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Celebrating God’s Work. Our Hands Weekend! 

Worked together with Amazing Results. 



 
"God is our refuge and strength,  

a very present help in trouble." (Psalm 46:1) 
 

There are struggles in our lives.  Sometimes those struggles come in the form of a 

hurricane, or a flood, or a tornado.  Sometimes they come as sickness, for ourselves or a 

loved one.  Sometimes they come in the form of division, racism, and hatred.  Sometimes 

they come quietly, in our loneliness or despair. 

When we face struggles in our lives, we have the assurance that God is always with us.  As it says in     

Psalm 46:  "Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the 

heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult."  The 

struggles are real, but God's presence and love is even more real. 

It is good news to know that God is always with us, that nothing can separate us from God's love.  And it is 

helpful to hear how that love of God comes to us. 

First, from words later in Psalm 46:  "Be still and know that I am God."  When I am faced with life's struggles, 

it gives me great comfort to know that I am not in charge, but God is.  We can be sure, in the midst of our 

frailty, that God has power over the wind and waves, power over despair and hopelessness, power over 

sickness, and even power over death. 

Which leads to the second point.  We know God's love because of Jesus.  Jesus, who lived for us, and was 

even willing to die for us on the cross.  But that isn't the end of the story, because we have the wonderful 

good news of the Resurrection which shows, without a doubt, that God has power over all things, even death.  

And because Jesus lives, we have confidence that we, too, will live forever with the God who loves us more 

than we can ever imagine. 

Which leads to the third point.  As God has loved us, Jesus says, we also are to love one another.  Who is 

there in your life who is struggling right now?  Who is there who needs to see God's love through you?  How 

is it that you can reflect God's love in your life this week? 

God's love is an amazing gift, more powerful even than death.  As we have been loved, we are strengthened 

to love, in Jesus' name.  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Gerike 

 

 

 

"God is our refuge and strength,  

a very present help in trouble."  

(Psalm 46:1) 



News from Council 

How Council spent the summer… 

Can you believe Fall is here already?  I am filled with excitement for the launch of fall 

programs but at the same time sadly struck with the recognition that our summer season 

has ended. I am reminded of the grammar school writing exercise where we are asked to 

tell stories of how we spent our summer vacation. It is in that light that I update you on the 

workings of Council. 

It has been a busy, productive summer… 

Our challenge following the annual meeting was to evaluate “how” we take the next step in our framework to 

discern who it is God is “calling” us to be as a faith community. We are pleased with the foundation that has been 

laid for us with the data (the CAT survey, the demographic analysis, and the clarifications learned from you 

through the World Cafes).  We are thankful to Susan for her efforts in getting us to this point. Going forward, the 

Strategic Planning process will be guided by Dr. Jim Pence of Walkalong Consulting. Jim has a long history of 

working with the CAT and leading congregations in comprehensive strategic planning.  He comes highly 

recommended by Holy Cow! Consulting, (author of the CAT Study) and from the congregations he has served.  

Jim is suggesting we draw 18 to 20 volunteers from the community to help us with this task. This group will be 

known as the Planning Leadership Team (PLT). We will work as a group to consider what we have learned 

about ourselves from the data, review our mission statement, and to develop a vision statement – providing us a 

lens through which we can evaluate and understand everything we do together as a community. Given that 

framework, we will work in smaller groups to begin developing tactics and action plans for implementation.  

On the rental housing front, we charged our Properties Committee with the task of soliciting proposals from the 

brokerage community with the intent of (1) affirming the range of values within which we could expect the two 

homes to sell “as is” and (2) making a recommendation to Counsel, of the firm representing us in the market. Four 

(4) separate proposals were received from the residential brokerage community. Each firm was evaluated on a    

12-point weighted scale. The proposals were consistent in establishing a narrow range of values for the homes 

and affirming the preliminary values we presented at the annual meeting. It was expected that the homes would 

be on the market approximately 105 days before we could expect to close on the sale of these homes. 

Unexpectedly, during this process we received unsolicited purchase offers for the homes – one from our tenant 

and the other from an investor who works closely with one of the brokers submitting a proposal. The offers were 

evaluated against what we could expect to “net” from a sale if we went to market. The Properties Committee 

recommended we move forward with these offers. Terms were firmed up and we closed on both rental properties. 

Closings are projected to occur before the end of the year. 

Finally, as you are perhaps aware, the first step in the capital repair program (replacing the HVAC system serving 

the sanctuary at the Our Saviour’s Campus) is complete. Thanks to the Properties Committee for bringing this 

project in “on time” and “on budget.”  Next in line is an evaluation of the roofing systems and the bell tower.  It’s 

been a busy productive summer...all in preparation for the launch of the new church year together. 



 Response 

to Harvey - 

HoUSton  
 
Written by Pastor 
Brian Wise 

 
When I turned 18 years old, I 

responded to my adult 

independence by moving out of my 

parents house less than a week 

after graduating high school. This 

was not because of some rift in my 

family but because I have always 

been an independent person from a 

young age and I was in search of a 

new place to call home.  

When it came time for Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, or any break from school 

at Valparaiso University, I always 

had the option to return home to my 

mom and dad in Ohio, but often I 

found myself traveling down to 

Houston Texas, to see my adopted 

family (I was not adopted but these 

are close family friends) Herb and 

Kathy Palmer, and their family.  

Houston became a second home for 

me. I lived with Herb and Kathy for 

many summers, I worked as a 

Youth and Family Intern at Herb’s 

church in Bellaire TX, I became a 

chaplain in the amazing hospital 

systems in Houston, and I often 

found myself retreating to this place 

(Houston) that always welcomed 

and loved me.  

I, like many Americans, have been 

shocked by the stats around 

formerly Hurricane Harvey that has 

taken a toll on Houston and the 

surrounding area. Here are just 

some stats:  

 

 27 Trillion. This is the estimated 

number of gallons of rain water 

dumped over Texas and Louisiana 

in less than a week. That is 

enough to fill the Houston 

Astrodome 85,000 times.  

 51.88 - This is the number of 

inches of rainfall measured in 

some areas of TX. In comparison, 

Hurricane Katrina averaged 17 

inches and Superstorm Sandy left 

behind 7 inches.  

