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This Quarter at Our Saviour’s 
We have had a busy quarter at Our Saviour’s this month. We had so 

many wonderful events, wonderful visiting speakers, and had the 

opportunity to walk alongside our mission partners, both locally and 

abroad, to help support them.  

While the end of this quarter was challenging with the arrival of the 

Coronavirus, our Church continued to shine and remind us that the 

Church is indeed more than a physical building. Even without the ability 

to meet physically, our congregation demonstrated daily how they were 

Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known. 



How are you today?  The time feels 

strange to me--surreal. We are not 

sure if this will be going on for a 

couple of weeks, or a couple of 

months, or how long.  The uncertainty 

is a big part of the challenge. 

In the midst of uncertainty, it is good 

that God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble.  I am 

thankful that we have a reason for 

confidence and hope and peace in the 

midst of whatever storms life brings.  I 

give thanks for a God who always 

holds us close and never lets us go. 

Toward the end of Psalm 46 is this 

familiar verse:  "Be still, and know that 

I am God!"  There are a lot of 

opportunities for each of us to reach 

out to others during this time—with 

contact being over the phone or by 

email or text (I’m glad we have those 

ways to communicate). I give thanks 

for all the ways you are caring for each 

other. And maybe this is also a time to 

remember to be still and know God.  

May God give you moments of 

stillness--rest and peace--in the midst 

of these days.   

Even though we will be spending less 

time together for a little while, I give 

thanks for the partnership in ministry 

we share across space and time.  

Thank you.  "God is our refuge and 

strength." 

  

“"God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in 

trouble.  Therefore we will not 

fear, though the earth should 

change, though the mountains 

shake in the heart of the sea.”  

-Psalm 46:1-2  

Some scripture to 
reflect on during times 
of uncertainty: 

• “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present 

help in trouble.”-  Psalm 

46:1 

• “Even though I walk 

through the darkest 

valley,I fear no evil; for 

you are with me” - Psalm 

23:4 

• “I lift up my eyes to the 

hills—from where will 

my help come? My help 

comes from the Lord, 

who made heaven and 

earth.” - Psalm 121:1-2 

• “And not only that, but 

we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces 

endurance, and 

endurance produces 

character, and character 

produces hope, and 

hope does not 

disappoint us, because 

God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit 

that has been given to 

us.”        Romans 5:3-5 

• “For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all 

creation, will be able to 

separate us from the 

love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord” - 

Romans 8:38-39 

A Message from Pastor John 
Pastor John shares some encouraging words and scripture during this time of 

uncertainty.  

Pastor John Gerike 



 

Greetings Church, 

I think we can all agree that we are in the midst of some challenging times, as 

reflected in frequent discussions in the community and on social media about “social 

distancing,” and of all things, availability of hand sanitizer and bathroom tissue. It is 

during these times that I feel so blessed to be part of the Our Saviour’s Church 

community. As I write this, earlier today, the Church Council met with the Pastors 

and Executive staff and contemplated how to continue the church mission of 

Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known, while also being proactive and 

responsible in minimizing the spread of the COVID-19 virus at Our Saviour’s 

Church and within the community. As we decided to worship remotely on-line, it 

was comforting to have confidence that Christ is and will be present with us during 

this time apart and will receive all the faith nourishing blessings from the comfort 

and protection of your own home. 

For those who were unaware, I took over as Council Chairperson for Steve Spayer 

for 2020 and intend to do my best to, among other things, continue with Steve’s 

foundation of fiscal discipline and transparency – all to advance our mission of 

Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known. I’d also like to let you know that we 

have two new Council members: David Novak and Mike Nulicek.  With the addition 

of David and Mike, along with the rest of the team, I feel strongly that we have a 

solid team of passionate and capable individuals to help guide and lead at Our 

Saviour’s Church. Please feel free to reach out to any of us for information, or to 

provide your thoughts on the way forward for Our Saviour’s Church in 2020. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in financial support, prayer, and helping those in 

need. 

Blessings, 

Glenn 

A Message from Glenn Wishnew  

Glenn Wishnew, Council  

Chairperson 

“As we decided to worship remotely on-line, it was comforting to have 

confidence that Christ, is and will be, present with us during this time apart 

and will receive all the faith nourishing blessings from the comfort and 

protection of your own home.”   

- Glenn Wishnew, Council Chairperson 

“I feel strongly that we have a 

solid team of passionate and 

capable individuals to help 

guide and lead at Our 

Saviour’s Church. Please feel 

free to reach out to any of us 

for information, or to provide 

your thoughts on the way 

forward for Oure Saviour’s 

Church in 2020.”   

- Glenn Wishnew, Council 

Chairperson 



Mozambique Mission 
Our Saviour’s has partnered with Vida Humana, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique, and the ELCA 

Global Missions to assist with hunger, education, and healthcare initiatives in Mozambique.  

Three major initiatives 
of this important ministry 
are: 

Healthcare Initiative 
(partnership started in 
2009): 

Over 25 volunteer advocates 

provide in-home healthcare and 

medication for illness, including 

malaria, cholera, tuberculosis, and 

AIDS/HIV. These advocates note 

patients with no family to care for them so they can receive care. Advocates also offer emotional and spiritual support 

to all patients. What started as a closet in the local Lutheran Church is now a free-standing building with water. This 

model has been successfully replicated in other Mozambique communities. 

