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Change
Written By Pastor John Gerike, Senior Pastor
As I'm writing this, the weather is starting to get cool. Summer is gone. Time for
autumn. My wife Ruth loves the cool of fall. I'm more of a heat of summer person.
But more than that, I like having the variety of the seasons. When our son and
daughter-in-law lived in Mexico, that's one of the things they missed--the changing of
the seasons. When they told us that, Ruth, who is very good at thinking of others,
decided to take them fall leaves. So she went on a walk, gathered different shapes and colors of leaves,
put them in between the pages of her book, and took them to Mexico. Brian and Betsy had just a little
reminder of fall.
How can we continue to embrace the changes in our lives? Sometimes that's easy. When a child or
grandchild is born--we celebrate. When we are old enough to get a driver's license, it's wonderful. But
other times it's hard to accept the changes that bring limitations, that remind us that our life on this earth
doesn't last forever.
When I was planning youth conventions, one of my favorite speakers would say essentially the same line
in his talk each year. He would say, "You know what my favorite age is? 62. That's how old I am now."
The next year he would say, "You know what my favorite age is? 63. That's how old I am now."
In Philippians 4:4-7, it says:
"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

May we give thanks for the gifts and the challenges God gives us each day. As we celebrate the
changing of the seasons, may we also celebrate the seasons of life, knowing that God is always near
and will never, ever leave us alone.
In Christ,
Pastor John Gerike

Focus – Growing Our Impact in the Community
Written by Steve Spayer, Council Chair

The last few years, our focus has been on debt reduction, right sizing the operating costs of
the church to align with current giving levels, increasing transparency, and rebuilding trust.
Moving forward, we would like to build from this platform and shift our focus from internal
“needs” to external “opportunities” with the intent of growing our impact in the community.
Our church has a strong legacy in this community for identifying needs and working within the community to
develop a response to those needs. Samaritan Interfaith (Samaricare), Loaves & Fishes, Celebration Pre School
are examples of missions launched and supported by OSLC in response to community needs for counseling,
food banks, and early childhood education, respectively. We would like to build on this legacy by committing to
put more dollars towards missions - God’s work.
We enter the quarter with the launch of a formal stewardship campaign and with it a new approach to our
request for incremental giving. We are committing to an allocation plan tied to the total incremental pledge
commitments that will define percentage allocations to the following categories: Missions, debt reduction,
reserves, building repairs, and programs. Historically, incremental dollars would be spent at the discretion of
Church Council.
In a perfect world, one in which we would know the future capital needs of the buildings, the appropriate levels of
reserves we should maintain and the revenues we should expect to see moving forward, we could take 100% of
incremental giving and direct it to Missions and Programming, enabling us to truly increase our impact in the
community. This year we are taking steps to move us toward that ideal. We are working with the Properties
Committee to help us take a full assessment of the buildings with the intent of giving us a projection of the
capital needs over the next 10 years. We are working with the Finance Committee to develop a revenue model
that will look at recent historical giving patterns adjusted for new members and natural attrition to help us project
future revenues. We continue our work to improve operations to achieve greater efficiency, encouraging the
team tasked with this initiative to re-imagine the staff model we have in place addressing the question, “How
would we staff the church if we were starting from scratch today?”
In short, we are not yet operating in an ideal environment, but we are far enough along to commit to a new path
for stewardship. Our intent, as our information improves, is to migrate in future years to an allocation model that
further escalates the percentage given to missions and programming, areas in which we can actively see God’s
work in action.
So how can you help? (1) Attend one of the forums offered this month to hear the plan, and address any
questions you may have. (2) Prayerfully consider an increase in your current giving, and (3) Commit to start
this new level of giving electronically effective January 1, 2019. If you are not currently giving on a regular basis,
commit to do so. If you are currently giving regularly, consider increasing the amount of your regular gift. If you
think of your giving in terms of a percentage of your income, consider increasing your gift by 1% of your income.
P
prayerfully consider the guidance offered by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:12: If the willingness is there, the gift is
acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.
Also remember from Mark 6:30-44 the story of five loaves & fish (feeding of the 5,000).
The impact of our giving as a community will be multiplied through the work of God.

