
 

 

Weekly Connections 
 January 26 - February 2, 2020 

Our Saviour’s is proud to partner with Feed My Starving Children’s, Feed The Need!™   

Illinois is the largest volunteer coalition of religious, education, civic, corporate and community organizations in the 

Kane/DuPage/Will county area, joining in shared mission to fight the ravages of global hunger. Our Saviour’s is 

honored to be part of this community wide event. 

Last year, over 50 partner organizations and 5,000 volunteers joined forces to pack over 1.3 MILLION life-saving 

meals. This food is shipped by Feed My Starving Children to FMSC partners in over 70 countries, delivering critical 

nutrition to God’s most vulnerable children. Since its founding in 2010, FTN! has provided over 6.5 MILLION MEALS, 

enough to feed nearly 18,000 children a nutritious meal each day for an entire year. 

Come join in and pack with others from surrounding churches and organizations on Feb. 15/16.  Sign-ups are 

available at the registration tables at both campuses, and online at oursaviours.com/happenings/registration. It’s a 

meaningful serving opportunity to gather and pack, feed the need, and Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. 



 

 

Dialogues in Faith  

Sundays, 10:15-11:15am, Our Saviour’s Campus 

Dialogues in Faith offers challenging topics + open 

discussion = deeper faith, community connections and 

relationship with God.  See upcoming topics below. 

 

January 26 

Dialogues in Faith welcomes guest speaker, Dr. Eric 

Kyle, Director of Religious Formation at LSTC. If Christ 

really is “Universal”,  then how might we live this out 

more universally? We will be exploring some of the more 

practical implications of Rohr’s views for our daily life as 

well as our faith community. Our time together will 

include spiritual practices, discussions, and reflections 

with one another. Come ready to see how our lives really 

can be more universally spiritual. 

February 2 

“Oneing - An Alternative Orthodoxy”: Additional thoughts 

on “The Universal Christ” from faith leaders and 

theologians such as Matthew Fox, Michael Dowd, 

Cynthia Bourgeault, Ilia Delio. Facilitated by Fran Huff. 

February 9  - Don’t miss this presentation! 

Guest Speaker, Dr. Ralph Klein, LSTC: Three Powerful 

Psalms in Fresh Translations - Psalm 1 provides an 

introduction to the whole Psalter and asks the reader, 

which would you rather be, a tree or chaff?  Psalm 8 

reminds us that God has an exalted view of the human 

condition—we are a little less than God himself. Psalm 

29 allows us to experience first hand a thunderstorm. 

February 16 

No class. All are invited to Feed the Need Mobilepack at 

North Central College. 

Guest Speaker, Dr. Ralph Klein, LSTC: 
Three Powerful Psalms in               

Fresh Translations

February 9 

10:15 -11:15 a.m.

Fellowship Center

Our Saviour’s Campus 

All are invited! 
Check out Weekly Connections for more details!

Dialogues in Faith 
Challenging topics + open discussion =

deeper faith, community connections 

and relationship with God

Endowment 

An Endowment Fund is a financial asset that grows over 

time as a result of income earned from interest on the 

underlying invested funds. It is a long term asset that 

continues to provide regular income to achieve the 

Church’s mission. The key is that each year only a little of 

the endowment is used, so the remainder is left to grow. 

And over time, as gifts are made to it and the principal 

grows, the Endowment Fund becomes a substantial way 

for us to expand our mission at home and in the world.  

 

If you have any questions regarding Our Saviour’s 

Endowment Fund feel free to contact Kathy Clolinger, 

Accounting Coordinator, kathyclolinger@oursaviours.com. 

mailto:kathyclolinger@oursaviours.com


 

 

Interested in getting connected at Our Saviour’s?  

There are many exciting opportunities available for 

you and your family, some of which are listed below. 

Come Flip Pancakes for Dinner, Shrove Tuesday  

Tuesday, Feb. 25, 5:30-7:00pm, Fellowship Center, 

Our Saviour’s Campus 

Come celebrate and join the fun! Volunteers are needed 

to help flip pancakes, and/or set up the pancake/toppings 

bar. Proceeds will support the Children's Ministry 

opportunities and excursions. Questions? Contact Kim 

Walker at 630-355-4220, or kimwalker@oursaviours.com. 

Youth Auction 

~ Interested in donating to the Youth Auction? Electronic 

items such as Speakers, Headphones, Home 

Security, Game Consoles, Tables, Fitness Trackers 

are a few suggestions...be creative. Check for more ideas 

on the Auction list.   