Hunger Initiative (partnership started in 2012): 

Starvation and hunger in Mozambique are due to famine and poor farmland. 

Hunger needs must be addressed as many of the medications cannot be taken on 

an empty stomach. The need for infant formula is great since HIV/AIDS is passed 

on in breast milk. The Hunger Initiative provides people with e’Pap, a pre-cooked 

porridge powder with absorbable micro-nutrients. The cost for e’Pap is small, 

however, shipping, government taxes, and tariffs are a large expense.   

Education Initiative (Power School established in 2011) : 

Education is highly valued in Mozambique. The school offers Pre-K through 12th 

grade in two shifts because of the number of students. Certified teachers make up 

the all-volunteer staff.  The school’s curriculum is Zimbabwe’s; the second-best 

curriculum in Africa. Students are currently lacking the basic supplies for learning, 

textbooks, and resources (books and access for research).   

For more information on the Mozambique Mission please contact Sue Schreiber, 

Sara Gmitro, or Vickie Witt.  

 

 

  

 

 



 

Le Ann Nasman, Co-Chair of CARE Moms, 
talks about this important ministry: 

Sending students off to college is a life transition for both 

students and families.  As a way for the church to stay 

connected to our college students, CARE Moms began more 

than ten years ago at Our Saviour’s.  The acronym “CARE” in 

CARE Moms stands for College Age Requires Embracing.  

This ministry serves to remind our young adults that their 

church home is thinking of them, praying for them, and 

cheering them on in all their endeavours.   

Throughout the years, the group has grown and has evolved 

to also care for the moms of college students.  It is a quiet but 

steady ministry that provides an extra bit of love, support, 

understanding, and fellowship.  Moms register their college 

students in the fall, and fees cover the mailing costs of care 

packages and cards.  This year 45 students are registered!  

Moms meet about once a month Sept – April, and attendance 

at the meetings is not required but is encouraged!  We take 

time to get to know each other, share devotions, and engage 

in discussions about our lives.     

Over the course of the year, we send two care packages and two 

cards to our college students.  Each care package contains a 

letter from a pastor, church staff member, or mentor, and items 

specially selected by the moms to correspond with a Bible verse 

and theme.  Most recently, the theme was “Sending you some 

sunshine to brighten your day”, and included a note from Pastor 

Brian, along with goodies such as sweets, snacks, personal care 

items, and practical items.  Plus, every care package contains Hugs and 

Kisses! We also send cards to students twice each year with words of 

encouragement.   

If you will have a college student in the fall, watch for registration information in 

August and please consider joining us! 

“Throughout the years the group has grown 

and has evolved to also care for the moms of 

the college students. It is a quiet but steady 

ministry that provides an extra bit of love, 

support, understanding, and fellowship”  

-Le Ann Nasman 

Are you a mom of a 
college student? 

• Consider joining CARE 

Moms 

• Moms meet about once a 

month Sept– April 

• Moms register their college 

students in the fall 

• Watch for registration in 

August 

CARE Moms Spotlight 
CARE Moms send care packages to college students to remind them that their 

church home is thinking of them, praying for them, and cheering them on. It 

also provides care to moms of college students during this life transition. 



   

Liza Schramm, Teagan’s mother, talks about how her 
daughter Teagan celebrated her birthday with a 
mission project for Loaves&Fishes: 

Our daughter, Teagan (age six) celebrated her February birthday with a 

mission project for Loaves&Fishes. Teagan and I set up a Birthday Bag 

Packing Table for the girls to complete at the party. In each birthday bag, 

the party-goers put a set of plates, cups, napkins, hanging decorations and 

candles. Teagan’s friends also brought birthday bag donations in lieu of 

presents.  

Each birthday bag at Loaves&Fishes is filled with the supplies required to 

throw a small party. Each family visiting Loaves&Fishes Community 

Services during the week of their child’s birthday goes home with a Birthday 

Bag as well as a sheet cake! It is such a wonderful mission to support, 

maintaining dignity and fun for the families that are served.  

We have asked for donations in place of presents for both of our daughters’ 

birthdays since they were one. Dave and I hope that this tradition will teach 

our girls the importance of supporting the needs of those in our community, 

and thinking of others over themselves. “Besides,” says Teagan, “My 

favorite birthday presents come from my parents and grandparents, 

anyways!”  

In participating in activities like this, both the hosts and the attendees get a 

sense of Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known!  

 

 

“We have asked for donations in place of presents for both of our 

daughters’ birthdays since they were one. Dave and I hope that this 

tradition will teach our girls the importance of supporting the needs of 

those in our community and thinking of others over themselves”   

-Liza Schramm 

Teagan’s Mission Project 
Teagan Schramm celebrated her February birthday with a mission project for 

Loaves&Fishes.  



Feed the Need 

• Feed the Need was started 

in 2012 by four Naperville, 

Illinois, congregations who 

worked together to plan and 

successfully hold a Feed My 

Starving Children (FMSC) 

MobilePack event.  It was so 

successful they continued 

the event each year, adding 

more organizations 

• The food packages 

compiled at Feed the Need 

contain rice, soy protein, 

dried vegetables, and 

vegetarian flavoring with a 

vitamin and mineral blend. 