Operational Update From The Finance Committee
General Operating Budget Approved by Congregation
This is the first in a series of updates from the Finance Committee on the
operations of Our Saviour’s. The focus this time is to present how the
general operating budget supports the ministries and activities of our
Church. On the revenue side, a chart is included to provide perspective on
how money comes into the Church. On the expense side, compensation &
operating costs are allocated across five key activities. For each activity,
examples are provided of the impact realized.
The numbers do not include Children’s Center Preschool, Endowment and
Restricted Funds (donations to specific missions, ministries, building repairs
and debt reduction), which will be presented in future updates.
Feedback may be emailed to Our Saviour’s Treasurer at
finance@oursaviours.com
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The New School Year Begins at Celebration Children’s Center
Written by Kelly Gillian
The 14th school year kicked off on Tuesday, Sept 4th, and we welcomed 275 children through our doors! Fall is
such an exciting time in the school year as the preschool children make new friends, and parents also make
new connections. We have many fall plans for family fellowship opportunities including: Parent Coffees in The
Open Door, Just For Parents Wine and Cheese Night, Fall Dad’s Night, and Pumpkin Patch Chapel, too! Connections are so important, and we are here not only to teach the children but also to serve the families and
help them to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known! This month our Bible verse is:
“Love is Patient, Love is Kind.” 1 Cor 13:4, God bless our new school year!

#OSLCgivesback
Written by Liza Schramm
This summer, Our Saviour’s hosted its first ever
Missions Camp with the goal of teaching children in
our community about the importance of doing for
others what they can’t comfortably do for themselves.
Each day we read children’s books about being kind
and spreading love wherever we go, while
participating in missions’ projects for local and global
communities.

It was a raging success, and it opened the
conversation for, and encouraged, so many families to
continue giving back in their own ways throughout the
summer. We received an email from a camper’s mom
who wanted us to know her daughter had chosen to
host a lemonade stand for Our Saviour’s Baby Care
after being inspired during her week at camp. After
that, we heard from many others asking how families
could get involved in other ways!

around posting pictures of acts of kindness or using
birthday invites to ask for donations instead of
presents. Some people feel it’s pretentious and showy
(and maybe sometimes that’s the case) -- but the cool
thing is, the act of giving back doesn’t have any
rules! It doesn’t say you can’t share what you did -- in
fact, I think the more you share, the more others will
want to do the same! The power of social media can
have a huge, positive impact on our society's ability to
give (not to mention the free advertising we can offer
for the non-profits who are most definitely using their
money to do good instead of advertising).

During the first weekend in September, both
campuses at Our Saviour’s participated in “God’s
Work, Our Hands” where people of all ages gathered The children’s book “Be Kind” by Pat Zietlow Miller
to make Baby Care kits. As a large group, we hit it out says this – Maybe I can only do small things. But my
of the park!
small things might join small things other people do.
And, together, they could grow into something big.
Something really big. So big that all our kindnesses
But the thing about giving back is, it doesn’t have to
spill out of our school … spread throughout town
happen in organized large groups or camps! It
… travel across the country … and go all the way …
doesn’t have to involve a pastor or mission leader. It
around the world.
could start with a child’s birthday party or a lemonade
stand! It could be bringing cleaning supplies or
feminine products to Loaves & Fishes after your own Maybe you’ll make it your mission this fall, and as we
trip to Target, or dropping gently-used clothes to
approach the holidays, to give back a little more. We’d
Second Chance Resale shop, or old toys and books
love to hear how you do that.
for the families served through Family Shelter Service.
Baby Care accepts baby clothes and items throughout Use the hashtag
the entire year, has boxes at both campus locations,
#OSLCgivesback
and Feed My Starving Children has an easy sign-up
to spend a few hours packing meals! By choosing
and SHARE THE LOVE.
these local missions over some big box options, a little
bit can go a long way for a family in need.

