
Our Saviour’s is a nurturing,        

grace-filled faith community. 

• We welcome people from diverse spiritual 

experiences. 

• We walk with all people on their faith journey. 

• We value worship that nurtures life-long faith. 

• We inspire use of our God-given gifts to serve 

others locally and globally. 

We do all this to Know Jesus and   

Make Jesus Known. 
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Notes From Pastor John Gerike, Senior Pastor  

“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 

forevermore.”  (Psalm 121:8) 

The first eight months of this fiscal year (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020) seem like ancient 

history.  The people of Our Saviour’s were doing very good and creative ministry, with 

an emphasis on invitation and involvement.  We were meeting our objectives for each 

month, with a lot of new involvement for people who had previously not been involved 

beyond worship.  Lots of invitation.  Lots of new involvement. 

 

Then, in March, everything changed.  It still strikes me how rapidly things changed.  One day, we were trying to 

decide how to safely serve communion in the midst of COVID-19, and literally the next day, we were having a 

special Council meeting to decide whether to suspend in-person worship.  Even then, I didn’t have a real sense 

of the impact.  I thought perhaps in two or three weeks we might be back together again.  And certainly by 

Easter.  Yet, here we are, as I write this in the middle of May, still sharing worship online.   

 

Yet, even though our buildings are closed, our ministry is very much alive.  I’ve seen this to be true in our online 

worship each week, as people have chosen to continue to worship in a new and different way. Our ministry is 

very much alive in the creative ways our missions have continued to reach out in loving care beyond our walls, 

even when we are confined to our homes.  Maybe more than anything else, I’ve seen our ministry continue in a 

wonderful way as you have cared for each other.  It’s not always as easy to reach out and love, as God has first 

loved.  But I have been impressed and amazed by the loving way you have cared for each other and the 

surrounding community during this most unusual time. 

 

So, where do we go from here?  I expect we’ll reach Phase 3 and Phase 4 in the coming months.  That will 

provide the ability for groups of 10 (in Phase 3) and groups of 50 (in Phase 4) to be together again.  That will be 

wonderful, but not everything we are used to. There are still numerous unanswered questions.  When will we be 

able to sing together again?  When will we be able to have our regular gatherings of 150-200 people?  When will 

our worship services look like they used to?    

 

How do we look ahead when we don’t know the answers to such questions?  Perhaps this pandemic causes us 

to look ahead with a greater focus on what is central.  What really matters?  It says in Psalm 121:8: “The Lord 

will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.”  As we are distanced, the Lord 

is still with us, watching over us.  As we look forward to those things we don’t know, we still know that God will 

always hold us close.  And when we move back into something that feels more like normal (whenever that may 

be), God will still be there with us.  I am thankful for our God, who never lets us go, who holds us close today, 

and tomorrow, and forever. 

 

I look forward to moving together into the unknowns of this 

next fiscal year.  Together, we will Know Jesus and Make 

Jesus Known, as God leads and guides us.    

 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Gerike 

 

 

       

                                                                              



Notes From Pastor Emily Wiles 

So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.      

- 1 Thessalonians 2:8 

I am grateful for the community of Our Saviour’s who have shared their own selves with me 

and have given me the opportunity to not only share the gospel of God but my own self this 

past year as Pastor of Faith Formation.  

 

This past year, I’ve had a couple large opportunities: meeting our mission partners in Slovakia by sharing in VBS 

with Grace Lutheran Church in River Forest and traveling to the Holy Land in January to see the places of Jesus 

and experience the rich culture of today. I’ve also grown in faith while leading a book study with Jim Bono on Holy 

Envy, leading worship, and participating in parts of other faith formation ministries. It’s been a year of growth, 

shifting, and learning how to do ministry in new ways, especially during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 

Last year, I shared a Pew Research study that found only 32% of Christians (less than a third!) engage with 

Scripture study or religious education groups once a week. For mainline Christians, that percentage drops to 19%. 

It’s not always easy to prioritize participation because of busy schedules and a fear of not being equipped for it, 

but I believe that one of the things the time during the pandemic will teach us is that faith centers us and provides 

hope in a vastly different world. 

 

We know that to be a growing church, a church should have seven small groups (Bible study, social, or activity) for 

every 100 congregants. That means Our Saviour’s ought to have about 53 groups.  In 2019-2020, we grew to 37 

groups from about 30 the previous year. We are on our way but have room to grow. We need your help - take the 

risk to facilitate a group, connect to the ministries here at Our Saviour’s, and take a risk to jump into community 

with friends: ones you’ve known and ones you’re about to meet. Opportunities will be announced later this 

summer. Or don’t wait, and reach out now. We’re trying an online Bible Study for the first time on the Book of Acts. 

I am grateful to our Faith Formation staff who minister in the following ways: 

• Stephanie Engel develops and implements the ministry for grades 6-12, focusing on Surge (Confirmation 

ministry) and Ignition (High School ministry). 

• Kim Walker coordinates the faith formation ministries and activities for children and their families with children 

ages 3 through grade 5. 

• Chrissy Ball supports all the Faith Formation teams — children, youth, and adults. She has been instrumental in 

a lot of Faith Formation transitions and is a support for all of Faith Formation. 

• Small Group, Dialogues in Faith, Women’s Ministry, and Men’s Ministry Leaders. 

I am also grateful for our Pastoral Care team including Dawn DeBoer, Faith Community Nurse; prayer ministers, 

care visitation team, and prayer shawl makers; and those who provide meals, caring conversation, and health 

education. Although care drastically changed between March-June and beyond, these people have been the 

hands and feet of Christ. 

As we look to the upcoming year, we look forward to providing 

expanded virtual and in-person classes, groups, and relationship-

building opportunities for adults and families.  I encourage you to take a 

risk, to connect through small groups, leading our children and youth, 

and caring for one another and the world. 

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Emily 



Notes From Pastor Brian Wise  

For surely I know the plans I 

have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future 

with hope.  -Jeremiah 29:11 

 

It’s possible you’ve connected 

with these words from Jeremiah before. Maybe 

someone sent it to you during a challenging time of your 

life, or maybe you’ve used these words as advice to 

someone going through a life transition. I’ve always 

found these words helpful. However, there is one 

problem with using these words from Jeremiah when we 

use them for our own personal lives...when we do this, 

we are really taking these words out of context. Mainly 

because, these words were written, not for an individual, 

but for a community. And not just any community, but a 

community waiting in exile. 

I want to highlight these words from Jeremiah because, 

for the first time in all of our lives, we have been 

experiencing a sort of “exile” from worshiping together, 

serving together, and being together as church, by the 

way that we would like to define it. If one thing is true, 

it’s that a church is not the walls where we gather, but 

the church is the people who have Christ in their hearts. 

And if Jeremiah’s words tell me anything, it’s that the 

future of the church will thrive because of the creativity 

of people like you. 

For my annual report this year, I want to thank the many 

people I have the honor of working with on staff, 

celebrate the many who help on various boards, and 

thank God for the creativity and life that has been 

shared during this year’s twists and turns. 

As Pastor of Outreach, I oversee our Local and Global 

Missions, Benevolent Partners, New Membership, 

Celebration Campus, The Children’s Center, and 

outreach to the wider community. I also work directly 

with Kelly Gilligan through the Children’s Center and 

Chris Brown in our leadership of Celebration worship, 

and I’m so grateful for their leadership and service. 

When it comes to our Local and Global mission 

partnerships, Our Saviour’s continues to share God’s 

love with so many around the world. Our church has a 

mission and benevolence team that works with our 

many mission leaders and their teams. This team brings 

so much wisdom and discernment for where God is 

leading us, and I want to share my thanks for their time 

and leadership. 

Our work 

together takes so 

many different 

hands. For 

instance, Baby 

Care kits come 

from so many 

places, our 

preschool 

families help by donating gently used clothes, then we 

have people of all ages folding items after worship, we 

also have volunteers filling their vehicles with items year 

around. Missions like Baby Care happen because so 

many people in our community come together to make 

sure this love is lived out. And it’s not just Baby Care, 

but it’s all over. I’m honored to get to work our leaders 

and servers of all ages. If you are interested in getting 

involved, let’s talk! 

