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This Quarter at Our Saviour’s 
We have had a busy quarter here at Our Saviour’s. We have worked to 

share the holiday spirit not only within our congregation but throughout 

the community. We have had the opportunity to walk alongside our 

mission partners, both locally and abroad, to help support them and 

make Jesus known.  

In this issue, we have so many exciting events and activities that our 

members were a part of and so many ways to continue to get involved 

and connected at Our Saviour’s. There is a place for you and your family 

at Our Saviour’s!  



 

Pastor John Gerike talks about loving one another: 

Every once in a while, I find and read a list of the “One Another” passages in 

the Bible.  And every once in a while, I share that concept with you.  The 

Greek word that we translate “one another” is used about 100 times in the 

New Testament.  Why is that significant?  Because it reminds us that God 

uses each of us.  Following Christ isn’t just receiving—although it is an 

amazing thing that we receive God’s grace and love.  Following Christ is also 

about reflecting that love to one another—family, church, community, world. 

About one-third of the “one-anothers” in the Bible tell us to love one another.  

As God loves you, love one another.  What is the greatest commandment?  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength, and 

love your neighbor as yourself. 

Many of the other two-thirds of the “one-anothers” tell us how to relate to 

each other.  Perhaps one way to look at these passages is that they teach us 

what it looks like to love one another. 

And one more I want to emphasize - “Pray for one another.”  As we pray for 

one another, God shapes us so that we aren’t always focused on ourselves 

but continuously are drawn beyond ourselves into a larger community of 

faith, into the world that God loves.  In this new year, may God teach us to 

love another, care for one another, and pray for one another.  Love as God 

has first loved you. 

“Following Christ isn’t just 

receiving– although it is an 

amazing thing that we receive 

God’s grace and love. Following 

Christ is also about reflecting 

that love to one another– family, 

church, community, world”  

-Pastor John 

What does it look like to 

love one another? 

• “Be at peace with one 

another”  Mark 9:50     

• “Accept one another”            

Romans 15:17 

• “Be kind, tender-hearted, 

and forgiving to one 

another”  Ephesians 4:32 

• “Serve one another”        

Galatians 6:2 

• “Do not judge one 

another” Romans 14:13 

• “Bear one another’s 

burdens” Galatians 6:2 

• “Be hospitable to one 

another”     1 Peter 4:9 

A Message from Pastor John 
Pastor John talks with us about the importance of loving one another and what 

that looks like in the world.  “Love one another” John 13:43 

Pastor John Gerike 

Patricia Minta shares about the important work of the Prayer Partners Ministry: 

As children of God, we have the privilege of being able to talk directly with our loving Father any time through prayer.  

It is a chance, every minute of every day, to talk to God, but also to listen.  A child asking for needs and desires, 

sharing joys and concerns, and feeling the comfort and reassurance of our loving parent.  It’s just like we have done 

with our own parents, or our own children have done with us so many times.  “Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12 

Prayer doesn’t have to be eloquent or rehearsed or rote, but it can be.  It can also be spontaneous, a shout of joy or a 

crying out in despair.  It can be done alone, with someone else, or as a group.  The Holy Spirit that lives in the heart 

of every believer leads the prayer.  “Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.  Stay alert and be persistent 

in your prayers for all believers everywhere.” Ephesians 6:18-19. God is always there to listen and He does hear our 

prayers.  “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 

us.” 1 John 5:14 

The Prayer Partners have no special training, simply a willingness to be there with someone who needs to feel the 

love and fellowship of another believer, lifting up their prayer with them.  Just like we all do when we are with a friend 

and that person needs prayer. Beginning in January, we will be praying over and burning the prayers from the prayer 

wall after a service, rotating service times each month.  We don’t read them, because God knows what is written 

there, but we pray and send them up as a fragrant offering to God. Please join us after your service if we are doing 

the Burning of the Prayers, it is a wonderful experience… a time of fellowship with each other and communion with 

God. 

Prayer Partners serve 
our congregation in 

several ways:  

• We are present at church 

services to pray with others 

• We pray over the 

confidential prayers that are 

placed in the prayer wall and 

burned after services 

• We pray over the prayer list 

that is sent out weekly from 

our church leadership 

Prayer Partners 
Prayer Partners is an important group within our Prayer Ministry at Our 

Saviour’s Church.  

“The Prayer Partners have no special training, simply a willingness to be 

there with someone who needs to feel the love and fellowship of another 

believer, lifting up their prayer with them.  Just like we all do when we are 

with a friend and that person needs prayer” -  Patricia Minta 

Prayer Partners prays over and burns the prayers from the prayer wall after a service, 

rotating service times each month.  We don’t read them, because God knows what is 

written there, but we pray and send them up as a fragrant offering to God. 



How to Get Involved: 

The vision of Loaves & Fishes Community Services is to end hunger and 

transform lives in our community. Services, such as grocery assistance and 

one-time emergency distribution, are in high demand within Naperville and 

DuPage County. Volunteer opportunities include donating and collecting 

products during Our Saviour’s drives and assisting at the Loaves & Fishes 

facility with distribution, sorting, stocking, food recovery, and home delivery. 