~ Dishwashers needed for the Youth Auction on March 8. 

Looking for 3-4 people for this team. 

Questions on Youth Auction? Contact Stephanie Engel at 

630-281-4222 or Terry Thompson at 630-281-4231.  

Senior High Lock-In 

Feb.16, 8:00pm-Feb. 17, 9:00am, Celebration Campus 

All High School Youth are invited to a time of fellowship 

and fun! Bring a friend and enjoy time with your peers. 

Late-night snacks and breakfast provided.  

Registration due: Feb. 12, Register on Realm.  

We need parent chaperones! Interested? Contact 

Stephanie Engel at stephanieengel@oursaviours.com.  

Ignition--Prayer Night 

Feb.16 6:00-8:00 pm,  Celebration Campus 

Join us before the lock-in! We will be experimenting with 

different prayer practices that incorporate movement, art, 

and more! Dinner provided. 

 

Active Senior Lunch  

Tuesday January 28, 1:00pm House of Emperor 

Chinese Restaurant, Fox Run Square, 1212 S Naper 

Blvd., Naperville, 630-983-8284 

Invite a friend and join the Active Seniors for a winter 

social lunch at the House Of Emperor. Come stay warm, 

partake of good Chinese food, celebrate the Chinese 

New Year and enjoy fellowship with like-minded friends - 

new and old.  Sign up at the welcome center at the Our 

Saviour’s Campus before Jan. 26. No need to prepay as 

we will have separate checks. Hope to see you there! 

 

Senior Lunch 

Monday, Feb. 3, Noon, Our Saviour’s Campus 

All seniors are invited to enjoy fellowship and lunch at the 

February Senior Lunch.  Homemade meals are provided 

by the fabulous Senior Lunch Volunteer Team. Please 

RSVP by Jan. 30, to front office at 630-355-2522. 

 

Community Event, Thurs., Jan. 30, 8:00am- 4:00pm 

Learn practical ways to promote healing and build 

resilience in your community. All are invited to a special 

gathering at the Chicago Teacher’s Union Foundation, 

1901 W. Carroll Avenue, Chicago. Register at 

faithandresilience.eventbrite.com. Fees are $30; 

Students: $15. Scholarships available. Email Octavia 

Tyson at octavia.tyson@cityofchicago 

 

Get   Connected 

Council Update 

Council elected these members to office: 

--Council Chair:  Glenn Wishnew 

--Treasurer:  Rick Lebeck 

--Secretary:  Graham Brenna 

Council members also include: 

Robyn Carlson, Brett Lindberg, Ruth Nelson, 

Rebecca Cremin, BJ Okel, David Novak, and 

Mike Nulicek.  

Thank you to Steve Spayer and Susan Miller 

for your time served on Council. 

 

 

All men are invited to meet 

Council at the Men’s Breakfast 

on Saturday, Feb. 8,  7:30am, 

Our Saviour’s Campus 



 

 

Our Saviour’s Top Chef 

Saturday, Feb. 22, after the 5:00pm service Fellowship Center, Our Saviour’s Campus.  

What wonderful stories and recipes will be shared at this year’s Top Chef? It could be your story!!  Pull out your best 

recipes or try something new. Whether you’re new to cooking or an experienced chef, all are welcome to compete 

for the 2020 title of Top Chef.  And, if you’re not interested in cooking, come for the tastings and samples, and then 

cast your vote. Proceeds to benefit Holy Family Ministries. Hosted by the Men and Women’s Ministries. All are 

welcome to attend and/or enter. To enter and/or if you have questions, contact Dan Zollner at 

dzollner@dykema.com or Lynn Nulicek at lynnnul@comcast.net. May the best chef win!   

Mark Your Calendars!

Our Saviour’s

Top Chef Returns

Saturday, Feb. 22

Our Saviour’s Campus 

Come to worship, stay for dinner and help 

determine who will be crowned Our Saviour’s

Top Chef at the Chili/Soup Cook off!

Check out Weekly Connections for the details. 

Mission Mozambique! 
 

The Daddy Daughter Dance  

Saturday, Feb. 1, 6:00-8:00pm, Celebration Campus.  

Pearls and Lace is this year’s Daddy Daughter Dance theme, so get ready to 

spend a fun evening with your daughter (niece, granddaughter, etc.) and her 

friends. Make it a party and come with a group.  All are welcome to this festive 

event. All proceeds will benefit Mission Mozambique. Please register at 

oursaviours.com/happenings/registration. Contact: Sara Gmitro at 

saragimitro@gmail.com. 

