalk on Good Friday.  28 Middle School, High School and 

College students played the key roles in re-enactment of the events of Holy Week.  



The purpose of Youth Ministries is: to grow young 
Christian leaders who passionately live out their faith, 
lovingly share the Good-News, and selflessly make a 
significant difference in the lives of others. 
  
The 2016-17 Program Year was a year of energy and 
excitement.  The Youth Program at Our Saviour’s 
continues to provide the youth with many different and 
unique outlets to grow their faith and relationships. We 
have so many youth that are having such a great time 
at programs that they are not only consistently 
attending but are also inviting friends to be a part of 
what we have to offer. 
 
We continued to grow the youth’s participation in 
worship by adding a second Youth Sunday.  Now, we 
have a Youth Sunday Service both in the fall and in the 
spring. The youth have been serving at the 10:30 am 
service; however in the spring we also served at the 
10:00 am service.  Youth participate as greeters, 
ushers, communion servers, acolytes, crucifers, 
readers, assisting ministers, and even gave the 
children’s sermon at the 10:00 am service!  It’s so great 
to see the energy these kids bring with them when they 
serve. 

Students continue to love participating in Feed My 
Starving Children, Sleep Out Saturday, shopping for 
Toys for Tots, collecting hats, scarves, and gloves for 
kids in need, and making Christmas cards for the 
elderly.  
 
Since our students have such a passion for serving 
others, we started an official Youth Service Day this fall.  
The junior and senior high students came together to 
serve members of our church by helping them with their 
fall yard clean-ups.  Each year these events not only 
bring joy to our students’ hearts, but also to the people 
they help along the way.  
 
The growth and excitement around the Youth Ministry 
are so inspiring!  You can see the students 
passionately living out their faith in the various activities 
they participate in around church and in the community.   

Junior High Ministry (Surge) 
Surge Mentors:13 adults, 18 high school students, and 
 7 substitutes  
Registered Students: 108  
Average Attendance: 88 (81%) 
 The Junior High Ministry at Our Saviour’s is focused 

on educating our youth on learning what it means to 
belong to a community of faith.  This journey of 
spiritual growth brings the students to their 
Confirmation at the end of their eighth grade year.  

 The curriculum is on a three-year rotation.  This 
year, the focus of the Confirmation curriculum was 
the Old Testament and the Sacraments.  Currently, 
all curriculum is being further developed into a more 
in-depth look on weekly topics. 

 
Confirmation 
Confirmands: 36 8th Graders 
 The Confirmation retreat not only gives the students 

a chance to build relationships within their 
community, but it also gives them a chance to begin 
articulating their faith.  Students begin working on 
their Faith Statements, an expression of the journey 
that they’ve taken to get to where their faith is 
today.   

 During the Confirmation Ceremony, students 
shared their Faith Statements during the service, 
and two talented students performed music during 
the offering and communion.  It was especially nice 
to have the confirmands serve communion with 
their parents.  The mentors of the 8th grade 
participated in the blessing and as ushers.  The 
ceremony was such a beautiful service. 

Youth Ministries 



High School Ministry (Ignition) 
Ignition Mentors: 14 adults    
Registered Students: 46 
Average Attendance: 32 (70%) 
 The High School Ministry ignites our students’ faith 

into action.  Each week we sought to provide a 
balance of fun activities, enriching faith-based 
discussions on topics that our teens are currently 
facing, as well as service opportunities that would 
meet each person where he/she is in their faith 
journey. 

 Curriculum topics were decided by the Leadership 
Team, a group of 8-12 committed high school 
students that met once a week.  Throughout the 
year, the team took on more leadership roles 
outside of weekly meetings and began planning not 
only the weekly topics and events but also the 
discussion questions that went with the topics.   

International Mission Trip (Haiti)  
This year a team of nine students and four mentors 
traveled back to Mariani, Haiti, for the seventh year in a 
row. Throughout the week, not only did the team 
continue to build relationships with the Haitians as we 
worked on the church of Mariani, but God continued to 
work on our hearts, deepening our faith and love for the 
mission work in Haiti. This year we raised money to 
fund the building of a playground for the kids at Mariani. 
It was a blessing to be able to start that project during 
our trip and see the progress they are making while we 
are gone. The youth of Our Saviour’s have built such a 
special bond with our partners in Haiti, both at the 
church at Mariani and at the Good Shepherd 
Orphanage.  We all look forward to our eighth year in 
Haiti next spring. 
 

Domestic Mission Trip (Workcamp) 
During the summer, we took 10 students and 2 mentors 
to Spring Grove, PA, for a week-long mission trip where 
we came together with hundreds of other youth groups.  
Throughout the week, we built lasting relationships with 
fellow workcampers from all over the US and Canada, 
as well as with our residents that we served during the 
week.  Together we completed a variety of home 
repairs such as building decks and wheelchair ramps, 
painting exterior and interior of homes, and roof repairs. 
It was an amazing and transforming six days.   
 

