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Look up.  Look at one another.  Look out together.  

As we think about our life of faith, I think these 

three "looks" can be helpful. 

 
Look up.  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and soul and strength." (Luke 10:27)  Of course, 

God isn't literally up, but when I think about "looking up", I think about keeping my eyes turned to Jesus, my 

thoughts turned to God.  Our connection to God gives everything else meaning.  It's not easy to do.  Even as a 

pastor, I often forget to focus on God in the midst of my everyday tasks.  Worship, prayer, Bible study, and group 

conversation all can help draw us back to the one who gives life.  Look up. 

 

Look at one another.  "Love one another" (John 13:34)  There are at least 59 "One Anothers" in the New 

Testament.  Love one another.  Forgive one another.  Encourage one another.  Pray for one another.  And the 

list goes on.  (I actually have a list that I found with an online search.  You could probably find it as well if you're 

interested.)  As people of faith, God reminds us again and again to care for those closest to us, to live in loving 

relationship with our family, friends, and other members of our faith community.  We are strengthened in faith by 

the relationships we nurture, through small group conversation, through sharing and listening.  One of the things 

we heard in the CAT Survey and World Cafes is that the people of Our Saviour’s are ready to strengthen and 

expand meaningful relationships.  What a great way to grow in faith! 

 

Look out together.  "Go and make disciples of all nations."  (Matthew 28:19)  Someone once told me that great 

relationships aren't just about looking at each other, but also looking out together.  Side by side, we look out in 

love to the world God loves.  The Mega Garage Sale in June was a great example of that.  It was great to see 

people working so hard to make a difference.  In the process, relationships were strengthened, because the team 

was looking out in love together.  And what a difference it makes! 

 

Look up. 

Look at one another. 

Look out together. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Gerike 



News from Council 

Written by Steve Spayer, Council Chair 

 

The Launch of a New Year….. 

The annual meeting formally brings the church fiscal year to a close and sets the tone for 

the upcoming year.  It is a time when we recognize progress and acknowledge the 

challenges that remain before us.  

This past year was a busy period in which we (1) added four new members to council (44%) and brought them up 

to speed, (2) launched a church-wide survey to help assess where we are today as a community, (3) followed up 

with the introduction of a new discussion framework — World Cafés — as a vehicle for exploring issues and topics 

as a community, (4) encouraged the creation of a revamped Properties Committee and charged them with taking 

a fresh look at the state of the physical plant of our two campuses, and (5) called a new pastor, Emily, to lead our 

faith formation efforts – children, youth, adult. 

In the process, we established some themes to our style of leadership – transparency, communication, and 

inclusion.  

Along the way, we have tackled some issues: (1) access to Council Minutes – now available on line and as hard 

copy in the library, (2) transparency – more detailed meeting minutes, (3) identifying areas of deferred 

maintenance — the issues that need to be addressed, (4) debt reduction as a means to free us to be more active 

disciples of Christ, (5) asset allocation – raising the question of the merit of continued ownership of the rental 

houses, and (5) accountability – communicating delineation of responsibilities within council and staff.  

We have laid the framework to discern who it is God is calling us to be as a faith community. The foundation 

pieces from which we will work include the CAT survey, the demographic analysis, and the clarifications learned 

from you through the World Cafés. Seven areas of concentration have been elevated for discussion in our review 

of the data received: (1) culture and climate change, (2) discovering mission (purpose) and vision (direction), (3) 

leadership development – enabling change and building ownership, (4) program evaluation, (5) equipping 

members for ministry — training / engagement / support, (6) strategic decisions – how do we best use two 

campuses, and (7) spiritual renewal – making disciples.  

Our challenge entering the year is in evaluating how we take the next step, assessing where we need help, and 

identifying a consultant who is best suited to provide the guidance we seek. We envision addressing the areas of 

concentration (initiatives) (1) individually – with separate, focused teams, (2) in parallel – with the intent of 

completing all elements together, and (3) while differentiating the process between “planning” teams and 

“implementation” teams.  We expect the planning process alone to take six to nine months.   

Where do you fit in all of this? What can you be considering during this time? Consider prayerfully what initiative is 

calling to you. What topic either excites you or perhaps frustrates you to the point where you are called to enter 

the conversation to see it addressed? Consider where you might like to participate in this process. Consider when 

it might be best for you to contribute to the process. Are you an “early stage” thinker, someone who wants to help 

frame the initiative and explore what we are being called to do? Or are you a “doer” – someone more gifted to act 

upon the outcomes from the initiative? Both roles are valued.  More information to come. 



Getting to know Pastor Emily 

 

What are you looking forward to the most as you begin your journey at Our 

Saviour’s? 

I look forward to engaging in ministry with all people at their various stages of life 

so that we may be transformed in faith and transform our communities as well. I 

also look forward to laughing a lot, meaningful conversations, and wondering 

together where God is calling us next. 

 

Favorite Bible verse/story : Jonah; Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

Favorite hymn: Come Thou Font of Every Blessing 

Favorite Color: Teal is pleasing to my eyes. 

Favorite Food: Guacamole… basically anything avocado. 

Favorite Dessert: Brownies, pie, Oreos, fruit 

Favorite Adult Beverage: In the summertime, I like a good margarita or rose while sitting on a deck or boat. 

In the winter, I like a porter or stout. 

Hobbies or spare time: I do a little bit of a lot. Two of my favorites are to ride my bicycle and to read. 

Early bird or Late Night owl: As long as there is coffee, either. 

Favorite Sport: Favorite sport to watch at the field is baseball. Favorite sport to watch on TV is football.  

Favorite team -  

• Football: Green Bay Packers 

• Baseball: Minnesota Twins 

• Any college sport: Wisconsin Badgers 

Favorite TV show 

• Of all time: The West Wing, and Parks and Recreation 

• Currently: This Is Us 

Favorite Book 

• Jane Eyre, Grapes of Wrath, and anything by Flannery O’Connor 

Top bucket List Wish: Travel to every continent,  

Favorite board or card game: Cribbage - Its how I learned to add. 