 Lake Michigan - Texas and 

Louisiana flooding has now 

reached around the size of Lake 

Michigan. And that’s not an 

exaggeration. 

 34,575 - This is the number of 

people forced out of their homes 

and currently sleeping on cots in 

shelters. At one point in time, 

more than 10,000 people were 

living at the convention center in 

Downtown Houston, the Red 

Cross had planned for 5,000. 

 30,000-40,000 - This is the 

estimated number of homes that 

have been destroyed due to the 

impact of Harvey. The full number 

of homes destroyed and damaged 

is still unknown and could take 

until October to get the full picture. 

In the end, over 100,000 homes 

will be affected by Harvey and the 

subsequent flooding.  

 1 Million - This is the estimated 

number of cars that were 

damaged in flooding cause by 

Harvey, many beyond repair.  

 60…and counting - As of the time 

that I am writing these stats, at 

least 60 people have died 

because of this storm.  

I am thankful to share that my Texas 

family is safe and their homes were 

not badly 

damaged. 

That the 

churches 

that I have 

been 

connected 

with and the 

hospital 

systems that 

I care very deeply about, they will all 

recover. But I am still heart broken 

when I think of a place that I call 

“Home” and see so many people 

displaced, who’s homes were 

destroyed and wondering what they 

will do next.  

We have a phrase at Our Saviour’s, 

“We can’t spell Our Saviour’s 

without “U” in it”. And the same is 

true with Houston, “We can’t spell 

Houston without “Us”. So what can 

Our Saviour’s  do and how we stand 

by our neighbors in Texas who are 

homeless or otherwise affected by 

this disaster for years to come? 

Pray - We pray for the people who 

are affected by this storm. “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very 

present help in trouble” - Psalm 46:1  

We pray for the safety of first 

responders and those risking their 

lives to bring peace and hope to all. 

May we, the church, respond to their 

needs with acts of kindness and 

love.  

Give - All gifts to Lutheran Disaster 

Response, designated for 

“Hurricane Response - United 

States” will be used entirely (100 

percent) for this disaster until the 

response is complete. We are 

encouraging the Our Saviour’s 

family to send gifts directly to 

Lutheran Disaster Response so 

these funds can go to where it’s 

needed most.  



  Hold off on collecting items 

and sending them to Texas-With 

the floods blocking off streets, 

when warehouses are not 

available, they simply do not 

have places for these products 

to be housed. Texas is working 

on places to store items and 

distribute them, but it’s going to 

be awhile until that’s figured out. 

They will let us know once they 

have more information.  

 Wait - While our initial reaction 

is to pack a van full of people 

who can help volunteer with the 

clean up efforts, but a lot of 

voices are asking churches to 

wait until things are a little more 

organized in Texas. At the right 

time, we will evaluate if Our 

Saviour’s should send a team of 

people to Texas to help with the 

clean up, or if our presence is 

needed most through financial 

support. This will avoid having 

us being in the way or being 

counter productive to the greater 

recovery efforts. I am in the 

beginning stages of connecting 

with churches in Texas to hear 

their needs and will share more 

information with Our Saviour’s, 

once we know more.  

 

There were times in my life when I 

needed a home like Houston, and 

now we are in a time where 

Houston needs us. HoUSton needs 

our prayers, gifts, and our patience 

as we listen to how we can 

respond and be a presence for our 

neighbors. May they feel loved by 

our prayers and support, and may 

God bless them as they return 

home safely.  

 

 

But now thus says the Lord, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you; 

I have called you by name, you 

are mine. 

 

When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they 

shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you 

shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not 

consume you. 

– Isaiah 43:1-2 

 

We also lift up in prayer and 

support our brothers and sisters in 

Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and 

all those affected by hurricane, 

flood, and wildfires. Lutheran 

Disaster Response is working to 

provide relief and recovery. The 

process to help is the same for 

helping those in Houston. 

 

PADS thanks YOU! 

YOU made a difference…Thank 

YOU all so much for your help with 

PADS!  You helped provide 

hospitality to between 65 -100 

guests for nine Friday nights this 

summer!  YOU cooked, baked and 

served delicious dinners, desserts, 

breakfasts, and sack lunches. YOU  

provided dry and safe beds to 

sleep in. YOU were warm and 

offered a caring smile and a 

listening ear.  Our guests thanked 

us over and over again the last 

week of PADS.  YOU all made a 

difference, and we can’t thank you 

enough. Take a look at our PADS 

stats...it truly takes a village! 

 65-100 people for 9 weeks 

 $500 per week 

 9 Thrivent cards 

 300 volunteers 

We’d also like to thank our 

community partners who donated 

and gave in such generous ways, 

whether it was food, supplies, or  

gift cards 

 Casey’s Foods 

 Wagner’s Farm 

 Kronos Products 

 Bimbo Bakeries  

 Meijer 

 Butera Market 

 Garden Fresh Market 

 Cermak Fresh Market 

 Colonial Café 

 Costco Wholesale 

 Jewel-Osco 

 Rocco’s Pizza 

 Lou Malnati’s Pizza 

 Giordano’s Pizza 

 Braconi’s Pizza 

 Home Run Inn Pizza 

 Little Italian Pizza 

 Sanfratello’s 

 

 



Posted on 11/09/2017 by Juraj Borcovan                      

Center for Christian Ed Blog 

Twenty years ago, in a far-away land of Slovakia, a 

group of Americans showed up. It was a rare and not 

necessarily welcomed sight in what recently was a 

communist country, let alone in my hometown Martin.  

I felt some sympathy for these lost souls, because I  

had just returned from their part of the world with a 

positive experience and a peculiar dream. These 

tourists actually wanted to hear about it, so I did my 

best to describe how the abandoned car dealership 

behind my back would, in a few weeks, become the 

first Bible school in Slovakia. A man in a Chicago Bulls 

T-shirt raised a question: “There are no classrooms 

ready here. So where are you going to put those 

students?” By pointing out one of the obvious 

weaknesses of my grand plan, he quickly lost my 

fragile sympathy, and I just murmured back something 

about the need of a miracle. His friend noticed my 

disconcertment and, as a form of apology, he 

introduced that Bulls T-shirt guy as a man of business, 

who tended to ask logical questions. Only later I’ve 

learned that this man of business was actually a man 

of God whom God uses to make miracles happen. 