Our Saviour’s Leader:  Nancy Couch - ncouch11@gmail.com. 

More Information About 

Loaves & Fishes:  

• Loaves & Fishes 

Community Services is a 

registered 501(c)(3) 

organization that has served 

our community since 1984. 

•  Loaves & Fishes 

Community Services 

believes in the power of 

community to change lives. 

…that by working together 

we can accomplish great 

things. …that each person 

possesses inherent dignity. 

…in the nobility of the human 

spirit. …the opportunity to 

serve is a gift. …food is a 

right and not a privilege. 

• Residents of Naperville and 

DuPage County are able to 

visit for grocery assistance 

every 7 days 

• This year is the 35th 

Anniversary of Loaves & 

Fishes Community Services  

Loaves & Fishes 
Loaves & Fishes is both a mission and benevolent partner of Our Saviour’s 

Church.  

“Our goal is to provide people with the same quantity and quality of 

healthy food that others have access to.” – Loaves & Fishes CEO Mike 

Havala, as featured in Positively Naperville 

In November we delivered a check on behalf of our congregation to Loaves & Fishes 

for over $17,000! This gift is a combination of our congregation's annual gift, mega 

garage sale, and individual donors! We are also excited to share that it was matched 

Our Saviour’s Kids Volunteering  

As Lutherans, we are told we are both sinner and saint, 

both good and bad, with pure and impure motives; at 

times altruistic while other times selfish. It is a constant 

struggle, and no matter how hard we work, we always 

fall short of perfection. 

The good news is we are not called to be perfect. Rather 

we are called to be faithful. Luther’s foundational phrase 

that we are justified by faith is recognition that there is 

nothing we can do to be saved; if we are saved it is 

because of the grace of God who overlooks our transgressions. 

So where is the problem? Our challenge is in accepting that there is little we can do and trusting that 

God will meet us where we are. We like to be in control, to have an action plan. Accepting that 

something is outside our power and relying on the grace of God seems passive. 

The (presumed) model of Christianity is that you will work to build yourself up by constantly improving 

yourself to achieve a status that is acceptable to God. Good works designed to achieve an end. 

Striving to narrow the gap between you and God - forgetting that only God can close that gap. 

Luther’s model has us accept our limitations, invite and acknowledge God’s role in our life, and shift 

our focus from our needs to the needs of others.  

A benefit of going to church is that we get to hear the message from the Gospel and be reminded that God loves us for 

who we are, forgives us when we fall short and in so doing, sets us free to serve our neighbors and share God’s love in 

the world. A reason for attending frequently is repetition overcomes the caution we have in accepting love and 

forgiveness from others – even God; accepting that God is for us, walks with us, and will work through us.  

In spite of this premise (we’re not expected to be perfect), we keep looking for perfect role models, and they don’t exist. 

In the movie, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood”, Mr. Rogers as portrayed by Tom Hanks is asked if he is perfect, 

and his paraphrased response is it’s not about being perfect, having all the right answers, achieving a certain level of 

success. It’s about being present in the moment, caring for the people you are with, affirming they are unique, (no one 

else is quite like them), and loving  them just the way they are. 

When someone believes in you, forgives you and loves you, it changes you. Once you recognize how much you are 

loved by God, you can begin to accept yourself and others as children of God. 

Naperville made the national press late in the year centered around acts of racism. You may have seen an editorial 

written by a young woman of color who grew up in Naperville and whose family attended our church in the ‘70s. She 

called Our Saviour’s out for not being present in her moment and affirming her uniqueness in a way that would have 

helped her feel welcome in the community. As individuals, we are called to recognize God’s presence in our neighbors 

as fellow children of God. As a community, this may be a call for us to take steps to be the change we want to see in 

the community.   

It’s a new year – a new beginning. Accept God’s love. Reflect God’s love. 

Martin Luther’s Model 

• We are justified by faith, 

recognition that we are not 

saved by works but rather 

God’s grace which 

overlooks our 

transgressions     

• We need to accept our 

limitations, invite, and 

acknowledge God’s role in 

our life and shift our focus 

from our needs to the needs 

of others 

A Message from Steve Spayer 
What do Martin Luther and Mr. Rogers have in common? They both advance 

loving your neighbor. 

Steve Spayer, Council  

Chairperson 



Ways Our Saviour’s 
Captured the Holiday 

Spirit this Season: 

• Celebrating the Season 

through Christmas Music 

• Seeing the Christmas Joy 

in Our Children 

• Experiencing the Christmas 

Spirit through Service and 

Giving 

Capturing the Holiday Spirit at Our 
Saviour’s 
The generosity and fellowship that members showed during this holiday season 

was awe inspiring! Our Saviour’s had so many fun and exciting events to 

celebrate and prepare our hearts in anticipation of the birth or Jesus this holiday 

season.  Our congregation collected gift cards and gifts as part of our Holiday 

Sharing effort, put on our first ever Santa Claus for a Cause Event raising money 

for food for the children of Mozambique, and raised money for Feed the Need and 

Haiti Scholars. There was also a beautiful Holiday Concert and Children’s Center 

Christmas Performance. 