Favorite church memory: When I was three years old, I remember coming into the worship space and 

waving at Pastor Liu, and he waved back at me during his sermon. It was my first memory of hearing the Good 

News of Jesus. 

Least favorite Church memory: Having to memorize the Small Catechism in Confirmation.  For the record, I 

refused to and they confirmed me anyway. Since then, I’ve had to memorize it two others times (God has a 

great sense of humor), and it has helped me interpret my encounters with God and others. 

Bonus question: Favorite Pastor: Jesus 



Worship in the Park 

Written by Vicki Witt 

Our outdoor worship service at the Band Shell was a very 

uplifting experience that caught me by surprise. Sure, I 

expected all the parts of gathering for a worship service and 

being in communion with God outdoors, but what I wasn’t 

expecting was the amazing sense of community that came 

with both campuses and the different church services 

blended. Pastor Brian outdid himself with the children’s 

message with all the toys he incorporated to engage the 

children but also engaged the adults as well. One cannot 

deny the incredible talent Our Saviour’s exudes when it 

comes to music. Pastor Emily’s installation made this 

uplifting service even more special! One might say that God 

was truly shining down on us; maybe a bit too much, as it 

was very warm. The social gatherings after the service were 

just as inviting as the service itself.  

Shall we worship at the Band Shell again?  Absolutely! 

 

Worship at the Band Shell 

Written By: Allison Tupek, Communications Team 

On Sunday, June 4, our congregation joined together to worship 

at the Band Shell in downtown Naperville. This unique service 

replaced all other times and locations we typically offer on 

Sunday mornings, so we were praying for nice weather and no 

rain! As it turns out, we were blessed with sunny (and hot!) 

weather that morning, which allowed us to gather and enjoy 

worship as a community while delighting in nature and God’s 

creation. 

Worship at the Band Shell was quite popular - there were 608 people who attended! We had much to be 

thankful for as we celebrated our 60th anniversary and installed Pastor Emily. All four of our pastors attended 

as well as the adult, youth, and children’s ensembles and the Praise band from Celebration. Both traditional 

and contemporary music filled the park throughout different parts of the service. This service offered 

something for everyone! 

Other than the fantastic music and message, other noteworthy events included: The drone that Pastor Brian 

used in his children’s message (he may have enjoyed it just as much as the kids); the prayer and farewell to 

Eagles Wings as they prepared for their Ministry Tour; the ample seating (and ability to sit in the shade when 

the sun got too intense); and the communion we enjoyed as a church family. 

Worship at the Band Shell was such a wonderful way to experience “living it out” as a community in Christ. 

And judging from other comments and reactions, many people felt the service was a success!  

Perhaps we make this more than just a 60th anniversary celebration? Maybe we make it a yearly tradition?! 



A Visit with Dorothy Kopperud 

Written by Cindy Novak, Communications Team 

 

As Dorothy Kopperud reflects on the 60th anniversary of Our Saviour’s, she says it has 

been thrilling to see how the congregation has grown. 

As the last remaining charter member of Our Saviour’s, Dorothy recalled how she and her 

late husband, Bill, met in people’s homes to organize the new congregation, held meetings 

in the basement of a bank, and worshipped in a school gym and in the Evangelical 

Theological Seminary chapel, which is now Koten Chapel at North Central College. 

She remembered the excitement of building the first sanctuary – now the choir room – and seeing the 

congregation mature over time. 

“Everyone wore ten hats,” Dorothy recalled of those early days. “We all worked hard, and God blessed us. God 

must have wanted us there – He put a spark in all of us.”  

Their first pastor, Harry Olson, contributed greatly to the expansion of Our Saviour’s, Dorothy said.  “He was 

wonderful. He went like gang busters - we joked that he followed moving trucks, just so he could meet new 

residents and invite them to our church.” 

Over time, members developed a sense of community – and oftentimes that occurred over a meal:   potlucks, 

progressive dinners, Easter breakfasts, and barbeques and picnics out on the patio, where Luther Court is today. 

“We ate more at that church than you can imagine,” she said. 

“We had deep relationships – we did everything together,” Dorothy added. “We literally lived at church. Outside of 

our home, the church was our life. It was everything.” 

Back then, Our Saviour’s had become known as a family-friendly church – much like is recognized today. “We 

had so many kids,” Dorothy recalled. “We had large confirmation classes, a strong Sunday School program, as 

well as a Boy Scouts program.” 

For Dorothy, Our Saviour’s is more than just a building. “Our Saviour’s is my church – it’s my home,” she said. 

“It’s where our four children were confirmed. Our Saviour’s has helped me grow in every way. It is a comforting 

place.” 

“Our Saviour’s means love,” Dorothy added. “God is love, and love has always permeated this congregation.” 

Dorothy has a dream to see Our Saviour’s continue to flourish. “If not in membership, my hope is for the 

congregation to increase in strength of faith. To continue the saying, ‘Blessed to be a blessing.’” 

 

Photo caption – photo of charter members signing document: 

The charter membership roll for Our Saviour’s closed on June 9, 

1957, with 100 signatures, including those of Dorothy and her late 

husband, Bill. “We had to work hard to get the first 50 signatures, 

but we did it,” Dorothy said. 

 

 

Dorothy and her late husband, Bill, were among the original 

founding members of Our Saviour’s. 

 



Getting to know Ruth...and Mr. Rogers! 

Written by Cheryl Hayes, Communications Team 

 

Dick Rogers met his bride Ruth at an Alpha Gamma Delta dance on the MSU 

campus a handful of moons ago.  Dick would tell you that he let that pretty girl 

chase him around and eventually, he’d let her catch him.  Ruth quietly chuckled and 

rolled her eyes …something seems a little fishy about that story.  When I 

questioned them about this, Dick replied “lose your humor and you’ve lost a lot, kid.” 

