


Paul writes; “we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 

us.” - Romans 5:3-5 

I want to begin by sharing my thanks, on behalf of my family, for the invitation to 

continue ministry here at Our Saviour’s and to be entrusted with this calling as 

your Senior Pastor. I am looking forward to our shared life and work together and 

find myself filled with the spirit of HOPE.  

The past few years have been filled with challenges but I believe they have made us stronger as we have continued to 

Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. The Our Saviour’s family had key leaders who helped us and are now starting 

new journeys and adventures and I wanted to take a moment to thank them for their ministry and love. For Pastor John 

Gierke, Pastor Emily Wiles, Dawn DeBoer, Holly McKinney, Greg Norgaard, Sue Bergren, and Michelle Hamilton.  We 

thank these individuals as they guided us through different moments of ministry and the lasting positive impact they 

have made on our faith community.  

It’s also important to welcome the newest members of our staff - Diane Griesbach, Todd Freitag, and Pastor Fanya 

Burford-Berry who have joined our incredible staff. There is a wonderful team spirit among us, they have tremendous 

servant-hearts, and as a congregation, we are blessed to have them!  

I am also grateful too for so many members who have helped us through volunteering, by using your hands in mission 

work and service, by sharing your gifts of music in worship, by sharing your hearts through Christian education for 

youth and adults, and for those who continue to financially support our congregation to make sure these ministries can 

continue!  

As we move forward, I am HOPEFUL we will continue to work to unite our two campuses as well as visioning what God 

has in store for Our Saviour’s. I am working with the church council to begin this visioning process and to begin 

listening to our different worship services for growth and vitality.  

Finally, I am HOPEFUL that you will join us in this ministry. Jesus had the ability to see the different gifts that each 

disciple brought and invited them to join in. This means, that you and your ability to connect and share here at Our 

Saviour’s will play a key role in one of the most important times for our congregation. Simply put, we need you! I would 

love for you to consider the things that you are “hoping for” for our congregation as we vision together. I want to invite 

you to participate in our different worship opportunities in-person and online, and voice what you “hope” we can 

continue to do as a worshiping community. As we pray and listen to where the Spirit is leading us, maybe there is a 

mission or service opportunity that you “hope” to participate in, and I’d love to encourage you to say yes to that calling. 

I pray that you see just how special you are in God’s eyes and in ours. We cannot be Our SavioUr’s without (U) You in 

it and I am hopeful for what God has in store for us.  

I look forward to connecting with you. Please join me in the prayer that God will bless us and guide us throughout this 

year!  

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Brian Wise, Senior Pastor 

A Message from Pastor Brian 



Dear Friends in Christ, 

It is time to celebrate. It is time to celebrate and prepare ourselves for the work we need to 

do for the future of our church. At the writing of our annual reports last year we had little 

idea that Pastor John would announce his retirement as senior pastor. What’s more is we 

had no idea that Pastor Emily would also move on to another calling beyond being our 

pastor of Faith Formation. Add to that other retirements such as our parish nurse Dawn 

DeBoer, and longtime servant in our front office Michelle Hamilton, and we have lost a lot 

of familiar faces that made up our family of staff. It is time to celebrate their service and the gifts they have left us. Yet 

at the same time and in the same spirit of celebration, we have added Pastor Fanya as our interim pastor. The level of 

enthusiasm and excitement about Pastor Fanya’s addition warrants its own letter, to be sure. I have personally lost 

track of the number of people who have expressed how ardently they wish she could join us as a permanent pastor. 

Fortunately, she should be around for quite a while as we embark and progress on our search for an associate pastor. 

We are also very near to welcoming a part time pastor of pastoral care to help us as well. This is something the council 

charged our pastors with finding and they dove right in. We hope to have someone on board this summer. And in case 

you missed the wonderful news, we have already called a new senior pastor.  