Terry Thompson, Our Saviour’s Worship Director, talks 
about the Eagle Wing’s Recent Mini Tour to St. Louis: 

In October we learned that Sounds Like Love was not 

happening this year due to a low participation. Chris Brown 

and I immediately set out to create an event for the youth to 

replace this experience. We settled on a Mini Tour which 

became affectionately called “Sounds Like St. Louis” 

Chris and I had the pleasure of traveling to St Louis with 30 

high school students earlier this month. The youth had the 

opportunity to serve at Meramac Bluffs Senior Living Center 

and at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church both in Manchester, 

MO. The members of Eagle’s Wings represented Our Saviour’s so well. Everywhere we stopped, adults stopped us and 

commented on what a wonderful group of young people they are who were kind, polite, and filled with faith! One 

gentleman at Meramac Bluffs said, “These youth are filled with a sincere faith that is pouring out of their souls…our 

future is in good hands with these youth.” We stayed overnight at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Pastor John’s old 

congregation, and they were amazing hosts for us. We appreciated their hospitality and kindness that was 

extraordinary. We had the opportunity to hear their teen worship band, and several of their youth joined us for a choral 

clinic with Maria Ellis after worship. 

While in St Louis the teens visited the City Museum and attended the Mercy Me, Christian Band, Concert at the 

Enterprise Center. Eagle Wings Alum, Kaylee Gutzkee, attends University of St Louis, and she was able to join us for 

the afternoon and evening activities. A highlight of the busy weekend occurred on Friday night during Family Time. At 

the end of the evening we circled into small groups for discussion. We finished with an amazing prayer that was led by 

Junior, Camryn Eickenberg. We are grateful to the Our Saviour’s community for all their support of Eagle Wings and our 

work to share the Our Saviour’s vision of “knowing Jesus and making Jesus known”. 

How to get involved in 

Eagle Wings:  

• Eagle Wings is our high 

school youth choir. The choir is 

open to all youth and meets 9 

to 12. No previous singing 

experience is needed 

• Any student can participate in 

the group and register at any 

point during the year. Interested 

high school students can 

contact Terry Thompson at 
terrythompson@oursaviours.com 

• Every four years Eagles 

Wings travels to Slovakia. We 

work with our mission partners 

in Martin and Nitra on our trip.  

We will have concerts at the 

churches and in local schools. 

Everyone in the group 

participates in our fundraisers 

to help defray the cost for this 

trip.  

Eagle Wings Mini Tour to St. Louis 
Terry Thompson and Chris Brown recently took the Eagle Wings group to St. 

Louis for a Mini Tour November 8th –10th.  

“The members of Eagle Wings represented Our Saviour’s so well. 

Everywhere we stopped, adults stopped us and commented on what a 

wonderful group of young people they are who were kind, polite, and 

filled with faith! One gentleman at Meramac Bluffs said, ‘These youth are 

filled with a sincere faith that is pouring out of their souls…our future is in 

good hands with these youth’ ”.      - Terry Thompson 



Luann Gerth talks about her experience at the Our Saviour’s Women’s Retreat: 

On a chilly fall weekend in October, about 30 women met at the beautiful LaSalle Manor Retreat Center in Plano. 

Some arrived for a relaxing Friday night get together—the rest joined us Saturday morning for the official start of the 

retreat. We had a lovely chunk of time on Saturday afternoon for free choice activities—Bible Journaling, Creating 

Ratan Snowflakes, visiting, knitting, relaxing, praying, reading…whatever we needed at the time. I had just purchased 

a new “coloring Bible” and was anxious to attend the Bible journaling session. We each chose a verse and spent time 

responding to it in our own ways. It’s such a peaceful way to study the Word; a spinoff group of Bible Journalers are 

now meeting at church! I was also able to attend the snowflake- making session along with many others- it was 

challenging but fulfilling to create our lovely pieces of art together. We spent the rest of Saturday night enjoying a 

fabulous dinner, followed by relaxing and enjoying an Our Saviour’s version of Family Feud- created and emceed by 

our own Pastor Emily. Many laughs were shared by all! 

Sunday morning, a group of women went bird watching while others had the pleasure of sleeping in a bit or spending 

time with each other. We ate breakfast and then explored Contemporary Women in small groups, studying Melinda 

Gates, the women from Hidden Figures, Corrie ten Boom, Harriet Tubman, and Nadia Bolz-Weber. It was so 

interesting to look at these women alongside of Biblical women, knowing full well that women today continue to be 

fierce and faithful. The weekend concluded with a beautiful closing session during which we had some reflection time 

to think about ways in which our own faith shines through in our lives and qualities that make each of us fierce women. 

It had been a long time since I had been to an Our Saviour’s Women’s retreat. This was perfect timing for me. I 

cherished the time spent with close friends and was overjoyed by the opportunity to build new relationships among this 

beautiful group of caring women. The setting was gorgeous and heart-warming, especially in the fall. I walked away 

from the weekend refreshed, renewed and ever so thankful for these fierce and faithful women that surround me at Our 

Saviour’s. Many thanks to the planning team for time well spent on a meaningful retreat. I can’t wait for the next one! 