After graduation, Dick would join the Air Force, they would marry, travel as a military couple, and while in 

Germany, they would welcome their first child.  They moved to Naperville in 1967.  The population was 13,000 

people with two stop lights.  There was never any question to the Rogers that they needed a church home, and 

Our Saviour’s was it.  Their family grew with two girls and two boys and their youngest daughter was the first baby 

to baptized in the “new big sanctuary” by Pr. Herb Carlmark.  Ask about their grandchildren, and they’ll beam with 

joy; “we’ve got 12; they’re cheaper by the dozen!” 

Back when the church was a one room building, the Rogers would gather with other couples, and they formed a 

group call the “Him’s and Bell’s.”  The guys would take care of the heavy lifting, and the gals would take care of 

the little details.  They used to have church picnics where the parking lot is today, and the guys would build a 

sawdust pile where the kids would dig for the pennies hidden inside.  Stay-at-home moms would gather for Bible 

study, and new ministries were created.  Over the years, Ruth may have hand embroidered over 500 baptismal 

napkins, each with a red cross.  It was a quiet ministry that grew into the Altar Guild.  Every week, Ruth would 

bring home the soiled communion linens, launder them, and iron each of them, inserting a clean sheet of paper 

between them so the crease would stay neat and the linens remain spotless.  These ladies would lovingly clean 

the altar, and when it came time rotate the altar, they would make certain the new front was just as clean and 

polished as the back. 

During Christmas, the alter guild oversaw the adorning of the trees with Chrismons.  Chrismons are Christmas 

decorations with Christian symbols on them. They help Christians to remember that Christmas is the celebration 

of Jesus's birthday. There are congregants today who still remember Dick and Ruth as their Sunday School 

teachers.  

Every season of their lives have been filled with service.  Dick continues to serve as an usher and mentor to the 

new crew coming up.  Ask him what it means to him to be a BSA Eagle Scout.  I remember ten years ago 

approaching Dick about assisting with the Celebration clinic; his response was perfect:  “Sure kiddo, I’ll help out, 

why don’t I be your gopher!”  What’s that?  “You know, you need errands tended to, and I’ll go for this and go for 

that.  One day you won’t have old Dick to kick around so, you’d better take advantage now.”  Dick continues to 

“gopher” the communion wine and maintain the sacristy (that includes the communion kitchen, to you young 

folks). 

Ruth will tell you that Dick is always on the go; he’d never turn down a friend in need and still has one foot 

hanging back in the ‘30s.  Dick will tell you that Ruth is a wellspring of the Christian faith and value system.  Their 

wishes for the future are that the church remains a relevant function of society, that we remain vibrant and alive.  

Without the church, we can expect to see a moral decline of our society, and the church itself is indispensable to 

a free republic. The future is ours to take up the charge.  If you’re looking for the Rogers, you can find them on 

Thursday mornings at Colonial Café having breakfast with friends, or at Saturday evening worship, somewhere 

around sixth row center.   

Still a blessing, still kicking around.  My humble thanks to each of you for your service to our country, community 

and parish! 



Computers for The Good Shepherd Orphanage 
By: Rachel Damge  

 

This spring, the youth of Our Saviour’s took their 
seventh trip to Mariani, Haiti. For the first time in 
seven years, our team was able to stay at The 
Good Shepherd Orphanage. In the past, the team 
has only just visited The Good Shepherd 
Orphanage one day during the course of the trip, 
each time, receiving a tour of the area, playing with 
the kids, and gaining a better understanding of the 
mission at the orphanage. 

 

The Good Shepherd Orphanage is run by a woman named Sister Mona and houses approximately 30 young 
boys ranging from age six to 20. The boys grow up together, since the intention of the orphanage is not for the 
boys to get adopted but instead to give them a better life than the one they previously had. As young boys, the 
focus is on their adaptation from living on the streets of Haiti to having a clean, safe environment and a loving 
community of brothers. As they grow up, they go to school, study assigned material from tutors, complete 
chores, and attend devotion three times a day.  

 

This past trip to Good Shepherd, Sister Mona was enthusiastic to show the group their new computer lab, which 
currently has six computers. The computers will eventually be used to allow the kids to learn computer skills and 
advance their studies, since many children in the past have graduated from the orphanage as engineers, 
doctors, etc. Out of fairness to all of the boys, Sister Mona does not want the kids to start using these 
computers until they have at least ten out of the desired 20 computers they wish to eventually attain.  

 

As Nelson Mandela once said, ”Education is the most important weapon which you can use to change the 
world.” We are so blessed with education here in Naperville and realize how important this is to our future.  After 
coming back from our spring trip, the team has a strong desire to help these boys further their education. The 
orphanage already has a computer tutor who is willing to teach the children, and the kids have the drive and 
motivation  to learn, pursue their passions and to better their education, but the means are missing. Our goal is 
to buy at least four more computers so that the boys can start their computer classes at the orphanage. Our 
team is passionate about this ministry and would love to help these boys further their education; however, we 
need your help to make this happen.  

 

If you feel called to help us buy these computers, donations can be made in the form of a check made payable 
to “Our Saviour’s.”  Please indicate the purpose of your donation (Computers for Haiti) in the memo line of the 
check.  Checks can be put in the offering plate, brought to the office, or given to Bobbi Cyr, Director of Youth 
Ministries.  

 

We are very appreciative of any donations toward this significant 
cause since we hope to purchase the computers for The Good 
Shepherd Orphanage as soon as possible. Thank you for your 
support in our travels over the past seven years and in this new 
mission. 

  

For more information on The Good Shepherd Orphanage, check out 
their website: http://www.gsohaiti.org/ 

http://www.gsohaiti.org/


 Time After Time: A Youth Auction to Remember 

 

Neon lights, leg warmers, and Jazzercize made a great 

comeback in this year’s Annual Youth Auction: Time 

After Time. For the 29th year in a row, the youth of Our 

Saviour’s came together to put on a totally Awesome 

80’s themed evening that transported the audience 

back to the time of Michael Jackson and Cyndi Lauper. 