The meals were formulated 

by a nutritionist to be 

accepted by most cultures 

around the world. 

Feed The Need 

Feed The Need!™ Illinois is an informal 
coalition of Naperville area churches, 
congregations, and civic organizations 
working together to sponsor an annual 
Feed My Starving Children MobilePack on 
the campus of North Central College. This 
year the events took place from February 
15-16 and 1,049,760 meals were packed 
in six shifts by 4,589 volunteers which will 
feed 2,876 kids one nutritious meal each 
day for an entire year.  Such an amazing 
effort by so many wonderful volunteers! 

The Joel & Carey Peterson 
Family describes what it was like to participate in Feed 
the Need: 

Q: What was your family’s favorite part of participating in Feed the Need? 

A: We really like how hands-on the activity is and that we can participate all 

together at the same table. 

Q: What was it like to see multiple churches and organizations coming 

together for a common purpose? 

A: This is always a very well-planned event and is great to see all ages of 

organizations contribute to making as many meals as we can in just a few 

hours.  The energy level of this event is always very high and is a great 

example for our boys to see how easy it is to continue being involved with this 

organization, even as they get older to high school and college-age. 

Q: Would you participate in Feed the Need again? If so, why? 

A: We would absolutely participate again and will continue to do so at other 

times of the year through other organizations we are a part of.  The powerful 

effect of this activity is knowing we are helping the health of kids that could be 

the very age that our boys are in so many parts of the world.  We are blessed 

with health, which isn't so easy to say in other parts of the world, and Feed the 

Need lets our family specifically contribute to keeping kids healthier by just 

giving up a few hours of our time to put the meals together. 

Q: Question for the boys: How did Feed the Need compare with other 

service projects they have worked on in the past? What was different, 

what was similar? 

 

A: Feed and Need is more interactive than other service projects, and I like that 

you are able to do it with other people in our church that I know.  I also like that 

we can do the activity as a family, all at the same table. 

Q: Question for the boys: What was your favorite part of participating in 

Feed the Need? 

 

A: I always like to see what the final total of boxes is that the whole group has 

completed and how many kids that will feed for a year.   



Donna Finke talks about what Bible Journaling is: 

Bible Journaling is an opportunity to study a verse in scripture. To read the verse and re-read it so that you can reflect 

on what it means to you and how it makes you feel. You can then express that feeling in your journaling as you 

underline, highlight, write, draw, color, or paint with water colors in your Bible. (Yes, you have permission to write in 

your Bible!) This time of reflection is a quiet, peaceful time to pray and meditate. 

Why is it beneficial to do this as a group? We all come from different backgrounds and have our own life stories. We 

might view verses differently…. Wonderful. In a group, we can share our thoughts and ideas if we want to and see 

other reflections on the same verse. Fellowship and sharing are always amazing! 

For more information about Bible Journaling, please contact Jean Jepson at jeanjepson@oursaviours.com. 

 

“Bible Journaling is an opportunity to study a verse in scripture. To 

read the verse and re-read it so that you can reflect on what it means 

to you and how it makes you feel. You can then express that feeling in 

your journaling as you underline, highlight, write, draw, color, or paint 

with water colors in your Bible. Yes, you have permission to write in 

your Bible!” - Donna Finke 

What are some benefits 
of Bible Journaling? 

•  The NIV Blog identifies 

some great benefits of Bible 

Journaling, “Journaling in 

your Bible will give you 

instant context later. When 

you read your Bible and then 

write down your response in 

a separate place, it can get 

disengaged from the verses 

that prompted it. Writing 

these things down in your 

Bible means that they’re 

there every time you dig into 

the Word. It becomes a map 

of your spiritual journey. 

Every time you come back to 

this Bible, you can remember 

where you were and what 

was important to you.” 

- https://

www.thenivbible.com/blog/

how-to-bible-journal/ 

What is Bible Journaling?  



Judi Schultz talks about how God laid it on her heart 
to use her sewing skills 
to help others:  

I can remember when I was about five yrs. old watching my mother sewing 

and being amazed at all the brightly colored fabrics that she used.  At age 10 

or 11, Mom worked with me on designing and sewing my own clothing which I 

nervously modeled at our Iowa 4H county fairs.  And then years later, for my 

wedding day, I made my wedding dress and my going away outfit.  But it 

wasn't until my retirement that God laid it on my heart to use my sewing skills 

to help others by making baby quilts for Vida Humana and Lutheran World 

Relief.  I called my "business" Blanket the World, and I estimate that I created 

about 300 quilts over a six-year period.  And now that I have moved on from 

my quilting, I am thrilled to pass on my fabrics and cut squares to those who 

will carry on this wonderful Ministry at OSLC.   

Can you help carry on Judi’s important work of Blanketing the 
World?  

With the very generous donation of cotton fabrics from Judi, the Baby Care Team has 

put together easy-to-put-together quilt kits. Each kit contains easy to follow instructions, 

25 nine-inch cut fabric squares, backing fabric and batting to create one 36” x 36” quilt. 