During this Quarantine, we’ve seen people continue to 

give gifts to those in need, like Lutheran Social Services 

of Illinois  that is 

handing out gift 

cards, or Loaves & 

Fishes who 

continues to feed 

our neighbors in 

need, but also, so 

many in our 

congregation who 

are sewing masks 

for local and global 

friends. These are 

signs for the world 

that Church isn’t 

canceled, we are 

just working from 

home, and I am so 

grateful for the work 

that is being 

shared! 

A unique part of my calling at Our Saviour’s is that I 

oversee worship and ministries connected to the 

Celebration Campus. Although I’ve worked with Chris 

Brown very closely for years, this year we welcomed 

him as the Director of Worship & Arts for the Celebration 

Campus. Our prayer is that no matter at which campus 

you worship, or which style of worship you prefer, you 

know there’s a place for you here. Chris Brown’s and 

Terry Thompson’s leadership during this COVID-19 

outbreak has led our church to have energetic and life-



Respectfully Submitted by 

Glenn Wishnew, Council 

Chair 

 

As we look back at the past 

year, we once again saw 

how God has continued to 

bless this congregation and its ministries in many 

ways.  Through the generosity of the vibrant Our 

Saviour's community and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, Our Saviour’s was able to continue to live 

out its mission of “Knowing Jesus and Making 

Jesus Known.” 

 

The church remains in a strong financial position 

thanks to the continued steadfast contributions and 

support from the Our Saviour’s Community, as well 

as the guiding hands of many in the congregation. 

The Finance Committee and Building Committee 

have introduced a five-year budget plan, which will 

allow for improved resource planning, enhanced 

visibility, and control of the operating budget.  This 

past year the “Debt Free To Be” campaign was 

successfully concluded, and our mortgage is now 

down to just over $800 thousand (the program 

started at over $6 million!). The substantial 

reduction in debt has allowed the church to 

refinance the loan to a very favorably interest rate 

and also reduce its term such that it may be paid 

off in 2024, with flexibility to adjust that if the need 

arises.  Many thanks to Lane Lewis and to the 

many contributors that made this program a 

success. 

 

Even now in the midst of the uncertainties facing 

our community and the world as a result of the 

ongoing pandemic, we once again look to the Lord 

through prayer for guidance and direction.  We are 

assured, though that through God's blessings, Our 

Saviour’s will remain a beacon of light that 

proclaims the Good News of Jesus Christ to all, 

locally and globally!   

Council Report 
giving worship online. While so much of their work is 

done behind the scenes, I give thanks for their 

friendship and love for worship during this time. 

Did you know that it’s the 15th Anniversary of The 

Children’s Center? Did you  know that our Director, 

Kelly Gillian, was awarded the National Director of the 

Year Award from the Evangelical Lutheran Education 

Association? It’s true! The Children’s Center is one of 

the biggest forms of outreach that our church has 

because so many of our school families worship with 

us, but they also invite other families to check out our 

school and church as well! This year, we celebrate our 

teachers and assistants who help Make Jesus Known 

in and through the lives of children and their families. 

During the Quarantine, the staff continued to connect 

with our families online and wrapped up the 15th year 

a bit differently than we had anticipated, but our 

children ended the school year knowing they were 

loved. 

As I shared earlier, Jeremiah’s words are not really 

supposed to be shared for an individual or just for one 

person. These words are not just for you...but they are 

for all of us. God has a plan for us. For all of us. For 

good...not for harm. For a future with hope. And I pray 

that these annual reports remind you that God has 

huge things in store for us as a church and that we are 

all just getting started. 

Thank you again for your continued support of the 

ministries of Our Saviour’s and for the ways that you 

are involved here. This calling to journey with you has 

been a blessing to me and my family, and I have so 

much hope for what God is doing here. 

God’s Peace, Pastor Brian Wise 



Respectfully Submitted, Kris Reenstjerna, Chairperson 

 

The Memorial Ministry Team receives, cares for, and disburses memorial gifts given to Our Saviour ’s and 

supervises the Parish Columbarium and the Celebration! Memorial Garden.  This ministry is conducted prayerfully 

for the glory of God to enrich our faith community and follows the Memorial Ministry guidelines when making 

decisions.  The team collaborates with other ministry and mission teams at Our Saviour’s to provide continuity when 

a memorial gift may be an appropriate use of funds or when gifts are designated for a specific purpose. 

The Memorial Ministry Team was busy last year in several areas.  Thanks to the help of Kathy Clolinger, a complete 

overhaul of our financial reporting system has simplified our Memorials accounting process.  Our Guideline 

document was updated and approved by Church Council to reflect current processes.  The team provided and 

approved the purchase, construction, and/or installation of a variety of memorial gift items, including additional 

chairs to complete the Sunday school room renovation, a new nursery at the Celebration Campus, a larger sign in 

front of the Our Saviour’s Campus, and benches for the Columbarium, which hold the magnificent hand-stitched 

kneeling cushions previously donated.  Other memorial items have been given including pew Bibles for both 

campuses, and new equipment for the Music and Bells Ministry. In addition, a Memorial Book is being developed 

and will be placed in the church library as a reference and history. 

The church is grateful for gifts given as memorials and as honorariums to honor loved ones.  Thanks be to God for 

the saints in our midst and those who have gone before us! 

Memorial Ministry 

Our Saviour’s Council 

Special thanks to the members of the 

Church Council for their leadership 

and dedication to Our Saviour’s. 

 

The members are: 

• Glenn Wishnew (Chair) 

• Graham Brenna (Secretary) 

• Robyn Carlson 

• Rebecca Cremin 

• Mike Nulicek 

• Ruth Nelson 

• David Novak 

• Brett Lindberg 

• BJ Okel 



Our Saviour's Membership 

Current membership is 2,887 active members. 

There are 216 active groups participating in the life of the faith 

community. 

 

New Member Update 

We are excited to welcome a total of 64 new members at Our Saviour’s 

from May 15, 2019 - May 15, 2020. This includes both adults and 

children. We hosted a variety of Meet-and-Greets with the pastors for 

new members to connect with others.  In order to grow disciples who 

make an impact with their generous hearts, we ask that our new 

members commit to worship, serve, connect, and give. 

 

Average Weekly Attendance: 716 

Pastoral  Acts July 1, 2019 - May 15, 2020 

• Baptisms: 32 

• Weddings: 7 

• Funerals: 18 

• Confirmation 2020: postponed to a later date due to COVID-19. 

 

Staff Updates 

We would like to thank the following people for their years of service at 

Our Saviour’s and for all they have done to Know Jesus and Make 

Jesus Known. We wish them well on their new journeys, and may God 

continue to bless each of them. 

• Marcy Andersen - Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

• Tyler Henderson - Men's Chorale Director 

• Cindy Novak - Communications Coordinator 

New Staff Members: 

• Kim Walker - Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

• Samantha Hood - Communications Coordinator 

• Nathan Rancatore  - Men's Chorale Director 

• Laura Coster - Women’s Chorale Director 

Special Note:  

Due to the pandemic, COVID-19, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

suspended all worship service and in-person activities starting March 14, 

2020 Small groups of ten or under were permitted to meet starting June 

1, 2020. There were limited rooms available for meetings to allow for six 

feet of social distancing. New cleaning practices, health screening, and 

room layouts were put into place to keep the congregation members and 

staff as safe as possible.  

 

Membership and Staff Updates 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

• Opened the 2019/2020 school year with 284 children and 27 staff members for our 15th 

Anniversary year. 

• Director Kelly Gilligan was recognized as ELCA Early Childhood Director of the Year. 

• A self-supported ministry of Our Saviour's, The Children's Center, provided a $120,000 

benevolence to Our Saviour's Operating Fund and $50,000 to the Debt Free Campaign. 

• Eleven preschool classes, and five Parent’s Day Out (PDO) classes were carried out in our 

seven classrooms.  