Mommy Son Hot Wheels Event:  

Saturday, Feb. 29, 10-12 Noon, in the gym at the Celebration Campus.   

Ready, set, go...off to the races with leap year and the infamous Feb. 29 day with a fun morning of races...mommies 

(or grandmas, aunts, sisters) vs. the boys. Registration wins you a free car.  Proceeds to benefit Mission 

Mozambique Ministry.  Register at oursaviours.com/happenings/registration. Questions? Contact Susan Ferguson 

at susandferguson@comcast.net. 

Linnea Banialis, 2019 Top Chef 



 

 

 

 

Heaven’s Best gives rise to Heaven’s Best . . . 
By Linnea Banialis, Harlan Bobb’s caregiver 

Monday morning, February 11, 2019.  Cold, icy, snowy.  A good day to stay 

inside.  Little did anyone know that this week would be the last week of 

Harlan Bobb’s life here on earth and that Wednesday would be the last meal I 

ever make for him.  (Harlan Bobb was a long time member of Our Saviour’s.) 

Heaven’s Best carpet cleaning service arrives for their 9:00 am appointment 

to clean Harlan’s living room carpet.  Harlan, Sassy (his beloved dog) and I 

made our way downstairs to hunker down while the work was being done.  

Harlan read the newspapers, Sassy lay on the couch next to him under her 

blanket and I sat on the other couch pouring through cookbooks to find ideas 

for my entry in the OSLC Top Chef contest.  Harlan’s last journal entry 

Monday night mentioned my search for a recipe to enter in the upcoming 

contest. 

 

After a fashion, Harlan (who likes to be called “grandpa” by his family and me) put down the papers and I put down 

my cookbooks.  “Grandpa, I have four recipe ideas for my Top Chef entry.  One is a chili and the other three are 

soups.  The first one is Chicken and Wild Rice and another one is Bacon Chicken Chowder.”  Grandpa pondered for 

a minute and then said “they both sound good, why don’t you combine them?”  What a brilliant idea! 

 

Wednesday, February 13 saw the second half of Heaven’s Best carpet cleaning service, only this time, they were 

upstairs.  That meant Harlan, Sassy and I could be in our regular places in the living room.  I decided to make the 

Chicken and Wild Rice soup as an experiment in preparation for my entry in the Top Chef competition.  What 

timing…it was now lunchtime, Heaven’s Best was finished and packing up their equipment, and the soup was done.  

Grandpa came to the kitchen table and I poured a ladle of soup into his bowl.  What happened next is how this 

humble soup won the prize of Our Saviour’s 2019 Top Chef award.  If it weren’t for Heaven’s Best carpet cleaning, 

Heaven’s Best Chicken and Wild Rise soup may have never been made. 

 

“How is it grandpa?”  Pause…”well, it’s good”.  “Grandpa, there’s a special ingredient that’s supposed to go in this 

soup.  It’s a shot of very dry sherry.  I brought the bottle but I didn’t put any in.  I didn’t know how you felt about 

alcohol.  Would you like to try some?”  Eyes look up from the bowl, then to the bottle.  “Sure, put some in.”  I add a 

shot, grandpa stirs it around, takes another spoonful.  “Well, that’s better”...long pause and silence.  Eyes turn to me 

once again.  “What could you add to this to…to kick it up a bit?”  “Well grandpa, the recipe did not call for any salt or 

pepper.  Maybe it needs some.  Let’s try that.”  Lifting the salt shaker on the table, I added several shakes to his 

bowl.  Oh what the heck, let’s add some pepper too.  Grandpa once again stirs it all around and takes another 

spoonful.  “Oh that’s better”.  More silence.  “Grandpa, on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being WOW!!, what would you give 

this?”  No answer (I never did get a rating from Harlan).  Instead the next comment from Harlan was...”give me 

another shot of sherry...”  Stirring, stirring. Silence, another spoonful… “Oh, now that’s good!”   

 

That was Harlan’s last meal.  He passed away Sunday, February 17.  When God created Harlan Bobb, He created 

one of Heaven’s Best people.  I’ve named this soup Heaven’s Best Chicken and Wild Rice soup and kicked it up a 

notch or two for entry in the Top Chef Competition.  Thank you to everyone who voted for this soup.  It truly is a 

tribute to a wonderful, wonderful man. 

  



 

 

Eagles Wings and Youth Ministry Present  

The 32
nd

 Annual Youth Auction  
March 8, 4:30-8:00 pm, Celebration Campus  

Si lent  Auct ion,  Raff les ,  Dinner,  Enter ta inment ,  and More !  