Baby quilts made will be used for baby care kits to be distributed by LWR 

All you need is a sewing machine and thread.  These kits can be done at your leisure – 

we would like them back by August 2020 at the latest.  If you are interested, please 

contact the Baby Care Team at BabyCare@oursaviours.com. Please save the date for 

our Baby Care Kit Making Party on September 13, 2020. 

 

 

 

“it wasn’t until my retirement that God laid it on my heart to use my 

sewing skills to help others by making baby quilts for Vida Humana 

and Lutheran World Relief. I called my ‘business’ Blanket the World, 

and I estimate that I created about 300 quilts over a six year period. 

And now that I have moved on from my quilting, I am thrilled to pass 

on my fabrics and cut squares to those who will carry on this 

wonderful Ministry at OSLC”  - Judi Schultz 

Blanketing the World with Love 
 A generous fabric donation by Judi Schultz will continue her legacy of 

blanketing the world with love.    



 

Allison Tupek talks about the Annual Daddy Daughter Dance: 

My daughter eagerly picks out her favorite dress, preferably one that twirls. I curl her hair 

and put some blush on her cheeks and gloss on her lips. Daddy dresses in his Sunday best. 

It’s one of the most magical nights of the year. It’s the annual daddy daughter dance! It’s an 

opportunity to honor our princesses and make them feel like one too! It’s where dads get to 

celebrate their daughters and the special bonds they share. 

And if this cause isn’t already great enough, there’s an even larger one for the dance hosted 

at Celebration. The funds raised go to support one of our mission ministries with 

Mozambique. About 100 dads and daughters attended the dance this year, raising over 

$2,000 for the cause. The money is placed into the general Mozambique fund; so much of it 

goes toward the utility bills of the school/volunteer center. This is the ninth year the dance 

has raised funds for this mission. Some of the themes in the past include “Pearls and Lace, 

Wish Upon a Star, Cinderella, Beauty and the Beast, Frozen, and Sleeping Beauty.” 

Dads and daughters alike seem to enjoy this special event. Adam Magnuson said his 

favorite part of the evening with daughter, Alyssa (age seven), was when they walked into 

the gym, and she immediately wanted to dance. “Alyssa is at an age where she realizes this 

is a special date. As soon as we walked in, she wanted to dance. It was a big change from 

the first time we attended, and she ditched me to run around.” Mark Tupek agrees that his 

daughter, Audrey (age seven), wanted to dance more than in years past. Dancing with 

Audrey was his favorite part of the evening. Dane Wolfe brought his daughter, Savannah 

(age three), to the dance as well. “I loved seeing her bubble over with excitement all night!” His most cherished part of 

the evening was when he got to dance with her on his feet.  

Alyssa and Audrey agree that the evening’s highlight was the opportunity to dance with their daddy. They also were 

fans of the food (especially the cookies), and Audrey enjoyed coloring. There was a variety of entertainment, and the 

girls took advantage of it all! Savannah came with her dancing shoes, as she loved participating in the “Cha Cha Slide” 

and then going out for ice cream with big girls (Alyssa and Audrey) afterwards! 

“I would recommend this event to others next year because not only am I taking my daughter on a date, but I’m also 

supporting an important mission and teaching my child about helping others,” states Mark. Dane also speaks highly of 

the dance and echoes my sentiment stated in the article’s opening: “It’s a great way to spend some Daddy/Daughter 

time together and make her feel like a princess for the night.”  Adam wisely remarked, “Any time we are able to 

celebrate and spend time with our daughters, we should embrace the moment.” What’s even better - this celebration is 

also for a cause! 

“So I will dance with Cinderella                     

While she is here in my arms                        

'Cause I know something the prince never knew                                                              

Oh, I will dance with Cinderella                                               

I don't wanna miss even one song                

'Cause all too soon the clock will strike midnight  

And she'll be gone ~ Steven Curtis Chapman 

The Annual Daddy 
Daughter Dance 

• The Annual Daddy 

Daughter Dance is not only 

a wonderful event, it also 

raises money for a 

wonderful cause! 

• This year over $2,000 was 

raised for the Mozambique 

Mission 

Daddy Daughter Dance 



Emily Andrea Field provides an overview of Ralph Klein’s 
visit to Our Saviour’s: 

Why do we return to Bible texts over and over again? Ralph Klein, Christ 

Seminary-Seminex Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at the Lutheran School 

of Theology at Chicago, brought Our Saviour’s an answer on February 9: we 

return to these texts with new eyes in hopes of new revelations. Dialogues in 

Faith, Our Saviour’s adult education group, had invited Professor Klein to speak 

on any topic he wished. He was surely correct to select the Psalms as we had a 

wonderful morning of reflection and discussion.  

His first lesson for his students at Our Saviour’s was that we pray the Psalms too 

fast in churches today. To remedy that, he led over 30 people in slow, careful 

readings of his own translations of Psalms 1, 8, 23, and 29. Professor Klein read 

each Psalm aloud while providing commentary along the way.  

