FMSC Makes Impact in Dominican Republic
Written by Laurie May
If I mention to someone that I was traveling to
The Dominican Republic, they would likely
conjure up thoughts of coconut-oiled bodies,
sandy beaches, and all-inclusive resorts.
However, when our Feed the Need! group
traveled there in February with a group of
Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) staff, we
got a glimpse of the country that most tourists
never see.

The goal of our Food In Action Trip was to
see firsthand how the meals packed by FMSC
have impacted the lives of the people they
serve. And we did. At Casa de Luz orphanage
for disabled children, they used Manna Pack
to feed the children, putting it through the food
processor to feed to children, like Jose Miguel
who was unable to chew it.
Meals were sent home with the students at
the Handfuls of Hope School. Parents were
more likely to send their children to school if
they knew the child would bring food home.
The children of the Bateys (housing for the
Haitian sugar cane workers) do not have
running water or indoor toilets, but they do get
nutrition from the meals delivered to their
village.
Following a worship service at Batey
Bermejo, we passed out meals to the young
mothers and elders. One of the men was proud to climb up a palm tree and serve us fresh coconut. At El Buen
Samaritano (Good Samaritan Hospital) we saw stacks of FMSC Manna Pack (some packed in Aurora!) ready
to be delivered to the Batays. We ended our trip by standing together in prayer in the unfinished sanctuary of
Luz Devina, Pastor Jean Mede’s dream to bring the word of Christ to the people of LaRomana.
With 20% of the population of the Dominican Republic living in abject poverty, hunger had to be addressed
before even attempting to correct problems such as proper housing, medical care, education, and teenage
pregnancy. As they say at FMSC, “Empty bellies have no ears.” We saw the difference that meals from FMSC
have made in the last five years when my husband, Les, last visited Batay 106. While FMSC provides the food,
they rely on their locals partners to get it to those who need it most. Local residents have been empowered to
provide leadership for their communities. One thing that hasn’t changed was the smiles of the children and their
longing for affection. Thanks to all of you who have packed, contributed, and offered prayers; Magdelena, Ann,
Jacqueline, Francisco, and Mahma have hope for the future.