 

Tickets on Sale Soon...  

Wednesday, January 29, 7:00pm  at the Our Saviour's campus 

The Weekends of February 1/2 and 8/9 before and after worship services at Our 

Saviour's and Celebration Campuses until tickets sold out. 

$50 Premium Seats 

$35 General Seats                               

$15 Entertainment Only 

Cash, check, CC accepted. 



 

 

The Youth Auction is an annual fundraising event that supports the Youth 

Ministries of Our Saviour’s. While dining, guests are treated to entertainment 

provided by Eagle’s Wings and youth solos and ensembles. Each year the 

Silent and Live Auction raises over $25,000. Funds raised go to support 

various mission trips for the youth including this year: Eagle's Wings Ministry 

Tour in Slovakia, Youth Mission Trip to North Carolina, and local mission 

projects.    

To make our event a night to remember, we need your help! Below are a few ideas for items we would love to 

feature in our Live and Silent Auction.  If you would like to contribute any of the following—or have a great idea to 

share—please contact, Director of Youth Ministry, Stephanie Engel: (630)281-4222 or 

stephanieengel@oursaviours.com 

Food and Drink 

• Restaurant Gift Certificates 

• Catered Meals 

• Chef for an Evening 

• Cooking Lessons 

• Gourmet Food Items 

• Wine, Craft Beers 

• Tasting Parties 

 

Electronics 

• Speakers 

• Headphones 

• Home Security 

• Game Consoles 

• Tables 

• Fitness Trackers 

 

Experiences 

• Vacation Homes/Condos 

• Concert/Theatre Tickets 

• Sports Tickets 

• Round of Golf 

• Paint Parties 

• Travel Vouchers 

• Museum/Zoo Tickets 

 

Other 

• Sports Equipment 

• Memorabilia 

• Gym Membership/Classes 

• Art 

• Health and Beauty Items/Services 

• Child Care or Maid Services 

Auction Wish List 



 

 

Interested in getting to know the Bible, other members, or meet 

new friends? Now is the time to join a small group,  and enjoy 

some great faith discussions. There are a variety of groups to 

choose from, just waiting to welcome you.  

For more information on times and locations, please contact Pastor 

Emily at 630-355-2522 or at pastoremily@oursaviours.com. 

 

• Midday Moms Group - Once a month, typically Thursday mornings 

Join fellow moms as we spend time getting to know each other and supporting each other. We'll explore creating 

meaning while bonding over living similar yet unique life circumstances. Bring yourself and your eagerness to be in 

learning community with others.  

• Friday Morning Moms Group - 9:30am, Fridays, Weekly: Join fellow moms as we spend time getting to know 

each other and supporting each other. We'll be reading the book "Fervent" while bonding over living similar yet 

unique life circumstances. Bring yourself and your eagerness to be in learning community with others. 

• Seniors Group - 2:30pm, Tuesdays, Once a month: Join fellow seniors as they spend time getting to know each 

other, supporting each other, and having faith-filled conversations. The group meets monthly on Tuesday around 

conversation about the Apostles’ Creed. 

• Young Couples with Kids Small Group - Saturdays, Once a month: Join fellow couples as they spend time 

getting to know each other, supporting each other, and having faith-filled conversations. The group meets monthly 

on Saturdays around sharing meals and quality time together (times to be coordinated by the group). Children are 

welcome for a playgroup environment. 

• Friday Morning Men’s Group - 6:00am, Friday mornings, Celebration Campus: Come for the coffee, stay for 

the discussion and fellowship. 

• Tuesday Morning Bible Study, 9:30am, Advent Room, Our Saviour’s Campus: Come as you can, no RSVP 

needed. Hope to see you there! 

Holy Family School 

Monday, March 2 

Session 1:  

9:00am coffee, 9:30am 

start 

Session 2:  

12:00pm coffee, 12:30pm start 

Holy Family Ministries Center, Chicago 

Come enjoy a morning with Holy Family School and 

students as they celebrate Read Across America. It’s a 

great day to wear a Dr. Seuss hat and celebrate Dr. 

Seuss Day.  Holy Family School will provide tours, 

refreshments and coffee.  

Last year, 16 people from Our Saviour’s attended and 

had a wonderful day.  This year, we will once again 

meet at church and carpool, or if you prefer you can 

drive separately.  Questions? Contact Jan Dusek at 

jandusek@comcast.net. You are welcome to attend 

either session or both. Hope you can come join the fun. 

Thank you for your service and involvement! 