• A yearlong Tuesday Fine Motor Enrichment class and a Wednesday Book Club Enrichment class from 11:30am-

1pm was offered to extend the morning preschool classes. 

• We also offered six-week Enrichment classes, featuring six different classes along with three-week enrichment mini-

sessions in December and March. 

• We had our second annual Caldecott Art Show in the Celebration gym with each class choosing a book to illustrate, 

then create artwork for display. The artwork was also displayed during church when the preschoolers sang at 

Celebration in November, with record attendance. 

• Throughout the year we collected items for local missions and ministries. In December we collected over 200 

receiving blankets for Baby Care Ministry, and baby food and diapers for Loaves and Fishes. In March, during 

Lutheran Schools Week, we collected 500 boxes of cereal for Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry. 

• At Christmastime, the preschool provided 60 Christmas nativity ornaments in gift bags for the preschool children of 

Holy Families School in Chicago. 

• Each month we hosted chapel in the gym with over 200 preschoolers, parents, and grandparents attending. 

• In November, we hosted our fifth annual fall harvest Dad’s Night event. Over 200 dads and children came to school 

to rotate between classrooms set up with activities. The F3 Naperville men hosted activities in the gym for the Dads 

and preschoolers, as part of this evening. 

• The preschoolers crafted November table decorations for the Senior Luncheon held at Our Saviour’s. 

• Preschool families donated hundreds of gently loved baby items to the Baby Care Ministry throughout the school 

year, supporting Lutheran World Relief, and other local missions. 

• Preschool parents helped set up and staff exercise stations in the gym for Fitness Days in February. 

• All preschool children participated in the Celebration Children’s Center Fun Run in the gym at the end of February 

Fitness Month, being cheered on by parents. 

• A February “Eat out for the Children’s Center” event at Colonial Restaurant brought out a large crowd. Proceeds 

went to purchase a new maple tree to be planted next to the outdoor Learning Lab for the 50th Anniversary of Earth 

Day on April 22. 

• Four Thrivent Grants were received for preschool ministry events: Dad’s Night, Christmas Program, Lutheran 

Schools, and February Fitness Month. 

• An unprecedented COVID-19 coronavirus brought an abrupt end to our school year on Friday, March 13th. Illinois 

Governor Pritzker closed schools for the remainder of the school year with a “Stay-at-Home” order. 

• April tuition was not collected, and the May tuition deposit was refunded or credited to family accounts. This came at 

a loss of over $125,000 to the preschool budget. 

• Online learning happened for the remainder of the school year with YouTube lessons and emails. 

• “Stop and Go on the Playground” took place to return materials to students on May 22-25. 

• Summer Camps were canceled for Summer, 2020, with an overabundance of caution due to the pandemic. 

• We met all licensing standards and our DCFS license was renewed for three years on June 1, 2020. 

• Special thanks to the Celebration Preschool Board consisting of Mary Santucci, Teacher Liaison; Allison Kellogg, 

Parent Liaison/Secretary; Stuart Vance, School District #204 Teacher; Elida Vandenbergh, School District #203 

Teacher; Neil Springer; Finance Liaison; Jennifer Schuler, Missions Liaison; Christopher Maass, Facilities Liaison; 

Kelly Gilligan, Preschool Director; and Pastor Brian Wise. 

 2019-2020 Annual Report – Celebration Children’s Center Preschool 

Respectfully Submitted by Kelly Gilligan 



Children and Family Ministries 

Respectfully submitted by Kim Walker 

Sunday School: 

• 168 children participated in this year’s Sunday School program at 

Our Saviour’s, ranging from 3-year-old Preschool through 5th 

Grade. Sunday School was offered at the 9:00am and 10:30am 

worship services at the Our Saviour’s Campus and at the 

10:00am service at the Celebration Campus. Due to the COVID-

19 Pandemic, we began offering Sunday School via the online 

platform Google Classroom beginning on March 19, 2020. All 

videos and resources were posted weekly for families to continue 

doing Sunday School at home for the remainder of the year. This 

will likely continue to be offered in Fall 2020. 

• Children in 3rd grade were given copies of the WHIRL Lectionary 

NRSV Bible. 

• Special classes were offered to families with upper elementary 

children to talk about Addictive Disease Awareness and Human 

Sexuality in the context of Christian life. 

• Sunday Schoolers participated in numerous service projects 

throughout the year, including making Christmas cards for 

students at Holy Family School as well as donating 90 hats and 

gloves to them. Later in the year, students collected quarters for 

Feed My Starving Children and folded and sorted clothes for 

Baby Care. 

• Sunday School cannot happen without the incredible teachers 

that so graciously volunteer their time to teach our youngest Our 

Saviour’s members the Good News. Thank you to our many 

teachers & shepherds! 

 

Vacation Bible School: Roar! 

A full week of VBS: ROAR! included children aged 4 through grade 

5. 200 children and 99 volunteers learned when “Life is wild, God is 

good” through games, music, dancing, and of course – fun! This 

year, kiddos raised $607 for Our Saviour’s Mozambique mission. 

 

Stepping Stone Classes: 

At Baptism, family and friends make promises to the child and to 

God to raise their children in faith. Stepping Stone classes are 

designed for children and their parents to participate together in 

order to fulfill those promises. For two weeks, participants learn 

together about the topic. On the third week, children lead a part of 

the worship service that corresponds to the Stepping Stone class. 

Grade 1: Devotion Stepping Stone 

Grade 2: Stewardship Stepping Stone 

Grade 3: Bible Stepping Stone 

Grade 4: Service Stepping Stone 

Grade 5: Sacraments Stepping Stone 



 

Special Events for Families: 

Children’s Ministry hosted various events throughout the year to engage children 

and their families outside of Sunday morning.  

• Family Game Night, October 19. Families were invited to stay after Saturday 

night worship and enjoy pizza and life-size games in Fellowship Hall. Everyone 

wore their Halloween costumes and played games for candy prizes. The most 

popular game was our life-size Candy Land that guided players around the whole 

church! 

• Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, February 25. The whole church smelled like 

yummy pancakes to kick-off the season of Lent. Families enjoyed the pancakes, 

sausages, and pancake-themed games, all while raising money for Children and 

Family Ministry. 

• Crosswalk, April 10. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Crosswalk was not able to 

happen in the traditional sense. Instead, six families each took a scene of the 

Crosswalk story and acted it out at home. They filmed their piece on an iPhone 

and then the Faith Formation team edited and compiled the scenes together to 

form a Crosswalk video we shared via email and social media for our members. It 

was a very memorable Crosswalk, and we are thankful the story was able to be 

shared in this unique way! 

 

Introduction Kim Walker, Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator  

Kim officially joined the staff at Our 

Saviour’s on September 23. Kim is 

originally from Springfield, Illinois. She 

is a University of Illinois Champaign-

Urbana graduate with a background in 

Advertising. She joins the Our Saviour’s  

community as the Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator and assists with the faith 

formation of children ages 3 through 

grade 5 and their families.  

 

 



Youth Ministries 

Youth Ministries at Our Saviour’s focuses on the faith formation of students in grades 6-12. The purpose of 

Youth Ministries is to grow young Christian leaders who passionately live out their faith, lovingly share the 

Good News, and selflessly make a significant difference in the lives of others.  

 

Our Junior High students participated in Youth Sundays, shepherded Sunday 

School, attended retreats, connected in worship and with mission partners such as 

Loaves and Fishes and Feed My Starving Children. The youth also are 

encouraged to engage in the wider community with service experiences.  Our 

youth have worked with amazing service organizations, junior coached, worked 

with animals, and many other service experiences! We are blessed by their 

passion to serve. 

 

 

The focus for Junior High students is on learning the building blocks of faith and 

connecting those blocks to daily living. This year, we started a new curriculum schedule based on grade 

levels.  6th Grade—Old Testament, 7th Grade—New Testament, and 8th Grade—Christian Living.  This has 

allowed for small groups to continue, but we also occasionally meet as a whole grade level to deepen 

relationships across all of Surge.  We have also added family days so that parents can continue to walk 

alongside their children’s faith formation.  This included the first annual Surge Family Christmas Party.  