The show opened with a brilliant performance from 

guest stars Doreen Damge, Greg Jepson, Krishna 

Crone, and David Conroy who introduced the theme of 

the night by hopping in their time machine and turning 

the clock back to their younger selves played by their 

children (and the night’s emcee’s): Rachel Damge, Tommy Jepson, Alicia Crone, and Braden Conroy. 

 The crowd was wowed by performances from the Eagle’s Wings choir, directed by Lynn Panosh and accom-

panied by Sue Bergren. They sang their hearts out to the songs Time After Time, Like a Prayer, Celebration!, 

and an Awesome 80’s! Medley that included top hits such as “Jessie’s Girl”, “Walk Like an Egyptian”, “Our 

Lips are Sealed”, and “Whip It.” Not only did the choir sound bangin’, but they looked totally stellar, too, 

thanks to the creative genius of Brett Baleskie, who put his choreographing talents to work. In addition to the 

musical delights of the choir, Hearts in Puppetry made a fantastic appearance in their performances of Foot-

loose and Word Up! It was a visual treat as the puppeteers, directed by Kathy Pierson and assistant Maria 

Fisher, used black lights and glow in the dark effects to put on a great show. Overall, the Eagle’s Wings choir, 

Hearts in Puppetry, and all the soloists and small groups did a spectacular job in helping the audience experi-

ence the 80’s all over again.  

However, the evening wasn’t just about the dinner and show, it was about raising money to support all the 

important missions that the Our Saviour’s Youth are involved in. Once all the funds from the raffle, silent and 

live auction, ticket sales and contributions of so many individuals and businesses were added up, over 

$30,000 was raised throughout the event. The dedicated members of the Student Leadership Team decided 

that the funds raised from the Youth Auction this year would be divided as follows: 50% to the Ministry Tour; 

20% to the Haiti Mission Trip; 10% to Workcamp (Chillicothe, OH), 15% tithe to go to church (10% for the 

building fund, and 5% to Feed My Starving Children); and 5% to scholarships to help students be a part of 

these trips.  

This evening and all the support for the youth missions wouldn’t be possible without all the amazing student 

and parent volunteers who spent countless hours preparing for this event: those who solicited donations with 

the help of leaders Coleen Hay, Gretchen Hayes, and Doreen Damge; the silent and live auction teams led by 

Karen Lindflott, Doreen Damge, and BJ Okel; Michelle Peterson and her team of skilled decorators who 

transported us back to the 80’s; chefs Greg Ahlstrom and John Wagner and all who helped prepare the deli-

cious meal for the evening; the junior high, senior high and adult volunteers who served the meal with smiles 

on their faces; Chris Brown and his talented tech team who made everyone sound and look good; Scott 

Damge and Juli Bridgers Schatz who documented the evening so that we can relive it; our amazing finance 

team led by Jennifer Sevatson, Christine Robinson, and Vicki Ahlstrom; and the tireless efforts of Bobbi Jo 

Cyr and Sarah Swindall. Of course, a special thanks goes out to Lynn Panosh and Brett Baleskie for all the 

time, effort, and love they put into making each Youth Auction memorable.  

Lastly, we couldn’t do this without you! Thank you for supporting the Youth Ministries and all of our events. 

Can’t wait till next year! 



Christ Be All Around Us 

By: Ben Lindflott, Carly Nasman, Alex Wons 

Last night when we arrived at Lutheran Church of Our 

Savior in Jacksonville, NC, everyone was tired from 

our previous concert, the long bus ride, and lack of 

sleep. We learned a little about the church and we 

heard that their congregation had about 100 weekly 

worshippers! 

 

Once we got settled in, an incredible amount of 

people showed up with food to share with us, and we 

all sat together and talked over a great meal (while 

watching Julianne dance). As we mingled with the 

congregation, we heard amazing stories about how 

their faith had changed their lives. And we soon saw 

that just over 40 people from their congregation had 

come out just to support us and see our 

performance!!  When we started the concert, we 

weren’t sure how well the performance would go, 

since we started off with a few minor mess ups. But 

the audience didn’t care, and there was more energy 

in the audience than we’ve ever seen. People were 

dancing, clapping, singing, and cheering all for the 

love of Christ. As the concert slowly went on, we 

watched the power of music and the power of God 

work its way through the congregation, and then 

through us. By the last song, everyone was out of 

their seats and cheering. The congregation begged 

for not one but TWO encores.  

By the end of the second encore, they were all in 

tears, and so were we. The congregation stayed and 

talked with us for more than an hour. Braden and 

Julianne even became pen pals with some of the little 

kids who came to watch us. After hanging around 

with everyone, we all sat around the risers and burst 

into song. We sang every church song we could 

name and one by one we all started crying over the 

overwhelming feeling of the Holy Spirit. Without even 

saying anything to each other, all the music and all 

the tears brought everyone together, and everything 

that felt broken was united. 

  

After an hour of singing in tears, we gathered into a 

circle and talked about our day. Hearing everyone’s 

side of the story made us cry even more. Greg 

Nasman told us that a lady from the nursing home we 

were at in the morning said that our voices would be 

what she heard when she ascended. The power of 

music and the power of the Holy Spirit really hit us 

hard today! 

 

Next we talked about our experience with the church. 

There were certain people who stood out to us, and 

we truly saw God through them. They made us laugh, 

cry, and everything in between. Later, a man named 

Lou came up to us and gave a few of us a medallion 

of the Celtic Trinity. 

 None of us are the same after last night. We all 

changed for the better. The feeling of the Holy Spirit 

truly influenced us all, and it was an unforgettable 

feeling. 

https://oslcyouthministry.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/img_8098.jpg


Alga & Huey  

By Alicia Crone 

This year’s tour shirts 

read “Blessed to be a 

be a Blessing,” but 

occasionally we’re just 

plain blessed. 