That day I also learned and will always treasure his 

name: Gene Ryan. And I still have and will always 

treasure that Bulls T-shirt of his. 

Gene became the Patron of our school, very close 

friend of my father, and like a father to me. He was 

involved in the many miracles that our school needed 

to become what it is now – the Center for Christian 

Education, where hundreds of Slovaks of all 

generations learn about, grow in, and experience the 

love of God on daily basis. His question about the lack 

of classrooms became stigmatic for every year of our 

existence, but he also taught us how to respond to it 

with bold “The LORD will provide.” And the LORD 

used His man Gene to donate, to fundraise, to 

encourage, to twist arms, to labor hard in many ways, 

so we always had just enough room to accommodate 

our rapidly growing student body. Gene’s last visit to 

Martin was two years ago. We were opening new 

classrooms in our most recent building and had a 

worship service to celebrate another schoolyear in our 

existence. The first line of his greeting was “I am 

seeing a miracle!” Make no mistake; he was not 

looking at the new walls, but at a large crowd of 

children who now have a place to hear and enjoy the 

good news of Jesus Christ. I was looking at Gene and 

recalled the words of our Master “Well done, good and 

faithful servant!” 

Gene was not only faithfully responding to God’s calls 

to missions, but he also used his talent to involve 

others in them. Starting from his family and church, 

across denominations and nations all the way to a 

complete stranger on a street, he was getting people 

excited about God’s work in an unknown corner of the 

world. It took a lot of effort, time, talks, travels, 

overcoming frustrations and disappointments, but it 

was definitely worthwhile: these people are now our 

dear friends and partners, Gene’s living legacy and 

Eulogy to Gene Ryan 

http://www.cce.sk/blog/?p=4679
http://www.cce.sk/blog/?author=2


 God’s living miracles. As a result, our corner of the 

world is a better place, and we are better people. 

When I asked Gene about the secret of his trade, his 

simple advice was: “Just keep telling the story.” 

Gene’s last present to our school was to 

commemorate the 10th anniversary of the death of his 

dear friend “Papa Hrobon” (as he called my father). 

He purchased a hand-made and almost life-size copy 

of Rembrandt’s painting “The Return of the Prodigal 

Son.” It is the first thing people see when they enter 

our main school building. 

 

 

This gift could not have been more symbolic. It 

beautifully represents what God is about: an 

unconditionally loving Father who welcomes us home 

with open arms. It also reminds us what our school 

should be about: a place to experience the love of 

God no matter who we are. For those of us who were 

blessed to know our Papa Hrobon and our dear 

“Geneko” (as we Slovaks called him), this painting will 

always remind us of what these men of God were 

about: earthly fathers representing and changing into 

the image of their Father in heaven. Now they are in 

His arms and will be missed here. Now it is up to us to 

be those fathers and mothers in God’s image to His 

lost children until we all meet again in His arms. We 

know we are not alone in this, we know it is worth it to 

live and to die for, and we know that it can be done 

because of the examples of men and women of God 

like Gene. Thank God for Gene Ryan!                                     

Bohdan Hrobon and all CCE staff 

 

 

The New School Year Begins at 

Celebration Children’s Center 

The thirteenth school year kicked off on Tuesday, 

September 5,  and we welcomed 270 children through 

our doors! Fall is such an exciting time in the school 

year as the preschool children make new friends, and 

parents also make new connections. We have many 

Fall plans for family fellowship opportunities including: 

Parent Coffees in The Open Door, Moms of Tots 

(MOTS) Group, Fall Dad’s 

Night, and Pumpkin Patch 

Chapel too! Connections 

are so important, and we 

are here not only to teach 

the children but also to 

serve the families and help 

them to Know Jesus and 

Make Jesus Known! God 

bless our new school year! 



 

The results are in, and it is a record-breaking success 

if measured by the funds being distributed to Our 

Saviour’s Mission and Ministries and community 

organizations. Congratulations and thanks are due to 

the hundreds of volunteers, thousands of donors and 

shoppers that make this incredible garage sale a     

win-win event.  

The list is long for volunteers to thank. First there were 

the 177 workers that recorded a total of 3,459 hours in 

the first two weeks of the sale, the equivalent of forty 

three full time employees. They are truly a loyal loving 

family devoted to each other and working together to 

help others. 

Thank you to new volunteers that came to help 

through an invitation offered by a veteran worker. 

Patty will be a grandma soon with the pending arrival 

of three children. She came to work her hours to take 

advantage of presale shopping. Dennis was just 

driving by and stopped in to help where needed. He 

became a very welcomed member of the team. 

Rhonda was helping a mission partner shop on 

Presale Day and asked if she could help Friday. She 

was an invaluable helper in the furniture sales tent. 

Kathy, newly retired teacher, put her organizational 

skills to use sorting and pricing thousands of seasonal 

items.   And they had some fun too.  

 

Due to unexpected cancellations by redistribution 

agencies, there were three extra days of delivery to 

new organizations. The steering committee is 

extremely grateful for those that answered the church 

Facebook plea to help out by moving heavy boxes 

and bags “one more time” when you thought you 

could finally rest and relax.    

Success is also measured in numbers and 

compliments from shoppers. “So well organized…My 

money stretches so far here…The quality is so good…

You have so many different departments...The 

unexpected treasures…” This year this included 

everything from an accordion to fur coats to a fishing 

boat, outboard motor with trailer. Sonny finally got the 

motor to work after removing a hidden bird’s nest. The 

overflowing furniture tent had at least a third of its 

donated goods outside and covered by tarps.  

And some shoppers stop by for the welcome and 

companionship offered on sale day. Dick Hansen 

looks forward to the sale to talk and tell his stories. He 

is a 94 year-old World War II vet who does a little light 

shopping too.  

Results from the 20th Annual Mega Garage Sale  



Thanks to our support 

teams: bakers, gardeners 

and grillers. Thrivent 

Financial grants helped 

offset expenses for 

publicity, supplies and 

hospitality. Boy Scout 

Troop 107 that meets at 

the church sent Scouts to 

help with “cashier to car” 

for shoppers and clean-

up. The sale uses 

seventeen different kinds 

of tape. At take- down time, Eileen was tasked with 

removing some of this tape from signs, walls, and 

floors. She made a souvenir ball of tape that certainly 

grew after lunch.   