It is time to celebrate. Later this calendar year, no later than September, we will have paid off our debt. How exciting an 

opportunity for us as a church to focus more of our dollars on missions and ministry inside and outside our church 

walls! I look forward to Pastor Brian’s plans for a Year of Jubilee in which we will surely celebrate this monumental 

accomplishment, thanks to all of your hard work and generosity. We must also celebrate our financial stewards and 

stewardship volunteers who so diligently oversee, guide, and make possible our ability to do God’s work through 

missions and ministries. As you’ll see in the financial report, we are presenting a strong budget for our endeavors. I 

could list many examples of the generosity of our members' time, talents, and gifts, but again that would warrant its 

own letter.  

As we celebrate with happy hearts we should also envision with happy hearts. We should dream with high 

expectations, plan with enthusiasm, and prepare to do God’s work throughout the world with great joy, reflecting on His 

love for all creation. A major part of our work is welcoming Pastor Brian as our new senior pastor. Welcoming does not 

entail simply saying “hi” or congratulating him, it means preparing ourselves to walk alongside Pastor Brian as he 

seeks vision with us for our future. It means supporting Pastor Brian and his family in a new role for our church, but 

also for him personally. Church, I ask you to read for yourselves a few times the section from Pastor Brian’s letter of 

call below of how WE will encourage his call: 

· By providing prayer, patience, and grace as we engage in ministry together. 

· By displaying a generous heart through stewardship and service to others. 

· By inviting and affirming others to participate in God’s work together. 

· By being flexible, adaptive, and open to change to be the kind of church God has in mind. 

· By supporting our pastors and staff to grow and succeed professionally. 

· By providing stability and comfort, personally and spiritually, for pastors and staff’s overall well-being as they care for 

our community. 

 

A Message from Alan Jacobs  
Council Chairperson  

Letter continued on next page 



A Message from Pastor Fanya 
“Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. It’s bursting 

out! Don’t you see it?” - Isaiah 43:19 from the Message Bible 

Greetings Friends, 

God has richly blessed our congregation. An interim pastor’s work in a 

congregation, by the call, is filled with worry yet excitement because we get to 

witness the new thing God is doing with God's people. It is hard to be in-

between. However, since I've been here over these past few months, we have 

made significant progress on our journey together. We voted in a senior 

pastor, and now another part of our work begins on prayerfully preparing and 

calling an associate pastor. While I'm here for this little while I will be also 

working with the faith formation ministry during this transition. 

Finally, I want to thank you all for the warm welcome, hospitality, and your prayers on my behalf as your intentional 

interim pastor. I want you to know that you are always in my daily prayers. And I look forward to getting to know you all 

better as we work together to build the realm of God. 

May Our Loving God Order Our Steps,  

Pastor Fanya Burford-Berry 

Administrative Updates  
 with Jean Jepson, Director of Administration 

Emails 

* Between 5/15/21-5/15/22 

Life Events  

To be sure, our work as a church extends far beyond the six bullet points 

listed above. It extends beyond walking with our new senior pastor on the journey. We are currently at a pivot point for 

our church. I know there is much motivation to earnestly envision results-oriented tasks that we can follow through on 

in our church like we have not done for some time. Prayerfully seeking, creating, and honing this vision is necessary 

for our ministries, our missions, our future pastors and staff, and our properties, to set us on a sustainable and 

successful path to continue to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known.  

Council Chair, 

Alan Jacobs 

“God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 

and grace. This grace was granted us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,” 

2 Timothy 1:9 

Letter continued from previous page 



Property Committee and Facilities Review 

Celebration Gym New Lighting  Celebration Lobby New Lighting  OSLC Parking Lot Island Replanting 

Cost: $18,699 Cost: $4,000 Cost: $3,332 

As several of the original lights failed, 

as we attempted to simply replace 

the lighting fixtures, we found that the 

fixtures and wiring were very 

deteriorated.  Coupled with the desire 

for better lighting as expressed by 

many attending services at the 

Celebration campus, we elected to 

replace all of the fixtures with new 

LED based lighting fixtures.  

As a complement of the redesign and 

update of the Celebration Lobby, we 

elected to continue with the campaign for 

LED lighting and replaced all the old, 

original fixtures in the lobby with LED 

fixtures. The timing of this was impacted 

by the supply chain shortages felt in 

many industries, but we succeeded in 

completing the project in January.  

With the help of the DIY team, we tried to 

refresh the grass in the South parking lot 

island near the South wall of the Church. 