 

Junior High youth also have opportunities to go off campus for retreats and other special events.  Megan 

Hacker, 7th Grade, reflected that the retreats are her favorite part of the year because she can connect with 

everyone in a deeper way.  It also allows for youth to disconnect from their stressful lives and reconnect to 

creation and their faiths. Our 6th and 7th graders explored The Lord’s Prayer at Lutherdale Bible Camp in 

Wisconsin. The 8th grade retreat was focused on preparing the youth for confirmation, picking their Bible 

verses, and exploring what it means to fulfil the promises of our baptism through faith practice stations. We 

also went to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s Ultimate Lock-In at Enchanted Castle for the very first time.  

Our youth got to meet youth from all over the synod, participated in service projects, and had access to the 

arcade all night long.  

 

Youth Sunday   

6th - 7th Grade  

Retreat 

Respectfully submitted by Stephanie Engel, Youth Director 



Many of our High Schoolers met weekly at Ignition where they ate dinner, 

participated in large group activities, and bonded with their small groups, 

all while growing in faith.  They were generous in their shopping for Toys 

for Tots, made blankets for Bridge Communities with which to welcome 

families, and created Birthday Bags for Loaves & Fishes.   

 

The theme for Ignition this year was “Called and Sent,” and we explored 

what it means that God calls each and every one of us.   We had 

meaningful conversations as pastors and mentors shared their call stories 

alongside call stories in the Bible.  We also had a lot of fun this year with 

trivia games, loud prayer practices, and stump the pastor.    One of the 

favorite nights this year was our Art Studio Night.   

 

Our high school youth are passionate about making a difference in the 

lives of those around them and abroad.  They are deeply relational and 

seek God in their relationships with others. Outside of Ignition, high school 

students participated in worship, served as Sunday School teachers/

shepherds and Surge Mentors, and had service opportunities like Sleep 

Out Saturday.  They are also active in the wider community, often serving 

together as they live our their faiths beyond the church walls.    

 

Youth Ministry, like other ministries, was impacted by COVID-19.  We had 

to delay the Spring Break Mission Trip, Confirmation, Baccalaureate, and 

other events. However, our youth have continued to be dedicated to our 

faith community. Youth Ministry quickly adapted and offered online 

meetings beginning March 15.  Youth and families also have opportunities 

to grow in faith through daily social media posts. Our new model of ministry 

is possible because of our volunteers and youth leaders who have even 

formed new ministry opportunities during this time.  Their visions of faith-

filled community will continue to shape Youth Ministry through the summer.   

 

Finally, a note of gratitude to the mentors, registration coordinators, meal 

coordinators, shoppers, chaperones, and all the volunteers that impact the 

faith lives of youth at Our Saviour’s. At last count, it takes over 60 active 

volunteers for Youth Ministries to be as robust and meaningful as it is. This 

year we are especially grateful for your flexibility as you continued to walk 

along and with our youth in new ways.  Sleep Out Saturday 

Art Studio Night at Ignition 

• 80 Junior High students 
• 60 High School students  
• 60+ Volunteers  
• 1,000+ Rolls of toilet paper collected for Loaves & 

Fishes 
• 20 Sleep Out Saturday Participants  

• 33  6-7th Grade Retreat Participants 
• 11  Ultimate Synod Lock-In Participants 
• 29  8th Grade Retreat Participants  
• 2    Youth Sundays 
• $25,000+ raised at the 32nd Annual Youth Auction 

Youth Ministry by the numbers: 



Adult Ministries 

Lead all by congregation members, Our Saviour’s 

continues to welcome people from diverse spiritual 

experiences and walk with them on their faith journey 

through these ministries and more.  

Dialogues in Faith: Dialogues in Faith—or DIF—is a 

discussion-based group open to everyone who’s ever 

found themselves in service with a question to ask or a 

comment to share. We meet on Sunday mornings with the 

goal of cultivating rich, diverse faith conversations in a 

safe, welcoming environment. We are a lay-led group 

under the direction of Fran Huff and Andrea Field. We 

began last year with an in-depth study of Companionship 

and Kinship, heard presentations from Our Saviour’s 

mission partners, and delved into Max Lucado’s Because 

of Bethlehem, Richard Rohr’s The Universal Christ, and 

the Augsburg Confession. When the church building was 

closed, we brought DIF to homes on Zoom and looked at 

how Jesus is depicted in art and what the mystics might 

teach us as they lived often solitary lives. 

We utilize a diverse set of teaching formats from, videos 

and lectures to readings and discussion, to enrich our 

spiritual journeys and relationships with each other and 

Christ. By far, the strength of our ministry is the people 

who attend and lead. Each week, we gather to share our 

passions and insights to help each other develop in 

faith.  We are always open to people who want to share 

questions, reflections, doubts, or thoughts with us. 

Men’s Ministry: Men’s Ministry, now in its 15th year, 

continued its mission of providing opportunities for the men 

of Our Saviour's’s to grow in faith, fellowship, and 

service.  The monthly Men’s Breakfast (second Saturday of 

each month from September to May) featured a Car Show 

with new and vintage cars in September; the annual 

Veteran’s Day Celebration in November; Bishop Yehiel 

Curry for the January 2020 All Congregation Breakfast; 

and guest speakers that included Pastor Emily, Dick Untch 

with a virtual African safari, Bill Leibforth on his book 

“Forgotten Black Heroes of Baseball,” and Robert Giese, 

on reconciling science and faith.  Most of the Men’s 

planned philanthropies (cooking dinner for Loaves & 

Fishes “Moving Up” program, Lenten Soup 

Dinner, Baccalaureate Brunch, and MEGA Garage Sale) 

were canceled due to the COVID-19 shelter-at-home 

order, but did manage to get in the 2nd Annual Top Chef in 

February, 2020, with co-sponsor Women’s Ministry and the 

Men’s Retreat at LOMC on March14-15, 2020. 

Women’s Ministry: Women’s Ministry provides 

opportunities to all women to gather in fellowship, service, 

and learning. The Women's Ministry hosted eight 

opportunities for women with an average attendance of 20-

30. These events included a Painting Party at Pinot’s 

Palette, Movie Night and Dinner, the Our Saviour’s 2nd 

Top Chef chili/soup cook-off, Bible Journaling, a book 

discussion of This Is How It Always Is by Laurie Frankel, 

and a year-end Zoom gathering of 20 women to discuss 

gardening! The Women’s Ministry Retreat on October 26-

27 was held at the LaSalle Manor Retreat Center in Plano. 

Twenty-nine women attended to study Fierce & Faithful 

Women of the Bible. We hosted Sunday Hospitality and a 

Midweek Lenten Soup Supper.  

Small Groups: Small Groups impact the life of the Our 

Saviour’s community by making connections, building 

relationships, and by creating space for healthy and 

diverse faith conversations. New groups formed and met, 

many over Zoom in the last months of this fiscal year. The 

Small Groups Leadership Team looks to begin even more 

groups in virtual and in-person options.  

Other Adult Ministries offered in 2019-2020:  

• Financial Peace University led by Mike Nulicek with 37 

participants. 

• Book discussion on Holy Envy led by Jim Bono and 

Pastor Emily with 24 participants,  

• Holden Village Trip led 

by Kris Reenstjerna 

with18 participants. 

Bishop Yehiel Curry, Guest Speaker at the January 2020 
All Congregation Breakfast at Our Saviour’s 



Our Saviour's’s programming includes Care Ministries that tend to mind, body and spirit, supporting the healing 

mission of the church. Our mission is to touch lives of the people in our church and community through prayer, 

service, support, and activities as we strive to know Jesus and help make Jesus ’ presence felt in people’s lives.  

Care Ministry Staff consists of the pastors and the faith community nurse. 