Youth Auction - Time After Time 
For the 29th year in a row, the youth of Our Saviour’s 
came together to put on a totally Awesome 80’s themed 
evening that transported the audience back to the time 
of Michael Jackson and Cyndi Lauper. This year’s 
Youth Auction was a tubular evening full of delicious 
food, fabulous entertainment, and great fellowship.  The 
Youth Auction is the largest fundraiser put on by the 
youth, raising over $30,000 this year.  Our student 
leaders gather and decide how to disperse the money 
raised.  This year, the team decided to allocate the 
funds as follows: 55% to Ministry Tour, 20% to Haiti, 
10% to Workcamp, 10% to tithe to the church building 
fund, a 5% tithe to Feed My Starving Children, and 5% 
for Youth Scholarships.  

The faith of our students is growing every day, and I am 
blessed to be a part of that journey for the fourth year. 
 
Submitted by:  
Bobbi Jo Cyr, Director of Youth Ministries 



Many, many thanks go out to all the leaders of these ministries that would not be possible without their 

commitment and dedication.  Empowered by the Spirit, they share their gifts and inspire all of us to integrate 

the Christian faith into our everyday lives.  Here are snapshots of some of the Adult Faith ministries from the 

past year: 

Exploring Our Faith:  Conversations that Challenge and Transform  - each Sunday morning from 

September through April, we hold adult education classes at 9:00 and 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall at the 

Our Saviour’s Campus. The main theme for the Fall classes this past year was “What Does Martin Luther 

Mean for Us Today?” featuring noted Luther scholar Kurt Hendel and LSTC Professor Ray Pickett.  Our 

theme for the Winter was “Why Do We Live Out Our Faith in the World?” with discussions about the purpose 

of faith led by Ray Pickett, augmented by classes on the challenge of fostering community and the special 

challenge of engaging Millennials.  Jan Dusek presented classes on the Visual Artists of the Reformation. Kris 

Reenstjerna led classes on “Speaking Christian” about the real meaning of the words we hear in every 

worship service. From David Ashcraft and David Kruse, we learned about Christmas traditions, and Professor 

Peter Vethanayagamony talked about how we should relate to people of other faiths. 

Men’s Ministry: Men’s Ministry continues its mission to 

provide opportunities for the men of Our Saviour’s to grow in 

faith, fellowship, and service.  The monthly Men’s Breakfast 

(second Saturday of each month from September to May) 

continues to grow in attendance and featured interesting 

speakers from local philanthropies such as Loaves & Fishes/

Naperville Cares, Bridge Ministries, Ronald McDonald House, 

and World Relief.  We also honored our veterans in November, 

and held a car show in May with new cars from local dealerships 

and members’ vintage cars. Our second combined men’s and 

women’s breakfast in January was a great success with 135 in 

attendance, and Bishop Wayne Miller as the guest speaker.  The 

Fall Men’s Retreat, led by Pastor John Hildner, was held the 

weekend of October 1 and 2 at the Glenhagan Farm Retreat 

House in Princeton, and focused on transitioning to the second half of life and mentoring other men using 

“Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr as a guide for discussion. Men’s Ministry also performed several work 

projects for congregation members during the year, hosted a Lenten mid-week soup dinner in March, 

volunteered at Ronald McDonald House in April,  served the Baccalaureate Brunch for the high school seniors 

in May, and helped with the Mega Garage Sale. 

Adult Ministries 



Tuesday Morning Bible Study met from October to April. Between eight and 18 men and women attended 

each week to take a look at the Gospel message for the previous week. After listening to different translations of 

the same passage,  we tried to gain a broader understanding of the verse.  Any Bible Study is only helpful if you 

get to the "so what?" Each week we would discuss questions that brought us to wrestle with questions like: Why 

is this verse in the Bible? What does this mean for me today? What is God asking me to do or think about? How 

shall I respond? The Bible Study is open to everyone and has a "come as you can" invitation. Of course, once you 

attend you won't want to miss it!  

 

A new Bible Study at Our Saviour’s began in January this year. The Women's Bible Study explored the 

Gospel of Matthew using Max Lucado’s Life Lessons series. The Lucado Bible study helped us examine the 

Gospel of Matthew through intriguing questions, inspirational storytelling, reflections, and journaling.  The 

Women's Bible Study meets on Saturdays at 8:30am. Eight women attended this new Bible study led by Lynn 

Nulicek.  The study will continue this summer with the books of Ruth and Esther. 

 

Women’s Ministry - The focus of Women’s Ministries is to provide 

opportunities to all women to gather in fellowship, service and 

learning.  We encourage women to participate in church-wide 

activities.  We also organize specific events such as monthly Friday 

Nights Out from September to May.  This past year we hosted a 

Kick-off Party and Secret Sisters, a local high school concert, and a 

Book Discussion. In April, fifty women came together to experience 

God’s love and fellowship with other women. In April, the first 

Church Cleaning Day was organized, and 15 people helped to 

clean the Sanctuary. A two-night speaker series was held in April 

and May with the theme Taking Time for You. A new leadership 

group met in May to start planning for next year. By sponsoring and 

promoting these varied opportunities, we hope to bring women 

together to experience being part of the body of Christ and grow in 

their faith journey. 