He instructed us that a deeper understanding of Hebrew culture and poetry 

allows for a richer reading of the Psalms. Professor Klein spoke about the role of 

repetition in the Psalms. In Psalm 8, the repetition of the first and last line hinted 

to early listeners that the Psalm was beginning and over. We learned that the 

repetition of “voice of Yahweh” seven times in Psalm 29 was no accident. Seven is a power number in Jewish 

tradition, representing creation, good fortune, and blessing. Other facts were more surprising and fun. Did you know 

that Psalm 8 has the only Old Testament reference to God’s fingers?   

But it was not solely Klein’s readings and analysis that were so impactful. Once he completed his analysis of a Psalm, 

he opened the floor for us to teach him something about the Psalms 

with our reactions. A vibrant discussion followed Klein’s translation that 

Yahweh’s goodness and steadfast love will “pursue me” rather than the 

more traditional “follow me.”  

Professor Klein’s lessons can go beyond his visit to our church that 

snowy February morning. Take some advice for the next time you are 

reading or re-reading a passage: go slow, read aloud and in 

community, consider what the words represent, and be open to new 

possibilities for meaning.  

 

 

 

More About          
Ralph Klein: 

• Ralph W. Klein is Christ 

Seminary-Seminex 

professor of Old 

Testament at the Lutheran 

School of Theology at 

Chicago (LSTC). 

Ralph Klein, LSTC: Three Powerful 
Psalms in Fresh Translations 
On February 9, Ralph Klein visited Our Saviour’s Church to speak at Dialogues 

in Faith. Dialogues in Faith is Our Saviour’s Adult Faith Formation Ministry that 

meets on Sundays from 10:15-11:15 am in Fellowship Center. All are welcome 

to attend.   



Q: In looking back at your time in Eagle’s Wings and Youth Auction, what 

are some of your favorite memories? 

Eleanor: My favorite memories are probably the choir tours that we take every 

year. I have really fond memories of Seattle and New York. I really enjoyed 

meeting all the people on the tours and getting to know different types of 

people because in Naperville it is a little bit of a bubble that we live in, and then 

when we went to New York we stayed in a church in Brooklyn, and it was a 

very different environment then what we are used to. 

Q: As you are graduating and going to college, what are some of the skills 

and experiences that you are going to take with you? 

Eleanor: Well, I know that I have much better people skills with all sorts of people 

from spending so much time with everyone in this group and better skills as a 

friend and compassion and everything, and I am overall a better person from all 

the time I spent with everyone in this group. You get pretty close to everyone in 

this group with all the time you spend with them, especially on the tour trips, 

because you are on the same bus, and you can’t get away from each other.  

Q: If you were talking to some kids that were coming to Junior High and 

considering doing these programs, what would you say to them? 

 

Will: I would say just go for it and give it a try because for me I did not think I liked 

singing at all as a freshman. I told my parents there is no way I am doing this, I 

can’t sing, but I have gotten used to it and really enjoy it. I have an appreciation 

for singing now, it’s such a great part of my life.  

Q: What are some of the things you are looking forward to the most? 

Will: For one, we have a trip this summer, and we are going to Slovakia. That is 

going to be really cool for me because I have not been to Europe before. I am 

going to be shell-shocked, it is going to be so different than everything I have 

been used to my entire life.  Also being a mentor for younger kids as a junior or 

senior, I think I can have a good leadership role in our group 

* Unfortunately due to the onset of the COIVD-19 Pandemic, this summer’s trip 

to Slovakia has been postponed. This interview was done before this decision 

was made.  

 

 

More About Eagle’s 
Wings and Youth 
Auction: 

•  The annual Youth 

Auction is  a dinner theater 

experience put on by the 

youth, families, and 

volunteers. The proceeds 

from the auction help fund 

the ministry of Eagle’s 

Wings Choir, Youth 

Ministry, and some 

mission partners 

• Eagle’s Wings is a 

performance singing choir 

made up of high school 

youth from the 

The Importance of Eagle’s Wings 
and Youth Auction to the            
Youth of Our Saviour’s    

Will Damge and Eleanor Schuler Explain what Eagle’s 
Wings and Youth Auction mean to them: 



What is Youth Auction? 

• The annual Youth Auction 

is a dinner theater 

experience put on by the 

youth, families, and 

volunteers. The proceeds 

from the auction help fund 

the ministry of Eagle’s Wings 

Choir, Youth Ministry, and 

some mission partners 

Youth Auction   
Thank you to all our church family and friends who made the 32nd annual 

Youth Auction such a success! Thank you to every single person who 

supported our youth with their gifts of time, talent, and donations. 

Congratulations to the Youth on their amazing performance.  

Photo Credit: Scott Damge 



There is a place for you 
and your family at Our 
Saviour’s: 

We want you to know that there is 

a place for you here at Our Saviour’s! We are big enough to 

offer a wide range of ministries, small groups, and programs for 

you to find just the right place that makes this church feel like 

home and meets your spiritual needs and gifts. We are also 

small enough to make Naperville feel like a small-town 

community. The church, it’s members, and its leadership are 

approachable, personable, and want to connect with you. At 

Our Saviour’s, we are about developing lifelong relationships 

and empowering you to pursue your God-given gifts. 