Care Ministry Programs 

• The following programs involve many congregational members as volunteers. We especially thank the 

people from the congregation who served in these 

programs to care for others in our church and 

community.  We thank volunteers also for quick 

response to changes necessitated by the COVID-19 

restrictions, increasing their phone call and card 

contacts during the restrictions from face-to-face 

visits. 

• Volunteer Care Visitor Ministry (35 volunteers) 

• Prayer Ministers 

• Worship Service of Remembrance 

• Health-related Educational Programs 

• Eucharistic Ministers 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry 

• Prayer Line 

• Caring Casseroles/ Meals 

• Long-Term Care Center Worship Services 

Care Ministry 

Faith Community Nurse:  
Dawn DeBoer  

The purpose of the Faith Community Nurse is to 
nurture the human spirit through health education, 
spiritual support, and linking the needs of the whole 
person to resources within the congregation, 
community, and the health care system  
 
Specialized Care Support included the following: 

• Personal visits or phone calls -1,100 annually. 

• Working with teams such as health education, 
spiritual development, Prayer Shawl, Senior 
Lunch - Approx. 4,000 individual contacts per 
year. 

 

The purpose of pastoral care-team visitations is to 

tend to the spiritual needs of those unable to be in 

church regularly by bringing health and spiritual 

presence to them in their homes, hospital, rehab, 

and/or nursing home 

 

Specialized Care Support by the Care Team 

provides face-to-face contacts.  The COVID-19 

restrictions required changes in how the team 

functioned, leading to fewer face-to-face visits but 

substantially more phone call contacts. 

• Home/Hospital Visits - 280 annually, drastically 
restricted due to COVID-19.  

• CARE Worship - Average attendance is 30 per 
month. 

• Monarch Bible Study - Average attendance is 12 
per month. 



Our Saviour’s enjoys a passion for outreach. We recognize the historic and contemporary importance of the various 

activities and communities which have been helped and which have touched the lives of our own congregation 

through our missional efforts. This past year, the mission and benevolence committee (MBC) has been very active. 

As a reminder, mission activities are defined as being provided externally to individuals locally, regionally, or 

internationally who are not organizationally related to Our Saviour’s through membership. They may be from other 

faith traditions or from no faith tradition. Benevolences are defined as any external organization who is entrusted 

with Our Saviour’s funds, does not rely on a committee within Our Saviour’s to plan events which promote their 

ministry, nor does Our Saviour’s have control on how money given to them is spent. 

Our Saviour’s missions and benevolences have historically been categorized as being either locally or globally 

focused. Updates on each mission and benevolence are below. 

 

Local Outreach 

Bridge Communities: bridgecommunities.org  

Our Saviour’s volunteers and Bridge staff assist homeless families to self-sufficiency via coaching, economic, and 

other supportive services. Sleep out Saturday is a homelessness awareness and fundraising event held each 

November which supports Bridge Communities. Our Saviour’s mission dollars sponsor a family who is at risk of 

becoming homeless and provide mentors to help guide them to become self-sufficient and financially stable. We 

have signed up for another two-year commitment and are rounding out the first year as we walk alongside our 

bridge family. 

 

 

DuPage PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter): dupagepads.org  

Our Saviour’s is privileged to host homeless guests 

each Friday night for dinner, showers, and breakfast/sack lunches in 

July and August. We are grateful to the many volunteers and 

businesses who help provide hours and resources to make the event 

happen. Our guests appreciate our hospitality, and our volunteers 

enjoy being a part of it! Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are unsure if PADS will continue in the summer of 2020. 

 

 

 

ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod: mcselca.org  

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, our faith in a loving God frees us to be generous and 

to boldly participate in God’s work in the world. Stewardship is no longer simply about paying the church’s bills. It is 

about how congregations can together live out God’s call to love our neighbor. We are open to the Holy Spirit’s 

invitation to participate in and contribute to God’s work in the world using all of the gifts that God has entrusted to 

our care. Mission Support is the portion of offerings that ELCA congregations share with synods and the churchwide 

organization — unites us in this vital, life-giving work. 

Mission Support provides 51% of the resources to enable the ELCA to begin new ministries, alleviate poverty, work 

for justice and peace, and so much more. When we send our gift to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, we continue 

the goal to support local mission work. Our Saviour’s contributed $109,600 this past year to the Chicago 

Metropolitan Synod. This is roughly 6.6% of our overall unrestricted giving budget for fiscal year 2019-2020. 

 

Outreach  

http://www.bridgecommunities.org
http://www.dupagepads.org
http://www.mcselca.org


Holy Family School: holyfamilyministries.org  

Holy Family School strives to provide opportunities for people 

from Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods to excel 

academically, grow spiritually, expand life experiences, and to 

become effective leaders. The school serves approximately 650 

students with two levels of pre-school, kindergarten through 

eighth grades after-school, and Saturday programs. During the 

last year, members of Our Saviour’s helped the school with 

donations of school supplies, books, and DVD’s, clothing for 

resale, and monies for scholarships. Approximately 30 people from Our Saviour’s have either participated in events 

to support the school or have visited the school itself this past year as we continue our support for this ministry!  

Loaves & Fishes Community Services: loaves-fishes.org  

Provided food and support to over 19,800 unique individuals in Naperville and DuPage County this past year. As a 

Cornerstone Partner with Loaves & Fishes, Our Saviour’s serves a critical role in ending hunger and promoting self

-sufficiency to thousands of local families. Loaves & Fishes recognizes the outstanding support of the Our 

Saviour‘s community (volunteers, product donations, Our Savoiur‘s financial support, individual donor support. The 

Our Saviour‘s volunteers are quite often key volunteers at Loaves & Fishes and have a close comradery. These 

volunteers are also willing and able to share faith experiences with other volunteers, staff, and clients. 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI): lssi.org  

Responding to the Gospel, LSSI brings healing, justice, and wholeness to people and communities. Serving Illinois 

since 1867, LSSI is a non-profit social service organization of the three Illinois synods of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). LSSI is the largest statewide social service provider, serving almost 50,000 people 

across Illinois last year. The organization provides critical programs for the state’s most vulnerable residents 

including foster care, early childhood development, mental health services, alcohol and drug treatment, home care 

for seniors, affordable senior housing, residential programs for people with developmental disabilities, and 

programs that help formerly incarcerated individuals integrate back into society. Our Saviour ’s contributed $4,000 

this past year to LSSI. 

SamaraCare: samaracarecounseling.org  

For 45+ years, SamaraCare have been providers, educators and advocates for progressive mental health 

counseling for people of all ages. Expertise, compassion and spirit-led care has always been at the heart of their 

services as they lead people to live life to the best of the ability. SamaraCare is a non-profit organization which got 

its start when three local churches, Our Saviour’s being one of them, came together to create a counseling 

organization that would address the mental health needs of the community – regardless of a person’s race, 

religion, gender or socioeconomic status. Since their early days, they have grown and thrived thanks to generous 

financial support and an exceptional staff. Support has come from other area churches, service clubs, corporations, 

foundations and hundreds of individuals. SamaraCare’s staff of highly-trained and dedicated counselors have built 

a reputation of trusted and effective care.  Our Saviour’s contributed $10,000 this past year to SamaraCare. 

World Relief Chicago – Refugees: worldreliefchicago.org  

Our Saviour’s refugee mission has historically helped arriving refugee families in their resettlement process by 

providing them with a welcome pack. In addition, our team mentors and visits regularly to help them integrate with 

our culture and provide them with donated furniture. Our refugee team has been connected to a Burmese church in 

Wheaton who purchased their own building in early 2018. Currently, no new refugees are arriving. The refugee 

mission has continued to coach and mentor those who arrived prior to the border closing in home improvement 

projects and general resettlement activities. This year, due to the current economic crisis, our refugees team 

developed materials to help these families with budgeting guidelines as well as for college preparation.  