The seeding approach simply did not 

take. We engaged our landscape firm to 

install sod, which did take root and 

enhanced the appearance of this area.  

OSLC Sanctuary Roof Repair Celebration Roof Leak Repair Assessment of HVAC Air Circulation 

Cost: $3,400 Cost: $1,436  Cost: $7,000 

One of the several severe wind-

storms this winter blew off the siding 

from the North side of the vertical 

Sanctuary windows. We engaged All 

Storm Solutions to replace the siding 

and paint all the siding surrounding 

the windows so they are all the same 

color.  

One of the several severe rain-storms in 

early spring, we discovered a significant 

roof leak in the halls of Celebration. We 

engaged Showalter Roofing, who agreed 

to come in on an emergency basis over 

the weekend it occurred. They found and 

fixed the leak. 

We engaged Raths, Raths, and Strong 

(our facility engineering advisory firm) 

to perform an assessment of the 

performance of our air handling 

equipment at both campuses.  

Given the continued pandemic, we were cautious in 

approving projects and minimized expenditures 

throughout the year. From an ongoing day to day 

operational expense, we have seen: 

• Increased utility rates due to local utility 

infrastructure upgrades and external supply issues 

passed through to consumers. Overall, 14% increase 

utility expense over budget with continuation in next 

budget period. 

• HVAC repairs for heat outages this winter due to 

hot water pump failures, Air Handling electrical repairs 

($9,442) on top of normal PM plan ($4,420). $13,862 

at OSLC location. 

• Landscaping expense increases also due to 

increased cost of fertilizer materials for both 

campuses. $2,215 

• We are contracting RR+J to consult on ongoing roof 

leaks and structural needs 

In direct response to the pandemic, we have also taken on and completed the following projects to help 

facilitate a safe experience at both campuses. From a facilities perspective, we have also tried to use this time 

with essentially empty buildings to our fullest advantage.  We have completed several projects including: 

Installation of Air Circulation Fans Celebration Sidewalk extension OSLC Air Conditioning 

Cost: $10,825 Cost:  $5,919 Cost $16,791/ Repair the Luther Count 

Unit Cost: $2,854 

In the Our Saviour’s Education Wing. 

The assessment found that the air 

circulation fans for the Education 

Wing were not operative. We elected 

to replace them, improving air 

circulation to expected standards. 

This project was to construct a sidewalk 

in the rear of the building so we would 

have a continuous walkway from the 

preschool wing, behind the stage and up 

to the front parking lot. The purpose was 

to alleviate congestion in the parking lots 

and to allow the children and their 

families space for social distancing. 

Again, as a result of the HVAC 

assessment, we found that the air 

conditioning unit for the West area 

office wing was not functioning and the 

one for Luther Court needed repair and 

engaged DeKalb Mechanical to replace 

the unit for the office wing 

Our major focuses for projects were:1.Air quality and sanitation, 2.Projects promoting safety and good health, 

and 3.Facilities or equipment needing repair.  



Adult Ministries 

Led by all congregation members, Our Saviour’s continues to welcome people from diverse spiritual 

experiences and walks with them on their faith journey through these ministries and more.  

Dialogues in Faith 

Men’s Ministry 

Dialogues in Faith—or DIF—is a 

discussion-based group open to 

everyone who’s ever found themselves 

in service with a question to ask or a 

comment to share.  Dialogues in faith 

hosted several learning series including: 

• Sermon on the Mount 

• Living the Gospel of Luke 

• What do you know about Haiti? 

 

The Men’s Ministry was able to have 

many gatherings throughout the year  

and partnered with the Women’s Ministry 

for many joint events as well. 

Some of these events included: 

• Mini Golf 

• Veteran’s Day Celebration 

• Several Guest Speakers and All 

Congregation Breakfasts 

 

Just Love 

Games & Fellowship  

Games & Fellowship has been a new 

and popular  addition this  year ! It took 

place Tuesdays, 2:00 - 4:00 pm . All 

were welcome to drop by and play 

games in Fellowship Hall. It was a great 

opportunity  for people to connect 

especially when the weather was bad 

outside! 