I often hear people talking about why other’s give
back. There has always been a negative stigma

The 21st Annual MEGA Garage Sale is a Wrap!
Written by Sandy Martinech
The twenty-first annual MEGA Garage Sale is in the
books. By the numbers, there was approximately
$47,000 in gross revenue. So far $35,000 has been
designated to be disbursed to 14 different
organizations. There were 171 volunteers that donated
3308 hours of time during the three weeks, from set-up
to redistribution. Countless donations filled the gym
and tent with gently used goods. Thousands of
shoppers found good deals on toys, books, clothes,
housewares, furniture, etc. Many people were curious
about the changes in the sale.
The decision to hold the sale wasn’t made until March,
2018. Last year as the sale wound down, it was clear
that there were challenges that had to be faced and
addressed if the MEGA Garage Sale was to continue.
Three major areas were identified:

to communicate her passion and energy to church staff
and to new volunteers. She hopes their experience will
draw them back next year.
Linda would like to convey her gratitude and thanks to
all involved in this year’s sale. There is a huge list: long
time volunteers, new workers, the church staff for
custodial support and communications, hospitality

crew, F3, Boy Scout Troop 107 and all who sustain the
sale with donations and shopping. Thrivent grants also
help with the set-up, take-down and cleanup. With
helped defray different expenses of the sale.
Pastor Brian’s help, commitments were made by the
And on a very personal, heartfelt level, Linda would like
F3 team to tackle the set-up. After the last sale was
made on Saturday, the tired workers filed out as 20+ to thank all those who helped and encouraged her,
knowing it was hard for her to “pull it off” this year.
fresh faces flooded the gym so takedown and
“Everyone was so kind.” Next year the sale is
cleanup could begin. Success!
scheduled for June 7-8, with more tweaking to come.
• The second challenge was large item pick-ups. In
And in Linda’s typical straightforward words: “Don’t
past years, one crew spent six days and evenings
sign-up, show-up.” The MEGA Garage Sale is pleased
scheduling pickups, then lifting and delivering
to announce we are able to distribute $35,000 of profits
furniture to the tent. This was no longer a
to the following organizations:
sustainable arrangement due to no church van and
• $3500 - OSLC Debt Free Fund
an aging team. A new plan entailed adding other
• $3000 - Good Samaritan Fund
teams and limiting pick-up times to a weekend,
asking a $20 donation. All time slots were filled, and • $2000 - Parish Nurse Fund
the tent was loaded with furniture. Progress, but this • $2000 - Mozambique Feeding Program
• $1000 - Transitional Living/Bridge Families
is still a challenge; more teams needed and the use
of a vehicle able to pull a loaded trailer.
• $5000 - Feed the Need/Feed My Starving Children
• The third challenge was securing a reliable method of • $5000 - Loaves & Fishes
redistribution of goods. In 2017, almost all the
• $3000 - Bright Stars of Bethlehem
charities cancelled their Saturday pick-ups. This left
• $3000 - Holy Family School
the tent and gym full of furniture, stacked boxes; the
• $1500 - Suicide Prevention
all-clear deadline date was exceeded. This year, the
• $2000 - Haiti School
sale leadership worked with Savers, a “global thrift
• $1000 - Alive Center - after school care
retailer”, to deliver a trailer to the Celebration site.
• $2000 - Dusek School
The unsold items were loaded Saturday afternoon.
Savers also paid by the pound for goods donated.
• $1000 - LSSI Mental Health Program
Our “old” redistribution partners are contacted and
preferred, but the ease of this method is highly
valued in this large scale redistribution situation.
Furniture redistribution remains a problem.
The fact that there was a MEGA Garage Sale 2018
(and there will be a 2019 Sale) is the result of the
determined leadership of Linda Collins. She was able
• The first challenge was finding new volunteers to