  

Topics and Activities on 

the Retreat:  

• The women discussed Old 

Testament women: Eve, 

Tamar, Ruth, Rahab, and 

Deborah  

• The women walked the 

labyrinth at LaSalle Manor 

modeled after one found in 

the Chartres Cathedral in 

France. Labyrinths have 

long been used as a 

meditation and prayer tool  

• The women studied 

women of the New 

Testament: Mary (the 

mother of Jesus), the 

woman who touched Jesus’ 

robe, Mary and Martha of 

Bethany, Mary of Magdala, 

and Lydia and Phoebe 

Woman’s Retreat   
This October, 30 women who attended an Our Saviour’s Woman’s Retreat met 

at the LaSalle Manor Retreat Center in Plano. The retreat theme was Fierce 

and Faithful: Women in the Bible based on studies from Ashley Updegraff. 

“I cherished the time spent with close friends and was overjoyed by the 

opportunity to build new relationships among this beautiful group of caring 

women. The setting was gorgeous and heart-warming, especially in the 

fall. I walked away from the weekend refreshed, renewed, and ever so 

thankful for these fierce and faithful women that surround me at Our 

Saviour’s.”       - Luann Gerth 

Stephanie Engel, Youth Director at Our 
Saviour’s, talks about her experience in the 
program: 

Q: What would you want someone considering 

participation in YAGM to know? 

A: This is a transformative experience of entering God’s work 

among siblings in Christ around the world. Be prepared to be 

broken open so much wider than you could possibly guess so 

that you can be filled by the love of God through the hands and 

feet of the community waiting for you.    

Q: What was the most rewarding part of participating in 

YAGM? 

A: For me, it was having a host family.  Family is really 

important to me, so having a family welcome me in and call me 

daughter was a gift beyond measure. They continue to be a 

major part of my life as well, from being able to keep in touch or 

cooking a dish they taught me when I miss them.  

Q: What country were you assigned to? What job did you 

perform in that country? 

A: I lived in Kibungo, Rwanda, I was part of the second group of 

YAGM in Rwanda and the first in Kibungo.  I was able to do a 

wide variety of things since my host father worked for the 

Lutheran Church of Rwanda (LCR), but for the most part, I split 

my time between the Lutheran Church in town and an Anglican 

Diocese office/school.  My favorite role at the Diocese was 

helping the school go through book donations to create a 

functioning library.  The students and I would read together to 

practice English and Kinyarwanda.  At the Lutheran Church, I 

attended choir practices, prayer meetings, and worship.  I 

worked a lot with Pastor Evangeline who was the first Rwandan 

woman to become a pastor in the LCR. 

 

“Be prepared to be broken open so much 

wider than you could possibly guess so that 

you can be filled by the love of God through 

the hands and feet of the community waiting 

for you”  

-Stephanie Engel 

Stephanie wearing a traditional Rwandan dress with her 

host father Muvunyi. 

Are you considering 

applying? 

• Applications will close on 

2/15/20  

•Nine Countries across the 

world 

•Year-long commitment 

•Open to adults 21-29 years 

of age 

Young Adult in Global Missions 
Spotlight 
The Young Adult in Global Missions Program or YAGM, “invites young adults to 

become the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, providing critical support to 

ministries and projects in 

communities of need.”    

The Lutheran Church in Kibungo, Rwanda 



   

Stephanie Engel, Director of Youth at Our Saviour’s, talks about the impact that 
Sleep Out Saturday had on the Youth: 

In family groups, the youth had 

different activities that helped 

them understand how 

generational poverty, lack of 

affordable housing, and life 

circumstances affect their 

neighbors. One activity simulated 

how expensive it is to eat 

nutritiously as they prepared 

dinner on a very limited budget. 

The activities were brought to life by a guest speaker from Bridge 

Communities who shared how she found herself homeless after a divorce 

and the impact Bridge Community had on her family.  It was a major impact 

moment for the youth to learn that some of their classmates do not have 

homes to go to or know where their next meal would be coming from.  

After warming up inside Sunday morning, the youth shared how Sleep Out 

Saturday impacted their faith.  They shared how their views of 

homelessness were changed and how they wanted to continue to share 

God’s love with Bridge Communities’ families.  One youth shared that she 

wanted to start having more understanding for classmates that acted out 

because she did not know what was going on in their lives.  All left inspired 

to continue to be God’s hands and feet in the world.   

 

 

“One of Our Saviour’s mission partners, Bridge Communities, walks 

alongside families that are homeless by providing transitional housing 

and mentorship as they break the cycle of poverty”  -Stephanie Engel 

Understanding 
Homelessness in 

DuPage County 

• 1 in 14 DuPage County 

residents lives in poverty 

• Over 67,500 of our 

neighbors struggle to meet 

basic standards of living  

•Families often must choose 

between having food, health 

care, transportation, 

childcare, or consistent 

housing 

• Families facing 

homelessness spend their 

nights in shelters, cheap 

motels, their cars, and even 

on the streets 

Sleep Out Saturday Spotlight 
Stephanie Engel, Youth Director at Our Saviour’s tells us more about Sleep 

Out Saturday, an amazing event that generates homelessness awareness and 

funds for Bridge Communities.  