Take 2! – The Take 2! Ministry has completed its seventh year. We offered one spring seven-week session this 

year.  People who attended were in their 50s and older and ready to discover ways to add meaning and a greater 

sense of  purpose to their lives.  The process for doing this involves identifying and assessing talents, spiritual 

gifts, relationships, values, and passions.  Perhaps most importantly, it provides an opportunity to reflect on what 

is most important in a person's life. Feedback from participants continues to be very positive, and we look forward 

to continuing and possibly expanding the program in the future. Ongoing fellowship events are held several times 

each year to help our Alumni maintain contact with each other and reinforce the concepts learned in the class. 

Friendship Tables were started with over 134 people participating in 18 small groups to get to know new 

people. We intentionally grouped people from different worship services and age groups so that new relationships 

were formed.  Devotions and Discussion topics were supplied. The groups met four times over four months at 

each others houses, restaurants, the Cantata, and the Slovakia Fundraiser Dinner.  We celebrated with a pot luck 

dinner at the church and will kick off a new round of friendship tables in the Fall.  Faith, fellowship, and fun were 

had by all, and the ministry was a huge success. 

Additional Bible Study and Small groups continue to meet and help adults grow in their faith and provide 

opportunities for people to “Know Jesus and make Jesus Known” . 



The Worship and Arts Ministry Teams work in partnership 
with the Pastors to create worship experiences that 
glorify God and “Make Jesus Known.” The Worship and 
Arts Ministry serves the congregation by providing music 
leadership, worship support, technological, and visual 
enhancement to help create inspirational, authentic and 
meaningful worship.  2016-17 has been a year of stories 
as Our Saviour’s celebrates 60 years of ministry  
“Blessed to be a Blessing”. 
 
Our Saviour’s has had a long tradition of providing music 
and serving opportunities for all ages and for teams, 
choirs, and ensembles that welcome, nurture, and serve.   
 
Musicians and support ministries served during worship 
services throughout the year.  In addition, the Worship 
and Arts Ministry Team worked to provide the following 
opportunities in 2016– 2017: 
 July: A Taste of the Fine Arts Summer camps for 

children gr. 1-8, and we hit the highest enrollment 
ever at 75 campers!  

 July: Music Theater Summer Camp had 15  teens 
involved in dancing, singing, and acting as they 
prepared “The Wizard of Oz” in six days! We had 22 
students involved in the whole production between 
the roles, munchkins, and sound!  

 August:  Men’s Summer Sing; Organized by John 
Beed and Les May, with director Philip Spencer, men 
from many area congregations joined the men from 
Our Saviour’s to serve in worship.  

 September:  Worship and Arts Support Teams 
Appreciation Breakfast….sponsored by the Worship 
and Arts Board, this is an opportunity to thank the 
hundreds of people who serve as ushers, communion 
servers, greeters, Faith and Arts creative team, 
prayer ministers, Assisting Ministers, and hospitality 
at both campuses. 

 October 30:  Songs and Stories Concert, featuring 
choirs, soloists, and congregational singing and 
raised money toward the capital improvement fund 
for the church. 

 November 6: Service of Remembrance, in honor and 
remembrance for all who have died in the past year. 

 November 11-13:  Eagle’s Wings participation in the 
Sounds Like Love Festival in Minnesota. 

 December 4: The annual Christmas Cantata, which, 
for the first time, integrated all musicians from the 
10am contemporary worship with the musicians from 
the 5,8,9 and 10:30 am worship. 

 December 18: The Winter Theater Arts camp 
presented “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”. 
Directed by Terry Thompson and Ed Perry, the show 
featured 19 Jr. and Sr. High students. 

 January 29:  Men’s Epiphany Sing.  Les May, John 
Beed, Phil Spencer plus soloists and men from Our 
Saviour’s and area congregations celebrated the 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons. 

 February 23: Our Saviour’s hosted the Augustana 
College Choir and HS choirs from Metea Valley HS 
and Yorkville HS as part of the Augustana Choir’s 
spring outreach tour.  The Worship and Arts Board 
organized a meal for the choirs and a concert in the 
sanctuary with all three choirs. 

 March 4: The adult choirs presented Robert Ray’s 
“Gospel Mass” in worship at 5pm, 9am, with soloists, 
and a gospel combo. 

 March 12: Eagle’s Wings Youth Choir and Hearts in 
Puppetry presented the 29th annual Youth Auction 
“Celebrate!”  which featured fully choreographed 80’s 
numbers plus soloists  in a dinner theater format with 
silent and live auction items.  Monies raised support 
the Youth Ministry tour, Haiti, scholarship fund as well 
as a tithe to Our Saviour’s and missions. 