Uganda Update from Mark Crea, CEO, Feed My Starving Children
Submitted by Les May
“This week I have the incredible privilege of traveling
throughout Uganda with Stefan Radelich, CEO and
President of Feed the Hungry. Many of you may recognize that name, as Stefan was the speaker at our
most recent galas in Minnesota and Illinois. Today
(Monday, August 20) we were in the Rwamwanja Refugee Camp – home to 72,000 Congolese refugees.
This camp has nine schools with 2,000 – 3,000 students in each school (over 20,000 students in all).
Every day the children receive FMSC meals. Today
the food they are eating was packed with love at our
Aurora, IL site. If the food was not here, many students would not go to school.
You’ve heard me say numerous times, “You better
have a Plan B and C when working in the places we
work.” At the Mahega school, Plan B was in place.
The pots they use to cook our food are the biggest I’ve
ever seen. The cooks rise very early in the morning to
prepare the noon meal. They gather wood, build, light,
and stoke the fire, then fill the pot with water and finally FMSC food. However, today the large pot at this
school cracked.
Smaller pots were gathered, and the cooking process
started all over again. What that meant was that the
hungry children would not eat at noon. Instead, they
would eat at 4:00 p.m. No one left. They waited (all
2,218 children) – empty bowl in hand – for four hours.
But at the end of the long wait, their tummies were full.
Praise God for our partners who do everything they
possibly can to feed God’s children. Even when that
means going to Plan B or C. Even when that means
starting over so no child goes home hungry.
God bless you for the work you do every day. I thank
God for each of you. Peace, Mark
PS – FMSC will help pay to repair the cracked pot. It
will be $150 (600,000 shillings) well spent.”

Save the date!
The 2019 Feed the Need Mobilepack is
February 16-17, at North Central College.
The goal is to pack 1.2 million meals.

Center for Christian Education Update
Written by Bohdan Hroboň, President of CCE
Dear Friends,
As the weather becomes cooler and summer turns
into fall, we look forward to a new school year here at
the Center for Christian Education (CCE). However,
before we look ahead, we wanted to take just a
moment to look back at the summer and savor all that
happened one more time.
In June we celebrated our 20th year of ministry here in
Martin, as well as our “First Harvest”: the class of
2018, our first-ever graduates. Many dignitaries from
throughout Slovakia, media outlets, hundreds of
community members, and around 150 US friends
joined us for three days of programs, performances,
reminiscing, and, of course, great food. Not only was
this a chance to celebrate; it was also an opportunity
to share with our countryman about God’s faithfulness
in this place. They clearly saw that something special
is happening here and that God has His hand in it. It
was definitely the highlight of our year. Besides
celebrating big, we were also serving big in June and
July. Children from our Lutheran Academy attended
Vacation Bible School for Preschool (70 kids),
American week for 1st and 2nd grade of Elementary
School (120 kids),
All this would not happen without dozens of American
and Slovak volunteers who freely contributed their
time, talents, finances, and great energy so that our
children and adults experience the love of Christ.
Many thanks, and please come again! Above all,
thanks and praises to our God for the freedom and the
opportunity to do this exciting ministry.
After such busy but exciting time, two families from
CCE (the Mineks and the Froľos) had a chance to
spend six-week summer sabbatical in the USA
organized by our partner institutions. It was not only
time for their spiritual recharge but also a great
opportunity for personal visits with our supporters,
especially those who have never been in Martin. We
would like continue on these visits to support our staff
and teachers in their important ministry.
On September 3, we started the new school year. It is
a special one because, for the first time in our CCE’s
history, no new programs or new grades were added.
That is actually great news, as we expect less stress
and can focus more on the quality of the education our
741 students receive. Knowing that a school is only as

good as its teachers, we want to
address their specific issues,
resourcing them with all they
need to offer the best possible
education. We also welcome a
number of new colleagues this
school year, including our new
US teacher Kierra Blackstad. Our old-timer Adrian
Kacian, who has been an integral part of the ministry
since the very beginning, now joins our staff full-time
as he leaves his position at the University of
Žilina. Having more of him is definitely good for us.
Overall, this looks like another productive year in CCE.
One of the things that sets us apart from other schools
is our desire to have an impact on the character and
spiritual growth of our students. With that in mind, our
theme for this year will be “The Visible Word”, the
Word that was in the beginning, was and is God, and
through Him all things were made (cmp. John 1:1-3).
We’ll continually be challenging ourselves and our
students to answer this question: How do we make
this Word visible to the world around us? Our hope is
to be more intentionally focused on what we believe
and how we communicate it. We would be grateful for
your prayers for our students and staff – that God
would do all He needs to do in each of us, so He can
do all He wants to do through each of us.
Of course, there still are real and true financial needs
in the months ahead: two new classrooms are a must
by next September, a gym and the rooms to offer art,
music, and sports to enhance the quality education,
the continued repayment of our loan. But, as
evidenced by our celebration of this last summer, we
know we can trust God to provide all we need to
continue His work here in Martin. We’re grateful to
each one of you for your continued support; through
your prayers, your financial giving, your visits to our
school, your supportive notes and emails. All of these
encourage us to trust God for His provision and His
ability to meet all of our needs - at just the right time.
In Christ, Bohdan