Group Shot from Sleep Out Saturday 

“On November 2, twenty High School 

Youth and adult mentors participated 

in Bridge Communities’ 16th annual 

Sleep Out Saturday. They spent all 

night in boxes to raise awareness and 

raised $1,160 for Bridge 

Communities, or about 33 nights of 

housing for a family. The participants 

came eager to join in God’s work to 

lower the rate of poverty and 

homelessness in DuPage County. All 

while a cold front brought 

temperatures to right above freezing!” 

-Stephanie Engel 

Nicole Waite talks about 
how Haiti Scholars was 
started: 

Finally, Haiti Scholars is up and running. Those of you who know me well remember that a trip five years ago to Haiti 

had touched my heart.  I went as a chaperone for a mission trip for the high school youth at Our Saviour's Lutheran 

Church.  One of my primary jobs was to be the primary photographer.  Looking through a lens of a camera one's 

observation is magnified. You are highly acute to your surroundings. I quickly realized that as many children that were 

attending school, just as many were NOT attending school.  Having been a teacher, I was concerned.  To my core, I 

feel that education provides hope, opportunity, and direction for a child. While walking up a hill one day, I bumped into 

the principal of the school.  I feel this interaction did not happen by accident.  We had an insightful dialogue where I 

quickly learned about the struggles to educate the children of Haiti.  My heart was changed, and I could not turn my 

back on this beautiful community which left a lasting stamp of love, concern and pull on my heart.   

This calling to bring a team to this community and school, Centre D'Etude Lumiere in Mariani, Haiti, became a reality 

due to many beautiful and trusting people. A group of 19 individuals came to meetings, listened to my story, and then 

took the leap of faith and traveled to Haiti to bring school supplies, teach in the classrooms, work with the staff, and 

discern if my passion and mission for this community was justified.  Four of the 19 individuals stayed behind several 

days to meet with the administrative staff to discuss our possible partnership.  We left Haiti, knowing that the school is 

run by a caring, compassionate, educated, and dedicated staff.  We are thrilled to begin our partnership with this 

community.  Haiti Scholars, Inc. in pending to be a nonprofit. We are hopeful that in several months we will be 

approved.   

What is Haiti Scholars:  

• Haiti Scholars is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization funded 

by donors whose mission is 

to provide educational 

assistance to students ages 

3-11 years at Centre 

D’Etudes Lumiere in Mariani, 

Haiti 

•They support scholarships 

for the neediest children in 

the area 

• They work in partnership 

with the teachers and staff to 

educate the “whole” child for 

all the students at the school 

by providing a solid 

education, emotional 

support, and proper nutrition 

• Nicole Waite, a member of 

Our Saviour’s Church, 

started Haiti Scholars after a 

mission trip she went on with 

Our Saviour’s Church 

Haiti Scholars   
Haiti Scholars was started by Nicole Waite after a mission trip with Our 

Saviour’s. Haiti Scholars believes the gift of education brings hope, self-

esteem, and empowerment for a better future. 

“To my core, I feel that education provides hope, opportunity, and 

direction for a child. While walking up a hill one day, I bumped into the 

principal of the school.  I feel this interaction did not happen by accident.  

We had an insightful dialogue where I quickly learned about the struggles 

to educate the children of Haiti.  My heart was changed, and I could not 

turn my back on this beautiful community which left a lasting stamp of 

love, concern and pull on my heart”    - Nicole Waite 



Diane Janeczko provides a comprehensive book review 
of Bill Leibforth’s book, “Baseball’s Forgotten Black 
Heroes”: 

First time author Bill Leibforth knocked it out of the park! His title, Baseball’s 

Forgotten Black Heroes, is a thoroughly researched nonfiction book about black 

players, scouts, and journalists. Though you’ll find that while not all featured 

were black, they were all champions of integration. 

Liebforth focused on the first black players that were part of the 16 major-league 

baseball teams in existence in 1947. The level of detail is impressive. Not only 

will you learn about each player’s personal background, work history, stats, and 

honors; you’ll discover the small details of their lives and of the era that make it 

such a gratifying read. 

There are many ways to approach this publication. You can read it from cover to 

cover, or you can use it as a reference, but you will never be disappointed. 

There’s so much information packed into its 300+ pages baseball fans and non-

fans alike will be drawn into the story. In addition, the Appendix contains the 

complete player statistics for the first 39 black players in the major league. 

Since much of the period dealing with segregation predates this writer’s 

memories, I learned things that go beyond the title, which make it a terrific 

reference for every history buff, too. The book opened a window to a 

different time and exposed the thinking of the time. 

  

About the Author:  

• William (Bill) Leibforth has 

lived in Chicago and its 

surrounding areas all of his 

life. At the age of eight, his 

love of baseball grew more 

intense during each game as 

he listened on the radio or 

walked to the games, sitting 

in the 50- cent bleacher 

seats. In those days, he 

could wait for the players 

after each game in the 

parking lot with hopes of 

getting an autograph or at 

least a smile from the 

players. 