Other measures of achievement are unsold goods 

donated to other organizations. The total this year is 

nearly $15,000 in merchandise given to groups like 

Sharing Connections and the Society of St. Vincent 

DePaul.  Missions and Ministries of Our Saviour’s 

“shop” before the sale and found items valued at just 

over $1000. For example, goods found new homes 

with the refugee mission and summer camps here, 

and will wind up in Baby Care kits.  

After expenses were paid and seed money set aside 

for next year’s sale, the MEGA Garage Sale will be 

disbursing $45,000 as follows: 

$4,500. Debt Free Campaign 

$6,500. Feed My Starving Children 

$5,900. Loaves and Fishes 

$2,000. Parish Nurse Fund 

$6,000. Good Samaritan Fund 

$1,000. Transitional Living 

$2,000. Refugees Fund 

$3,000. Vida Humana 

$1,500. Suicide Prevention 

$3,000. Ecumenical Day Care 

$3,000. Slovakia Mission 

$3,600. Bright Stars of Bethlehem  

$3,000. Holy Family 

 

The steering committee is already planning for the 

sale next year (June 8-9, 2018) with an emphasis on 

viability and sustainability past the twentieth annual 

MEGA Garage Sale. There is a need to interest and 

add new volunteers to the MEGA sal es force, as the 

core members are, as you might expect, aging.  The 

leadership feels that the sale has become an integral 

part of the Naperville community as well as to the 

church and its missions.  We hope this success story 

is compelling enough to garner continued support 

from the congregation and beyond.  

 



Written by Cheryl Hayes, Communications Ministry 

Team 

Born in Ottawa, Illinois, he’s classically trained, once 

had the great pleasure to see Luciano Pavarotti 

perform with Kiri Te Kawana at Carnegie Hall, prefers 

piano over organ, loves a great cinematic story, limits 

his carbs, is painfully shy and he did not, repeat; did 

not want to submit to this interview. 

Meet John Beed.    

A great and mighty blessing to Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church. 

Here’s what I want you to know about John:  He 

started in choral music in the 60’s. In the 70’s, John 

was a railroad locomotive engineer hauling coal in 

Wyoming.  In the 80’s, he worked for the old AT&T 

and in the 90’s, the Chicago Symphony Choir.  How’s 

that for diverse?  

  

One year, Our Saviour’s was contacted by the 

Marklund community announcing that they would like 

to attend the Celebration Clinic.  They wouldn’t be 

needing any medical services but would like to 

partake in something to feed their spirit.  I reached out 

to John, who put together the most beautiful mini-

concert just for this group.  He will admit to you that 

he’s not so great at turning pages and since he wasn’t 

certain that he would have a page-turner; he taped all 

the sheets together so he would give the gift of an 

uninterrupted performance.  It was indeed a moving 

experience.  Some of the music so moved the guests 

from Marklund they rocked in their chairs and some 

were excited to shout with joy! 

He works very seriously with his instruments; the 

piano and his voice.  He’s best described as a 

Baritenor; a portmanteau (blend) of the words 

"baritone" and "tenor.”  We as a congregation most 

often see him at the piano (especially on Saturday 

nights) but, his first and true love is the voice.  He 

offered these words: 

“I love the idea of people voluntarily sublimating 

private agendas and, instead, pursuing common goals 

--of integrating what the 

individual does (musically) 

with what one's neighbor 

does.  I'm so inspired when 

people voluntarily do things 

TOGETHER--phrasing, 

matching vowels, making 

one's voice compatible with 

the rest of the group, 

executing attacks and 

releases together, listening in a specialized and more 

detailed manner (and modifying one's utterances 

accordingly) etc..   To me, TOGETHERNESS is what 

choral music is all about.  Community.”   

Isn’t that beautiful?  Community through the voice.  

The men’s chorale meets for rehearsals on Thursdays 

from 6:30 – 7:30 pm and in the sanctuary from 7:30 – 

9 00 pm.  What would please John the most is to see 

the choir continue to collaborate and grow now and  

60 years from now.   

Thanks for sharing your gifts and your story, John 

Beed!  

 

Top Photo taken by Alyssa Whitman, student of Fine Arts 

Camp this past summer. 

Bottom photo taken by Cheryl Hayes; Pictured left to right 

are Matthew Felbein. John Beed  and Cameron Hayes. 

 

“Meet John Beed”  



Summer Volunteering  
Written by Matthew Felbein 

 

At Our Saviour’s, there are so many great ways to 

volunteer and be a part the church, community, and 

world. I have been fortunate enough to be able to 

participate in so many of these at Our Saviour’s. From 

fine arts camp, to VBS, to Feed My Starving Children, 

to Baby Care Kits, to the Crop Walk, I have really 

enjoyed getting to be a part of my church since our 

family became members a couple of years ago.  

As a kid, I always used to attend Vacation Bible 

School at Our Saviour’s, and I always looked up to the 

Crew Leaders and Assistant Crew Leaders. I had 

such a great experience when I was little, and I 

wanted to make a fun experience for more kids by 

helping as their Crew Leader. It is amazing to see 

how much God moves through them. Not only was I 

able to help them understand God’s love, but they 

showed it to me in ways I never thought they would. 

Fine Arts Camp is a relatively new program that Our 

Saviour’s offers, so I wasn’t able to do that when I 

was young. Despite that, volunteering was super fun. I 

think I had more fun than some of the kids who were 

doing it! I got to help them paint, draw, dance, cook, 

and act. I am very interested in fine arts and music, so 

this was an awesome experience. I could tell that all 

the kids had a lot of fun. It filled me with joy just to 

hear their laughter and see their smiles.  

If you have ever had the opportunity to pack meals for 

an hour, you know how fun it is. At first, you might 

think, “I am just going to be standing there and 

weighing bags or measuring ingredients,” but there is 

so much more to it. At Feed My Starving Children, you 

can feel God’s presence moving through the huge 

field house at North Central College. Upbeat music is 

playing, and everyone is smiling. There are so many 

awesome people to meet.   

If you are someone who has been wanting to get 

more involved in our church and showing Christ’s love 

in the world, do it! You don’t want to miss incredible 

volunteer events that Our Saviour’s is a part of all 

year long. I encourage you to try something, whether 

it’s local, like assembling Baby Care Kits on a few 

Sundays, or whether it is going on a mission trip. 