God’s work. Our hands.
Throughout the
year, we have
a dedicated
It was an amazing weekend, and our entire church
group of
community participated in service together via Baby
Care. Baby Care is a global and local mission of Our volunteers who
wash, alter
Saviour’s that serves the youngest in need by
collecting and distributing gently used clothing to under onesies, make
blankets, and
-resourced babies. The weekend represented an
sort through
entire year of effort in donating time, treasures, and
lots of clothing—they are amazing! One of the unique
talents. Together we made 1,092 baby care kits that
will be globally distributed by Lutheran World Relief in aspects of Baby Care is that volunteers of all ages and
partnership with other humanitarian agencies. Often, abilities can do these tasks and spend time together
sharing a common love of babies. We saw many Kids
the kits are used for refugee babies. LWR also uses
Give Back campers who returned to be part of the
the kits as part of health care initiatives to promote
prenatal health and to reduce infant mortality in under- Baby Care Kits Assembly. Our thanks to friends of
Baby Care who used Thrivent Action Teams and
resourced communities. We are tracking our kits to
matching employer donation funds to buy some of our
see where they go.
4,000 new diapers! A special thanks to the community
We received many comments about the fun variety of of five o’clock worship who folded over 400 diapers so
quickly! Those diapers were used at kit assemblies
clothing we have for our Baby Care Kit Assembly
Party. During the year we received donations from the during all the Sunday worship hours.
Children’s Center, DuPage Area Moms, Highland
During the past year, we distributed over 3,000 baby
School Clothing Exchange, Bugaboo Children’s
Consignment, Rhea Lana’s, Second Chance Resale, items to agencies within DuPage and Cook Counties
(e.g., Sharing Connections, Family Shelter Services,
Mega Garage Sale, and the Naperville community
refugee families with World Relief). If you are
families. We also appreciate the financial support
interested in learning more about Baby Care or want to
provided via the Mother’s Day gift offering. We are
share a meaningful mission experience with your
grateful for our partnership with Naperville Financial
children or grandchildren, stay tuned for more Baby
Consultants, Thrivent Financial, and we enjoyed
Care mission opportunities throughout the year! And,
making kits along with our favorite Thrivent,
representatives, Jon Theeke and Vic Hildebrand. We follow us on facebook (Baby Care) or contact us at
babycare@oursaviours.com.
enjoyed hospitality provided by Small Cakes and Big

Written by Jennifer Schuler

Apple Bagel. We thank Jon Neustadt of Neuco, Inc.,
who provided our shipping boxes, especially when we
asked for more boxes because we made more kits
than anticipated. Thanks to the F3 team and families,
and Celebration teams for helping load, unload, move,
organize, arrange, assemble, and transport boxes!

Together, we work for a just world
in which all are fed.