• He admits to dreaming 

during most of his life of 

writing a book expressing his 

love for baseball. Finally in 

2017,while beginning a well- 

deserved retirement, his 

hopes were fulfilled when he 

started writing this book.  

• Retirement time now 

includes enjoying time with 

his wife Susan, planning his 

next writing projects, and 

spending as much time as he 

can with family and 

especially his 

granddaughters Rachel and 

Sydney 

• Bill will be a guest speaker 

at the Men’s Breakfast on 

April 11 

Our Saviour’s Member 
Becomes Published Author   
Our Saviour’s Member, Bill Leibforth is now a published author with 

his book entitled, “Baseball’s Forgotten Black Heroes”.  

“First time author Bill Leibforth 

knocked it out of the park! His title, 

“Baseball’s Forgotten Black Heroes”, 

is a thoroughly researched nonfiction 

book about black players, scouts 

and journalists.”    - Diane Janeczko 

First time author and Our Saviour’s Member, Bill Leibforth and his new book 

   

Chris McBride, Riverwalk Adult Day Services Board, 
talks about the impact of Our Saviour’s Financial and 
Spiritual Support: 

We are pleased to share with you that Riverwalk is on track to provide over 

20,000 hours of Adult Day Services.  We continue to care for adults who are 

navigating conditions or diseases that 

prevent them from being left home 

alone.  We have achieved Dementia 

Friendly certification, are currently 

offering three schedules of care (full 

day, half day and drop in services), 

and we have partnered with the 

Aurora School of Nursing, Midwestern 

School of Occupational Therapy, and 

Waubonsee Community College 

providing student training.  In the last year we have hosted 12 sponsored 

lectures and events with topics relevant to caregivers and care receivers 

alike. Many of our lectures offer CEU’s for the nurse at your church. We are 

pleased that we have been able to start a scholarship fund which is available 

for those who are waiting on Medicaid approval.  All of these additions to 

Riverwalk are directly attributed to your church’s continued support, both 

financial and spiritual. 

 

 

“Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church continues to support 

Riverwalk, which has helped 

us grow and provide additional 

services for those who cannot 

be left home alone and much 

needed respite for care givers 

as well. We are pleased to let 

you know that the participants 

in our adult day care program 

now encompass not only 

Naperville but Aurora, 

Bolingbrook, Plainfield, and 

Romeoville. We are happy you 

have helped continue on our 

path of growth within the 

communities for those needing 

daytime care.” -Chris McBride 

Riverwalk Adult Day Services 

Board, Church Liaison 

Riverwalk Adult Day 
Services Mission is 
driven by the following 6 

Objectives: 

• Provide stimulating, life-

enriching experiences  

•Provide a cooperative, 

loving, and caring ministry 

•Provide respite, support and 

education for caregivers 

•Provide community 

education, health monitoring 

to preserve family units 

•Provide engagement with 

other social services and 

healthcare providers 

•Facilitate client and family 

transition to other service 

providers when necessary 

Riverwalk Adult Day Services 
Spotlight 
Riverwalk Adult Day Services was founded in 1983 by a group of 15 religious 

institutions (including Our Saviour’s) who recognized the desire and benefits for 

adults to age in place at home but who could not be left at home alone.  

Riverwalk Adult Day Services  has provided over 700,000 hours of service to 

participants, allowing their caregivers the peace of mind knowing that their 

loved ones are being cared for in a safe and nurturing environment 

An Art Class at Riverwalk 

Participants Celebrating Valentine’s Day 



   

Looking for Ideas on How to Pray? Pastor Emily walks us through the Five Finger 
Prayer Approach and Prayer Ministries 

By following this approach we can make sure that we are praying for the larger community as well as those we know.  

 

 

 

Many ways to share a 
prayer, concern, or care 

at Our Saviour’s : 

• Prayer Wall 

• Prayer Line/Worship Prayer 

Prayer Support at Our Saviour’s 
Supporting each other through prayer is an important part of our ministry here 

at Our Saviour’s. We are here to walk with you on your faith journey and to 

pray for you in your time of need.  

Prayer Support at Our Saviour’s 

Our Saviour’s has so many ways to share a prayer concern!  

Prayer Wall: You are invited to share a prayer concern at the prayer wall, in the narthex at the Our Saviour’s campus, 

by writing it down on the cards that are provided and place it into the Prayer Wall. These are prayers between you and 

God. They are not read by anyone. Later they are burned by the prayer ministers. 

Prayer Line/ Worship Prayers:  If you have a prayer request or care concern that you would like to add to the 

prayers spoken in worship or the prayer line (a weekly email list), please contact Dawn DeBoer at 

dawndeboer@oursaviours.com or Pastor Emily at pastoremily@oursaviours.com. If you would like to receive the 

prayer line email and join others in prayer, please also let Dawn DeBoer or Pastor Emily know.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry: A group of devout knitters and crocheters gather on the third Thursday of the month and on 

their own to make prayer shawls. Prayer shawls represent God’s love that wraps us up in times of sickness or grief of 

any kind. Prayer shawls can be picked up at the front office. 