 

http://www.holyfamilyministries.org
http://www.loaves-fishes.org
http://www.lssi.org
http://samaracarecounseling.org
https://worldreliefchicago.org


Global Outreach 

Baby Care: lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits  

Baby Care kits are not only distributed as part of emergency 

relief efforts, but they are also given to encourage expectant 

women to seek prenatal care. Baby Care’s reach, both locally 

and globally, provides clothing and other essentials to babies in 

need. 

Our Saviour’s has multiple events throughout the year where 

Baby Care is central: 

• Mother’s Day Gift Offering – Two weekend opportunity 

prior to Mother’s Day. This is an opportunity for people to 

make donations honoring or in memory of important women 

in their lives. 

• Sunday school offerings 

• God’s Work Our Hands Sunday – Partnered with Naperville 

Financial Consultants, Thrivent Financial, to supply a diaper 

folding pack event in the Fellowship Center on the Our 

Saviour’s campus. 

• Partnership with DuPage Moms, Highland Clothing Resale, Rhea Lana’s of Fox Valley, Second 

Change Resale, Bugaboo Children’s consignment – Twice yearly participation to receive donations and 

build relationships. 

 

Bright Stars of Bethlehem: brightstarsbethlehem.org  

Partners in growing hope in Palestine. Their vision is assuring that Christianity survives and thrives in the Holy 

Land. Bright Stars promotes and spreads God’s Word through multiple outreach ministries of Christmas 

Lutheran Church in Bethlehem to build hope and a bright  

 

Feed the Need Mobile Pack: fmsc.org  

Feed the Need Mobile Pack is the Naperville area’s packing 

event which partners with Feed My Starving Children (FMSC). 

FMSC provides nutritional meals to malnourished children around 

the world. Events are held each year at Our Saviour’s to raise 

money for the annual mobile pack, held each February at North 

Central College. Our Saviour’s events include the Men’s Sing 

Epiphany Concert and the sale of Apple Pancakes. Other funding 

is provided through the MEGA Garage Sale, Youth Auction, 

mission and benevolence budget allocation as well as donations 

from the congregation and business sponsors. Total funding 

raised for the mobile pack totals $25,000. As part of the Feed the 

Need group, we work with 24 faith partners and a number of 

business partners in the Naperville area to host the mobile pack each February, on President’s Day weekend. 

This helps develop faith-based relationships outside of our church. This year also featured a worship service as 

part of one of the packing sessions. This past February, Feed the Need packed over 1,300,000 meals to feed 

over 3,500 starving children of the world for an entire year. We know that these meals will get to where they are 

needed and feed those who need them most. We touch and influence many lives by participating in this one 

single event. This is truly a whole church event, involving participants as young as 6 years old through age 96+. 

It is the single largest involvement of Our Saviour’s members on a mission service event, and it has proven to 

be a fun, multigenerational activity which brings us together as a congregational community. 

https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits
http://brightstarsbethlehem.org
https://www.fmsc.org


Haiti Scholars:https://haitischolars.wildapricot.org 

Haiti Scholars was added in April 2019 as the latest 

benevolence of Our Saviour’s in response to the overwhelming 

support for their ministry efforts in Mariani, Haiti near Port-au-

Prince. Our Saviour’s youth have been traveling to Haiti since 

the earthquake in 2010 and a deep love for the people and their 

love for Jesus has blossomed. Haiti Scholars’ mission is to 

provide educational assistance to students ages 3-11 years at 

Centre D’Etudes Lumiere in Mariani, Haiti. They currently 

support scholarships for the neediest children in the area. Their 

mission is to work in partnership with the teachers and staff to 

educate the “whole” child for all the students at the school by 

providing a solid education, emotional support, and proper 

nutrition. Striving to teach each child the fundamentals in math, reading, grammar, science, physical education, 

along with computer skills and English as a second language is critical in long term success. Their belief is that 

having the gift of education brings hope, self-esteem, and empowerment for a better future. 

 

Mozambique 

We are honored to continue our partnership with the people of Mozambique. Each month Our Saviour ’s provides 

financial support which helps the Lutheran Church of Mozambique to provide care and support beyond their church 

walls. Vida Humana means Human Life, and it is an outreach ministry of the Lutheran Church of Mozambique that 

walks alongside people who have been infected with HIV and AIDS. Our support in Mozambique also feeds people 

through a food nutritional pack called, Epap and we help support a school for Zimbabwean children who are 

displaced in Mozambique.  

 

Slovakia: cce.sk and ecavnr.sk  

Our Saviour’s is celebrating 22 years of being partners in 

ministry with The Center for Christian Education (CCE) in Martin, 

Slovakia. The CCE is a private school where people of all ages 

can learn and experience the love of Christ while receiving a 

quality education. The CCE spreads the Gospel in this post-

communist region of the world to reintroduce a church relevant 

today. 

In addition to the relationship with the CCE, Our Saviour’s 

continues to enjoy a close relationship with Holy Spirit Lutheran 

Church in Naperville’s Sister City, Nitra, Slovakia. In June 2018, 

20+ individuals from Our Saviour’s traveled to Slovakia to 

worship at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and witness the first ever 

high school graduation ceremony at the Center for Christian 

Education! 

 

World Hunger: elca.org/hunger  

World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need and responds with supporting sustainable 

solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. Our Saviour’s and the ELCA are committed to 

alleviating poverty both locally and globally.  

Our Saviour’s contributed $14,000 this past year to ELCA World Hunger. 

http://www.cce.sk
http://www.ecavnr.sk
http://www.elca.org/hunger


The Worship and Arts Ministry Teams have been working 

hard this year, along with the pastors, to provide creative, 

meaningful, and faith-filled worship services. Our mission 

is to glorify God in all we do through music leadership, 

worship support, technological and visual enhancement in 

our worship services both in person and online. 

In September, the Worship and Arts ministry team was 

reorganized as Terry Thompson and Chris Brown became 

Co-Worship and Arts Directors. Chris and Terry work 

together on worship planning for all services, lead the 

Worship and Arts Board and Co-Direct the Eagle’s Wings 

Youth Choir. Terry also directs the Sanctuary Choir, 

Seraphim Choir, Brass Ensemble, Cantata Orchestra, and 

the Fine Art Camps. Chris Brown leads the Tech Arts 

Ministry and the Celebration Band. We thank the Worship 

and Arts Search Team for their months of hard work and 

countless hours of time poured into the search process.  

 

The music ministry is a team of highly skilled and 

passionate individuals. Sue Bergren: Primary organist and 

accompanist for Sanctuary Choir and Eagle’s Wings. 

John Beed and Mary Mason: Associate Organists for 

Saturday night services.  Sue, John and Mary all served 

as accompanists for Men’s and Women’s Chorales 

throughout the year, and John Beed has also continued to 

accompany for Seraphim Choir.   

List of leaders and choirs: Cherubim Choir-Kiersten 

Boesso, Seraphim Choir -Terry Thompson, Praise 

Percussion (Grades 6-8)- Shelley May Hutchison:  and 

Praise Express (Grades 6-8) - Jessica Moore.  Women’s 

Chorale – Laura Coster, Men’s Chorale – Nathan 

Rancatore, Saxophone Ensemble, Marty Rench and Ken 

Abeling, Bach Ringers - Shelley May Hutchison, Bach 

Bells - Jill Ryan.  

 

The Worship and Art Board– a thriving board 

responsible for everything you see in our worship, 

including decorating, ushers, and many more aspects of 

worship. Worship and Arts Board: Altar Care: Deb 

Collander, Joyce Zimmerman; Visual Arts: Jan Dusek, 

Diane Greenawalt, Barb Hiner; Ushers: Craig 

Schuler ;Communion Servers: Ken Miller; Hospitality: 

Diane Greenawalt, Nancy Bolinger, Kristi Redenius, 

Celebration Campus: Kathie Howe, Assisting Ministers: 

Mike Gervase; Prayer Ministers: Patti Minta. The Worship 

and Arts Ministry is thriving because of the devoted, 

nurturing, dedicated volunteers that serve. Each week, all 

our services are touched by many volunteers who 

graciously give their time to serve communion, decorate 

the sanctuary, usher, lector, serve as assisting ministers, 

prepare communion, greet, sing, play, and more.  The 

Worship and Arts Board continues to meet online as we 

prepare and plan for our return to in person worship.  