Experience the Holy Land!
Written by Dave Mevis

Explore the Holy Land with Dave Mevis and his father Rev. Duane Mevis, March 4-13, 2019
My father, Duane Mevis, has led seven previous trips to the Holy Land, as well as numerous other trips
around the country and world. I, Dave Mevis, have led seven trips to Haiti, as well as numerous other trips
around the country. I guess you could say we both like to travel and have something of a knack for leading
group trips. And yet, despite all our travels, we have never traveled to the Holy Land together, until now! I am
so excited to announce that from March 4-13, 2019, my dad and I will be co-leading a trip to the Holy Land
through the unparalleled church tour travel company, Educational Opportunities.
Why the Holy Land? Well, in my dad’s words: “I initially resisted going to the Holy Land, believing I could
imagine it without having to actually be there and see it. The Holy Land is sometimes referred to as the 5th
Gospel -- a truism that was impressed upon me on my very first visit. As we landed in Tel Aviv and boarded a
bus for Jerusalem, our tour guide read from the Psalms about rising up and going to Jerusalem. Just then our
bus down-shifted to make our ascent to the Holy City. I will never again go ‘up to Jerusalem’ or ‘down to
Jericho’ in the same way.”
This tour will have us see and experience the places where Jesus was born, baptized and taught, and was
crucified, buried and resurrected. We will visit Bethlehem and Nazareth; visit the Sea of Galilee by boat and
imagine what it must have been like for the disciples to see Jesus walk towards their boat, calm the storm, and
invite Peter to walk out and join him; Caesarea Philippi where Peter told Jesus, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the Living God;” the Jordan River, Jericho, the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane, the
Upper Room, and much more.
I believe traveling is of critical importance in helping us to understand the world and ultimately ourselves.
Travel opens our minds and hearts in ways simply not possible at home. I believe this trip will be nothing short
of mind-blowing in its capacity to deepen relationships and foster spiritual growth. But for me, the key is the
opportunity to share this experience with a group of fellow Christians from Our Saviour’s. I believe this may be
a once in a lifetime opportunity and I hope you will consider joining us.
We are holding an informational meeting on Wednesday, October 10, 2018, from 7:00-8:00 PM in the
Fellowship Center at Our Saviour’s. You will meet me and my dad at this informal session and enjoy a light
Middle-Eastern dessert. We will show a short video and have brochures and more trip information available
that night. There will be plenty of time for questions and answers. Call me at 630-441-6453 or e-mail at
dmevis@gmail.com with any questions or to let me know you’ll be there! (RSVP not required!)

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s Work, Our Hands.
June 20, 2018

Dear Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church,

At the recent Metropolitan Chicago synod assembly, we celebrated your generosity in not only meeting, but
exceeding the challenge to raise one million dollars for ELCA World Hunger. Thank you for praying,
discerning, and telling others about what ELCA World Hunger is doing in your communities and around the
world. Thank you for being God’s hands and feet in the world by giving so compassionately to the signature
ministry of the ELCA.

However, ELCA World Hunger will not stop until all are fed, and we invite you to do the same. You can keep
the momentum going by participating in ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge. This challenge is a
year-long, youth-led initiative to raise over $1 million to support small-scale farmers – many of whom go
hungry at the expense of others being fed. Find out more at www.elca.org/globalfarmchallenge. Additionally,
stay in the know with all ELCA World Hunger is doing by liking us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
ELCAworldhunger), following us on Twitter and Instagram (@ELCAWorldHunger), or utilizing one of the many
ELCA World Hunger resources in the classroom, home, or congregation (www.elca.org/resources/ELCAWorld-Hunger).

Again, we thank you for your support and what you have made possible for so many people here and around
the world. Please follow this link to find a video that further expresses our gratitude to you: http://bit.ly/
thankyoumetrochicago. Your challenge dollars support nearly 600 projects that are getting to the root causes
of hunger in communities in your backyard and in almost 60 countries across the world. Thank you for
responding to the word of God in Isaiah 58: “if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday” (Isaiah 58:10 NRSV).
God’s blessings to you as you work in your own communities to create sustainable change, and may we all
continue to work as church together until all are fed.

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Robin K. Brown
Associate Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal

Thanks to your generous donations, Our Saviour’s donated $14,000
to the Million Dollar ELCA World Hunger Challenge

Additional Ways to Give Back to Our Saviour’s
Amazon Smile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you. Over the last several years, as we approach the
holidays, more and more people seem to shop online, and so
while doing that, why not give to your church while doing so?
It’s a win win for all! When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you'll find the same convenient shopping experience at
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to Our Saviour’s Lutheran church.
This can be done with year-round Amazon Shopping, not just
at the holidays!

#GivingTuesday
This year, Our Saviour’s is dedicating Samaracare as the
designated recipient for this year's campaign. Watch for more
information. Here’s a little history on #GivingTuesday:
It seems like the major holiday season begins earlier and earlier every year? Thankfully, charitable giving rises
alongside the holiday spirit. In fact, more charitable donations are made at the end of the year than any other
time. One way to kickstart the season of giving is by participating in #GivingTuesday. This annual
“International Day of Giving” event takes place on the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving and has helped to
amplify year-end fundraising efforts for nonprofits and charitable causes since 2012. Last year,
#GivingTuesday saw a significant increase in donations, growing from $177 million in online donations in 2016
to a whopping $300 million in 2017–that’s a 69% increase! But the beginnings of this international day of giving
were quite humble. Just seven years ago, the 92 Street Y in NYC and the United Nations Foundation
considered how they could cut through all the noise of Black Friday and bring back the spirit of giving. What
started out as a simple idea quickly transformed into what is now #GivingTuesday. Whether you’ve
participated in #GivingTuesday before or are new to the game, this is a wonderful way to give back, through
social media and online fundraising.