Prayer Partners in Worship: While communion is served, prayer partners/ministers are often in the back of the 

worship space available for individual prayer. 

 

 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”  - Philippians 4: 6-7 

 

 

 Stephanie Engel, Youth 
Director, talks about the 
positive impact camps can have on the youth: 

Each year, middle school youth go on a retreat as a part of Our Saviour’s confirmation ministry.  The retreats are a 

highlight for many, and they will share stories for years after.  While initial excitement is often for the games and 

activities, they return home with stories of how the retreat has made a lasting impact on their faith lives.  In October, 6 

and 7 grade youth came alive during Bible studies and worship, and mentors have said it has only carried over into their 

learning and participation at Surge.  

Part of the success of the retreats is the ability to “get away” and take the time and space away from distractions. Local 

camps are havens of refreshment and fun.  The unique setting of the camps opens them up in new ways because it 

gives the youth time to unplug, be outdoors, and focus on 

building faith-based relationships.  Camps are a safe place for 

youth to take risks, be themselves, and make new connections, 

a place where youth can practice weaving their faith into all 

areas of their lives. There is an increase in self-confidence, an 

increase in faith practices like prayer, an increased interest in 

worship, and an increase in understanding why their faith 

matters. Camp is also fun! Each day is filled with activities like 

arts and crafts, Ga Ga Ball, archery, canoeing, and hiking.   

Some of my best memories of camp were the all-camp games 

after dinner, a Wild West- themed water balloon fight was my 

personal favorite.  Specialty camps take the fun to a new level with unique activities geared toward your children and 

youth’s interest—horses, golf, boating, or even drones. Ask our youth about their camp experiences.  Share your own.  

Go to camp. 

  

Benefits of Church 

Camp:  

• The unique setting of the 

camps opens kids up in new 

ways because it gives the 

youth time to unplug, be 

outdoors, and focus on 

building faith-based 

relationships 

• Camps are a safe place for 

youth to take risks 

• Camps are a place where 

youth can practice weaving 

their faith into all areas of 

their lives 

Go to Camp    
This summer consider sending your elementary children through high school 

youth for a whole week of fun and faith at camp. Check out our area camping 

ministries Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center (Oregon, IL) and Lutherdale Bible 

Camp (Elk Horn, WI). 

Camp Retreat Fun! 

90% of youth who attended a week at camp 

reported to have grown in faith with effects that 

lasted months after. In the same study, 97% of 

campers reported that they had fun.  - 

Sorenson, Jacob. “Effective Camp Findings.” 

Sacred Playgrounds, May 2017, https://

sacredplaygrounds.com/findings/. 

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and 

they will tell you; ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and 

the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does not 

know that the hand of the Lord has done this?” (Job 12:7-9, NRSV) 



There is a place for you 
and your family at Our 
Saviour’s: 

We want you to know that there is 

a place for you here at Our Saviour’s. We are big enough to 

offer a wide range of ministries, small groups, and programs for 

you to find just the right place that makes this church feel like 

home and meets your spiritual needs and gifts. We are also 

small enough to make Naperville feel like a small-town 

community. The church, it’s members, and its leadership are 

approachable, personable, and want to connect with you. At 

Our Saviour’s, we are about developing lifelong relationships 

and empowering you to pursue your God given gifts. 

Becoming a member at Our Saviour’s is a comfortable, easy 

transition that is personally tailored to meet the needs of your 

family. We encourage you to take that first step and call our 

front office, email us at membership@oursaviours.com, 

contact one of our Pastors, or check out the “I’m new” section on our website so we can begin that relationship 

with and walk with you on your faith journey.  

  

  

Consider Becoming a 
Member at Our 

Saviour’s:  

• We are big enough to offer 

a wide range of ministries, 

small groups, and programs 

for you to find just the right 

place that makes this church 

feel like home and meets 

your spiritual needs and gifts  

• We are also small enough 

to make Naperville feel like a 

small-town community. The 

church, it’s members, and its 

leadership are approachable, 

personable, and want to 

connect with you 

• Becoming a member at Our 

Saviour’s is a comfortable, 

easy transition that is 

personally tailored to meet 

the needs of your family 

Our Saviour’s Is Here To Walk With 
You And Your Family On Your Faith 
Journey   
Are you or a friend looking for your church home? We want to invite you to 

consider Our Saviour’s!    

