
 

 

Weekly Connections 
 

July 7-14, 2019 

PADS Produces Friendships and Neighbors! 

The first Friday of PADS served up some healthy and colorful salads and veggies, home 

grown by Prairie and Highlands Schools. Elmwood School joins the pack next week!  Thanks 

to our helpful and caring neighbors, guests received a healthy nutritious, delicious meal!  

Thanks to our volunteer teams for serving and leading! 

 

Read more about our neighboring PADS partner, Highlands School and their garden: 

The Highlands School Garden is in its second year. Our primary goal is teach our kids about 

vegetable gardening and to engage them in hands-on charitable endeavors. The primary folks 

who run project are Mr. Jeff Bredfeldt, Dr. Sara Jane Hendren, and myself, Chetan 

Mishra...with a ton of help from our wider school community.  

The students plant seeds in the spring, the student council water the seedlings, and then the 

children do the actual planting before they leave for summer vacation. Mrs. Anne Pradel, a 

kindergarten teacher at our school, and Mrs. Laura Noon, our principal, were absolutely 

instrumental in getting the project off the ground and mentioned to us that they worked with 

PADS through the summer.  And so the partnership began. 

We have a modest sized plot and really tried to use every technique we could to maximize our 

productivity. Our main focus from the beginning was charitable giving, teaching kids how to 

make a positive impact in their own community.  

We reached out to several experts in the community and came up with a plan. We employed 

square foot gardening, succession planting, companion planting, vertical gardening 

techniques, tinkered with various organic fertilizer combinations, organic pest deterrents, built 

customized automatic irrigation systems with rain sensors, anything we could come up with to 

maximize the amount of food we grew for PADS. 

We ask the kids and volunteers to help with the harvesting and direct donation. One 

particularly enterprising parent, Mr Andy Binkowski even started a coding club centered 

around the garden, melding the information about gardening and the techniques we used, with 

coding that info into web pages and hopefully apps down the line.  

We also worked with the Boy Scouts to build a vertical herb rack, the Girl Scouts to do some 

planting, the student council and enjoyed the generous support of the Growing Place, Ace 

Hardware, Costco, Ball Seeds, Walmart, Whole Foods, and Home Depot.  

Lastly, we asked some of the other school gardens, specifically Prairie Elementary and 

Elmwood Elementary to donate some of their summer vegetables as well. They very 

generously agreed. 

There are lots of really amazing, talented, and kind hearted people all decided to row in the 

same direction, coalescing around a common goal: supporting the church’s amazing work in 

our own small way. I’d love to tell you that we had all this planned from the beginning, but 

another way to say serendipity might be grace! We look forward to working with our kids to 

continue supporting Our Saviour’s and PADS. 

Warmest Regards, Dr. Chetan Mishra 

 

#KindnessMatters! #Growingseedsoflove! #Makingadifference! #Homegrownlove! 

#Neighborshelpingneighbors #Helpingpeoplegrow! #KnowingJesusandMakingJesusKnown! 

PADS: Helping people 

obtain a place to call 

home - DuPage 

Pads provides interim 

and permanent housing 

and support services to 

end homelessness.  

Our Saviour’s hosts 

PADS Friday nights/

Saturday mornings, 

July/August, 

Celebration Campus. 

Sign up to serve, visit  

www.oursaviours.com.  



 

  PADS Needs and donations: 

• Men and women summer clothing, sizes Medium, 
Large, XXL to 3X sizes. 

• Jeans and shorts 

• New underwear (all sizes)  

• New and gently used shoes. 

Please Label for PADS, and leave at either Campus. 
Questions?  Please contact Betty Wik at 630-420-8481, 
or Sandy Heinrichs at 630-355-3238. Thank you. 

 

 

Mosaic Choir Music at Worship and a Concert 

All are invited to worship on Saturday, July 20, at 5:00pm 

to hear music by the Mosaic Choir.  

At 8:00pm, there will be a music concert at the our 

Saviour’s Campus. The Mosaic Choir is directed by Mark 

Meyers, a nationally recognized choral director at 

Waubonsie Valley High School. The choir is comprised of 

alumni, some of whom currently work in the music 

business as performers, teachers, and voice 

coaches.  To learn more, contact Terry 

at terrythompson@oursaviours.com.   
 

 

 

Music Ministry "One and Done" 

Sing, Song, Done!  Music Ministries will offer several 

opportunities to sing without the commitment of serving 

for an entire year. Come sing for one service, or several. 

Contact Terry at terrythompson@oursaviours.com.   

Aug 4: Children’s Choir (Incoming Grades 1-5).  Arrive 
at 9:15 at Celebration to rehearse. Sing at 
10:00am. 

Aug 11: Mixed Choir, 9:00am. (Rehearse at 8:20am) 

Air and Road Trip with Pastor Emily! Come along... 

Did you know there are six Lutheran congregations in the 

Holy Land?  Have you ever wanted to go on a Holy Land 

Tour?  Bright Stars of Bethlehem is sponsoring a trip to 

the Holy Land on January 13-23, 2020, with an optional 

extension to Jordan:  January 23-26.  Join Pastor Emily 

and Our Saviour’s Member Ruth Nelson on this life-

changing trip. Learn more at any one of these sessions: 

Wednesday, July 24, at 7:00pm, or on Sunday, July 28, 

at 10:30am, in the Bonhoeffer Conference Room at the 

Our Saviour’s Campus. 