 Maundy Thursday: The Worship and Arts ministry 
presented “The Living Last Supper” as the core for 
the 7pm Maundy Thursday worship service, featuring 
12 disciple/actors and narrators as well as Eagle’s 
Wings and Praise Express leading the service music. 

 Good Friday: The adult choirs and strings joined the  
Pastors in a Tenebrae service of darkness. 

 April 29/30:  The Seraphim Choir, directed by Terry 
Thompson and Cherubim Choir, directed by 
Stephanie Duesing, presented “Once Upon a 
Parable” at the 5pm and 10:30am worship services.  
This was the first time we have had the musical at not 
only the 5pm, but also the 10:30am worship service. 

 April/May: We focused on celebrating 60 years for 
ministry, culminating in an all congregation worship at 
the Naperville Band shell on Sunday, June 4.  Each 
Sunday included special music with not only the 
choirs, but brass, strings, bells, percussion, 
saxophones and soloists plus former Pastors as 
guest speakers.  The June 4 outdoor worship 
included all the choirs, band and brass together, and 
besides celebrating Pentecost and our 60th 
anniversary, it was also the installation of our new 
Faith Formation Pastor, Emily Wiles. 

 June 5-12: 33 members of the Eagle’s Wings High 
School Youth Choir plus seven adults participated in 
the annual Ministry tour, bringing worship music to 
congregations and Assisted Living Centers in West 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, Tennessee and 
southern Illinois. 

 
In addition, the Worship and Arts Board completed the 
refurbishing of the sanctuary candles, cross, altar and 
flower stands.   This updating and refurbishing was 
completed thanks to memorial gifts.   We were also able 
to replace all the water fountains at the worship campus 
thanks to a gift from Randy and Carol Schneider. 
 

Worship and Arts Ministries 
Submitted by Lynn Panosh, Director of Worship and the 
Arts 



CARE Worship: Pastor Al Creighton leads worship 
services once a month at Tabor Hills Assisted and 
Nursing facilities, Community Rehab and Brookdale 
Assisted Living. Special thanks to musicians Irma Bravin, 
Krista Lovisa, and Judy Swanson and worship assistants 
Jan Danchisen, Cindy Huenecke, and Betty Wik for their 
help. 
 
The Worship and Arts Ministry Team: 
 Lynn Panosh: Director of Worship and the Arts, 

Eagle’s Wings, Women’s Chorale, Sanctuary Choir, 
Bach Ringers, Brass and Orchestra, Worship and Arts 
Board 

 Chris Brown:  Director of Worship - Celebration; 
Director of Tech Arts 

 Holly McKinney: Worship and Arts Communications 
Specialist for Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms, 
Bulletins, Ushers and Server staff liason. 

 Sue Bergren: Primary organist and accompanist for 
Sanctuary Choir, Eagle’s Wings, and Women’s 
Chorale. 

 John Beed: Associate Organist, Men’s Chorale and 
accompanist for Seraphim Choir and  Praise Express. 

 Terry Thompson and Ed Perry: Worship and Arts 
Ministry Assistant, Seraphim Choir, Praise Express   
Fine Arts Camp, Music Theater Camps  

 Stephanie Duesing: Cherubim Choir   
 Shelley May Hutchison: Praise Percussion-Bells  

Kathy Pierson & Maria Fischer: Hearts in Puppetry  
 Marty Rench and Ken Abeling: Saxophone Ensemble   
 Jill Ryan: Bach Bells 
              
Worship and Arts Board: 
Altar Care: Deb Collander, Roz Swanstrom, Joyce 
Zimmerman 
Visual Arts: Jan Dusek, Diane Greenawalt, Barb Hiner  
Ushers: Craig Schuler 
Communion Servers: Ken Miller  
Hospitality: Diane Greenawalt, Laura Springer 
Celebration Campus: Kathie Howe 
Assisting Ministers: John Ott 
Prayer Ministers: Judy Healy 
 
Children’s Choirs 
 Cherubim Choir sang and was filled with lots of love, 

talent and enthusiasm as they shared in worship 
every month at both campuses.  

 Seraphim Choir sang at both campuses, serving every 
month as well as serving at Pray Naperville in 
September. The choir welcomed three new children 
who had never been involved in our music ministry.  

 The Cherubim and Seraphim choirs collaborated on 
the musical, “Once Upon A Parable,” which was 
performed in April. The 40 children began working on 
the musical in January and presented the musical at 
both the 5:00 pm and 10:30 am services with an Ice 
Cream Social afterwards. 

 

 
Tech Team: 
We have made numerous enhancements this year that 
have helped people engage in worship and be more 
informed as to what is happening around our church. The 
first thing our tech team focused on this year was the 
installation of a new hearing assist system which has 
been a very welcomed change from the old system we 
had. The tech team also had a training day where 
Thrivent was able to give us seed money to help in the 
purchase of headsets for this new system. The new 
system was donated by Connie Halgrimson and has 
made an amazing impact on those who use it. Thank you 
Connie! 
 