Our Saviour’s Has A Thriving and Vibrant Music Ministry 

Our Saviour’s Has A Sought - After Preschool Program 

Our Saviour’s is Making a Difference Through Missions and 

Benevolence Partners at Home and Abroad 

   

Laurie May talks about 
the Bach Ringers recent 
trip to New York City: 

The sound of handbells is the sound of joy! The Bach Ringers got to share that joy with ringers from all over the U.S. 

and Canada when they headed to New York City to participate in The Great Christmas Ring. Under the direction of 

Kevin McChesney, the most prolific composer of bell music in the U.S., the group polished its performance in a 

combined workshop leading up to our performances. While the pinnacle of our weekend was to be our performance in 

Carnegie Hall on Sunday, I think a highlight for many of us was our Saturday afternoon concert in Central Park. The 

weather was perfect; crisp, clear, and sunny. Spirits were high and smiles were everywhere, on the faces of the bell 

ringers and the hundreds of spectators who gathered to hear the free performance.  We rang with joy and were moved 

to tears when the diverse crowd spontaneously joined in singing as we played Silent Night. Our mass ring was a first 

for Carnegie Hall. We lined the boxes around the auditorium and played as a prelude to Handel’s Messiah. What an 

honor to play in one of America’s premiere concert halls. Thanks to our director, Shelley May Hutchison, for 

challenging us to take on this crazy, wonderful opportunity!  

 

 

“I think a highlight for many of 

us was our Saturday afternoon 

concert in Central Park. The 

weather was perfect; crisp, 

clear, and sunny. Spirits were 

high and smiles were 

everywhere, on the faces of 

the bell ringers and the 

hundreds of spectators who 

gathered to hear the free 

performance.  We rang with 

joy and were moved to tears 

when the diverse crowd 

spontaneously joined in 

singing as we played Silent 

Night.”  

-Laurie May 

What is the Great 

Christmas Ring? 

• The Great Christmas Ring 

is a massed ringing for 

English Handbells and 

Handchimes held in 

December in public venues 

throughout the world. 

• Groups of musicians, each 

ringing two natural bells or 

chimes in a 3 octave range, 

perform a selection of 

Holiday favorites for a public 

audience 

• The purpose of the event is 

to unite handbell musicians 

and bring the joy and quality 

of handbell ringing and music 

to the general public in a 

festive and fun atmosphere.  

Source: http://

www.thegreatchristmasring.c

om 

The Our Saviour’s Bach Ringers 
Take New York City and Carnegie 
Hall by Storm 
The Our Saviour's Bach Ringers recently traveled to New York City to 

participate in the Great Christmas Ring, performing in both Central Park and 

Carnegie Hall.  

Carnegie Hall 

Bach Ringers in Times Square 



   

Kelly Gilligan, Preschool Director talks about all the winter fun they are having at The 
Children’s Center at Celebration: 

Winter is a special time at the preschool. We share the Bethlehem story, singing around the manger to kick off our 

Christmas season, and are reminded of that special baby, born to be our Savior. Our December Bible verse says it all, 

“Today in the city of David, a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 At the preschool we 

celebrated this special season with songs, stories, candy cane art, and pajama days. We studied the five senses of 

Christmas and even did a five senses classroom rotation. We went into different classrooms to learn about hearing, 

touch, sights, smells, and tastes of Christmas.  We shared our Christmas love with local babies and those abroad by 

collecting receiving blankets for our Baby Care Ministry. We also collected baby food and diapers for Loaves & Fishes. 

Both our crib and wagon were overflowing! God bless us everyone! 

We are expecting plenty of snow this Winter and New Year!! That always makes for energetic preschool bodies! It may 

be cold outside, but we will be warming up hearts and minds indoors! Our theme of “My Town” will help us take a look 

at community helpers in our community. We will have fun looking at maps and locations in Naperville.  

We have begun our registration for the 2020-2021 school year, but spaces are still available. If you have a 2-5 year 

old, we would love to give you a tour and tell you all about our program. Come share the fun with us in 2020! 

“Winter is a special time at the preschool. We share the Bethlehem story, 

singing around the manger to kick off our Christmas season, and are 

reminded of that special baby, born to be our Savior.” -Kelly Gilligan 

Learn more about The 
Children’s Center at 

Celebration 

• The Children's Center is a 

Christian Preschool for 

children ages 2, 3, 4, and 5 

where early learning and 

faith development join hands. 

• We are an Illinois 

Department of Child and 

Family Services (DCFS) 

licensed facility, and our 

curriculum is built on the 

Illinois Early Learning 

Standards. 

• With an emphasis on hands

-on learning and 

Kindergarten Readiness, we 

weave "play with a purpose" 

together with language and 

literacy activities for optimum 

fun and learning  

• Our curriculum includes 

Saxon Math, Jolly Phonics, 

Michael Heggerty Phonemic 

Awareness, and Science 

Exploration combined with 

literature-rich monthly 

themes.  

Winter Wishes from The Children’s 
Center Preschool at the Celebration 
Campus   
Winter time is always and exciting time at The Children’s Center at Celebration. 

Kelly Gilligan, Preschool Director at The Children’s Center gives us an update 

on all the exciting winter activities happening at the preschool. 

Pastor Brian singing with the children 

The Children’s Center 

Preschool at Celebration 

• This year is the 15th 

Anniversary of the Opening 

of the Preschool 

• Knowing Jesus and Making 

Jesus Known Through The 

Lives of Children 

The Christmas Program, The 
Children’s Center Preschool at 
Celebration   
Every year, The Children’s Center Preschool at Celebration tells the Christmas 

story. There is something incredibly precious about little ones acting out the 

story of Christ’s birth. 

An angel appears to Mary and Joseph 

Mary and Joseph Three Kings follow the star The Manger 