 

Music Ministry Highlights:  

Sanctuary Choir started the year with three new members 

and a Choir Retreat.  The retreat ended with a choral 

clinic featuring renowned conductor, Dr. James Stegall. 

The choir combined with Eagle’s Wings to Celebrate our 

Slovakia partnership by singing songs in Slovak. All the 

adult choirs have continued to meet on Zoom during the 

pandemic. Many adult singers have recorded music for 

online worship. 

 

Cherubim and Seraphim Choirs sing 1-2 times a month. 

Four “One and Done’ opportunities were provided to allow 

children to participate in a Children’s Choir. The 

Children's Choirs were scheduled to present “The Sailor’s 

Bible” in April but the musical was postponed due to 

Covid 19. They continue to meet on Zoom online and 

enjoyed a Virtual Ice Cream Social with parent‘s help. 

 

Praise Express & Praise Percussion: serve one to two 

times a month. The youth also served on our two Youth 

Leadership Sundays as well as leading SAMBA. The 

ensemble has continued to meet on Zoom. 

 

Eagle’s Wings highlights this year include a Fall 

Retreat/PADS, a Mini Tour to St Louis where they sang in 

Nursing homes, attended a Christian Concert by 

MercyME, and enjoyed a choral clinic with Maria Ellis 

from the St Louis Children’s Choir, Thanksgiving Eve 

service with alums, and the Slovakia Dinner. The Annual 

Youth Auction was March 8 and the theme was Around 

the World! Wendy Perry choreographed our dances, 37 

Students were involved on stage, three students on tech 

crew, and many junior high servers. Several teams of 

volunteers planned decorations, served on the kitchen 

team, coordinated the auction, and helped with tech, 

finance, clean up, etc. An “angel” cooking team kicked 

into gear after our chef came down with the flu. This 

extraordinary team came together and took our chef’s 

recipes and masterfully produced a delicious meal with 

zero prep time! A beautiful community response to 

support the youth. Special thanks to Chris Whitney for 

leading our angel volunteers through two very long days 

and thank you to our all angel volunteers. Approximately 

$27,000 was raised for our youth program. Eagle’s Wings 

Ministry Tour to Slovakia 2020 has been postponed until 

2021 with current seniors invited to join us.  

 

Worship and the Arts Ministries 
Submitted by Terry Thompson and Chris Brown 



Men's Summer Sing and Reformation Sing - Many 

men from the surrounding area join the Our Saviour's 

Men's Chorale for a weekend of worship and song. 

Martin Luther, Rev. Don E. Rothweiler, made a guest 

appearance at the Reformation Sing. Funds raised 

benefit the Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack.  

 

Bach Ringers: Shelley May Hutchison and ten bell 

ringers travelled to New York City to participate in The 

Great Christmas Ring. After a Saturday Central Park 

performance, they joined 500 ringers from around the 

country and provided prelude music before 

the Carnegie Hall presentation of Handel's Messiah on 

December 1. Truly, a magical experience! 

 

Service of Remembrance: Lynne Sherman and team 

do an amazing job planning our Service of 

Remembrance, a service that honors and remembers all 

who have died in our community over the past year.  

Christmas Cantata, Joy Has Dawned, integrated the 

musicians and singers from the 10:00am contemporary 

worship, and, musicians from the 5:00pm, 8:00am, 

9:00am and 10:30am worship. The Brass Ensemble 

performed too. The resulting musical offering was 

outstanding and involved over 100 participants. A 

wonderful team of volunteers fed the musicians between 

the Cantatas.  

 



Online Worship: In March, the pastors and Worship and 

Arts Team responded to the decision to move worship 

online, which was made on a Saturday morning. Within 

hours, the first online worship video was ready for the 

weekend. As a result of the pandemic, we were forced 

very quickly into a weekly online worship format. The 

staff and volunteers in the music ministry were able to 

work together to make this huge leap seamlessly and 

quickly. Multiple families continue to volunteer in new 

and different ways each week for our online videos. Our 

online experience has grown to include communion and 

special music. The online presence has also resulted in 

an increase in the number of people seeing our weekly 

worship. People are watching from home or wherever 

they happen to be and are now sharing the message 

with others…as we are called to do. We are all grateful 

for the wonderful support and grace offered to us from 

the congregation. 

Holy Week and Easter were very different this year with 

online services. The first online Last Supper Drama was 

presented on Maundy Thursday, while an online Good 

Friday service followed a traditional Tenebrae service of 

darkness, which used music and artwork to convey last 

moments of the life of Christ. Separated in distance, but 

together in spirit, we celebrated our Easter Service 

online. A combination of recorded music from last year 

featuring our 9 am congregation, along with the 

Celebration Band and a virtual hymn experience, we 

were blessed to have 10 brass players, a Timpani 

player, two organists, a choir, and a bell ensemble as 

part of our online Easter worship. A new virtual hymn 

featuring our talented Singers and Brass players was put 

together by Adam Gohr. 

Tech Team: Our team is an incredible group of people, 

including parent/child volunteers, who have helped run 

our services each week. Online worship videos have 

now been crafted each week by Chris Brown. Chris has 

poured his energy into creating creative and engaging 

worship videos. Chris and his amazing technical skills 

allowed us to make this leap into the virtual world. We 

are grateful for his knowledge and leadership in pulling 

together our weekly videos. Our church is now realizing 

how important technology is and the impact it is having 

since the outbreak of Covid-19. We are bringing a 

worship format to our congregation that didn’t exist until 

now. We are Making Jesus Known in new and exciting 

ways that will continue to evolve as we learn how we will 

face this pandemic. Moving forward, we are considering 

new ways to continue our online presence even after we 

can return physically to our buildings. Chris is seeking 

people to join this new online worship team. 

The Celebration Band has been a firm foundation for 

our service at Celebration this past year while also 

providing support for all the choirs that join us. They 

have really shown their commitment to our church 

through this time of quarantine. For those who don’t 

know, the individual members of the band have been 

creating music each week from their homes and sending 

their parts to be assembled into a song and video for 

worship. This is not an easy task for any of them, and 

our thanks to all of them for their time and effort in 

helping make worship happen each week. We look 

forward to the day when we can once again physically 

be together in the same room praising God. 

Drive by Car Parades were organized by directors and 

mentors for all our children/youth choirs. The joy on the 

faces of the youth was rewarding and contagious. In 

total, 11 mentors/directors visited 60 homes that had 84 

youth singers combined in four towns and many miles. 

CARE Worship: We continue to provide worship 

services once a month at Tabor Hills Assisted and 

Nursing facilities, and Brookdale Assisted Living. In 

March, services were canceled due to COVID-19. Terry 

Thompson is providing music opportunities with 

recorded songs being shared with these communities so 

they may still worship and sing together. 

Musical Gatherings are now available online. An Online 

Hymn Countdown premiered in June. Additional online 

singing opportunities are also being developed.  

Memorial gifts were used to make substantial 

improvements for Bach Ringers this year in memory of 

Bob Fratini; and a Bell Tree was purchased in memory 

of Barbara Gustafson. 

 

The Church and Worship Continue Through COVID-19 



 



 

Social Media Connections during COVID-19 



Naperville's Our Saviour's Church brightens 

Washington Street...Daily Herald, May 15, 2020 

Longtime church members Lisa and Savannah Hamman 

decorated the sidewalks in front of the Our Saviour's 

campus with beautiful artwork and messages of, "Love," 

"Patience," and "Kindness".  

 

In front of the church's Celebration Campus, signs were 

added reminding the community, "This too shall pass. 

Have Faith" and "Show Kindness". This is part of Our 

Saviour's continued efforts to reach out to the community 

during this difficult time offering messages of hope, peace, 

and encouragement. 