Two other major changes we made were to the Welcome 
Centers where we added a large flat screen TV to help 
aid in the communication aspect of our ministry. The TV 
was another donation that was made by two of our newer 
members, Liz and Mike Cuttill. And maybe one of the 
largest and most unnoticeable changes is the new 
Projector Screen in the front of the sanctuary.  
 
While all these new things are great, the relationships that 
are being formed by the people on the tech team are 
where I am most proud. While we have lost a great friend 
this year in Bob Fratini, we have gained a few new people 
and numerous youth who are excited about helping and 
learning and becoming servant leaders. Please 
encourage and thank them as they help lead worship in a 
way most people don’t notice. 
 
Celebration Worship: 
Celebration Worship continues to thrive. We have 
experienced many new faces and ways for people to 
connect this year…from Pizza with Pastors, Wine and 
Cheese Nights, to more ways for the Celebration 
Children’s Center to be a part of our worship, it is an 
exciting time. The band continues to explore new 
opportunities for growth and service for those with musical 
gifts they are wanting to share. Monica Kaplan has 
brought her versatile instrumental abilities to the band as 
well as her family stepping into amazing new instrumental 
roles within the church. 
 
We had the first band-and- spouses gathering, which was 
a huge success. A Thrivent grant, once again, gave us 
the seed money for this gathering and allowed us to 
provide an opportunity to come together outside of 
worship and get to know each other on a deeper level 
than we can on Sunday mornings, as well as an outreach 
opportunity for others to join us in our ministry of music. 
 
Children are an important part of the Celebration Worship, 
both in support teams mentored by Kathy Howe and in 
the children’s message time, when at the end, the 
children help energetically lead the mission statement to 
go out “and Make Jesus Known!”.   



Bridge Communities: Sponsor a family that is at risk of becoming homeless and provide mentors to help guide 
them to become self-sufficient and financially stable. 

 
Loaves & Fishes: Community Services provided food and support to 19,045 unique 
individuals or 4,754 unique families in Naperville and DuPage County.  As a 
Cornerstone Partner with Loaves & Fishes, Our Saviour’s serves a critical role in 
ending hunger and promoting self-sufficiency to these families.  In addition to monetary 
donations, Our Saviour’s conducts two product drives during the year.  The Second 
Annual Paper Products Drive, which was held during Holiday Sharing, generated 
2,700 paper products for client families.  The First Annual Spring Cleaning Drive 
resulted in 353 household cleaning products being collected. 
 

Packs4Kids is a collaborative effort with Loaves & Fishes Community Services to provide children with 
healthy meal options through the summer months, when school lunches are not available to them.   
In total, 10,614 children received an additional 22,108 pounds of food through the Summer Packs4Kids Nutrition 
Program.  
 
 
PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter)  Our Saviour’s is privileged to host homeless guests each Friday 
night for dinner, showers, and breakfast in July and August. DuPage PADS asked if we would add one more 
Friday night to cover Labor Day weekend before the churches operating during the school year started back up 
with a one-week notice, and the PADS team came through with flying colors!  Our leadership team has been 
growing, and we were able to purchase two additional folding walls to provide more privacy for our women and 
children with funds from the Mega Garage Sale. We are grateful to the many volunteers and businesses who help 
provide hours and resources to make the event happen.  Our guests appreciate our hospitality, and our 
volunteers enjoy being a part of it!  Welcome to the team. 
 

Holy Family School: The school became an approved mission partner at the 
beginning of 2017. Holy Family School strives to provide opportunities for people 
from Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods to excel academically, grow spiritually, 
expand life experiences, and to become effective leaders. The school serves 
approximately 650 students with two levels of pre-school, kindergarten through 
eighth grades after-school, and Saturday programs. During the last year, members of 
Our Saviour’s helped the school with donations of school supplies, swimming suits, 
sun block, towels, and monies for scholarships. Eleven Our Saviour’s members also 
attended the annual Dr. Seuss celebration enjoying listening and reading to 

students.   
 
2016 MEGA Garage Sale Distributions: The annual MEGA Garage Sale (2017 marked our 20th year) raises 
funds that support our local missions and provides clothing, household items, furniture, books, electronics, toys, 
and other items at a low cost for those in need in our local communities. 150 volunteers served 3,000 hours. Net 
revenue of $34,000 was distributed as follows: 
PADS    $4,000 
Feed My Starving Children $7,000 
Packs 4 Kids   $4,000 
Casserole Fund  $1,000 
Good Samaritan Fund $4,500 
Transitional Living  $1,000 
Refugee Fund                         $2,000 
Vida Humana                         $3,000 
Suicide Prevention  $1,000 
Ecumenical Day Care  $3,000 
Debt Free Campaign  $3,500 
TOTAL                                   $34,000 
 

Missions Our Saviour’s missions are powerful gateways that lead to spiritual growth and help transform 

lives.  Our Saviour’s supports local mission partners to make a difference. 



Baby Care:  Both a local and global mission that provides clothing and other essentials to 
babies in need.  
 714 Baby Care Kits assembled, and distributed globally in partnership with Lutheran World 
   Relief 
 4,000 baby items shared locally 
 550 people helping throughout the year donating 1,000 plus hours  
 Approximate gross income: $5,500.  
 Approximate total expenses: $5,000 
 In kind donations: $3,000 

 
 
Bright Stars of Bethlehem: Partners in growing hope in Palestine. Our vision is assuring that Christianity 
survives and thrives in the Holy Land.  A juried photographic exhibit, “Palestine Unlimited”, will be shown at Our 
Saviour’s in July/August. Matted prints will be for sale. Proceeds will support scholarships to our fine arts college. 
 

 
Feed My Starving Children 
 This year we packed 1,003,104 meals that will feed 2,748 children for one year.  
 We had 4,150 packing volunteers and 350 support volunteers.   
 There were 23 church partners this year.  
 
Our Saviour’s again contributed $25,000 that paid for 113,636 meals. We had 365 packing 
volunteers from Our Saviour’s.  
 

 
Slovakia Mission: Supports The Center for Christian Education in Slovakia, where people of all ages can 
learn and experience the love of Christ. They spread the Gospel in this post-communist region of the world to 
reintroduce a church relevant in today's society. 
 49 people who helped throughout the year. 
 163 people attended the annual fundraising dinner. 
 700 individuals were served through the partnerships with this mission. 
 
Vida Humana 
Vida Humana continues to make a difference in the Chimoio community in the country of Mozambique.  The Vida 
Humana school serves 600+ children who would otherwise not be able to attend school. While the school is held 
mostly outside and dependent on teachers who donate their time, the students’ government required bi-annual 
exam pass rate is amazing.  The Vida Humana volunteers also help counsel and encourage families who are 
affected by HIV/AIDS and continue to spread awareness about prevention to the community. Our Saviour’s 
arranged for ePap, complete nutrition food packets that are mixed with water and shipped from South Africa, and 
the mission team going in September is planning to meet with the founder’s wife and team in Johannesburg. 
The Our Saviour’s Vida Human team held three fundraising/awareness events this past year.  A “Once Upon a 
Dream” Daddy Daughter Dance in February with personalized pillowcases made by Jill Ryan, a Stonebridge 
fundraising dinner including a Skype conversation with Misheck Ruwa and Newton Matienga, one of the school’s 
teachers, and a new event, a Mommy Son Scavenger Hunt! While fundraising is an important part of how we can 
help Vida Humana achieve their goals of feeding and educating their community, our efforts to raise awareness 
about Vida Humana’s long-term impacts of teaching the Vida Humana children and families about Jesus is key!  
The Lutheran church in Chimoio is growing because of the wonderful partnership between Vida Humana, their 
local pastor, and the new bishop in Mozambique. 
 
Our Saviour’s is excited to send a mission group of seven to Chimoio September 18 – October 1 to develop the 
partnership even further and help them dream for new possibilities for the future! 
 
World Hunger - World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need and responds with 
supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. $10,000 was donated. 



Our Saviour’s includes Care Ministries that tend to mind, body and spirit, supporting the healing mission of the 

church. Our mission is to touch lives of the people in our church and community through prayer, service, 

support, and activities as we strive to know Jesus and make Jesus’ presence felt in people’s lives.               

Care Ministry Staff: 

Care Ministry Programs - The following programs involve many congregational members. We especially 

thank the people from the congregation who served in these programs to care for others in our church and 

community. 

 Prayer Ministers 

 Worship Service of Remembrance 

 Health related Educational Programs 

 Eucharistic Ministers 

 Prayer Shawls 

 Prayer Line 

 Caring Casseroles 

 Long Term Care Center Worship Services 

 Senior Luncheons 

 Health and wellness activities coordinated by Advocate Parish Nurse (i.e. Balance Class) 

 CPR and AED Class Coordination for Staff 

 Faith Education related to Substance Abuse (3rd and 4th graders) and Human Sexuality (5th graders) 

 Flu Immunizations 

 Loaning of Medical Equipment 

 Caregiver Support Group 

 Partnership between The Children’s Center/Children and Family Ministry and the ministries of Senior 
Luncheons and Caring Casseroles.  

 

Submitted by Pastor Al Creighton, Director of Congregation Care Network 

Care Ministry 

Advocate Parish Nurse:  
Dawn DeBoer  

Pastoral Care:  
Pastor Al Creighton  

The purpose of the faith community nurse is to 

nurture the human spirit through health education, 

spiritual support, and linking the needs of the whole 

person to resources within the congregation, 

community, and the health care system ( Faith 

Community Nursing, Advocate Health Care,4/11) 

Specialized Care Support included the following:   
 Personal visits or phone calls -1100 annually.    
 Working with individual teams such as health 

education, spiritual development, Prayer Shawl, 
Senior Lunch - Approx. 4000 individuals are 
served.  

The purpose of the pastoral care team ministry 
visitation is to tend to the spiritual needs of those 
unable to be in church regularly by bringing health 
and spiritual presence to them in their homes, 
hospital, rehab, and/or nursing home. Initial 
counseling service may result in referrals to high 
levels of counseling. 
 

Specialized Care Support included the following:  
 Home/Hospital  Visits - 280 annually            
 CARE Worship - Average attendance is 31 per 

week.  
 Monarch Bible Study - Average attendance is 30 

per months. 





Communications: 
The Communication Ministry team continued to interview 
congregation members and write stories about how God 
is at work in the Our Saviour’s faith community.   
 
Members of the Communication Ministry Team:  
Allison Tupek - Communication Ministry Team Leader 
Paula Felbein 
Cheryl Hayes 
Cindy Novak 
Debbie Montrose 
Jean Jepson 
 
Hospitality/Fellowship Team: 
 Care and Share Sunday morning breakfast -  The 

morning was packed with good food and fellowship. 
Over 100 people were served.  

 Special 60th Anniversary weekend fellowship time 
during worship was planned by a team of 
congregation members, led by Cindy Huencke. 

 Donuts were brought back once a month during the 
Sunday Morning Fellowship time.  

 
Leaders and Congregational Events: 
 Friendship Tables were started with over 134 people 

participating in small groups to get to know new 
people. 

 Three Leaders Meetings were held to help leaders 
become more informed, work together, and to 
brainstorm new ways to do ministry together.  

 
Outside Rental Partnerships: 
Our Saviour’s has several community partners that rent 
space on an ongoing basis at one of the campus 
buildings including: 
 Ray Graham Association 
 Edward Hospital Cradle Talk 
 Naperville YMCA 
 Caryn’s MusicCreators 
 
 
 
 

Our Saviour’s also provides opportunities for one-time 
rentals from partners within the community, including 
mission partners and individual private parties.  
 
Information Technology  
Our Information Technology Ministry touches our church 
staff, members, and guests and travels well beyond our 
walls to foreign lands that support our many missions. 
Information Technology expenditures are projected to 
arrive under budget for our 2016-2017 fiscal year.  
We continue to benefit with the relationship we have with 
Techsoup.org, a not-for-profit organization that provides 
special, not-for-profit Information Technology pricing to 
churches and libraries which is considerably below 
market wholesale.  
 
We replaced some of our aged computers which will 
bring forward the benefits of reduced repair costs, 
increased productivity, and less down time, valuable 
time which we need to carry out our purpose and 
mission. Additionally, we eliminated our traditional 
telephone lines on both campuses in favor of telephone 
service which has yielded an 80% cost reduction. 
 
Looking forward to the next fiscal year, we will be 
focusing on:  
 Implementing a private cloud to warehouse our 

computer data.  
 Information Security – The confidentiality, integrity, 

and availability of our computers, data, and computer 
networks. 

 Intra-campus communication data and telephone 
links between both buildings.  

 
On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone whom 
has made this possible with the sharing of your 
resources, gifts, and talents.  
 
Thanks for being part of our family in Christ.  
Respectfully submitted by:  
Charlie Schneider, Director of Information Technology 
 
Administration Staff Team  
Jean Jepson - Director of Communication and                
Administration 
Sue Litwicki - Accounts Payable 
Jennifer Sevatson - Accounts Receivable 
Debbie Montrose - Communications 
Michelle Hamilton - Administration 
Charlie Schneider - Director of Information Technology 
Mike Mahon - Manger of Maintenance 
John Rumishek - Custodian 
Roger Rolo - Custodian 
Mike Freeburg - Custodian 
Kyle Hamilton - Custodian 

Administration 
Submitted by Jean Jepson, Director of Communications 
and Administration 



Property Committee  
Submitted by Jim Harms, Property Committee Chairperson 

The Property Committee was formed in October 2016. The purpose of the Committee is to help plan, facilitate, 
and monitor the maintenance and improvement of Our Saviour’s buildings, grounds/landscape, equipment, and 
rental properties. The Committee is not expected to actually perform the maintenance of church facilities as this 
is the duty of the Manager of Maintenance.   
 
The major areas of Committee involvement (evaluating needs and making recommendations) are: 
 Grounds Maintenance 
 Exterior of Campus Buildings 
 Interior of Campus Buildings   
 Basic Building Systems  
 Kitchen and Dining Facilities 
 Celebration Gymnasium 
   
Maintenance Projects 2016—2017: 
 Numerous bathroom upgrades 
 Replaced altar guild door and fixed down spouts  
 Replacement of skylight in Luther Court       
 Baptismal Font circulator pump  
 Water main fixed  
 New sidewalk 
 Rental home repairs  
 HVAC repairs at both campuses 
 Narthex windows re-caulked to prevent leaks 
 Office grades 
 
In process of evaluating current repairs and replacements that are needed, as well as making a three-year plan 
for additional repairs and replacement items. As part of the three-year plan, these areas have already been 
identified: 
 HVAC for Sanctuary: Successfully developed a request for proposal (RFP) for the repairs and replacement of 

the Sanctuary HVAC and received five competitive bids. Made recommendation on preferred supplier for the 
project. 

 Bell Tower repairs 
 Education Wing structure 
 Organ cleaning 
 New carpeting in main areas 
 Evaluation of various roofs at Our Saviour’s to evaluate and plan a repair and replacement cycle 
 
Policies and procedures established: 
 Approval and Decision-Making Process 
 Congregation Supplier Involvement Process 
 Suppliers Consideration Process (Including for members who have businesses) 
 
Design committee established to look at aesthetics projects as needed. Members include Steve Eckdahl,           
Jan Dusek, and Jean Jepson. 
  
Jim Harms - Property Committee Chairperson 
Jeff Travis 
Dave Schramm 
Mike Mahon 
Jean Jepson 
 
 



Financials  
Submitted by Neil Springer, Church Treasurer.  

For detailed church budget, see financial inserts.  

Stewardship - Time, Talent and Treasure 

Through the centuries, prophets, priests, pastors, and church leaders have 

encouraged their followers in the effective utilization of Time, Talent and 

Treasure. The reality is, giving of these resources can only be effective 

when one has a strong relationship with God. Also an understanding and 

acceptance that we own NOTHING, everything we have is a gift, and we 

are not the owners, but stewards. That is an extremely difficult concept to 

fully embrace, especially in an affluent society. There are only three things 

we can take to heaven: faith, love, and hope. Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church is committed to equipping its followers with these attributes. 

 

Debt Elimination 

The Debt Free campaign has finished its fourth year of fulfillment and has 

made significant strides in reducing our debt. Today our debt is               

$2.6 million, a reduction of nearly $4 million of debt. That is a tremendous 

accomplishment by all the members of Our Saviour’s. When you look back 

from $6.5 million, to today’s $2.6 million, Debt Free doesn’t seem that 

daunting of a task. Together we will continue on this journey and achieve a 

goal that seemed nearly impossible four years ago. A reminder that all 

member contributions for debt repayment will go directly to debt reduction.  

Interest is being funded by special gifts and a lower interest expense as the 

debt is reduced. 

 

Operating Fund 

We have been successful this year in managing this fund to a modest 

surplus.  We have expenses aligned with giving and continue to strive to 

include more maintenance type expenses in our operating budget. 

   

Missions 

The Mission Fund will have received a total of $35,000 by the end of June 

from the current budget. The new proposed budget shows an increase of 

$3,000 which brings this year’s proposed budget amount to $38,000. 

 

Summary 

The financial condition of Our Saviour’s continues to improve.  Debt has 

been significantly reduced and the Operating Fund is around breakeven 

with giving.  All funds have been segregated and held in accounts for their 

intended purpose. Two remaining areas where we will need to focus will be 

funding of deferred maintenance (more detailed discussion at the 

Financials Forums as well as the Annual Meeting) and incorporating 

remaining debt in June 2018 into the 2018-2019 budget.  The Lord has 

continued to bless this family of believers, and we have no doubt that he 

will provide answers to the remaining challenges in the time to come. 

 

 

Mission                 

Endowment Fund 
Submitted by David Novak,    

From the Endowment Fund 

Committee 

 

The Mission Endowment Fund 

distributed $5000 in 2016.  

 Dan Beirne received a 

seminary scholarship of 

$1500.  

 $3500 was distributed to 

congregational missions 

 Equal portions of $3500 to 

Slovakia, Feed My Starving 

Children, Vida Humana and 

Baby Care 

We are thankful for the 

opportunity to share this way in 

God’s mission and ministry. 

 

The balance of the Mission 

Endowment Fund on 12/31/2016 

was $105,858. The amount of 

each year’s distribution is 5% of 

the 3-year average balance. 

 

For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, the 

Mission Endowment Fund 

Committee seeks to: 

 Involve new members as 

indicated in the congregational 

bylaws 

 Communicate with the 

congregation about ways to 

give through the Mission 

Endowment Fund 

 Continue to share the gifts 

God has given. 

 

The members of the Mission 

Endowment Fund Committee are 

David Novak, Don Hower, Kim 

Spayer, Jim Hiner and Susan 

Miller. 



 
 

Special thanks to all for your partnership in ministry.   
Together, we continue to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known, 

both within our faith community and throughout the world.  



Our Saviour’s Campus 

815 S. Washington Street 

Naperville, IL 60540 
 

Celebration! Campus 

919 S. Washington Street 

Naperville, IL 60540 

630-355-2522                                                                                                         www.oursaviours.com 