Yesterday was one of 

those days, beginning 

when we sang for Jordan Oaks’ residents and then were 

able to eat lunch with them.  How fortunate Maddie and 

I felt when we were invited to dine with Alga and Huey! 

Alga is an adorable, spunky Floridian who regularly has 

lunch with her music-loving best friend Huey 

(nicknamed Dewey), who was born and raised on a 

North Carolina farm and speaks with a thick Southern 

drawl. Our conversation seemed normal at first, but 

quickly turned into a God moment for me. Huey, like 

Maddie’s dad, served in the Navy. Alga was a part of 

the Air Force, like I one day hope to be through ROTC. 

It greatly inspired me to know that a woman born in the 

much more narrow-minded 1920s was brave enough to 

volunteer herself to serve in the military – let alone the 

very same branch I am planning to join. After conversing 

about topics ranging from college football to 

grandchildren to traveling, it was unfortunately time to 

depart, finding ourselves among the few maroon polos 

still left in a sea of residents. We were reluctant to leave, 

but Huey and Alga made sure to give us hugs and invite 

us back. The offer may have been extended because of 

Southern hospitality or a desire to hear us sing again, 

but they have no idea how much we wish we could 

return. 

“Some say that there are places on Earth 

that are a little closer to Heaven. Stumble 

upon the right place at the right time, and 

spiritual transformation occurs for all that 

are there; one may even be blessed 

enough to feel the Holy Spirit, meet Jesus, 

or hear the voice of God. I believe I speak 

for everyone on this tour when I say that 

LCOS was one such place last night.” 

-Alicia Crone 

Day 3 Overview                                      

By Grace Carlson 

Wednesday, June 7 was a very emotional day. In the 

morning we sang at Jordan Oaks Assisted Living Center 

in Cary, North Carolina and got to talk to all the amazing 

people while we ate lunch. It was a great experience to 

get to talk to these people and connect with them. It was 

cool to listen to their individual stories about events that 

happened in their lives. They all looked so happy and 

gave us energy to continue on with our day. We then 

traveled to Jacksonville, North Carolina and sang at the 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior. This was Bobbi’s home 

church where she was confirmed. We had a potluck 

style dinner and ate with members of the congregation. 

Everyone was so welcoming and kind to us and we felt 

like part of the family. We also played another round of I 

want my stuff back at dinner. Julianne had to dance to 

the song, “I want to move it, move it,” from the movie 

Madagascar in front of everyone to get her shirt and 

shorts back. After dinner we performed for the 

congregation and ended up singing two encore songs 

for them. The whole choir can agree that last night was 

a moment we will remember forever; no words can do 

last night justice. I felt something I’ve never felt before. I 

know many of us felt the Holy Spirit move through us 

last night. Who knew such a small church could make 

such a big impact. Last night was a major bonding 

moment. We all sat in the sanctuary together for almost 

two hours singing, laughing, and crying. We definitely 

leaned on each other for comfort, which brought us 

closer together. Even though the tour is not over yet, 

last night was definitely a highlight of this trip. 



Money and Marriage 

By Amy Merrick 

Photos by Morgan Anderson 

Reprinted in part with permission from the June 2017 

issue of Thrivent magazine, the member publication of 

Thrivent Financial.  

Don’t let financial differences derail your relationship. 

Here’s how to get on the path of open, honest 

communication about money—and stay on it. 

Many couples face conflict over attitudes about money. 

But it’s possible for every couple to improve 

communication about their finances—and strengthen 

their relationship in the process. Financial 

representatives, Thrivent members and experts share 

their stories and tips for a financially healthy marriage. 

Tip 1: Talk about how your past shaped your views 

on money.  When Vic Hildebrand was a child, his 

parents divorced. His mother moved him and his sister 

from California to Indiana, putting distance between the 

family and her ex-husband. While his mother studied for 

her bachelor’s degree, Hildebrand, his sister and his 

mother cleaned houses together to earn extra money. 

Hildebrand was sometimes so hungry that he would eat 

from the trash while he was cleaning the kitchen. 

It’s no surprise that as an adult, he worries about 

remaining financially stable. His wife, on the other hand, 

grew up in a family that always had enough money. 

Hildebrand and his wife talk about how his childhood 

experiences drive him to work hard—at times, too hard. 

“This is the emotional luggage that you’re bringing into a 

marriage,” says Hildebrand, a Thrivent Financial 

representative in Naperville, Illinois. “We try to 

understand the past, so we can shape and change the 

future.” 

For Thrivent members Jon and Michelle Sobieski in 

Naperville, Illinois, it was problems from a previous 

relationship that caused conflict. They’re both business 

owners—Jon owns six car washes in the Chicago area, 

and Michelle owns a yoga studio and school. When they 

married in 2014, Jon was hesitant at first to combine 

their finances.  

“We kept that division a little longer than we should 

have,” says Jon. He initially struggled with trust issues 

stemming from spending problems in a previous 

relationship. That impacted how he and Michelle 

handled their finances. 

With the help of Hildebrand, their financial 

representative, the Sobieskis have come to understand 

how their experiences shaped their feelings about 

money, and they have worked hard to learn from them. 

“It’s a constant blending,” Jon says. “We are trying to 

become more of a ‘we’ than a ‘you’ and ‘me.’” 

The good news? It’s never too late to improve your 

understanding of the effect your emotions and financial 

habits can have on your relationship. 

Tip 2: Use praise and prayer.  Choose a regular time 

each week to discuss your finances, and make it a time 

when you’re relaxed and unlikely to be interrupted. 

“Often money comes up in conversation only when 

there’s an issue,” says Matt Bell, author of Money and 

Marriage, who lives in Louisville, Kentucky. “If couples 

can get in the habit of talking about money more 

frequently and find positives to talk about, that can be 

really helpful.” 