Becoming a member of Our Saviour’s is a comfortable, easy 

transition that is personally tailored to meet the needs of your 

family. We encourage you to take that first step and call our 

front office, email us at membership@oursaviours.com, 

contact one of our Pastors, or check out the “I’m new” section 

on our website so we can begin that relationship with you and walk with you on your faith journey.  

  

  

Consider Becoming a 
Member at Our 
Saviour’s:  

• We are big enough to offer 

a wide range of ministries, 

small groups, and programs 

for you to find just the right 

place that makes this church 

feel like home and meets 

your spiritual needs and gifts  

• We are also small enough 

to make Naperville feel like a 

small-town community. The 

church, it’s members, and its 

leadership are approachable, 

personable, and want to 

connect with you 

• Becoming a member at Our 

Saviour’s is a comfortable, 

easy transition that is 

personally tailored to meet 

the needs of your family 

 

Our Saviour’s Is Here To Walk With 
You And Your Family On Your Faith 
Journey   
Are you or a friend looking for your church home? We want to invite you to 

consider Our Saviour’s!    

Our Saviour’s Has A Thriving and Vibrant Music Ministry 

Our Saviour’s Has A Sought - After Preschool Program 

Our Saviour’s is Making a Difference Through Missions and 

Benevolence Partners at Home and Abroad 



Dinner attendees were able to enjoy a delicious meal featuring traditional Slovak 

Gulas and Slovak Christmas cabbage soup. The evening also included an inspiring 

program about the history of the Center for Christian Education (CCE) and the 

tremendous progress that has been enjoyed, resulting in a complete Lutheran 

Academy. The Lutheran Academy covers grades Pre-K through High School and is 

fully bi-lingual. The program also included wonderful music from the Eagle’s Wings 

Choir, under the direction of Terry Thompson and Chris Brown. The Eagle’s Wings 

Choir will travel to Slovakia in June of 2020. Thank you for your attendance and for 

contributing to the continued growth of the CCE. If you could 

not attend, please consider joining us next January. 

For all who gave donations, we give a great big Thank You!  

If you were unable to attend but would like to donate, you 

can send a check to OSLC, attention Kathy Clolinger. Please 

be sure to write “CCE-Slovakia” on the memo line. You can 

also donate through Realm. Please select “Missions – Ded 

Acct” then type in “Slovakia” in the blank space. This dinner 

has been a tradition at Our Saviour’s since 2010. The dinner 

is designed to raise awareness of our successful Slovakia 

Ministry, allow our partners from Martin the opportunity to 

meet with those who support this ministry, and to say thank 

you through a traditional Slovak meal. We have been 

partners with Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in Nitra and the 

Center for Christian Education in Martin for over 20 years. If 

God moved you to participate in any way with this ministry, 

we thank you!  The next phase in this ministry is to partner 

more closely together on a peer-to-peer basis and do 

ministry together in the world. 

The Academy’s latest fundraising efforts are to finish sports 

fields, additional classrooms, including music and art studios. 

They are trying to provide activities and learning 

opportunities for the students allowing them to put down their 

devices and interact with each other.  Something we could 

all benefit from! 

The Center for Christian Education is a true miracle from 

God. Many students who attend have no faith background. Parents see how happy students are and want to send 

their children to this school. The young students are ministering to their parents and bringing them to church. Because 

of Communism, two generations lost out on sharing God’s love. There is now renewed interest in learning about God. 

The Center operates Pre-school through High School education that is faith-based. We are not alone. Six other 

churches in the U.S. and Europe that support them. Together we can continue to make Miracles happen! Thank you 

for participating in this ministry. 

Slovakia Dinner   
On Saturday, January 18, the annual Slovakia Ministry dinner was held, and 

was a huge success!  Your generosity helped raise $20,000 that will go toward 

the Music Room (named Eagle’s Wings) in the Lutheran Academy. Close to 

$50,000 has been raised to complete this room and more will be needed to add 

the finishing touches—risers, soundproofing, musical instruments, etc. 

“Your generosity helped raise 

$20,000 that will go toward the 

Music Room (named Eagle’s 

Wings) in the Lutheran 

Academy. Close to $50,000 has 

been raised to complete this 

room and more will be needed 

to add the finishing touches—

risers, soundproofing, musical 

instruments, etc.” 

 



Read Across America at Holy 
Family Ministries   
The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you 

learn, the more places you’ll go.  And boy did they go!  Over 23 members from 

Our Saviour’s enjoyed Read Across America Day with Holy Family School 

while reading Dr. Seuss favorites to students. Here’s what a few of them had to 

share: 

“Holy Family School is a 

polished gem nestled in a 

rough neighborhood. The 

school was built in 2008 but 

was so clean and polished 

that it looked brand-new.”         

- Tom Wesche 

“I was impressed by the 

school’s planning and execution 

of the event.  The staff was very 

friendly and informative. The 

mission of the school and its 

achievements with the students’ 

academic success under 

challenging socio-economic 

circumstances is notable.”          

-Alan Russell  

“The school provides a very nurturing 

learning environment. Kindness and 

respect are deeply rooted in its culture. 

It's a very special place.” ~Dick Untch  

“The school is having a positive impact and changing the lives of  the 

children and their families. They are getting a first-rate education in a 

beautiful school.  This is  life-changing for the students, something many 

would likely never have achieved if they were enrolled in the neighborhood  

public school. Our Saviour’s support to Holy Family school is making a 

huge difference in the life of so many children and their families.”                          

- Rosa Lea Danielson 

“The school was amazing.  

The students were so polite.  I 

heard one little one say to his 

friends when there were lots 

of bodies in a tight spot,  

‘Move over here so the old 

people can pass.’ Made me 

laugh, for sure.”                        

- Nancy Beresheim 

“Another inspiring day at Holy 

Family. Those kids are eager 

to learn and very polite. I look 

forward to going again next 

year!”- Lou McClelland  

“The first grader who read to 

me did a beautiful job of 

reading our book.  When she 

had to leave, she thanked me, 

I gave her a hug, and we said 

goodbye. Later as I was 

leaving, her classroom was 

lined up for lunch.  She saw 

me and ran out of the line to 

give me another hug.  It made 

my day.” - Lu Koerper 

 

 

 



Learning more about 
Bishop Curry:  

Yehiel Curry was elected 

June 8, 2019, to serve a six-

year term as bishop of the 

Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). 

Prior to being bishop, Curry 

served as pastor of Shekinah 

Chapel Lutheran Church in 

Riverdale since 2013. He 

served as mission developer 

of Shekinah from 2007 to 

2012. Bishop Curry received 

a Bachelor of Arts from 

Lewis University in 

Romeoville, Illinois, in 1995 

and a Master of Divinity from 

the Lutheran School of 

Theology at Chicago in 2013. 

He and his wife, LaShonda, 

are the parents of three 

daughters.  

A Visit from Bishop Curry   
Our Saviour’s Church was so blessed to be visited 

by Bishop Yehiel Curry on January 11. Bishop 

Curry spoke at the All Congregation Breakfast. 

Bishop Curry also was kind enough to answer 

some questions so we could learn more about him 

and his thoughts for the future! To learn more about 

Bishop Curry, visit the Our Saviour’s website for the 

responses to all the interview questions and a video 

of his speech. 

 

Q: What are the biggest opportunities you see for the current Lutheran 

Church? What areas of opportunity do you intend to focus on in your 

current role as Bishop? 

A: Having lived in the city of Chicago all my life and also having pastored a 

congregation in south suburban Riverdale for 12 years, I have witnessed, first 

hand, a number of differences between urban and suburban contexts. School 

systems, administration, policing, and operations are more contextual than they 

are uniform and can change drastically from one context to another.   

Though our contexts are unique, we are, no doubt, one body made of many 

members. Whether your context is rural, suburban, or urban, your ministry and 

your context is important. It is my vision that you will have the synod’s support.  I 

believe that there is an opportunity for the pairing of city, suburban, and rural 

congregations that is not predicated on finance, but instead co-learning and 

fellowship. We all have a lot to learn from each other.  

About two years ago, the ELCA launched the Church Vitality Conference for 

Mission Developers and their teams, Directors for Evangelical Mission, synod 

vitality teams, and congregation leaders.  At the conference, attendees are 

assigned to a “track” by their DEM based on the communities they serve or are 

interested in serving.  Tracks consist of about five to ten people from similar 

ministries throughout the church. There are distinct tracks for mission 

developers, coaches, churches starting churches, post-modern communities, 

recovery and re-entry ministries, prison churches, and poverty ministries. In 

addition, each of the ethnic-specific communities also sponsors a track. Here, 

attendees learn from other pastors and lay leaders who are doing related work.  

By the end of the three-day conference, attendees have received enough tools 

and training to construct a 90-day plan of action. This model can be duplicated 

throughout our eight conference gatherings, Synod Assembly breakouts, and 

leadership development opportunities within the synod. 

 

“Whether your context is rural, 

suburban, or urban, your 

ministry and your context is 

important. It is my vision that 

you will have the synod’s 

support.  I believe that there is 

an opportunity for the pairing of 

city, suburban, and rural 

congregations that is not 

predicated on finance but 

instead co-learning and 

fellowship. We all have a lot to 

learn from each other.”  

- Bishop Curry 



Learning more about 
Chaplain Leslie Hunter:  

Chaplain Leslie Hunter 

serves as Chaplain at Holy 

Family Ministries. Holy 

Family Ministries provides 

opportunities for children in 

Chicago’s underserved 

neighborhoods to excel 

academically, grow 

spiritually, expand life 

experiences, and become 

effective leaders. Chaplain 

Leslie Hunter previously ran 

a boy’s club in Cabrini Green 

before that housing project 

was closed and is known for 

his creative blending of rap, 

spoken poetry, and short 

stories in communicating the 

message of the Bible. He 

was born and raised in 

Chicago and graduated from 

Concordia University with a 

degree in psychology. 

Chaplain Leslie Hunter 

received the distinguished 

Gutenburg Award in 2019, 

recognizing individuals 

whose life and work have 

contributed to the promotion 

and understanding of the 

Bible. Previous honoree’s 

include Dr. Billy Graham and 

Cardinal Bernardin. 

