
Our Saviour’s Church has a wonderful partnership in ministry with Loaves & Fishes.  Are you interested in 

volunteering? Please go to loaves-fishes.org and click on "Volunteer" and "New Volunteers."  From there, you will 

establish a volunteer profile and register for an orientation and tour. 

 
How has Loaves & Fishes continued to serve those in need during COVID-19 and worked through obstacles caused 

by the pandemic? 

Loaves & Fishes has long felt that being a “client choice” food pantry was the best operating model. Client families shopped 

for their groceries in our large market which closely resembles a Trader Joes. On March 17, things changed abruptly. That 

was the first day we began to distribute pre-packed boxes of food (non-perishables, fresh fruit and vegetables, meat, eggs, 

milk, and other dairy). The clients drove through our parking lot, popped their trunks, and our volunteers loaded the food. 

This week marks our 12th week of “drive-thru” distribution. On a weekly basis, we continue to provide anywhere from 70-130 

pounds of healthy food to each family we serve. 

The need in our area is greater than ever. Prior to COVID-19, a typical day saw about 200 struggling families shop at L&F 

over the 6 hour distribution (four distributions per week). Now we have 3 days of distribution for only 3 hours each. A couple 

weeks ago we served 435 families – on a Thursday morning! While that was an unusual day, we routinely serve many more 

families than before. 

Our volunteers have had to adapt as well. Distribution shifts that once had 26 volunteers, now have three. Sorting shifts that 

once had 10 volunteers now have two. Volunteer job descriptions have changed dramatically (who knew we would now need 

“box tapers”). Masks are mandatory. Social distancing is required. Our cleaning procedures (already top-notch) have been 

modified. It’s very hard work.  

 

How can people continue to support Loaves & Fishes during COVID-19? 

We need your prayers. Please pray that our prevention practices work and we are able to continue to serve. Pray for the 

strength of the few volunteers who are doing the work of many. Most of all though, please pray for the families we serve.  

They are under an incredible amount of stress, both emotionally and financially. 

Due to our reduced volunteer corps, we are not able to accept physical food donations. However, you may still participate in 

our Virtual Food Drive. Simply visit loaves-fishes.org (Ways to Give) and you will be able to choose the type of food you 

would like to donate. The items we need most appear on the list. Everything from canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, 

oatmeal, to infant items. This list changes regularly as additional products are available to us.  

Another way to help (my favorite), is to make a general donation and trust that your funds will be used wisely.   

 

When will people be able to donate food items to Loaves & Fishes?   

We have very strict limits of how many people may be in the building at one time. Until we are able to safely have more 

volunteers in the building, food donations will be on hold. We are regularly evaluating this though. 

 

What does Phase 3 of Restore Illinois look like for Loaves & Fishes? 

We do not have the physical capacity to serve upwards of 1,200 families in our market each week, so we will continue drive-
thru distribution for the foreseeable future. We are looking into programs like online ordering, and expanding our popular “pop
-up” and mobile markets (currently at  six senior subsidized apartments, and Compass Church in Bolingbrook). This is an 
opportunity to think outside the box and be innovative. 
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