However, talking about money can bring up feelings of 

anger and guilt, especially when spouses haven’t had 

open communication in the past. Preparing for these 

emotions and committing to handling the conversation 

respectfully can help.  

So can praising your spouse for smart financial 

decisions.  

Bell makes a point of complimenting his wife for the 

many ways she helps their family stay on budget, such 

as finding great deals on healthy food or clothes for their 

kids. “There need to be five positive interactions over the 

course of a typical day for every negative interaction,” he 

notes.  



Prayer also can help to keep the discussion calm. 

Jeanne Montgomery, a Thrivent member in Menifee, 

California, says growing up as one of seven children 

without much financial security shaped her views. “I am 

the money worrier, sometimes unnecessarily,” she says. 

Her reluctance to spend sometimes caused conflict with 

her husband of 45 years, who was often less cautious 

about their budget. But it eased her concerns when they 

prayed together over their important financial decisions. 

“That will keep down the worry and the stress,” she 

says, “and it will keep you talking.” 

Tip 3: Keep the lines of communication open. Nicole 

Olson, a Thrivent Financial representative in Clear Lake, 

Iowa, suggests that couples establish a joint bank 

account to encourage open and ongoing discussions 

about finances. She also stresses that it’s important for 

both people to understand the family budget and track 

spending, even if one spouse is the primary 

breadwinner. When both people participate, it makes 

each person feel more confident. 

Olson sees that in meetings with members. “I can see 

how their posture changes when they become engaged, 

when they realize, ‘I might not be the one managing all 

of this, but my input matters here, and there’s a reason 

for me to be involved,’” Olson says. 

Tip 4: Decide what needs joint discussion.  Large 

purchases can be a major cause of conflict, but it 

doesn’t have to be that way. Thrivent member Pat 

Scheibel, a retired freelance photographer in Tehachapi, 

California, remembers an incident shortly after she and 

her late husband were married in 1961. She bought 

something for their house—she can no longer 

remember what—and he was upset that she spent $15 

without consulting him. “In those days, that was a huge 

amount compared to the paycheck,” she says.  

They agreed that they would talk with each other before 

making large purchases. After that, they never had a 

major disagreement about money again in 43 years of 

marriage. “Just having good, open communication all 

the time is very effective,” she says. 

Similarly, the Sobieskis consult each other before any 

big purchases—anything more than $100 or $200—and 

before committing to anything that requires a monthly 

payment.  

That’s the right attitude, says Olson. “When people feel 

like it’s ‘ours,’ not ‘yours’ or ‘mine,’ it really is a good 

starting point for a healthy relationship with money as a 

couple,” she explains. 

Tip 5: Set both individual and joint goals.  Bell 

suggests that couples take time alone to think about the 

financial goals they would like to accomplish, such as 

getting out of debt or building up savings. One useful 

exercise is to have each spouse write down ideas 

separately, then trade papers and discuss the lists. 

“If you have very different objectives, maybe you can 

figure out the order in which you’re going to pursue 

things,” he adds. For example, if one spouse wants to 

take a trip to Europe that will require several years of 

saving, then the other partner will get to set the next 

goal.  

“It’s about conversation and making some trade-offs,” 

Bell says. 

Creating a spirit of teamwork about money improves 

marriages overall, Olson says. “When people feel 

security in talking about things that are uncomfortable, it 

makes the other stuff a lot easier,” she says. “Then, 

when something happens, they’re able to react 

appropriately. If they have a job loss, at least they know 

they can get through it together because they’ve talked 

about how to handle things. They know there is a road 

forward.”  

Open Up: How to Start the Conversation 

Seventy-eight percent of couples who talk about money 

at least once a week have a higher level of happiness in 

their relationship.* Here are three ways to start the 

conversation about money with your spouse.  

1. Plan a date night.  Ask your partner what he or she 

learned about money growing up, and how he or she 

feels about money today. What are the top concerns? 

What are the priorities? Listen. 

2. Be honest. Sharing mistakes you’ve made with 

money and how you’ve learned from them can help your 

spouse open up. 

3. Pick one subject. 

You won’t be able to 

address everything in a 

single discussion. 

Decide on a short-term, 

realistic goal and talk 

about how you both 

might work toward it. 

* “TD Bank Love and Money 

Survey,” 2016, TD Bank 

 



 

19 students (entering grades 1-3) came to celebrate summer 

and STEM Camp teamwork and fun!  Some of the activities 

included: made their own bricks, built structures out of recycled 

materials, made and played their own games as Jesus would 

have played as a child (such as making their own marbles out 

of clay, sewing bags for marbles), They learned to weave on 

their own looms that they made, and so much more.  Pastor 

Emily led devotions with the children, and on the last day, 

parents came for a demonstration on the kid’s projects. 



Educating Africa’s Children 

A Letter from Tom Dusek and daughter, Robin 

Dear family and friends, 

From Tom: At age 75,  I will run my last half marathon on July 16th to raise money for Educating Africa's 

Children. Below is an email my daughter Robin sent on Father's Day last week regarding Dusek Child Care 

and Primary School, which is supported by EAC. This school, which she help start, is helping change the lives 

of many young children in Ibanda, a very small, remote village in Western Uganda. 

To make a donation, you can go to the link in the third paragraph below...or, if you prefer, you can mail a 

check made out to "Educating Africa's Children" to Tom Dusek, 2149 University Drive, Naperville, IL 60565. 

Educating Africa's Children is a registered 501.c.3.. So your donation is completely tax deductible. 

From Robin: When Dusek Child Care Center opened in 2011, we expected 35 students to show up. 