 



COVID-19 Impact 

This past year has been a year of accomplishment and 

progress, despite the challenges set forth by the COVID-

19 Pandemic.  Like entities around the world, we have 

faced unprecedented changes to the way we have 

historically operated.  From a facilities perspective, some 

of the things we have changed include: 

• Indefinitely suspended all activities at the church, 

replacing them with on-line events such as Zoom 

Gatherings. 

• In the absence of event set-up and take-down, 100% 

of our custodial attention was focused on cleaning and 

sanitizing.   

• Outside janitorial services were suspended.  Our own 

custodial staff was deemed essential and maintained 

working hours. 

• All on-site projects by the DIY (Do It Yourself) Team 

were suspended for the duration of stay at home order. 

• To save on utility costs, non-essential electrical 

devices were shut down (ice machines, coffee makers, 

refrigerators, printers, copiers, computers, etc.).  

Thermostats at both campuses were adjusted to 

minimize energy consumption, and gas to the kitchens 

was shut off. 

• Face masks were worn, and six-foot separation 

distances were maintained any time multiple people 

were in the building. 

• The front doors have remained closed and locked.  To 

ensure secure delivery and storage of incoming mail, a 

commercial size, locking mailbox was installed. 

• Cleaning/sanitizing supplies, as well as required 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) have been 

inventoried and ordered as necessary. 

Capital Budget and Expenditures 

Our total approved capital budget for the fiscal year was 

$471,500. This is comprised of the original budget of 

$396,500 approved in June, 2019, and the additional 

$75,000 approved in January, 2020, for recovering of the 

roof over the Fellowship Hall.  The total expenditures are 

anticipated to be $451,332 this fiscal year assuming no 

further miscellaneous expenditures are encountered.  

This includes amounts for projects that are currently 

anticipated to be completed this fiscal year, such as the 

Fellowship Roof repair.  A listing of completed projects 

along with their cost is as follows: 

• Repaired/replaced concrete sidewalk, apron, curb and 

gutter near main entrance of OSLC.  Seal coated and 

striped Our Saviour’s parking lot ($20,821, funded from 

last year’s budget). 

• Replaced shingles and repaired Our Saviour’s 

Sanctuary roof ($14,130).  

• Replaced Our Saviour’s Campus Roof K, including 

HVAC system upgrade ($328,000).  

• Replaced all Our Saviour’s outside light timers with 

“atomic clocks” and updated exterior floods to LED 

spots for energy savings, aesthetics, and improved 

security ($7,767).. 

• Replaced 13 internal emergency exit lights at Our 

Saviour's Campus ($800). 

• Replaced 2 urinals in Our Saviour’s men's rest room 

with auto flush Kohler units, saving >500,000 gal/yr. 

water and wastewater ($2,820). 

• Replaced electrical conduit and upgraded Bell Tower 

lights to LED ($2,600) 

• Replaced 2 space heaters at Celebration Campus 

($7,551) 

• Replaced grease trap and repaired concrete floor in 

Our Saviour’s kitchen ($6,700). 

• Replaced the roof above Fellowship Hall, referred to as 

“Roof J” ($75,000 work in process).  

• Facilitated an Eagle Scout project to design and build 

wooden donation boxes for both campuses ($0…

donation). 

 

Property and Facilities  
Submitted by Greg Norgaard 



• Completed installation of new sign at Our Saviour’s 

Campus along Washington Street, coupled with 

relocation of the Cross and a new LED flood light to 

illuminate it (Project total $28,190.  $5,311 funded from 

capital budget, $22,879, funded from the Frutchey 

Estate).   

 

In addition, a new policy and supporting procedures 

were developed to ensure all capital projects are fully 

documented for approvals, competitive bidding where 

appropriate, and documented in Church records.  

 

Property Committee and Facility Projects Planned 

for 2020/21 and Beyond:  

Our needs are growing and changing, the environment 

is dynamic, and our facilities are aging.  In response, the 

Property Committee has developed and is following a 

five-year planning process for major repairs and 

replacements. The plan includes a brief project 

overview, estimated timing, and cost for both the Our 

Saviour’s (OSLC) and Celebration Campuses. Projects 

tentatively slated for the upcoming years include: 

• Celebration Backup Sump Pump 

• Celebration Conversion to LED 

• Celebration Curb and Sidewalk Repair 

• Celebration Exterior Structural Repairs 

• Celebration Power Backup 

• Celebration Replace Kitchen Grease Trap  

• Celebration Seal Coat and Striping 

• Celebration Handicap-Accessible Bathrooms 

• New Phone System - All Campuses 

• Upgrade IT infrastructure (include conversion to fiber 

optics) 

• OSLC HVAC Upgrade/Replace 

• OSLC Curb and Sidewalk Repair 

• OSLC Exterior Structural Repairs (includes Sanctuary) 

• OSLC Flooring Replace (Public Areas) 

• OSLC Furniture Recover/Replace (Public Areas) 

• OSLC Heat Unit Upgrade/Replace 

• OSLC Seal Coat and Striping 

• OSLC Handicap-Accessible Bathrooms 

• OSLC Update balance of lighting to LED 

• Refresh Landscaping All Campuses 

• OSLC Tree Trimming/Removal 

• OSLC Design and Engineering for Potential Main Door 

Canopy 

• Miscellaneous (For unexpected projects) 

 

Property Committee Members: Jim Harms, Jim Hiner, 

Jean Jepson, Brett Lindberg (Church Council Liaison), 

Greg Norgaard, Dave Schramm, Jeff Travis, Bob 

Turnquist, and Mark Witt.   

Finally, what a joy it has been to work with our DIY (Do It Yourself) Team.   

This dedicated group of Our Saviour’s handymen has completed 198 projects in a year shortened by five 

months because of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Think of what they could do with a full year!!  This group has 

greatly improved our facilities, making them safer, more comfortable and aesthetically pleasing while saving 

the congregation thousands of dollars.  Thank you for your time and service. 



Administration 

Respectfully Submitted by Jean Jepson, Director of Communications and Administration 

 

Our Saviour’s Administration Team helps support functions that help the ministry and 

organization meet their long-term goals. This includes communications, facilities, accounting, 

human resources, and general administration support. During the past year, we continued to 

assess the efficiency and effectiveness within the administration functions to help develop 

plans that support the organization as a whole. Staff partners with various lay teams helps to 

support the goals of the individual ministries and the overall faith community.  

This past year, processes have been refined, and new ideas have emerged. 

• The website has been updated 

• Social Media presence continues to grow and expand. 

SHUT DOWN DURING COVID-19: 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Our Saviour’s made the tough decision to close our buildings and postpone all  

in-person activities including worship. Several new steps were taken to insure our buildings were secure and that 

ministry continued during this time. 

• Multiple congregational emails were sent out weekly, including a weekend worship email and video. 

• Encouraging banners were displayed at both campus buildings. 

• Building expenses were lower by turning down the heat in both buildings, reduced use of lighting, limited use of 
copy machines. 

• The website was updated to become a better tool for congregation members to connect, including adding the 
prerecorded worship videos, links to serve, and COVID-19 updates. 

• Expansion of social media that now includes include Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and congregational emails.  

• Obtained Zoom accounts to have conference call capability. 

• Staff worked remotely, and had planning and update meetings through Zoom call. 

• Cleaning was maintained to keep campus buildings clean and functioning well. 

• Connection with congregation continued through personal emails and phone calls.  

 

We would like to express a special thank you to all the teams that help support the Administration Team with their 

time and talents. This includes the Properties Committee, Finance Committee, Human Resources Committee, 

DIY Team, Design Team, Realm Team, Communication Ministry Team, Saintly Stuffers, Proofing Team, 

Welcome Center Hosts, Sunday Morning Hospitality Team, and those who help with individual projects as 

needed.   

 

Administration Staff Team  

We are grateful to the Administration staff team for their support with all the ministries areas and the entire faith 

community.  

• Samantha Hood - Coordinator 

• Debbie Montrose - Communications, Sunday Morning Hospitality, and New Members 

• Holly McKinney - Worship Administration 

• Michelle Hamilton - Realm updates, scheduling of space, and other administration 

• