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Life Passages:  Funerals and Memorials 

Recognizing that we belong to God, we claim Jesus’ death as our own, as well as the new life promised to 

us in the risen Christ.   

At such times, it is good to be reminded that when Christians gather for a funeral, it is to thank God for the 

hope we have in Christ, to  remember and give thanks for our loved one, and to offer support to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. The worship service (funeral or memorial) is a celebration of life – the life we 

have in Christ and the life of the person who has died. 

Just as Jesus talked about his death long before it happened, Jesus sensed the importance of preparation 

and helping others to see the same road which was before him. 

In a similar way we encourage people to think about the services they would like, at the end of their life. By 

looking and talking about this ahead of time, it meets a two-fold need: you are able to be a part of the 

discussion and help choose a service that reflects your life and it makes decisions much easier for your 

loved ones at  a time when it can be hard to make choices. 

Please use this as a resource, whether you are looking for ideas or are looking ahead to what you would 

like in   your own service and/or need tools to talk with a loved one about their service.  Please feel free to 

contact a pastor for any further questions.. The following pastors can offer assistance as you plan: Pastor 

John Gerike, Pastor Brian Wise, and Pastor Emily Wiles 

 

Where to Begin 

When a loved one dies, please notify the church.  If outside of normal business hours, please call the 

emergency pastoral care line at 331-305-4381. A pastor will be in contact with you as soon as they are 

able. They may help with visiting the family, praying over your loved one, and funeral arrangements. 

The pastor will also want to meet with the family to plan the service. 

You may wish to share special memories and information which will help the pastor to know this special 

person in your life in a more personal way. Special requests, suggestions and personal touches are 

welcome. 

 

Planning The Service 

The purpose of the service is to express together the resurrection hope we have in Christ, to give thanks to 

God for the person who has died and to offer support and comfort to one another. 

Factors to consider in setting the time of the service include the availability of the church and the funeral 

home. Consider, also, the schedules of those who will want to come and those who will be traveling a 

distance. 

Our Saviour’s follows a liturgical/set outline for Christian burial.  However, within the liturgy of the worship 

service, there are options for readings, etc.  The pastor will go over the worship    service with you and help 

you with ideas.  All decisions regarding the service are at the discretion of the pastor and need to follow the 

guidelines of Our Saviour’s worship practices and the theology of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP (with/without communion) 

      Placing of the Pall on the casket/Entrance Rite 

Procession of the family (a hymn may be sung) 

Greeting and prayer  

(an appropriate place for a solo) 

(an appropriate place for a family member and/or friend to say thanks and/or share brief 

remembrances) 

Scripture readings (see suggestions) 

  A reading from one of the Gospels 

  Sermon/Homily/Message 

  Hymn (may be sung) 

  Apostles’ Creed 

Prayers/Lord’s Prayer 

(Holy Communion may be celebrated if desired) 

Commendation/Benediction 

Recessional (a hymn may be sung during recessional) 

Committal 

 

Pall 

A white cloth, the casket pall, may be placed over the casket at the entrance to the church as a reminder 
that even in death we are covered with our baptismal promises. The use of  the pall also signifies that “all are 
equal in the eyes of God.”  (James 2:1-9)   The pall is removed after the casket leaves the sanctuary and  
before the casket is placed in the funeral coach. 

Holy Communion 

Jesus declares  “I am the way, the truth and the life….” In the bread and the wine of Holy Communion, we 
are connected to that promise and God’s invisible love. It is the most inclusive   way of sharing our faith in 
the communion of all the saints, Christ and with one another. The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is not 
limited to members of Our Saviour’s. All who are present are invited and believe in Christ’s presence are 
invited to the table. 

Committal 

The committal service at the grave usually takes place immediately following the service at the church. If 
the body is cremated, some   families choose to have a private committal at the cemetery before   the 
service at the church. If the burial is a considerable distance away, the committal may take place after a 
fellowship time at the church or even another day. In some situations, the Our Saviour’s pastors can assist 
you in locating a clergy person or a funeral home can officiate at the graveside service. If the ashes are to 
be placed in the Columbarium at Our Saviour’s campus or The Garden at   Celebration campus, the family 
can arrange with the officiating pastor how they would like this to take place.  