Thrivent Choice® Dollars and Thrivent
Action Grants
Thrivent Choice Dollars – Are you a Thrivent member? You
may be eligible to allocate your Thrivent Choice® to Our Saviour’s as a charitable outreach, Check with your
Thrivent Representative or go online to thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-choice to
learn more, or contact Jennifer Sevatson at jennifersevatson@oursaviours.com.
Thrivent Action Grants – Are you a Thrivent member? You may be eligible for one or two $250 action grants
annually that can help Our Saviour’s missions and ministry efforts. For more information, check with your
Thrivent Representative, or go to thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams. If
you’d like to apply and need ideas, contact Debbie Montrose at Debbiemontrose@oursaviours.com
Thank you to Thrivent and all of our members for their Thrivent donations that help benefit the many
missions, ministries, and events, here at Our Saviour’s. Both of these benefits help us all to continue to do
God’s Work.

Prayers for Births and Deaths
We rejoice in new life, and celebrate for abundant
blessings with”
• We rejoice with Roger and Jane Kahle at the birth
of granddaughter, Katerina Esther.
• Frank and Kim Baleskie at the birth of
granddaughter, Bella Pearl.
• Bill and Anne Wentz at the birth of grandson,
Drew Alexander.
• Brad and Sara Creighton at the birth of daughter,
Riley Susan Lynn Creighton; grandparents are
Pastor Al and Lynn Creighton, and Susan Burns
and John Burns.
• Great grandparents, Ruth and Lou Deprin, on the
birth of great-grandson, Carter Richard Robinson.
• John Robert DeMarre, son of Kim and Jack
DeMarre, and grandson of Tony and Lorri Neeley.
• Sandy Henricks at the birth of granddaughter,
Addison Joan; parents are Ryan and Rachel
Henricks.
• Mallory and Adam Johnson at the birth of
daughter, Evelyn Mae; grandparents are Gail and
Greg Dolan and great grandmother is Kay
Giacomozzi.
• Erin Updegraff and Ryan Tracy at the birth of
daughter, Genevieve Ray; grandparents are Kris
Reentsjerna and John Updegraff.
• Jim and Lynn Panosh and family at the birth of
granddaughter, Abigail Rose; parents are Allison
and Rob Ridenour.
• Rick and Liz Hutchins and family at the birth of
grandson, Lucas Carl Hutchins; parents are Eric
and Julie Hutchins.
We lift up in Prayer:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Deb and Paul Gibertini and family, and Angie
Magnuson, at the death of mother/grandmother,
Clare Purnell.
Wes Pipal and family at the death of wife/mother/
grandmother, Vuriel Pipal
Family and friends of Char Linne at her death.
Neil and Janet Springer and families at the death
of his brother, Russ.
Family and friends of Millie Adams at her death.
Doris Denys and family at the death of her mother,
Dorothea Pauschke.
Family of Luann Gerth at the death of her mother,
Mary Gerth.
Family and friends of Lee Peterson at his death.
Ron Jepsen and family at the death of wife/
mother, Carolyn Jepsen.
Tim and Wendy Evans and family at the death of
his mother, Gloria Jean Evans.
Janet Loverde and family at the death of her
father, William McClowskey.
Family and friends of Jon Benton at his death.
George, Carol, Gary and Anne Pradel and families
at the death of their father/grandfather, A. George
Pradel.
Family and friends of Fern Schar at her death.
Marty Beirne and family at the death of his sister,
Joan Fosser.
Nancy Carlmark and family at the death of
husband/ father/ grandfather, Pastor Herb
Carlmark.
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How are you caring for others and helping them feel welcome and connected in our faith community?
How have you experienced being part of an authentic, caring faith community at Our Saviour’s?
Share your stories about how God is working in your life and the lives of others!
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