
Our Saviour’s Call Committee 

 A call committee has been established to lead the search effort for a new Senior Pastor. The 

Church Council has selected the following Call Committee Members and they were installed 

the weekend of January 15/16, at all services. 

Susan Ferguson 

Susan is a retired educator who will never lose her passion for teaching and learning.  

Teaching was her calling. She taught high school German for 33 years, served as 

department chair of World Language at Naperville North and Hinsdale Central, was an 

assistant professor of education at Northern Illinois University,  and traveled 

nationally as a consultant and staff development provider in education. 

Susan is a mother of three children and has ten beautiful grandchildren, ranging in 

age from 9-19. Her daughter Julie was married at Our Saviour’s and six of her 

grandchildren were baptized here. Susan has been a member for 21 years.  

Susan loves spending time with her family and loves to travel. The more she travels, 

the more she learns, and the more she appreciates the many gifts God has given us. 

She also loves the outdoors—hiking, biking, and kayaking. 

Four years ago Susan was honored to be a part of the mission trip to Chimoia, 

Mozambique, and it was a life changing experience. The joy, the connections, the 

Spirit of God experienced there have stayed with her, and it’s a privilege for her to be 

part of this ministry. She also finds joy and meaning with working with Haiti Scholars. 

Susan states, “It is a humbling honor to be asked to be part of the senior pastor call 

committee. I know God will lead us in this process and we will feel His presence and 

His guidance. The pandemic has been a difficult time for the church to navigate, but I 

am confident that the next chapter that will emerge at Our Saviours will bring both 

new and renewed connections. We honor the rich history of Our Saviours, and as a 

faith community we ask God to strengthen us, renew us, lead us, and make His way 

known to us. 

Thank you for the honor of serving.” 

  



Laurie May 

Laurie and her husband Les have been members of Our Saviour’s for over 36 years. 

They raised their four daughters here and watched their family grow along with the 

church. Laurie was a Sunday School and VBS teacher for many years and served as 

chairman of the Christian Education Committee. She has made several trips to Slovakia, 

and she and Les have traveled to The Dominican Republic with Feed My Starving 

Children, a ministry in which they are very active. Laurie plays in the handbell choir, 

serves on the Women’s Ministry Leadership Team, Tech Team, and is very excited to be 

working with Just Love.  Since retiring from her position as a teacher/librarian in D204, 

Laurie has become an avid pickleball player.  Laurie is thrilled to serve on the Call 

Committee and to be a part of OSLC's growth as it serves future generations. 

Kelly and her husband Sam have been members since 2014 and attend the 9am 

service.  They have four children and live in Wheaton.  Prior to staying at home 

with the kiddos, Kelly worked in fundraising and human resources. Kelly has been 

a Sunday School teacher, worked in the church childcare, attends the mom's bible 

study and proudly serves on the Just Love committee. She enjoys spending time 

with her family, trains for/runs marathons, leads the DEI book club for District 200 

and the service projects for her children’s elementary school and has a book 

review account (instagram.com/capturedbychapters).  The Lutheran ELCA church 

has been a great match for their family for the focus on inclusion, service, walking 

like Jesus and women's leadership. 
Kelly Holden 

Graham Brenna 

Graham is an IT program manager for ICF, a global advisory and digital services 

provider. His primary focus at work is to improve and create processes which 

streamline deliverables and implement organizational change. Graham and his wife 

Allyson have been married since 2012 and have two young children, both born during 

the COVID pandemic; Hailey and Owen. 

He has been a member of Our Saviour's for 30 years and has been involved in many 

different aspects of the church including: youth mentor (14 years), on staff as media 

director (10 years), Slovakia committee member (12 years), mission and benevolence 

committee chair (5 years), and council member (6 years). 

He is excited to represent the congregation on this call committee because he 

understands this to be a critical decision in shaping the future of Our Saviour's. In his 

30 years here, he has witnessed Our Saviour's in times of great abundance and in 

times of scarcity. He understands what might have worked in the past may not have 

the same impact in today's modern society and he is not afraid of new ideas and 

different ways of thinking. Where many may pause with concern when presented 

with change, Graham fully embraces it and is not afraid of what is next. 



Rosellen Schuler is a high school junior who lives with her parents, Jennifer and Craig, 

and her three sisters. She was baptized at Our Saviour’s as an infant and served as Baby 

Jesus during her first Christmas Eve service. Rosellen has participated in missions such 

as Baby Care and the Mega Garage Sale. She served as a youth leader in such activities 

as Fine Arts Camp, VBS and Sunday School.  Rosellen regularly attended Surge, was 

confirmed, and currently attends Ignition. She enjoys all things music and has been in 

OSLC choirs since kindergarten and she plays trumpet with Our Saviour’s brass. Rosellen 

sees Our Saviour’s as a home and she is excited for the opportunity to be a voice for the 

youth on the call committee. 

Rosellen Schuler 

Burt and his wife, Mary, have been attending Our Saviour’s since 2012 and ELCA 

churches since 2006.  This year, Burt and Mary will be celebrating their 30th wedding 

anniversary, in addition to 30 years as Naperville residents.  They are proud parents of 

three children who currently reside in Denver, Appleton and Chicago.  Burt is a fully 

trained Stephens Minister as well as a Prayer Minister at Celebration.  He has been 

involved with Men’s Ministry, led Men’s Small Group and has volunteered in several 

Our Saviour’s events.  Burt also served as a voting member for Our Saviour’s  in the 

Metropolitan Chicago election of Bishop Yehiel Curry.   Locally, Burt has served on the 

Board of Directors at Loaves & Fishes and volunteers at Naper Settlement.  

Professionally, Burt is a fundraising executive for Non-Profit Organizations. Burt Thomas 

Sam Petras 

Sam and his wife Kristin were married by Pastor Jack Niemi in June of 2000 and ever 

since Sam has been an active member of OSLC.  Before COVID, Sam and his family 

actively attended the 10:30 am service at 815.  You might recall him greeting people, 

serving communion, and carrying the cross at the end of the service.  Lately, they have 

been watching services online as well as attending the 10 am service at 919.  Sam is a 

current member of the Slovak Ministry Committee and has been for many years.  Both 

him and his family have attended multiple builder's trips to Slovakia with the first dating 

back to 2003.  Sam served on Pastor Joe Schultz's and Pastor Janelle Hooper's call 

committees and is currently an active member of the Finance Committee.  Both he and 

his wife Kristin have participated in various small groups over the years.   

Sam currently serves as VP of Operations of VAST, Inc. and has been with the company 

since 2006.  Kristin and Sam both grew up in Naperville and continue to call the area 

their home.  They currently reside in Aurora with their 8-year-old Shiba Inu Simba.  

OSLC has been and will continue to be a very important part of the lives of Sam and his 

family.  He’s both honored and excited to be a part of the call process and understands 

the importance of the opportunities that lie ahead for OSLC! 