You will travel to Jesus’ boyhood home of Nazareth, visit 

the ancient synagogue and St. Peter’s House at 

Capernaum, and see the actual caves where the Dead 

Sea Scrolls were found. The itinerary includes visiting 

many other sites throughout Bethlehem, Galilee and 

Jerusalem.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor 

Emily at pastoremily@oursaviours.com or Ruth Nelson at 

ruth.nelson@icloud.com. 

 

Help shape the future of the Youth Spring Mission 

Trip! 

Sunday, July 28th at 12:00-2:00pm in the Epiphany 

Room at Our Saviour's Campus 

We are holding a world cafe conversation about the 

youth spring mission trip and we need your voice. We are 

asking past participants, their families, the missions 

team, and others to come together to set the vision of 

future mission trips.  

Our goal will be to create a guiding statement and action 

steps for the 2020 Mission Trip. 

(World Cafe is a method of sharing and collecting ideas 

through dialogue. ) 

 

 

Thank You From the Youth... 

Thank you to all of our volunteers and patrons to make 

the last Ribfest Parking Fundraiser a success! The 

event has been a cherished time for Youth Ministry of 

bonding and skill-building for our youth.   

Rising Senior Jenna Jongsma said, " Working Ribfest 

these past few days has been so much fun. I got to be 

with family and friends and volunteer to raise money 

for [youth ministry]. I learned how to break change for 

large bills and how to give directions."   

mailto:terrythompson@oursaviours.com


 

 
 

 

New Member Gathering (Location Change) 

The new member gathering on Sunday, July 14, at 

11:45am is now being held in the Epiphany Room at the 

Our Saviour’s Campus. 

 

Welcome to the Flock! 

Hey all incoming 6th graders! This summer, you’re 

invited to check out Surge, the confirmation ministry, by 

attending the Jr. High Summer hang-outs! Meet  other 

youth and mentors before Surge starts this fall. Let your 

grandchildren, friends, and neighbors know too!  

July 19 Lion King Premiere 4:00pm Cost $10 

Open to Jr. and Sr. High Youth! Come see Disney's The 

Lion King (PG) on its premiere day at Regal Cantera on 

Diehl Dr.  First Come, first served! Drinks/Snacks on your 

own. We have pre-purchased tickets, RSVP’s required to 

Stephanie (stephanieengel@oursaviours.com).  

Questions? Please contact Stephanie Engel at 

stephanieengel@oursaviours or 630-355-4222.  

 

Senior High Hangouts! 

Incoming 9th graders through outgoing 12th graders. 

• July 19, Lion King Premiere.  Details above. 

• July 28, 6:00-8:00pm: Bowling Tag: Cost $15 Students, 

Friends, and Mentors are invited for a night of bowling 

and laser tag! The cost also includes arcade credit, two 

slices of pizza, and a medium soft drink. Pick up and 

drop off at Main Event: 28248 Diehl Rd, Warrenville, IL  

• August 11, 6:00-8:00pm: Movie Night: Students, 

Friends, and Mentors are invited to join us for pajama 

movie night in the youth room. We will provide hot 

cocoa and popcorn, bring other snacks to share! 

Questions or to sign up, please contact Stephanie Engel 

at stephanieengel@oursaviours.com. 

 

Parents Day Out Fall Openings: 

Come learn and play with us!  Celebration Children’s 

Center has fall openings in our Friday Parents Day Out 

(PDO) program for two-year-olds. Do you have a two-

year-old that you would like to share with us? We would 

love to give you a tour and tell you all about our PDO 

program. It is a great opportunity for your child to gain 

independence and confidence, strengthen social skills 

with peers, and just have a great time at school!  

Call the preschool office today at (630) 281-4300 or 

email Kelly with questions or to set up a tour at 

kellygilligan@oursaviours.com.  

Save the dates! 

We will welcome two guest preachers next month: 

• On August 4, Sarah Swindall will be preaching at the 

8:00am and 10:00am services.   

• On August 11, Pastor Amy Thoren, who works with 

ELCA Campus Ministry at University of Illinois, will be 

preaching at the 9:00am and 10:30am services.   

 

Meal Ministry 

Receiving Meals 

• Are you adding a new member to your family, 

scheduled for surgery, or suffering an illness or a death 

in the family? Please let us know. We would love to 

minister to you and your family through prayer, 

encouragement, and by preparing a meal. When you or 

someone in church has a need, email the team 

at caremeals@oursaviours.com. 

Joining the Meal Ministry Team 

• Would you like to help with meals? Would you like to 

be part of blessing a family? If yes, we would love to 

have you on the Meal Ministry Team. Signing up for the 

Meal Ministry does not obligate you to make a meal, 

but will add you to the Meal Ministry email list. You will 

be notified as needs arrive, and you can choose to 

provide  a meal at a time that is convenient to you. 

Interested? Email at caremeals@oursaviours.com.  

 

 

Employment Opportunity 

Part-time Children's Ministry Coordinator - Coordinate 

the implementation of the strategies for faith formation for 

children and their families with children ages 3 through           

grade 5, with a strong emphasis on building relationships 

among God, children, and community. (20-24 hrs. per 

week).  Resumes and questions can be emailed to: 

childrensministry@oursaviours.com. 

To view job description, go to: 

http://oursaviours.com/home/employment  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers:  

Sandy Hilding and Biff Ahlman 

If you have a pastoral emergency after office hours, 

contact the on-call pastor at (331) 305-4381. 
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FINE ARTS CAMP! Dance, More! 

Dance, Drama, Cooking, Art, Photography, Sewing, Singing, Music, and Puppets!   

Thank you to Terry Thompson and the talented leaders, instructors and shepherds, who provided fun, 

friendships, and leadership to children this last week. 


