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Fall 2019 QUARTERLY 

Connections 

Our Saviour’s Women’s 

Ministry enjoyed an evening out 

at Pinot’s Palette. 40 women 

came together to create, paint, 

enjoy fellowship, and have 

some fun. 
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"As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love..."  

(Colossians 3:12, 14a) 

 

What's really important?  We often get confused about that.  Is it really important that my team wins?  

Sometimes it feels like it.  Is it really important that I have the right clothes, the right car, the right home?  I 

certainly act like it at times.  But what's really important? 

 

Ruth and I were spending a couple of days away when I got word that my Aunt Carolyn had died.  Aunt 

Carolyn, my mom's sister, who used to spend each Christmas with us.  Aunt Carolyn, who used to live in 

Switzerland and brought us cool gifts when we were kids.  And now, word that she had died.  For me, that 

kind of news brings into focus what really matters, what's really important. 

 

In Colossians 3, we read:  "As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved..."  Especially when life brings 

challenges, it is good news to know that God chooses us, that God sets us apart, that God loves us.  God 

loves you in good times and bad, in joy and struggle, in pain and joy.  Nothing can ever change God's love for 

you.   

 

What is our response to God's love?  "Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 

patience...and love."  What's really important?  Not how we look on the outside, but how we act, how we live, 

how we love.   

 

What's really important?  Faced with the reality that life doesn't last forever, I'm reminded that what really 

matters is to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known, clothed with God's love and reflecting that love to the 

world. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Gerike 

What’s Really Important? 
Written by John Gerike, Senior Pastor 

Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known 
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For the church, it is a new school (faith formation) programming year, and there’s energy tied 

to new students, new teachers, programs, etc. For each of us individually, it’s a time to 

consider new habits or disciplines to further our faith walk. As a community, there is renewed 

energy around, defining opportunities to strengthen our relationships and to expand our 

impact in the community. A new beginning.  

Entering the new programming year, we reflect on the changes that have occurred with the way we staff and 

support the operations of the church. Guided by the principle of “staffing the church as if we were starting 

from scratch” we have arrived at a good place financially – living within our means, minimizing costs of 

operation, transitioning from a staff-led model to a staff-layperson partnership model. Thanks to the 

generosity of the community, debt has been repaid to the point where we expect to soon celebrate reducing 

the outstanding principal balance to less than $1 million. At the same time, we are close to having a good 

perspective on the capital repair needs of our two campuses, enabling us to manage and care for the needs 

of our physical assets. 

It’s a new beginning. The formal “Debt Free to Be…” campaigns have concluded as we’ve repaid debt to the 

point where the monthly payment has been absorbed into the operating budget of the church. Capital repairs 

have been prioritized and planned to occur at a pace that should allow us to draw against, and partially 

rebuild, capital reserves. We’re no longer promoting giving to respond to our needs. We’re now advocating 

giving to respond to the needs of the broader community – getting back in alignment with our core mission – 

Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus Known, in a way that helps us increase our impact. 

In last year’s stewardship campaign we introduced the idea of allocating the total incremental pledge 

commitments to specific areas rather than having dollars flow into the general operating fund. You may recall 

we set percentage allocations to the following categories – missions, debt reduction, reserves, building 

repairs and programs. Our community responded to this campaign by pledging an incremental $100,000 

which was allocated as follows: 25% Missions and Programming; 35% Mortgage and Building; 40% 

Reserves.  

Our intent is to migrate in future years to an allocation model that further escalates the percentage given to 

missions and programming, areas in which we can actively see God’s work in action. Stay tuned for future 

communications announcing our selected allocations with this year’s campaign. 

So how can you help? (1) Attend one of the forums offered this fall to hear the plan and address any 

questions you may have.  (2)  Prayerfully consider an increase in your current giving, and (3) Commit to start 

this new level of giving electronically effective January 1, 2020. If you are not currently giving on a regular 

basis, commit to do so. If you are currently giving regularly, consider increasing the amount of your regular 

gift. If you think of your giving in terms of a percentage of your income, consider increasing your gift by 1% of 

your income. 

Prayerfully consider the guidance offered by Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:12: If the willingness is there, the 

gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  

Also, remember from Mark 6:30-44 the story of five loaves and two fish (feeding of the 5,000).  

A New Beginning 
Written by Steve Spayer, Council Chair 

The impact of our giving as a community will be multiplied  

through the work of God. 



4 

Three years ago, in July, Anne Wentz and Lee Thomsen provided a 

welcome pack to Klovirt Al Nar and his family as they flew into 

O’Hare.  Since then, Klovirt has gone from a single suitcase each for 

himself, wife, and four children, to a steady job and buying a home in 

Winfield. They are a true success story.  

Fleeing war and religious persecution in the Sudan, Klovirt, his wife 

Raga, and oldest sons Rikson and Larson, lived for 15 years an 

Egyptian refugee camp. Two additional children were born there. 

Because of his excellent English, he earned money providing 

translations to the US Consulate. His English made resettling in 

America a dream goal.  Upon arrival, Anne and Lee helped them 

settle in a two-bedroom apartment sponsored by World Relief. Klovirt 

learned to drive and quickly got a job working sorting mail.  From 

there, he worked for Lenze America doing parts inventory, shipping 

and receiving, and now works for a Dreisilker Electric refurbishing 

motors. Each job was a move up the economic ladder.  Klovirt has 

also repaid the original $5,224 cost to fly his family here.   After 

staying home one year to help the children adjust, Raga now works 

in meat processing.   

The initial support of Our Saviour’s, World Relief, and Naperville 

Cares, was essential to their success. Klovirt took every acclimation 

class offered by World Relief and courses at College of DuPage. 

Raga took English as a Second Language classes four days a week 

during her first year and continues classes through today. She and son Rickson also learned to drive. While 

at West Chicago High School, Rickson excelled in cross country and worked at Taco Bell/KFC. He was 

quickly promoted to cashier and store closer.  Because of his cross-country abilities, he has received a full-

ride athletic scholarship to Silver Lake College in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  He would like to be a pilot. Son 

Larson is also at Wheaton North High school and is working at a local restaurant. Son Daty and daughter 

Nany are in 7th and 4th grades, respectively, in Winfield schools and doing well.  They are all active members 

of their local church.   

After living in the camp for 15 years and a two-bedroom apartment for three years, buying a home has been a 

life goal for Klovirt and Raga.  By participating in the financial education and home ownership prep programs 

of HOMEDuPage, Klovirt and Raga were able to save the down payment needed and closed on their home in 

September.  They are ecstatic. Lee and others helped move donated furniture into the home. During their 

stay here, the Al Nar family has repeatedly demonstrated their resourcefulness and hard-working attitude.  

Lee and others have come to know and appreciate them as friends.  

Our Saviour’s will continue to work with World Relief and other refugee families. We recently learned of the 

services offered through the Aurora office. While most of our interactions with families have been in the 

Wheaton, Carol Stream, and West Chicago area, Aurora is closer to Our Saviour’s and is home to many of 

our congregants. There are families there with the same needs that Klovirt and Raga had. They have the 

same potential. Over the next several months, the Our Saviour’s Refugee ministry team will be sharing ways 

in which you can help families through both World Relief offices.  If you are curious or wish to volunteer, 

please reach out to the team at Refugees@OSLC.org.  

 

A Refugee Success Story 
Written by Jim Bono 

Klovirt and Raga Al Nar (left and right) 
celebrate after closing on their home. 

Klovirt and three of his children pose after 
moving into their home in September. 

mailto:Refugees@OSLC.org
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Shortly after Les and I returned from a Food in Action trip to the 

Dominican Republic in February, we started thinking about how we 

would like to celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary this year. We sat 

down and made a list of criteria for the celebration: 

-Include all our friends and family who have supported us through the 

years 

-Not making this about receiving gifts (We have what we need.) 

-Keeping it casual (Like us!) 

-Making it fun! 

And what's more fun than packing meals with your loved ones at Feed 

My Starving Children?! We knew that despite our protestations, many 

of our friends would want to give us a gift. Just having come from the 

D.R., we knew exactly where those gifts could go! 

On August 10,  we had 100 guests come to the Aurora warehouse to 

join us in packing meals. We handed out nametags and made 

donation envelopes available to those who wanted them. In our 

multigenerational group, more than half the people were new to 

FMSC. A great time was had by all, whether scooping, weighing, 

boxing, or putting on labels.  

When all was said and done, our group donated over $4,200! They 

paid for 17,638 meals, feeding 48 children one nutritious meal each 

day for an entire year! We couldn't have hoped for a better way to 

celebrate! 

‘We Couldn't Have Hoped For a Better Way to Celebrate!’ 
Written by Les and Laurie May 
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On Aug. 17, a group of 18 people from Our Saviour’s took off on an 

adventure to the wilderness of Holden Village, high in the Cascade 

Mountains of Washington. Just getting there is part of the adventure:  

airplane, rental vans, overnight stay, and up the next morning to 

catch a ferry on Lake Chelan.  After 2 ½ hours on the ferry, we 

disembarked, got onto a couple school buses, made the 10-mile trek 

up the mountain, and 30 hours later we arrived at Holden Village. 

 Holden is truly a “place set apart” and is one of the most remote, 

continuously inhabited places in the continental United States.  There 

is no cell phone service and only spotty internet access. Marcia 

Patterson said what impacted her most “was the absence of worldly 

distractions.  Sitting quietly and watching a ground squirrel eat a 

spray of lavender, observing the beautiful mountains around the 

Village, reading a book, sharing with another member of our group, 

and the freedom to do nothing are soul-soothing and hard to come by 

at home.” 

Originally a copper mining village in the first half of the 20th century, 

Holden is a place to revel in the majesty of God’s creation. “The 

peace and tranquility of Holden was soul cleansing, a chance to 

simply visit with friends, attend Vespers, experience nature (including 

the devastating forest fire remnants), and enjoy the beauty of 

sunrises, sunsets, and the stars in the heavens,” said Kay Henrich.  

We stayed in the old miner lodges, ate in the dining hall, and had 

Vespers in the old gym. The food is mainly vegetarian but delicious.  

The Village offers something for everyone: Bible studies, art lessons 

of all kinds, interpretive learning discussions, hiking, or sitting on the 

porch to read a book. Some of the most interesting sessions were offered by a woman who grew up in the 

village when her father was a miner; it was so interesting to hear about life during that time. And don’t forget 

the ice cream, which some of us scooped for the whole camp!    

All around us we saw the results of the 2017 Wolverine fire, which spread right up to the village buildings, and 

the work done during the mine remediation to restore the land and creeks. But on every hike we took, we 

found signs of new life in both the forest and the water. God is good, and life is renewed. 

Holden Village is a small community with wide arms, and while remote, it is still a vital part of the world at 

large and has much to teach us.  Many of us returned home with a new perspective.  Laurie May said, “On a 

personal level, I know that I have become strongly aware of my own impact on the earth and the wastefulness 

that we have all come to regard as normal. I’m also more aware of what goes into my body. The meals at 

Holden were delicious, and they were all made from identifiable, and whenever possible, locally sourced 

ingredients. If we all followed “The Holden Diet,” our bodies and the earth would be in better shape!”                                           

It was a fabulous week of living in God’s creation, and we all brought home memories to last until the next 

time! 

‘A Place to Revel in the Majesty of God’s Creation’ 
Written by Kris Reenstjerna  
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Faith, Health and Connections:  Relationships Matter 
Written by Elizabeth Pector, MD 

Active participation at Our Saviour’s can play an important 

role in members’ physical and mental health. Recent 

research reveals that social connectedness and religious 

activity promote well-being in many, including seniors, 

minorities, and youth. Indeed, Christian religious orders 

and churches have been intimately involved in health care 

for centuries, constructing early hospitals and developing 

the nursing profession. Separation of religion and health is 

a recent trend. 

Social connectedness, as defined by O’Rourke and Sidani 

in a 2017 geriatric nursing journal, is the opposite of 

loneliness: an assessment of the extent of a person’s meaningful, close, and constructive relationships with 

individuals, groups, and society. Social connectedness includes caring about others and feeling cared about 

by others, and also feeling that one belongs to a group or community.  

Bearing in mind these positive elements of social connections, it’s been shown that active participation in a 

faith community, rather than mere religious belief, is more likely to result in feeling social support. Positive 

experiences of religious social support were associated with less depression or alcohol abuse in a 2016 

study, and another recent study showed less opioid use in seniors who were religiously active.  

Our younger members benefit from social connections and taking part in church programs, too. Contrary to 

what one might expect, a study published last month revealed that the more socially connected Taiwanese 

students were, the less likely they were to suffer insomnia.  

A 2014 survey of nearly 5,000 Czech adolescents found that youth who were both spiritual and religiously 

active spent less screen time with TV and video games. They were more active in their spare time and more 

often engaged in at least one organized activity. I recall how valuable support was from a Christian youth 

group way back during my high school years, and a generation later, my sons found close, nonjudgmental 

friendships in Our Saviour’s Surge, Ignition, and Eagle’s Wings. 

Harold Koenig stated in a 2003 medical journal that members of religious congregations are more likely than 

non-religious persons to follow recommended health screening advice and practice healthful habits. 

Moreover, educational outreach by parish nurses to over 300 members of 17 faith communities increased 

completion of advance directives, (health care power of attorney) from the typical 15-20% baseline to as high 

as 50% in some congregations. An estimated two-thirds of all Americans were involved in a faith community 

in the early 2000s. Koenig noted that public health experts were starting to involve faith communities in 

disease screening, access to services, and health care planning.  Some Our Saviour’s members may 

remember our past fall health clinics to assist the under-resourced. 

As many Our Saviour’s members can attest, participation in our congregation’s ministries and social and 

learning opportunities directly benefits many lives and boosts our own well-being. We love others and are 

loved in return, thus fulfilling Jesus’s commandment to love others as we love ourselves. As we share God’s 

love in reaching out to others, His love returns to us, multiplied through those we help. 

Relationships Matter 
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Is the verdict final? Are church choirs going the way of pay phones and Blockbuster video stores? The 

evidence seems pretty convincing. . .From 1998 to 2012, 21% of evangelical churches and 40% of mainline 

churches stopped using choirs regularly in worship (according to the most recent National Congregational 

Study). 

That said, of the 200,000 evangelical and mainline Protestant churches in North America, 35% of evangelical 

congregations and 37% of mainline churches continue to use choirs—a total of approximately 70,000 

churches. That’s still a lot of folks who believe in the critical importance of church choir in their worship 

services. As an attorney, I’m trained to prepare arguments and present evidence. Ladies and gentlemen of 

the jury, here are seven reasons a choir can be vital to your church. 

Choirs are biblical.  It’s easy to miss, but the Book of Psalms is filled with detailed notes to the music director 

explaining the style, the melody, and the occasion of a particular song. Old Testament worship was led by 

great numbers of trained singers and musicians. And the Psalms were the hymnal of the New Testament 

church. 

Choirs encourage excellence in worship. A choir rarely performs “off the cuff.” Rather, the director spends 

time and resources finding the perfect arrangement of the perfect song. Then, the director spends time 

rehearsing singers and musicians to perform the song with beauty and precision...A practiced choir 

encourages a sense of awe and reverence through their excellence and preparation. 

Choirs can inspire and lead worship. …a choir (or worship band) can lead your congregation to worship in 

Spirit and in truth. 

How Choir Programs are Vital for the Church 
Excerpts from blog by Vince Wilcox 
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Choirs celebrate the human voice. There is something extraordinary about hearing a group of practiced 

singers use their God-given instruments to worship their Creator. I remember the first time I ever heard a 

gospel mass choir. About ten seconds after they started singing, every hair on my head stood up. I had goose 

bumps on my goose bumps. Their rich, passionate voices touched something deep within us. And in doing 

so, they connected our hearts to our Father’s. 

Choirs can be redemptive communities. A healthy choir affirms all it’s members. A choir can be a 

redemptive community where all the imperfect parts of the Body of Christ are cherished—especially when 

someone is going through a tough time. A choir is a place where you belong, where you are missed when 

you’re not there, and where you can contribute your modest talent so that the whole can be greater than the 

sum of its parts. 

Choirs make us work together. Choirs can help cure the disease of self-centeredness. To succeed, we 

must yield ourselves to one another. We must listen to each other. We must follow the leader’s direction. 

Looking away for even a moment can be embarrassing. Straying from the notes can be disastrous. Choirs 

teach us mutuality and submission within the context of an endeavor greater than ourselves. 

Choirs can encourage musical diversity. Most “choir folks” are more musically diverse than you’d think. 

They appreciate lots of different styles of music because—somewhere along the way—they had a choir 

director who made them sing a hymn in German or an early American folksong or an a cappella arrangement 

of a pop song from the radio.  

…The Church is bigger than one style, and making a choir part of your worship experience can help your 

congregation resist the temptation of homogeneity. And in closing... 

And so, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I close by appealing to the witness of Scripture, to the majestic 

power of disciplined voices in song, to the spiritual benefit of being part of a redemptive community, and to 

the richness that comes from diversity in worship.  I ask that you render a verdict in favor of the importance of 

church choir program in your local church…Celebrate your choir every time they sing! 

Vince Wilcox is general manager of Discover Worship, an online music subscription service. 

Looking for more information on how to get involved in the choirs at Our Saviour’s?  Please contact : 

Terry Thompson 630-281-4231 or terrythompson@oursaviours.com, or 

Chris Brown at 630-281-4241, or chrisbrown@oursaviours.com. 
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When family members and others visit the columbarium at the Our 

Saviour’s Campus, they have a beautiful place to sit, meditate,and reflect 

on the lives of their loved ones.  

The two custom-made benches that face the columbarium are cushioned 

with needlepoint communion kneelers that once adorned the worship 

space at Our Saviour’s. 

The kneelers had originally been created for use with the communion rail 

in the sanctuary. But after the rail was taken down, the cushions were 

removed and stored on shelves in the hallway across from the Bach 

Room. 

“These kneelers had been made with the love, dedication, and passion to 

help beautify the sanctity of our weekly communion experience,” recalled 

Tom Dusek, who is a member of Our Saviour’s Memorial Gifts Committee. 

“After they were removed, they were destined to sit on a shelf and gather 

dust.” 

For several years, there had been a desire to determine how the kneelers 

could be displayed and used. 

“Finally, the idea of using them to make benches seemed to make a lot of 

sense,” Tom said. “Using them in this manner would show off the beautiful 

needle-point work, and they would also be useful.” 

After looking at many commercially available benches, it was decided that 

none of them would meet the need as well as a custom-made bench 

would.  In August 2018, they commissioned Our Saviour’s member, Tim 

Reidy, to construct the benches. 

Tim, who had previously shared his gifts 

of carpentry and wood working with Our 

Saviour’s by building the prayer wall, 

welcome station and columbarium, came 

up with the idea of creating the benches 

to match the columbarium woodwork and 

design. 

He completed the benches in May 2019. 

“The benches make a great visual addition the columbarium area and 

provide additional seating. The cushions look amazing,” Tom said. 

The kneelers and memorial benches have been made possible thanks to 
the generosity of those who have made memorial gifts to Our Saviour’s.   

f you would like to learn how you, too, can make a memorial gift, contact 
the church office at 630-355-2522. 

Memorial Gifts Bless the Congregation 
Written by Cindy Novak 

Tim Reidy shared his carpentry 

and woodworking skills to help 

make the benches a reality. 
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Volunteers from Our Saviour’s and the greater 

community came together on Fridays and 

Saturdays throughout July and August to make 

PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) at the 

Celebration Campus a warm and welcoming place 

for guests. 

“Every person had an important role,” Pastor Brian 

said. “They greeted guests and helped them find a 

spot and feel comfortable. Every weekend, it took 

many hands to welcome our PADs guests, and 

every weekend God blessed us with incredible 

teens and adults willing to say yes.” 

Children, too, helped by setting up beds and 

chairs, making sandwiches, and creating 

placemats and cards.  “There was a lot to do, and we loved having the children serve with us,” Pastor Brian 

said.  “It was a great learning and service experience for them.” 

Volunteers showed hospitality to guests in many ways, including serving delicious dinners and breakfasts 

made from scratch, praying with and offering communion to guests, and distributing donated clothing, 

toiletries, and goods.  

A direct response to the Gospel Call 

“Offering our worship space as a temporary home for 

those in need was a direct response to the Gospel Call to 

invite strangers in and to give them something to eat and 

drink,” Pastor Brian said. “Being in the same space as 

our guests, we were telling them, ‘We love you, and God 

loves you.’ We prayed that our space gave them the 

opportunity to rest and know that God and God's people 

were watching over them.” 

“Our church is Holy Ground,” Pastor Brian added. “We 

worship at Celebration, the preschool plays there, MEGA 

Garage Sale serves there, and PADS opens its doors 

there. Why do we host DuPage PADS? Because when 

we do any of these things, we entertain angels.”  

 

Entertaining Angels 

“Many felt very welcomed when they came here. They have shared that our 
space felt genuine and authentic.” ~ Pastor Brian 

Pastor Brian and volunteers pray over the beds they made 

for DuPage Pads .  Each Friday throughout July and 

August, volunteers of all ages worked together to make 

DuPage Pads a welcoming place for guests.   

Warren McKinney, who was on the cooking team 

for PADS, has become known for his famous 

meatloaf. Guests have commented on how PADs 

at Celebration offers a special touch....that 

homecooked love...that makes their stay just a little 

more comforting. 
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The 15th school year kicked off on Tuesday, September 3, and we welcomed 275 

children through our doors! Sneak Peek Open House, complete with donuts from a Donut 

Truck, welcomed children back to meet teachers and see their classrooms. 

We held our blessing of the tote bags during the September monthly Children’s Chapel in 

the gym. All the children wore their bright yellow Children’s Center spirit tee-shirts and brought their blue tote 

bags to chapel to be blessed.  Parents and grandparents joined the fun and shared this worship experience 

led by Pastor Brian and Ms. Kelly. Each month, we will offer an opportunity for families to come and 

participate in Children’s Chapel with their preschooler. In October, we will have Children’s Chapel outdoors in 

our Pumpkin Patch! 

 Fall is such an exciting time in the school year as the preschool children make new friends, and parents also 

make new connections. We have many plans for fellowship opportunities including: Just for Parents Night, 

Fall Dad’s Night, and Pumpkin Patch Chapel, too! Connections are so important, and we are here not only to 

teach the children, but also to serve the families and help them to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known! This 

month our Bible verse is “The Lord is good to all.” Psalm 145:9.    

God bless our 15th school year! 

The 15th School Year Begins! 
Written by Kelly Gilligan, Director of the Celebration Children’s Center 
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Celebration Children’s Center Reaches Milestone 
It didn’t take long for Nicole Anderson to find the perfect 

preschool for her children.  “When I began thinking about 

preschools, the biggest requirement for me was that it had a 

loving, caring environment,” she said.  

Nicole found just what she was looking for after walking through 

the doors of Celebration Children’s Center Preschool. It was the 

first and only preschool she needed to visit. 

“The teachers at Celebration do such a great job of loving, 

nurturing, and educating all students,” she said. “The teachers 

radiate kindness and help children navigate their friendships. Some of the fundamental social skills the 

teachers teach benefit the children for their entire life. I feel so blessed that they are learning and practicing 

these skills at such a loving and faith-filled school. We have been beyond lucky with all the teachers we have 

experienced at Celebration.” 

Celebration Children’s Center Preschool, located at 919 S. Washington Street, Naperville, is a ministry of Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  

The preschool is beginning its 15th school year.  And since opening its doors in September, 2005, many 

parents, like Nicole, have chosen Celebration as a preschool home for their children. The school provides a 

wide array of early childhood programs, including half-day and extended-day preschool programs, Parents’ 

Day Out programs, pre-kindergarten, weekly enrichment classes, music classes, STEM classes, and more. 

Celebration Children’s Center has grown from three preschool classrooms with 10-12 students in each class, 

to seven classrooms with 16-18 students and two teachers in each class today.  Celebration has a staff of 28 

that serves 186 families whose children fill 275 spots. 

“We welcome families from all races and religious denominations,” said Kelly Gilligan, Director.  “God’s world 

is beautiful because of its many different colors, and we welcome the same diversity in our children and their 

families.” 

Brian Wise, associate pastor of outreach at Our Saviour’s, fought back tears when he dropped off his son, 

Wesley, for the first time at Celebration. “Now Wesley gets excited when waiting in the drop-off line,” Pastor 

Brian said. “He loves his teacher, shows us his yoga moves, sings songs, and tells us lots of stories about his 

new friends. This is a big first for our family and many other families who are attending. What I love is how we 

arrange play dates, sit near each other at church, and strangers become friends.” 

Celebration Children’s Center Preschool meets the educational needs of young children and helps prepare 

them for kindergarten and beyond, Gilligan said.  

“The importance of early childhood education can't be overstated. A child's early years are the foundation for 

his or her future development, providing a strong base for lifelong learning, including cognitive, social, 

emotional and physical development.” 

“Attending Celebration has greatly influenced our children’s lives,” Nicole said. “They 

have been so academically well prepared for kindergarten, but more than that they 

have had a kind, loving, and faith-filled start to their educational lives. I can only hope 

this kind of atmosphere is something they find more of in their future.” 

To learn more about Celebration Children’s Center Preschool, call 630.281.4300 or 

visit www.celebrationchildrenscenter.com.  

 



14 

Pastor Brian and volunteers pray over the beds they made for 

DuPage Pads .  Each Friday throughout July and August, 

volunteers of all ages work together to make DuPage Pads a 

welcoming place for guests.   

Baby Care 2019 is a Wrap! 

As part of “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Weekend, children, youth, and adults assembled 1,050 baby care kits 

for distribution through Lutheran World Relief. The event, which took place September 7-8 at both campuses, 

provided the opportunity to enjoy fellowship and serve the youngest in need. 

Participants folded towels and diapers, and went from table to table picking up kit components that included   

t-shirts, onesies, sleepers, blankets, cloth diapers, baby cap, and bars of soap. Thank you to all who served!   

Ongoing service opportunity 

Baby Care: Serves the youngest in need by collecting and distributing gently used clothing and other 

essentials to under-resourced babies for distribution through Lutheran World Relief and other organizations. 

You can donate gently loved baby clothing, sizes 0-2T, at our clothing drop-off areas, located at both 

campuses.  For more information, email:  babycare@oursaviours. 
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Early Childhood Ministry 
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of God belongs.’”   ~ Mark 10:14  

Early Childhood Ministry at Our Saviour’s provides a faithful 

foundation for the littlest ones in our congregation while 

maintaining a supportive community for parents raising their 

babies and toddlers, ages 0-3 years.  

Our Saviour’s walks beside parents to develop faith rituals and 

traditions while their children are little and can be shaped by these 

experiences.  Teaching children about faith from a very early age 

helps to strengthen their faith foundations as they grow.  As 

children are developing, experiencing faith rituals, traditions and 

worship help to shape their foundations and understanding of 

Jesus. 

Love working with babies and toddlers? There are opportunities to 

help in the nursery, as a baptism host and with the baptism 

workshops.  For more information about getting your child baptized or how you can help support the Early 

Childhood Ministry, please contact Pastor Emily at pastoremily@oursaviours.com, or at  630-281-4233. 

 

Interested in meeting new people, learning new skills, and serving  

your faith community? Join a ministry or mission team and  

see where God leads you!  
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Children’s Ministry 
“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind 
them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates.”  ~Deuteronomy 6: 6-9  

For more information on how to get connected to the Children’s Ministry, contact Kim Walker at 

kimwalker@oursaviours.com or 630-281-4220. 

At the baptism of a child, family members and the congregation 

make promises to raise their children in the Christian faith. 

Children’s Ministry offers many ways for parents and their 

children, ages three through 5th grade, to explore their faith and 

to engage in the faith family at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.   
 

Our Saviour’s supports families by providing opportunities to 

know God, to develop faith practices, and to live out their faith in 

service to others.   
 

We do this by 

• Encouraging and affirming children and family involvement in 

this community of faith. 

• Equipping children and their families with a strong foundation 

of Bible stories. 

• Empowering children and their families to respond to God’s 

love by serving others. 
 

Parents play the most important role in the faith formation of their 

children.  Our Saviour’s supports families by providing 

opportunities to know God, to develop faith practices, and to live 

out their faith in service to others. 

Programs offered for children: 

• Sunday School 

• Summer Camps 

• Choirs 

• Stepping Stones Classes 

• First Communion 

• Vacation Bible School 

• Cross Walk 

• 5th Grade Human Sexuality Class 

• Addictive Disease Awareness Classes for 3rd and 4th 

Graders taught by nurse, Dawn DeBoer 
 

Looking for ways to serve within the Children’s Ministry area? 

There are many opportunities for adults to get involved including 

teach or assist with Sunday School, gathering materials for 

Sunday School during the week, assist with Vacation Bible 

School and help with special events like the Cross Walk.  
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The Junior High Ministry at Our Saviour’s is focused on educating our youth to learn what it means to belong 

to a community of faith.  This journey of spiritual growth brings the students to their Confirmation at the end of 

their eighth-grade year. 

Surge is a three-year Confirmation program.  We use life application, activities, and, most of all, small group 

dialogue to dive into the topics of each week.   

Students not only grow in their faith through studying the Bible and the Catechism, but they also learn to find 

unique expressions of faith through an assortment of ministry opportunities, including trips, music, leadership, 

and service.   

The main goal of Junior High Ministry is to grow young Christian leaders who passionately live out their faith, 

lovingly share the good news, and selflessly make a significant difference in the lives of others. 

Programs offered: 

• Surge (Confirmation) 

• Retreats 

• Praise Express/Percussion 

• Mission Trip 

• Summer Hangouts 

Junior High Ministry 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and truth.”  ~ 1 John 3:18 

Looking to get your Junior High student involved at Our Saviour’s? Or ways to support the Junior 

Hight students? Contact Stephanie Engel at stephanieengel@oursaviours.com, or 630-281-4222 . 



18 

High School Ministry 

“I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Who shall I send? And who will go for us?”  

And I said, “Here am I, Send me!” - Isaiah 6:8 

High School Ministry at Our Saviour's ignites our students' faith into 

action.  At Ignition, we address different topics throughout the year that 

are planned and developed by a Leadership Team, a group of 10-15 

students who inform the adult leaders on issues relevant to their lives.   

 

We are in constant pursuit of new ways to challenge ourselves to reach 

out and explore what it really looks like to live out our faith in the lives we 

lead. We do this through domestic and international service learning trips, 

local service projects, and Eagle’s Wings Choir. 

Do you have a high school friend, or know of someone looking to get 

connected to the youth program at Our Saviour’s? Contact Stephanie 

Engel at stephanieengel@oursaviours.com or 630-281-4222. 
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It is never too late to grow in faith.  By nurturing faith, you learn 

about the faith of our ancestors and apply it to today’s world. 

Faith isn’t lived only on Sundays; it’s lived throughout the week. 

The number one way to stay connected to a faith community is 

to participate in the community. Our God isn’t just the God of 

Sunday School but every day. We get to hear what God is 

saying to us today. 

Adult Ministries creates space for healthy and diverse faith 

conversations and helps build relationships between 

participants and God. Mutual care also is done in small groups 

and by making friends in adult ministry activities. When you are 

going through a tough time, your group can pray for and support 

you. You can give back to them as well. 

Adult Ministries reflects Our Saviour’s mission of Knowing Jesus 

and Making Jesus Known. To know Jesus is to be nurtured in 

faith through study and community connections. 

Throughout the week, Adult Ministry offers a variety of 

opportunities that support adults in continuing to form their faith. 

And for those who think they don’t know enough to participate:  

 All are welcome!  No previous knowledge required. 

 

Adult Ministry 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you.” ~ Matthew 28:19-20 

Are you or someone you know looking to grow in your faith?  

Contact Pastor Emily at pastoremily@oursaviours.com, or 630-281-4233 
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Our Saviour's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
815 S. Washington Street 
Naperville, IL  60540 
Phone: (630) 355-2522 
Fax: (630) 355-2553 
Web site: www.oursaviours.com 
 
 

 

• How are you caring for others and helping 
them feel welcome and connected in our faith 
community?   

• How have you experienced being part of an 
authentic, caring faith community at Our 
Saviour’s?   

• Share your stories about how God is working 
in your life and the lives of others!   

• All articles for Quarterly Connections are due 
by December 1, 2019. 

• Please submit all articles and photos to  
Debbie Montrose at 
debbiemontrose@oursaviours.com. 

 