Approximately 100 more students than that enrolled....truly amazing at the time. But I never dreamed that by 

2017 we would have over 700 students. We have come so far, and we are changing many lives.  We couldn't 

do it without you. The first class of students graduates primary school on November 29, and I know they have 

been filled with the skills and dreams to do great things after their graduation.  However, to make sure DCCC 

stays licensed, we have some structural issues we have to address.  Right now we don't have the funds to 

make these upgrades, but we're hoping to raise them over the summer. In fact, right now, and appropriate to 

Father's Day, my dad is raising money in connection with running his last half-marathon at age 75. If you'd 

like to support him, the link is: https://www.razoo.com/story/Euov3g  The funds raised will first go to the 

upgrades needed to make sure the school meets the licensing requirements. After that, funds will go to 

teacher salaries, books, and furniture.  He has a big fundraising goal since it will be his last half marathon. 

And I hope (and I know he does) that he meets it because it will make a HUGE difference in our ability to 

keep DCCC licensed and teaching kids at the level we expect.  Every donation makes a difference. Thank 

you for all your support and Happy Father's Day to all the dads out there!   Best, Robin Dusek 

Good Luck Tom, from your Church Family! 

 



Dear Friends,  

We have reached that time of the school year with 

finalized grades, completed tests, and sunshine 

coming through classroom windows reminding 

students of a quickly approaching summer. Even 

though we are at the end of the school year, we have 

so much to get ready for!  

While we are thankful for another successful school 

year in our new building, we can’t help but turn our 

attention towards getting ready for next year. We are 

approximately 70% of the way done with our dining 

hall, which needs to be funded and completed by 

September to accommodate our final grade of 

students. This space still needs a name if you are 

interested in funding the completion...any takers?  

As we progress in reconstructing our new building, we 

also progress in reconstructing the cultural attitude of 

Slovakia towards generosity through our many service 

projects. This year we partnered with a local 

orphanage in Necpaly by raising support, volunteering, 

and coordinating joint events. As we shape our 

community, we also get our students ready for a life of 

Christ-filled service beyond our campus. 

While we encourage our students to be active in our 

community, we also have had several opportunities to 

invite the community onto our campus. We hosted a 

Children’s Day filled with outdoor activities for families 

to enjoy together and an outdoor worship service on 

Pentecost Sunday. The children singing and playing 

instruments reminds us that the same Spirit that filled 

the disciples continues to be alive at our school also. 

 

A packed campus reminds us that our summer camps 

are quickly approaching, as we get ready for our U.S. 

partners to come serve with us this summer! What 

blessings we experience preparing for Peer Ministry 

Training, VBS, EGMT Camp, ESL Courses, and J-

Camp. We are ready for another summer of ministry as 

we thank God for an amazing school year! 

 



These three young adults have grown up at Our Saviour’s.         

Look what they are doing now…. 

Elise Robinson 
I am very excited to join the ELCA’s Urban Servant Corps for this 
upcoming year. I will be living in Denver with other volunteers who are part 
of this program. The Urban Servant Corps is based around the tenets of 
intentional community, service, simplicity, and spirituality. Each volunteer is 
placed at a nonprofit in the Denver area where they will serve throughout 
the year. My placement is at the Women’s Bean Project which is an 
organization that helps unemployed women learn employable skills and 
find jobs.  

Growing up at Our Saviour’s gave me the opportunity to participate in 
many mission trips. Through these mission trips, I realized my passion for 
serving others. I am looking forward to this mission experience which will 
allow me to serve in Denver.  

 

 

Salama! 
Emma Cremin 

International Women’s Day is a day to celebrate women all over the world, 
and that is no different in Manamabaro! In the morning, I joined hundreds 
of women from the village, on a march.  We sang and danced, even 
through the pouring rain! The march ended in the town center where there 
were speeches and dances performed by the different neighborhoods.  In 
the afternoon there were games, a raffle, and a singing competition. None 
of the women worked, which meant even the men cooked for the day! 
Madagascar still has a long way to go, but this joyful celebration gave me 
great hope for the future of women. 

 

 

Scott Miller 

“Look out world, cuz this Wartburg grad is coming to 

a ministry near you! “  

Graduated from Wartburg Theological Seminary.  Scott is now working at 

the Camp of the Cross Ministries in Garrison, North Dakota. His family and 

some of our talented Our Saviour’s friends made this special quilt and 

surprised Scott at his graduation.   

We look forward to hearing more about Scott and his new job. 

 

 



Faith Community Nurses Make 

Big Impact from Cradle to Grave 
 
Written by Janine Sheedy 
Advocate Health Nurse ENews 
 
On a hot Friday morning, nearly 100 people gather 
outside Our Lady of Tepeyac Parish in Pilsen, Ill. for its 
weekly food pantry. Some have been waiting in line 
since 7 am. The pantry opens at noon. 

In a neighborhood where the average annual 
household income is $22,000 per year, the food pantry, 
one of the largest in Metro-Chicagoland, serves 450 
community members each month. 

“For many people, this is their only access to fruits and 
vegetables,” says Advocate Faith Community Nurse 
Donna Oborski. 

Donna has been a nurse for nearly four decades. In 
addition to running the food pantry, Donna helps 
coordinate on-site screenings, health assessments and 
preventative health information. 

“As the health care system has evolved, vulnerable 
communities have become more vulnerable. These 
people are challenged to access care,” says Nancy 
Durbin, director, Faith Community Nurse Ministry. 
“Donna offers them a safe place to come and get the 
help they need.” 

Started at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park 
Ridge Ill. in 1984, the Faith Community Nurse Ministry 
is the oldest in the country. In 2016, fewer than 20 
nurses served nearly 60,000 people in 39 diverse 
congregations. Their work resulted in more than 
$850,000 in community benefits and nearly $2 million 
in avoidance costs. 

Six to eight volunteers help Donna each week, 
including Wayne, a neighborhood resident who 
struggled to find work after being released from prison. 

“Donna accepted me when no one else would. This is 
my way to give back,” he says as he carries out a bag 
for an elderly woman using a walker. 

That week, Wayne and other volunteers brought 
Donna flowers and balloons in honor of Mother’s Day. 

“They told me it’s because I am like their mother,” says 
a teary-eyed Donna. “I never knew I had such a big 
family.” 

Twenty miles to the west, her colleague Deborah 
Stankiewicz, fondly known as Nurse Debbie, has spent 
27 years at First Congregation Parish of Western 
Springs, Ill. Debbie, who holds a master’s in geriatrics 
and a certification in healing touch, believes her role is 
to be an advocate for the people she serves. 

“One of my gifts is to care, and care deeply,” says 
Debbie. “I have no problem being assertive.” 

Rooted in caring for the mind, body and spirit, the Faith 
Community Nurses provide case management, 
medical surveillance, volunteer coordination and 
emotional support through challenging times. Each 
nurse tailors her programming to the needs of the 
community, ensuring spirituality is at the root of all they 
do. 

“What did we do before Debbie?” says Jean, a weekly 
participant in Debbie’s Tai Chi class. “I’ve had cancer 
and other health scares, and Debbie was with me the 
whole time.” 

That day, Nurse Debbie heads from teaching her 
preschoolers safety tips to the home of one parishioner 
who had been put on hospice care. 

“I am truly with this community from cradle to grave,” 
says Debbie. Although Debbie and Donna serve very 
different communities, many issues overlap. 

“I watched both women help their parishioners navigate 
through tragedies like teen suicides,” says Nancy. 
“Heartbreak has no exceptions.” 

Donna, Debbie and the other Faith Community Nurses 
embody wisdom, compassion and the utmost humility. 

“Health care is a partnership,” says Nancy. “We are 

your partners. We are the mission.” 

Our Saviour’s was the first of many churches to 

embrace this ministry. We are blessed to have a 

wonderful Care Team led by Pastor Al Creighton, and 

Nurses Dawn DeBoer and Saralea Holstrom, and 

many other caring professionals in our congregation 

that have continued to grow this special ministry. We 

are truly lucky, and very grateful!  Thank you for all you 

do, and know that you are appreciated. 

 

http://www.advocatehealth.com/luth
http://www.ahchealthenews.com/2016/03/01/tai-chi-may-help-ward-off-heart-disease/


.Staff Updates: 

• We would like to thank Peggy McKinley who has worked in the front office and with various projects. Peggy 

has decided to step away from her staff position and volunteer more. She worked with volunteers teams, new 

members, senior lunch reminders, and prayer cards.  

• We would also like to thank Mike Mahon who started working as a custodian at Our Saviour's, and over the 

last few years as the Maintenance Manger. Mike has also decided to step away from his staff position. He has 

worked with the current custodial staff, maintenance projects, event set ups and the facilities for both 

campuses. 

• In August, Sarah Swindall, Assistant Youth Director, will be going to seminary. We want to thank Sarah for the 

work she has done with both the junior high and high school programs.  

We thank Peggy, Mike, and Sarah, for their partnership in ministry and we wish them all the best in the future 

Births and Deaths  

We celebrate with: 

• Abby and Mike Graveline at the birth of their daughter 

Grace Hope Graveline 

• Tim and Ashley Updegraff Barlow at the birth of 

daughter, Emery Jane;  grandparents are John 

Updegraff and Kris Reenstjerna.   

• Claire Herrmann, daughter of Mike and Katie 

Herrmann.  Grandparents are Rick and Liz  Hutchins 

and Lee and Iris Selander, and great-grandmother is 

Margaret Bergstrom. 

• Brian and Lea Pugh at the birth of son, Rhys Allan 

Pugh;  grandparents are Don and Diane Field. 

• Ralph and Eleanor Meister as they welcome their 

third great-granddaughter, Olivia Karen 

VanLankvelt;  great aunt is Carolyn Rott. 

• We rejoice in new life, and celebrate with Matt and 

Pam Couch at the birth of daughter, Ella Mei 

Couch;  grandparents are Jeff and Nancy Couch 

• Sean and Keegan Collander at the birth of daughter 

Lorelei Faye; grandparents are Dan and Debbie 

Collander. 

• Mark Goetz 

 

We Lift up in Prayer: 

• Les May and family at the death of his sister, Carol 

Trotter 

• Ann Jongsma and family at the death of her mother, 

Mary Lapinski 

• Fran Huff and family at the death of her father, 

Charles Briddle 

• We lift up in prayer family and friends of Charlie 

Graveline 

• Debbie Fratini and family at the death of her 

husband, Bob Fratini   

• Wes and Vuriel Pipal at the death of his brother, 

Eldon Pipal 

• Keith and Margaret Jones and family at the death of 

his father, Walter Jones 

• Tom and Lisa Griffin at the death of his mother, 

Virginia Griffin 

• The family and friends of Pastor Kenneth Olson at 

his death 

• The family of Ruth Lottes at her death 

• Ralph and Eleanor Meister and Carolyn and Jeff 

Rott, Gregory and Kenneth, at the death of 

daughter/ sister/aunt, Karen Real 

• Dan and Becky Zollner and family at the death of 

his mother, Geraldine Zollner 

• Bruce and Saralea Holstrom at the death of his 

mother, Elva Van Howe  

• Eudean Sovereign and family at the death of her 

daughter, Teri Durr 

• Mike Galle and family at the death of his father, 

Raymond Galle 

• Shari Kragh and family at the death of husband/ 

father, Richard (“Rich”) Kragh 

• Patti Imhoff and family at the death of her mother, 

Arlene Martin 



Our Saviour's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
815 S. Washington Street 
Naperville, IL  60540 
Phone: (630) 355-2522 
Fax: (630) 355-2553 
Web site: www.oursaviours.com 
 
 

 

 

How are you caring for others and helping them feel welcome and connected in our faith community?   

How have you experienced being part of an authentic, caring faith community at Our Saviour’s?   

Share your stories about how God is working in your life and the lives of others!   

All articles for the Fall Quarterly Connections are due by September 1, 2017.  

Please submit all articles and photos to Jean Jepson at jeanjepson@oursaviours.com 