BURIAL 

Traditionally the body of the loved one or the ashes has been buried in a cemetery. As land–and cemetery 
plots–have become more expensive and further from home, there has been a shift back to the church to 
the place where individuals feel connected and  seek comfort when death comes; the place where the 
deceased  has been a part of all that has happened in this faith community.  With this in mind, Our 
Saviour’s has two options for burial of ashes. 

 



The Columbarium at Our Saviour’s Campus 

A columbarium is a group of aesthetically pleasing niches which contain the cremated remains of the 
departed and reflect the traditions of the Christian Community. It is a meaningful way to   honor and 
respect the remains of those saints who have served Christ’s church here on earth. It is a connection 
between life in Christ here and life with Christ in eternity. It is a consoling link  between life and death. 

 

Luther Court is the location of the columbarium. Here it is a part of the living church. A place that is holy 
simply because wherever God is – is a holy space. It is a place to remember those who have been part 
of the church and a place for holy laughter, joy, tears and the sharing of stories. It is a reminder that life 
and death cannot be   separated into neat little packages. Its location, not too far from the baptismal 
font in the narthex, reminds us that even in death we are covered with God’s baptismal promise; just as 
we die with Christ in baptism God promises that we will be resurrected with Christ. To memorialize the 
life of the departed in the light of celebrating life eternal is Christian witness of our faith.  

 

The Garden at the Celebration Campus 

This is a holy place embracing color, variety, abundance and beauty of all that God has created. It is a 

place to pray, a place for quiet conversation and for small gatherings of celebration. It is a place for 

children’s happy voices. It is not possible, nor desirable,   to shut out the rest of the world from this 

space. 

The Garden is a place for the burial or scattering of ashes of loved ones – an alternative for those who 

desire cremation and wish to have their remains returned to the earth rather than inurned in the  

columbarium. 

The pastors or the church office can give you more details about  the Columbarium and The Garden 

Guidelines. 

 

Memorials and the Endowment Fund 

Friends often give a gift of money in memory of the person who has died. It is helpful to suggest where 

memorials may be directed. Gifts to Our Saviour’s or to the Our Saviour’s Endowment fund are  

welcome. Gifts to the church may be designated for specific or general use. 

 

MUSIC 

Music is an expression of our feelings, inner thoughts and a significant part of our worship tradition. Music 

used at the funeral or memorial service should proclaim God’s grace and promises and the hope of the 

Resurrection. You are encouraged to pick hymns that the congregation can join in singing so that 

everyone can share and   experience the healing found during the worship service.   

 

Music selections sung by a vocalist or played by an instrumentalist also are appropriate. The pastor will 

help with the placement within the order of service. We suggest that you consider hymns and songs 

which are joyful; Easter hymns which speak of the Lord’s  resurrection; or comforting songs to bring 

comfort to others. Hymns are usually sung during the procession, the recession, and following the 

message. The Pastor and/or Director of Worship and Music will assist you in selection and placement 

of hymns during the service. 



 

Suggested hymns from the Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 

 

#366  The Strife is O’er the Battle Done 

#367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound 

#365 Jesus Christ is Risen Today   

#627 O Day Full of Grace  

#422 For All the Saints  

#504 A Mighty Fortress  

#632 O God Our Help in Ages Past  

#618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer  

#619 I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

#666 What Wondrous Love is This  

#742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus  

#856 How Great Thou Art  

#836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  

#779 Amazing Grace  

#502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  

#765 Lord of All Hopefulness  

#781 Children of the Heavenly Father  

#759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee  

#838 Beautiful Savior 

 #859   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  

#660   Lift High the Cross  

#613   Thy Holy Wings  

#773   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

#732   I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  

#815   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  

#608   Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling  

#635   We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight  

#485   I Am the Bread of Life  

#787   On Eagle’s Wings  

#733   Great Is Thy Faithfulness  

#543   Go, My Children, with My Blessing  

#532   Here in This Place  

#314   Arise, Your Light Has Come!  

#697   Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

#595   Jesus Loves Me! 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

The hope we have in Christ is expressed clearly in the scriptures.  One,  two or three passages may be 

chosen. The following are some suggested scripture from the Holy Bible, New Revised Standard  Version 

(NRSV). 

 

PSALMS 
Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd 
Psalm 46 God is our refuge and strength, our help in trouble 
Psalm 90 LORD, you are our dwelling place 
Psalm 91 You who live in the shelter of the LORD. 
Psalm 118 The steadfast love of the LORD endures forever 
Psalm 121 Lift up my eyes to the hills, strength from the LORD 
Psalm 130 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT 

Job 19:23-27a  I know that my Redeemer lives 
Isaiah 25:6-9 The LORD will remove death and tears 
Isaiah 40:28-31 They who wait for the LORD renew their strength 
Isaiah 43:1-3a Fear not, God is with you in all trials 
Isaiah 61:1-3 Good news from the LORD for those who mourn 
Jeremiah 31:10-13 The LORD will comfort, turn mourning into joy 
 

NEW TESTAMENT  

Romans 5:1-11   Christ died to give us life 
Romans 8:14-19   Present suffering nothing compared to future glory 
Romans 8:31-39   Nothing can separate us from God’s Love in Christ 
Romans 10:8-13   All who call on the Lord will be saved 
Romans 14:7-9   Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s 
1 Corinthians 15:12-26  Christ’s resurrection raises us from death 
1 Corinthians 15:51-57   Listen! I tell you a mystery 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1    We do not lose heart: glory yet to come 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   We grieve, but with hope 
2 Timothy 4: 6-8   Fought the good fight, finished the race 
1 John 3: 1-3   We are God’s children; all will be revealed 
Revelation 7:9-17   The saints in white before throne of God 
Revelation 21:2-7 Holy city, water of life, God wipes tears away 
Matthew 11:25-30   Come to me, all you weary, and I will give you rest 
Mark 10:13-16  Let the children come to me-theirs is the kingdom 
John 3:12-17   God sent the Son into the world to save it 
John 6:37-40 I will raise them up on the last day 
John 10:11-16  I am the Good Shepherd, I know my own 
John 11:21-27   I am the resurrection and the life 
John 14:25-29   Peace I leave with you, not like the world gives 
 

Following the service  

A lunch may be arranged (to be paid for by the family)  and served by the Our Saviour’s hospitality team. 

Fees 

Fees are available upon request. 

All fees must be paid on the day of the funeral (separate checks made out to individuals). This is often 

handled by the Funeral  Director. 



A WORD ABOUT GRIEVING 

No two people grieve in exactly the same way.  Some move through the stages of grief more quickly 

than others. Helping to plan the funeral or memorial service and then experiencing the service is an 

important beginning step. As you continue to grieve  in the days and months ahead, you will 

experience ups and downs, good days and bad. The pastors of Our Saviour’s, and the parish nurse are 

available to listen and talk with you. Please call the church if you wish to talk with someone. 

 

You are encouraged to continue to gather for worship with the congregation where we are assured of 

God’s continuing presence, promises and grace. 

 

RESOURCES 

 

We also have a list of resources, some of which are available in the church library: 

 

A Grief Observed        C.S. Lewis 

 

A Book of Comfort: When You Are Suffering         Alvin N. Rogness 

 

Andrew, You Died Too Soon: A Family Experience of Grieving and Living Again       

         Corinne Chilstrom   

 

Good Grief                Granger E. Westberg 

 

On Grieving the Death of a Father                      Harold Ivan Smith 

 

Our Stories of Miscarriage: Healing Words               Rachel Faldet and Karen Fitton 

 

Praying Our Goodbyes                                               Joyce Rupp 

 

Psalms for Praying                                                       Nan Merrill 

 

Rachel’s Cry: Prayer of Lament and  Rebirth of Hope          Kathleen Billman and Daniel Migliore 

  

When Death Touches Your Life: Practical Help in Preparing for Death           

         Mervin E. Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