Care Moms 

Women’s Ministry 

Care Moms met monthly on the second 

Wednesday of the month to receive an 

extra bit of love, support, reassurance, 

and fellowship.  

CARE Moms (College Age Requires 

Embracing) was founded to help both 

students and moms make the transition 

to college a bit easier. CARE Moms is a 

small, quiet but steady and consistent 

ministry that serves to remind our young 

adults that their church home is thinking 

of them, praying for them, and cheering 

them in all of their endeavors! 

The Women’s Ministry was able to hold 

several events in addition to a retreat. 

Some of these events included: 

• Women’s Retreat—Cultivating Joy 

• Glass Etching 

• Once Upon an Apron 

• Toilet Paper & Feminine Pad 

Donation Drive 

• Book Discussion 

• Fall Sign Making Event 

Just Love an Our Saviour's working 

group rooted in Christ’s Love for all 

people, continues the ministry that 

Christ just loved people as he walked 

with communities who felt marginalized 

and made sure they were named, 

loved, and safe. Learn more at : 

www.oursaviours.com/home/just-

love  



 

Youth Ministry 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

• Leadership Retreats High School & Jr High (NEW) - Each year a Leadership Team of High School youth help plan our theme, topics, and 

fellowship events. New this year, Jr. High youth also met to plan some fun activities and service projects for Jr. High Youth.  

• 6th & 7th Grade Retreat—24 youth and mentors spent a day at Go Ape! At Bemis Woods for a High Ropes adventure, service projects, and 

exploring different ways to pray.  

• Sleep Out Saturday—16 youth and mentors spent a chilly night outside of the Our Saviour’s campus to raise awareness and fund for Dupage 

Bridge Communities.  Youth raised $2990 and were deeply impacted by the experience.  

• 8th Grade Retreat—18 youth and mentors spent the weekend at LaSalle Manor to prepare for Affirmation of Baptism through teambuilding, 

service projects, faith practice stations, an Escape Room, and so much more! 

• No Lock In, Lock In—over 30 youth and mentors gathered before and after Ignition  

• Black History Month Book Club-Junior High youth met with representatives from Just Love to discuss the graphic novel When the Stars are 

Scattered by Omar Mohamed and Victoria Jamieson.  

• Synod Ultimate Lock In-12 Jr High Youth and Mentors joined over 250 youth and youth leaders from around the synod for a night at Enchanted 

Castle.  

• 8th Grade & 5th Grade Days (NEW)-Each year, 8th Graders are invited to check out Ignition and join the activities.  This year, we added 

opportunities for 5th Graders to check out Surge.  

• Jr High & High School Hangouts & Ignition After Hours (NEW) —Throughout the year Jr High & High School youth gathered together for 

activities like bowling, laser tag, movies, scavenger hunts, bonfire at the Lindberg's and more! This year, High School youth took advantage of 

Mondays off from school with extended hours of open gym and more fun at the new Ignition After Hours.  

• Youth Sundays—Youth help throughout the year at worship, but we lead two worships focused on youth leadership. New this year, Surge youth 

wrote the Prayers of the People for both weekends. 

Surge 

Surge and Ignition youth were able to meet in person all year and meals were 

brought back. Youth enjoyed learning, serving and playing together.  With a 

focus on rebuilding relationships, fellowship opportunities were increased for 

Junior and Senior High Youth.  Surge collected over 570 rolls of Toilet Paper for 

Loaves & Fishes, served with Baby Care, celebrated the 3rd annual Family 

Christmas party.  Ignition focused on the theme “Deep Waters” and continued 

traditions like Toys for Tots, Prayer Night, and a Scavenger Hunt in downtown 

Naperville. But a new highlight was each Ignition small group planning a full night 

of Ignition.   

Confirmation  

14 confirmands affirmed their faith on May 1, 2022. This year we were able to 

celebrate the confirmands with their families with a rehearsal luncheon and be 

together in one worship again.  22 High School Seniors celebrated on May 15, 

2022 with worship services and the Baccalaureate Brunch. Seniors continued the 

new tradition of Senior Celebration the night before Baccalaureate.  

Milestones: 

Surge Toilet Paper Drive 

Sleep Out Saturday 

Ignition Closing Prayer 

6 & 7th Grade Retreat 

Baccalaureate 

Ignition 



Celebration Children’s Center Preschool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Enrollment Classes 

Back to our DCFS licensed numbers. Back to our DCFS licensed numbers. 

Summer Camp 

Only current preschool families were 

eligible due to the pandemic number 

restrictions and protocol.  

A self-supported ministry of Our Saviour's, The Children's Center provided a $120,000 benevolence 

to Our Saviour's Operating Fund and $50,000 to the Debt Free Campaign. 

Successfully Adapted to Meet COVID  

Requirements 

Gave Back to the Community 

We continued our daily Covid health 

checks for staff, parents, and 

students, mask-wearing, hand 

washing and sanitizing, top-of-the-

hour high touch point cleaning, 

evening electrostatic spraying and 

classroom cleaning, and individual 

classroom air purification took place 

daily to remain a clean, safe, and 

open facility. 

Each month chapel was hosted for 

each individual class, to keep “Stable 

Groups” with Covid protocol. Pastor 

Brian and Ms. Kelly led these nine 

monthly chapel services outdoors or 

in the Celebration lobby with over 

200 preschoolers and parents 

attending most months. 

Throughout the year we collected items 

for our local mission partner, Loaves and 

Fishes Community Services. In October 

we collected over 400 cans of soup as 

part of our “Picture Us Giving Back” 

event. Children received complimentary 

school pictures in exchange for soup 

cans collected. In March during Lutheran 

Schools Week, we collected over 300 

boxes of cereal to share. 

 

A special thanks to our Celebration 

Preschool Board 

Consisting of Mary Beth Satvedi, Teacher 

Liaison; Allison Kellogg, Finance/

Secretary; Stuart Vance, Godly Play 

Teacher/District #204 Liaison; Elida 

Vandenbergh, School District #203 

Teacher; Jennifer Schuller, Missions 

Liaison; Christopher Maass, Facilities 

Liaison; Linda Vendeventer, HR Liaison; 

Kelly Gilligan, Preschool Director; and 

Pastor Brian Wise. 

Exciting Events 

In November we had “Thankful for Dads” 

Chapels. Each class invited their dads to 

receive a blessing and a gift from their 

preschooler. 

The preschool Christmas program was 

carried out during December chapel 

services. Each class told the Bethlehem 

story with parents and grandparents in 

attendance. 

In April the preschoolers were invited to 

sing in church for Palm Sunday. We had 

42 preschoolers and their families attend. 

We had a Mother’s Day Chapel in May 

where we honored our preschool parents 

with a blessing and a gift. 



Children’s Ministry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

From Generation to Generation 

We offered a family-style, evening 

Vacation Bible School in July. 

Families learned about faith passed 

down through different families in the 

Bible! 

Trunk-or-Treat  

Trunk-or-Treat took place at the 

Celebration Campus in October. Kids 

enjoyed trick-or-treating and games! We 

had beautiful weather and  a huge turn 

out from the community! 

Cross Walk 

Over 100 individuals came to Cross 

Walk at the Our Saviour’s campus in 

April. Families walked through five 

scenes from Holy Week and stayed 

for crafts and refreshments. 

Sunday School Giving 

Sunday Schoolers collected hats & 

gloves for Holy Family Preschool in 

December and baby clothes for Baby 

Care in May. We also completed 

service projects throughout the year. 

New Activities 

Kids Club 

Kids Club was offered once in the Fall 

and once in the Spring. Topics ranged 

from Stewardship, Exploring your Bible, 

Devotion, and Serving Others. 

Participants enjoyed  a pizza lunch, 

games, and fellowship! 

Nursery Updates 

The Our Saviour’s nursery got a major 

refresh over Spring Break! Thanks to the 

Youth for painting and many donations 

from the congregation! 

Parents Night Out 

In December, 25 children joined us for a 

night of pizza, crafts, and gym games 

while parents enjoyed the evening to 

themselves.  

Sunday School Enrollment Starting on September 12, 2021, Sunday School began at the 9am Our 

Saviour’s service and the 10am Celebration service! We were thrilled to 

be back with in-person Sunday School. We started using a new 

curriculum this year and focused on Old Testament stories in the Fall/

Winter and New Testament stories in the Spring. We incorporated many 

special crafts and service projects along the way! 