Because no matter how small you think what you are 

doing is, it can mean something huge to someone 

who is on the receiving end. 

Lovin’ Summer at Our 

Saviour’s 

Written by Andrew Felbein 

School’s out! Go to bed late; wake up late. 

Summertime is here! This not only means it’s time to 

relax, but it also means the many summer fun 

volunteering opportunities here at church are just 

around the corner.  

For the past several summers I have volunteered for 

two of the camps that Our Saviour’s offers to pre-

school and elementary age kids – four years at 

Vacation Bible School and the last two years at Fine 

Arts Camp. I have loved volunteering at both; they are 

a blast! 

Both activities are such great opportunities to build 

meaningful relationships with kids. Every day they get 

more comfortable with their leaders and truly look 

forward to coming back the next day. This makes VBS 

and Fine Arts Camp a great experience for me, and I 

look forward to it every year.  

Another great thing about the two camps are the 

people who lead them. They create a safe 

environment for us and the kids who are participating. 

They also provide good training for us, so we know 

how to handle situations that may come up. They are 

so nice and understanding of our crazy lives and 

know how to take our help and use us the best way 

for the good of the program and the benefit of the 

kids. 

Our goal is to help the kids understand more about 

God and His creation while having fun. At VBS we 

learn Bible stories and have a daily theme about how 

amazing God is. At Fine Arts Camp, we talk about the 

abilities that God gives us to create things or to 

entertain others.  

Summers are hectic and so is camp, but I look 

forward to spending ten mornings of my summer 

helping with these events. In the end, I feel that we 

have a great experience with the kids and get so 

much out of our time with the them. The kids have a 

great time, as I did. We’re all a bit sorry to see the 

week come to an end.  This is why I love volunteering 

for the two camps and how meaningful they are for all 

involved. Maybe we can work together at one of the 

camps next summer! 



Celebrating 30 Years of 

Mentoring Youth 
Written By: Allison Tupek, Communications Ministry 
 
"The heart of mentoring: Getting the most out of 
life isn't about how much you keep for yourself, 
but how much you pour into others."                       
- David Stoddard  
 

Marty Beirne has lived out the meaning of this quote 

and exemplified the values necessary to be an 

inspirational and meaningful mentor. One of the 

reasons he has impacted so many is because he has 

been doing it for a great length of time - nearly 30 

years! He actually began mentoring at Our Saviour's 

in 1976 but only mentored for a year because his first 

son was born in 1977. He resumed mentoring in 1988 

(when his first son started the youth program) and 

hasn't stopped working with the youth since then! 

Throughout his years as a youth mentor, he has seen 

many changes. The program format changed from a 

Thursday program called Logos, to Wednesday 

evening dinners. Eventually, in the early 2000’s, it 

switched to Sunday evening with a consistent lesson/

curriculum being presented, and this is when the idea 

of the small group started. In the past, there was two 

people sharing the role; one person with the junior 

high kids, the other person with the senior high. One 

thing, however, that hasn’t changed is that the mission 

of the youth program has always stayed consistent. 

Also, the best part about mentoring is that the need to 

assist kids in their faith formation has remained the 

same! 

“I have continued to mentor for so many years 

because I believe in the ministry of helping high 

school kids maintain their faith path in a safe, 

supportive, non-judgmental, and engaging 

environment. In addition, I have been blessed with 

exemplary mentoring partners throughout this 

experience,” states Marty. Some of his favorite 

memories as a mentor are participating in faith-based 

discussions and helping kids learn how the lessons 

can be applied to their lives as teens in a socially and 

academically competitive environment. (He has been 

privileged to accompany kids on mission trips and 

experience the kids’ faith grow, change, and deepen. 

He has had the pleasure 

of watching his own son, 

Dan Beirne, prosper as 

Our Saviour’s Youth 

Director as well. His 

favorite part remains his 

connection with his 

mentoring partner and 

interacting with the kids 

in Ignition each Sunday evening. 

Marty’s advice to people that are considering 

becoming a mentor is simple: “With any new mentor, I 

would ask that that person explore their own personal, 

faith-based reasons for joining the team. Ask 

questions, engage in dialogue with your team, and 

seek to know all of the kids. I would ask the new 

mentor to be sure their own family/support system will 

be okay with the new mentor spending the time at 

church on a weekly basis, and even going on trips.” 

Marty thoughtfully adds, “I want to do a better job of 

reaching out to ALL the kids in the program, and not 

just the kids in my small group.”  

“The role of a mentor is an awesome responsibility 

that can be life-enriching and life-changing,” says 

Marty. He has taken his own words of wisdom and 

utilized them in his own life. Marty’s work as a mentor 

truly hasn’t gone unnoticed. He has impacted a legacy 

of students that have participated in the youth 

program. Several of the kids who previously 

completed Ignition have gone on to become mentors 

because of him. The time and care he has dedicated 

to being a mentor to Our Saviour’s youth is an 

amazing example of what it means to “Know Jesus 

and Make Jesus Known.” 

We’ve asked a few of Marty’s students to share their 

thoughts and they were happy to share their times 

and favorite memories of Marty… 

When trying to think about what to choose for my 

favorite memory of Marty, the only stories that came to 

mind were all centered around the slopes!  When I 

was a Freshman and went on my first ski trip.  I had 

only been skiing once before, and on this particular 

trip decided that I was going to go all out and run the 

Nastar races.  On the third gate, I caught a ski and 

went down hard! I think the only thing going through 

Marty's mind at that time was how he was going to tell 



my parents that I had to go to the hospital or worse, 

that they thought I had died on the hill.  Luckily as I am 

writing this, I did not perish but instead have enjoyed all 

the ski trips that we have co-mentored all these 

years.  I will never forget our mountain top 

experiences.~ BJ Okel 

 

 

 

 

 

Marty...I am so thankful I had you as a mentor in high 

school! You always seemed to genuinely be interested 

in how we were doing and always willing to listen to 

whatever was going on in our lives! Some of my 

fondest memories from high school are from youth 

group, and a large part of that is for amazing mentors 

like you! It is pretty impressive that you have dedicated, 

helped, and guided 30 years worth of teens at 

church!  (Not to mention the thousands through your 

counseling work too!!) I always enjoy seeing you at 

church when I visit and hope to see you again soon to 

say "thank you" in person!  God's blessings always!     

~ Erin (Votava) Engfehr  

 

One memory that really stands out to me when thinking 

about Marty was my first trip to Haiti in 2014. After the 

first day at Good Shepard Orphanage, I was just 

completely overwhelmed. I had so many feelings that I 

did not know how to express.  When we were leaving 

the orphanage, Marty looked at me and asked me how 

I was doing. I said “well,” and we continued on. 

However, Marty knew there was more. When returning 

to where we were staying, Marty expressed this 

knowledge. He pulled me aside and just let me sob to 

him while he held me in his arms. He knew how I was 

feeling without even having to explain. Marty has 

always been a source of comfort.  A few days later on 

this trip I cut my toe open, and of course Marty came to 

the rescue! He helped calm me while fixing my toe. 

These two short examples just show a few of the 

incredible roles that Marty has played in my life, and 

many others. Marty has become a role model, a friend, 

a brother in Christ, a motivator to me, and so much 

more. Marty is everything that I hope to be when I am 

older. I am so grateful to have Marty in my life. He has 

truly helped me find Christ. Thank you, Marty, for your 

endless service to others and continuously serving with 

a servant-heart. ~ Madison Conroy 

I have been fortunate enough to know Marty Beirne for 

nearly 20 years. Growing up in the youth program, 

Marty was a constant rock that was present throughout 

my four years. He helped to teach me how to maneuver 

my way through life by keeping God and my faith as the 

focus in all I do. He showed me how to use the gifts 

that God has given me to serve others. And now, 

raising a family of my own, he has shown me how to 

pass those same values onto my kids. I am thankful to 

have spent so much time with him and I can only 

imagine that each student and adult who had been a 

part of the church youth program has felt the same!    

 

One of my favorite memories with Marty Beirne was 

while mentoring one of the Haiti trips with him. After 

one of the long, hot days of working to build the school, 

we were given *the most refreshing* bottle of Coca 

Cola I have ever tasted. Marty and I sat next to each 

other and got to watch the students from church and 

the kids from Haiti playing together. I remember       

"cheers-ing" with him to a successful first trip to Haiti 

and knowing that this trip would change the lives of 

everyone involved. It was a rewarding moment that I 

will never forget!  ~ Jenny (Burns) Nulicek 

Continued on next page 



 

Marty...I cannot believe you have been mentoring for 

30 years now. I’m not really surprised that it has been 

that long though, you have such a passion for 

mentoring others. Your passion for helping others is 

what I admire most in you. You always are putting 

others before yourself. Your big smile and warm hugs, 

are always one of my favorite things about coming 

home. They bring me such comfort and always seem 

to make me forget about everything that might be 

weighing on my mind. 

My favorite memory with you has to be going to Haiti. 

If you hadn’t been on every one of the trips I went on, I 

may not have enjoyed them as much as I did. Your 

passion for others and adventure is what made them 

so enjoyable. You always made sure to work hard, no 

matter how hot and humid it was. I love how you were 

always trying to learn French-Creole, so you could 

communicate with the Haitian people a little bit easier 

each year you went. You really helped me to open my 

eyes and see everything going on around me. I have 

grown to love Haiti so much, thank you for 

encouraging me to go on those trips. Every single one 

of those trips helps me realize how God touches 

people in different ways and it has helped to 

strengthen my faith. 

Even though I never had you officially as my Ignition 

mentor, you have always been there for me. Always 

asking how I am and helping me find ways to 

strengthen my faith. You have touch so many people 

over the past 30 years. You are a big reason why 

many people have enjoyed coming to church and 

being a part of Ignition. I know you will continue to 

touch the lives of those around you not only at Our 

Saviour's, but also all over the world. Thank you for 

being such an inspiration for us all and helping us to 

grown in our faith.  Blessings,  Alyssa Jepson  

I first met Marty halfway through high school. The 

Beirne family was hosting a cook out for Eagles Wings 

and Puppets Ministries at a family beach house in 

Hilton Head Island. I arrived late, after food was 

served. But Marty, showing his caring nature, 

immediately fired up the grill, insisting that no one was 

going without, and that he was happy to do it.  This 

was a fitting introduction to the man that is Marty 

Beirne. When fall rolled around after that summer tour, 

I found myself in a small group mentored by Marty and 

Sam Schnittker. Over the course of the next two years 

I grew immeasurably as a person, largely fostered by 

the kindness, care and empathetic ears of my 

mentors. The students in our group felt heard, 

understood and empowered. I felt so blessed in my 

experience in the youth program, that I started 

mentoring immediately after graduation. This of course 

brought me more opportunities to share time and 

perspectives with my friend Marty. Whether its a 

conversation in passing, or leading a small group, he 

never fails to put the focus on others. Always asking 

how someone is doing, or sharing a kind word. The 

emphasis is always on serving others. Thanks to 

Marty, Sunday evenings have been a beacon of peace 

and calm, during the formative years of so many. His 

compassion and devotion to the program has been an 

inspiration for students and his fellow mentors for each 

of his thirty years. Thank you Marty for your dedication 

to the youth of our Church. ~ Matt Cassity   

 

 

 



On my last day at Our Saviour’s, I was showered with so much love and endless 

well wishes; I have never felt so much love before. Hearing God’s call and 

accepting it is not always an easy one, especially when you have built a family of 

amazing kids that you love beyond belief. But I know in my heart that God has a 

plan for not only me and my new call at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in St Charles, 

but one of greatness for the Our Saviour’s youth program. Four and a half years ago, I jumped onto a bus full 

of 50 kids (or so) just days after being hired. Some called me crazy but I have been #crazyblessed since that 

day.  From all of the retreats and various events, to each Surge and Ignition… mission trips choir tours and 

Eagle’s Wings…to just sitting at Starbucks or in the youth room with “my kids” talking… it has all been so 

special to me.   

It’s hard to pick one favorite memory because they all mean so much, but I will say that one of my favorites 

was the time at the 8th Grade Confirmation Retreat when Pastor Brian convinced group of the kids that it was 

my birthday and they proceeded to get the whole lunch room to sing happy birthday to me. The whole day, 

everyone at the camp was telling me happy birthday. That year, an “un-birthday” tradition was born!  I will also 

never forget the year that I spent my birthday on an airplane flying over the ocean to Slovakia with 50 kids – 

that was the year that it stayed my birthday for a solid 50+ hours.  

Over the years, there have been many laughs, so many smiles, so many amazing memories.  Each of the 

528 kids that came into my life over the last four and  half years has left a mark on my heart and I am forever 

changed!  Thank you OSLC YOUTH for an amazing chapter. I cannot wait to take what I have learned with 

you all and grow a program like ours has grown.  You all are in my prayers during this transition.  I pray that 

you find a Youth Director who will carry the torch and continue to lead the youth of Our Saviour’s to be 

AMAZING young leaders in this world. I pray that they will know the love of the youth family and that they will 

feel as special as I feel right now. 

  

 

 

Thank you from Bobbi Cyr 



Check For Safety 
A Home Fall Prevention Checklist for Older Adults 

FALLS AT HOME 

“Making changes in our home to prevent falls is good 

for us and for our granddaughter when she comes to 

visit.” 

Each year, thousands of older Americans fall at home.  

Many of them are seriously injured, and some are 

disabled.  Annually, over 27,000 people aged 65 and 

older die, and nearly 2.8 million are treated in 

emergency departments because of falls. 

Falls are often due to hazards that are easy to 

overlook but easy to fix.  This checklist will help you 

find and fix those hazards in your home. 

The checklist asks about hazards found in each room 

of your home.  For each hazard, the checklist tells you 

how to fix the problem.  At the end of the checklist, 

you’ll find other tips for preventing falls. 

FLOORS:  Look at the floor in each room. 

“Last Saturday, our son helped us move our furniture.  

Now all the rooms have clear paths.” 

Q: When you walk through a room, do you have to 

walk around furniture? Ask someone to move 

the furniture, so your path is clear 

Q: Are there papers, books, towels, shoes, 

magazines, boxes, blankets, or other objects 

on the floor? Pick up things that are on the 

floor.  Always keep objects off the floor. 

Q: Do you have to walk over or around wires or 

cords (like lamp, telephone, or extension 

cords)?  Coil or tape cords and wires next to 

the wall so you can’t trip over them.  If needed, 

have an electrician put in another outlet. 

STAIRS AND STEPS:   

Look at the stairs you use, both inside and outside  

your home. 

Q: Are there papers, shoes, books, or other 

objects on the stairs? Pick up things on the 

stairs.  Always keep objects off stairs. 

Q: Are some steps broken or uneven? Fix loose 

or uneven steps. 

Q. Are you missing a light over the stairway? 

Have an electrician put in an overhead light at the 

top and bottom of the stairs. 

Q. Do you have only one light switch for your 

stairs (only at the top or at the bottom of the 

stairs)? Have an electrician put in a light 

switch at the top and bottom of the stairs.  You can 

get light switches which glow. 

Q: Has the stairway light bulb burned out? Have a 

friend or family member change the light bulb. 

Q: Is the carpet on the steps loose or torn? Make 

sure the carpet is firmly attached to every step, or 

removed the carpet and attach non-slip rubber 

treads to the stairs. 

Q. Are the handrails loose or broken?  Is there a 

handrail on only one side of the stairs?  Fix 

loose handrails or put in new ones.  Make sure 

handrails are on both sides of the stairs and are as 

long as the stairs. 

KITCHEN:   

Look at your kitchen and eating area. 

Q: Are the things you often use located on high 

shelves? Move items in your cabinets.  Keep 

things you use often on the lower shelves (about 

waist level). 

Q: Is your step stool unsteady? If you must use a 

step stool, get one with a bar to hold on to.  Never 

use a chair as a step stool. 

 

 



BATHROOMS:  Look at all your bathrooms. 

Q: Is the tub or shower floor slippery? Put a non-

slip rubber mat or self-stick strips on the floor of the 

tub or shower. 

Q:  Do you need some support when you get in 

and out of the tub or up from the toilet?  Have 

grab bars put in next to and inside the tub and next 

to the toilet. 

BEDROOMS:  Look at all your bedrooms. 

“I put a lamp on each side of my bed.  Now it’s easy to 

find the light if I wake up at night.” 

Q: Is the light near the bed hard to reach?   Place a 

lamp close to the bed where it’s easy to reach. 

Q: Is the path from your bed to the bathroom dark? 

Put in a night-light so you can see where you’re walk-

ing.  Some night-lights go on by themselves after dark. 

OTHER THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PREVENT 

FALLS  

Do exercises that improve your balance and make 

your legs stronger.  Exercise also helps you feel better 

and more confident. 

Have your doctor or pharmacist look at all the medi-

cines you take, even over-the-counter medicines.  

Some medicines can make you sleepy or dizzy. 

Have your eyes checked by an eye doctor at least 

once a year, and update your glasses. 

Get up slowly after you sit or lie down. 

Wear shoes both inside and outside the house.  Avoid 

going barefoot or wearing slippers. 

Improve the lighting in your home.  Put in brighter light 

bulbs.  Florescent bulbs are bright and cost less to 

use. 

It’s safest to have uniform lighting in a room.  Add 

lighting to dark areas.  Hang lightweight curtains or 

shades to reduce glare. 

Paint a contrasting color on the top edge of all steps 

so you can see the stairs better.  For example, use a 

light color paint on dark wood. 

OTHER SAFETY TIPS 

“I feel stronger and better about myself since I started 

taking Tai Chi.” 

Keep emergency numbers in large print near each 

phone. 

Put a phone near the floor in case you fall and can’t 

get up. 

Think about wearing an alarm device that will bring 

help in case you fall and can’t get up. 

 

 

For more information, contact: 

Centers for Disease control and Prevention, the        

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 

800-CDC-INFO (232-4636) 

www.cdc.gove/seadi 

 

This checklist was produced with support from the 

MetLife Foundation.  



Properties Committee Update! 

Over the last quarter, the Properties Committee has 

been making progress on some of our most critical 

issues.  

One of the most important, in case you had not 

noticed (and hopefully you may not have!), we 

experienced a successful installation of the new HVAC 

for the Sanctuary in August! The process took most of 

a week yet by the Friday of the week, we had cooling 

coming from the new unit. The install also included a 

humidifier (which was not a feature of the old unit). As 

part of the project, the supplier also installed a 

redesigned air return so that the organ was not 

exposed to dirt and grime as in the old system design.  

An engineering firm has also been contracted to 

perform an assessment of the multiple roof at Our 

Saviour’s Campus. As we all have experienced the 

many leaks, we know there are some issues. This 

assessment will be begun the next time we have a 

measurable rain! Once this assessment is completed, 

we also will contract for an assessment and evaluation 

of the bell tower.  

Next, enabled by the congregation vote in June, we 

have been managing the sale of the two rental 

properties the Church owns. We performed an 

evaluation of 5 different realtors with experience in the 

Highlands subdivision including several from our 

congregation. The strategy worked so well that it 

generated interest from several parties who submitted 

purchase offers even without needing to list them and 

engage a sales realtor. Both homes were under 

Church Council approved contracts within 3 weeks of 

starting the process. Both closings have been 

finalized. 

The next project will be the repair of the Education 

wing west wall. This was one of the projects budgeted 

for and discussed at the annual meeting.  

Keep watch as we continue our efforts to ensure an 

attractive, secure, safe environment for all! 

Property Committee Chairperson - Jim Harms 

 

 

News From Africa 

Post: Vida Humana and the Local Lutheran Church in 

Chimoio have housed a school of over 300 

Zimbabwean children who left their country because of 

poor living conditions. Not a single of the 12 teachers 

are paid as this is free to all children and most of the 

teachers have after school jobs. (They were all trained 

school teachers in Zimbabwe) These children cannot 

attend school in Mozambique as they do not speak 

Portuguese. Our Saviour’s is connected to a church in 

Mozambique that supports HIV and AIDS patients and 

one of their church’s missions is to host a school that 

opens their door to vulnerable children from 

Zimbabwe. Do you see what God is doing?!? 

Amazing! We receive God’s Love...we give God’s 

Love...We receive God’s Love...we give God’s Love! 

Post : What an awesome day! We started with worship 

with the Lutheran Church in Chimoio Mozambique, 

then Our Saviour’s 

gifted the community by 

feeding over 730 people 

with an amazing meal, 

and then we were gifted 

these bananas! They 

asked us to take them 

to Naperville, however, 

customs will not let us. 

So we have been gifting 

people of the streets of 

Chimoio with Random 

Acts of Bananas!  



 

Parish Nurse (Faith 

Community Nurse) 

Update 

Thirty-three years ago, the Parish 

Nurse Program was founded at 

Lutheran General Health Systems. 

Our Saviour's was the first church to 

start this partnership. In 1995 

Lutheran General became part of 

Advocate Health Care where the 

commitment to Parish Nursing, now 

known as Faith Community Nursing, 

has remained strong. 

 

Due to changes to healthcare 

funding at the state, federal and 

commercial payer levels, Advocate 

has made the difficult decision to no 

longer have the Faith Community 

Nursing program structure they have 

had for so long. Please be assured 

that Dawn DeBoer's role as Our 

Saviour's Faith Community Nurse is 

not changing and that Our Saviour's 

values this important role. The only 

difference is Our Saviour's 

partnership with Advocate is 

transforming. Dawn's position will 

transfer from being through 

Advocate to being a direct employee 

of Our Saviour's. If you have any 

questions regarding this changes, 

please feel free to contact Pastor 

Emily.  

Spending Time with 

God 

(As printed in Gather Magazine for 

Faith and Action, October 2017.) 

 

We asked Gather readers about the 

spiritual practices in their lives.  

Here are a few of the ways you 

make time for God. 

DAILY PRACTICE 

With constant distractions and ever-

busier lives, it can be hard to take 

time and really try to connect with 

God.  So how do we carve out a 

place for the Lord in our day-to-day 

lives? 

It can be as simple as meditation 

before bed or praying while you walk 

the dog.  You could start Bible 

journaling and really delve into what 

the Word says to you. But a daily 

practice will be best of all – 

something like a short mantra that 

you repeat throughout your day 

whenever it comes to mind.  Like, 

“Lord, I need you,” or “I believe.”  

Ingraining that deep bond in your 

heart and mind brings you into 

closer relationship with the Almighty, 

into communion with the love of 

God. 

It is something the soul longs for – 

crying out for it with a burning 

passion.  There is more, we feel.  

And we need it.  So let’s inject it into 

our every day. 

Alana Reed, youth director, St. 

Martin’s Lutheran Church, Austin, 

Texas 

 

 

Births and Deaths  

We celebrate: 

 the birth of Brae Lynn Mae 

Merdan, great-granddaughter of 

Ralph and Eleanor Meister; 

 the birth of Elizabeth Magnuson 

with her parents Adam and Angie 

Magnuson. 

 the birth of son, Luca to parents 

Nathan and Rebecca Lorance; 

grandfather is Jack Clayton. 

 the birth of their son, Niyam  

James to parents Aaron and Aditi 

Panosh; grandparents are Jim and 

Lynn Panosh. 

 the birth of Meredith Lauren 

Latawiec, daughter of Erin and 

Matt Latawiec;  grandparents are 

Les and Laurie May. 

We Lift up in Prayer: 

 Dennis Giroux at the death of his 

mother, Phyllis Giroux 

 Vicki and Greg Ahlstrom and 

family at the death of her mother, 

Geraldine DeBolt 

 The family and friends of 

Theodore E. Desch at his death.  

 Lisa and Tom Griffin and family at 

the death of her mother, Joanne 

Snyder 

 Nancy and Marty Rench at the 

death of her father, Earl Tatak. 

 Family and friends of Diane Blake 

at her death. 

 David and Cindy Novak and family 

at the death of his mother, Kathryn 

Novak. 

 Carolyn Ryan and family at the 

death of her husband, Gene Ryan. 
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How are you caring for others and helping them feel welcome and connected in our faith community?   

How have you experienced being part of an authentic, caring faith community at Our Saviour’s?   

Share your stories about how God is working in your life and the lives of others!   

All articles for the Fall Quarterly Connections are due by December 1,  2017.  

Please submit all articles and photos to Jean Jepson at jeanjepson@oursaviours.com 