A Visit from Chaplain Leslie Hunter   
Chaplain Leslie Hunter was a guest 

preacher at Our Saviour’s Church on 

March 1. Chaplain Leslie Hunter also was  

so kind to answer some questions so we 

could learn more about him and his work 

at Holy Family Ministries.  

 

Q: In 2019 you were awarded the Gutenberg Award. This award in previous 

years had been given to Billy Graham and Cardinal Bernardin. What was 

that like to be included with some of the most influential Christian leaders 

in recent times? 

A: Well, of course, I’m honored and extremely humbled to be included in this list.  

These are people who are admired and held in high regard. I’m just doing what 

I’m called to do, and to all of a sudden get a tap on the shoulder.  People have 

noticed . . . it was a “wow” moment for me and a little surreal. 

Q: What is something that you wish more people knew about Holy Family 

Ministries that they don't today? 

A: I don’t think people know that because of the increasingly violent atmosphere 

in neighborhoods where our children live, we see students coming to Holy Family 

School with a variety of behavior and emotional issues. Our staff is trained to 

recognize and respond to trauma and grief.  We help students struggling with 

problems that affect schoolwork, peer relations, and home life. From Peace 

Circles to meditation to meeting with our school counselor, our students receive 

the tools they need to navigate their fears and anxiety – allowing them to better 

focus on their education. 

Q: How does your creative blending of rap, spoken poetry, and short 

stories to communicate the messages of the Bible reach people in a way 

the traditional methods don't? 

A: I love the things mentioned, rap and poetry and storytelling, but I’m passionate 

about making the connection.  I want that “aha” moment and see someone’s 

eyes light up.  Hearing stories as a child – those are the memories and 

messages that stayed with me. We remember stories.  I come from a long line of 

storytellers.  From my grandmother, my dad, and my uncle, I learned that the 

drama of the story helps the message.  What grabbed my attention helped me 

fall in love with storytelling.  What’s from the heart, touches the heart. So when I 

tell a story, I’ll want to provide that “aha” moment for that particular group of 

people in the best way possible. It might be rap, it might be poetry. I might stand 

up, change pace, or provide a moment of silence, whatever the situation needs 

for me to convey the story and make that connection. 

 

“Our staff is trained to 

recognize and respond to 

trauma and grief....our students 

receive the tools they need to 

navigate their fears and anxiety 

– allowing them to better focus 

on their education.”  

- Chaplain Leslie Hunter 

 



Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known during this 
time of Social Distancing   
So wonderful to see everyone’s photos and stories of how they are Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known throughout 

the Quarantine! Thank you to everyone who shared!  How is your family Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known 

during these difficult times? We would love to hear from you! Please share your pictures and quotes with us at 

samanthahood@oursaviours.com. 



Ministry is Still Happening at Our Saviour’s: 

Although we are not physically meeting, we want you to know that ministry 

is very much alive at Our Saviour’s!  

In the upcoming weeks, we will be sharing stories from congregation 

members of how they are Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known during 

this time. We hope you will be inspired by their stories and comforted by the 

smiles of familiar faces. If you would like to share a story about how your 

family is Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known, please send it to 

samanthahood@oursaviours.com. We would enjoy hearing from you and 

sharing your story. 

We plan to continue to bring you virtual Midweek worship, Sunday worship 

via video and will be sending out Weekly Connections electronically on 

Friday. We encourage you to continue to pray with us, be with us in God’s 

Word, by connecting with us through email and social media. 

If you find someone in need of pastoral care, please reach out to Dawn 

DeBoer at dawndeboer@oursaviours.com. 

If you are unable to leave your home but require essential items or groceries, please contact Pastor Emily, and a 

volunteer will try and provide a safe drop off of the things you need to your home. Call 630-281-4233 or email 

pastoremily@oursaviours.com. 

Giving to Support the Ministry at Our Saviour’s  

We want to encourage you to give online or mail in your offering. It is an easy thing to forget during times such as 

this, but it is incredibly important for the ministry that we are called to do together.   

Thank you! 

Thank you for joining us in online worship, thank you for your prayers, thank you for checking in on your church 

friends to see how they are doing and to see if they need anything. We are Church together.  

 

 

 

Ways to Stay 
Connected:  

• Watch Mid-Week and 

Weekend Worship online at 

www.oursaviours.com 

• Check in on your Church 

friends and Ministry teams 

• Let us know how we can 

pray for you and support you 

during this difficult time 

• We encourage you to 

continue to give online or 

through the mail to support 

the ministry 

• Connect with us on social 

media 

• Continue to share your 

stories with how you are 

Knowing Jesus and Making 

Jesus Known 

The Virtual Church   
As you know, the governor and other state officials are urging organizations, 

including churches, to cancel worship to help lower the spread of the COIVD-19. 

Based on CDC guidelines, Our Saviour’s has suspended all worship and other 

ministry activities until further notice.  During this time however, the ministry at 

Our Saviour’s is very much alive!  



Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

815 S. Washington Street 

Naperville, IL 60540 

Phone: (630) 355-2522 

Fax: (630) 355-2553 

Website: www.oursaviours.com 

If you have a story to share about the wonderful work happening here at Our Saviour’s please 

send it to Samantha Hood, Communications Coordinator at samanthahood@oursaviours.com 