Music Ministry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Ministry Enrollment 

Special Events 

Eagle’s Wings Youth Auction - Return to In Person Auction 

The Youth Auction, "Desserted" Island, was a huge success! The evening featured 

music of Abba and the 70's. The event was attended by 150 people and raised 

$20,205.04! Thank you to our community for the generous support of our youth.  

Eagles Wings Buds, Suds, and  Grub 

The Eagles Wings Flower Sale and Car Wash was a huge success. Was wonderful 

to be able to host both the plant sale and car wash. A beautiful day of service, 

smiles, hard work, conversation, and overwhelming support of our youth. Thank 

you.  

Cantata 

Palm Sunday 

Children’s Choirs 

Youth Auction 

Cantata Returned 

The Cantata featured the Cantata Choir, orchestra, Bach Ringers and the 

Celebration Band with 84 musicians involved in the concert! 

Eagle's Wings - Tour 2022 Around the Lake  

16 youth, 4 adults and 1 accompanist. Performances in churches, nursing homes 

in Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin...most performances in Michigan Upper 

Peninsula.  

It was so wonderful to see the Music Ministry at Our Saviour’s back in it’s regular 

format this year!  In person Worship enjoyed the return of choirs, vocal and 

instrumental solos and ensembles. 

Memorial Gifts 

Thank you for the wonderful gifts of two bell cases which replaced two cases that 

were over 60 years old, a keyboard for the Celebration Campus, and the funding to 

rebuild three Silver Chalices. 



Worship and Tech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YouTube Channel Participation 

Tech 

Special Worship Services 

5 Christmas and Easter Worship Services were celebrated  

Christmas Worship included brass, choirs, the Celebration Band, Bells, and our 

traditional Silent Night with candles.  

Cantata Concert featured the Cantata Choir, a full orchestra, and Celebration Band. 

Mid Week Worship featured the Holden Mass. 

Worship services were available in-person and through livestreaming all year.  Outdoor Worship services ended in July and Walk-Up 

Communion ended August 15. Starting August 22, no masks were required for in-person Worship.  

Livestreaming continued and offered the flexibility to not only offer weekend services 

but also offer the ability for out of town family to participate in funerals, baptisms, 

weddings, and other important life events. 

Tech continues to gain new volunteers and opportunities are still available for people 

to get involved! 

* Between 5/15/21 - 5/15/22 

Worship and Arts Board: 

The Worship and Arts Board has continued to serve Our Saviour's. They have expertly navigated safety guidelines, liturgical 

seasons, volunteer teams and more. The passion and commitment they share for Our Saviour's is truly beautiful.  We thank Diane 

Greenawalt for 30+ years of service on the board and welcome Paula Felbein to the board.  



Memorial Ministry Team 
The Memorial Ministry Team receives, cares for, and disburses memorial gifts given to Our Saviour’s and supervises the 

Parish Columbarium and the Celebration! Memorial Garden.  This ministry is conducted prayerfully for the glory of God 

to enrich our faith community and follows the Memorial Ministry guidelines when making decisions.  The team 

collaborates with other ministry and mission teams at Our Saviour’s to provide continuity when a memorial gift may be an 

appropriate use of funds or when gifts are designated for a specific purpose. 

A complete overhaul, cleanup and planting was done at the Memorial Garden at the Celebration! campus.  With the help 

of the Garden team and Women’s Ministry, overgrown plants were removed, new climate-resistant shrubs and bushes 

were planted, and mulch was installed. A plan to maintain the garden has been put in place.  

Memorial gift monies were used to purchase a new keyboard for Celebration worship, and for the replacement of several 

existing stage lights.  Memorial gifts were also used to refurbish three silver chalices at the main campus and purchase 

several hand bell cases.   

A Memorials binder, which provides a record of every memorial or honorarium gift given dating back to the time of the 

founding of Our Saviour’s can be found in the church library.  

The church is grateful for gifts given as memorials and as honorariums to honor loved ones.  Thanks be to God for the 

saints in our midst and those who have gone before us! 

Care Ministry  
Our Saviour's includes Care Ministries that tend to mind, body, and spirit, supporting the healing mission of the church.  

Our mission is to touch the lives of the people in our church and community through prayer, service, support, and 

activities as we strive to know Jesus and make Jesus’ presence felt in people’s lives.  Here are some of the ways Our 

Saviour's cares: 

 

• Senior Lunch Gatherings returned and had a wonderful turnout with good food 

and friends and lots of smiles and laughter. We even had one senior who 

commented that it felt like coming home again.   

• Care cards, visits, phone calls, and the prayer wall continue to provide outreach 

and comfort.  

• The prayer shawl ministry continues to gather and create beautiful shawls knit 

with care and prayer for those in need. Shawls are readily available at any time 

for anyone in need or who could use a "Hug from God."  

• The Meal train ministry is in motion, run by volunteers, and provides an organized 

meal setup and delivery plan, to people who could use a little support after a 

birth, death, surgery, or illness. 

Prayer Shawls 

Care Cards 

Endowment Ministry Team 
An Endowment Fund is a financial asset that grows over 

time as a result of income earned from interest on the 

underlying invested funds and investment appreciation. It 

is a long term asset that continues to provide regular 

income to achieve the Church’s mission. The key is that 

each year only a little of the endowment is used, so the 

remainder is left to grow. And over time, as gifts are made 

to it and the principal grows, the Endowment Fund 

becomes a substantial way for us to expand our mission at 

home and in the world. To learn more visit: 

www.oursaviours.com/donate/endowment-fund 



Benevolence Team 
When we started planning this past financial year in July, we were looking to have more hands-on opportunities to 

engage with people through our mission work. With the pandemic still in play, we were not sure this would be a 

possibility, but a year later, through the determination of our mission leaders and our church, we worked through the 

challenges of the pandemic. Our mission leaders ensured that our local and global mission partners were not forgotten. 

God blessed us with leaders who stepped up when there was a tornado in Naperville. These leaders responded to our 

neighbors in need. 

 God has blessed us with leaders that carried on our relationships with our mission partners during challenging times 

and made sure these mission partners knew that they had not been forgotten. They gave our global mission partners 

hope and encouragement when times were difficult.   

God has blessed us with congregation members with giving hearts who stepped up to give beyond what we had to give 

to Ukraine.  

God has blessed us with mission leaders who have tried to start events that we can invite people to attend and 

participate in. 

The mission work did not stop during these challenging times. So much love and compassion connected Our Saviour’s 

beyond our church walls.  

We pray that as mission leaders see opportunities to restart local events, we invite and engage the congregation in 

these opportunities. 

As members of our church hear God place new opportunities for giving and serving on their hearts, we pray they 

connect with the Missions and Benevolent Team to dream about where Our Saviour's can serve others in the future.  

 

Graham Brenna and Pastor Brian Wise, 

On behalf of the Missions and Benevolence Team 

A Update From the Missions and 



Missions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Summary 
Preschool Operating Fund 

• For fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 revenue is projected to be up $3k vs. budget 

• Projected $2k net operating surplus includes an additional $50k payment toward the mortgage principal  

  

Church Operating Fund 

• For fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 member giving is projected to be down ($68k) vs. budget 

• Net surplus is projected to be up $101k vs. budget and includes $337k mortgage principal payments, $113k capital projects 

reserve funding, and $169k financial support to OSLC missions & the ELCA 

 

Mortgage Principal 

• June 2022 outstanding balance of $38k vs. May 2011 original balance of $6.7MM 

• Current monthly payment (3.9% interest) is $19k, and mortgage will be paid in full on September 15, 2022 

 

Summary 

• OSLC’s financial condition remains strong and compares favorably to benchmarks of peer churches provided by our audit firm 

Capin Crouse including current ratio, debt coverage, and the ratio of member giving to staff 

• We are committed to keeping our cost structure in alignment with revenue 

• The Finance Committee and Council review the financial statements monthly, and will continue to provide quarterly updates to 

the Congregation.  Questions are welcome at accounting@oursaviours.com 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Financial Summary 


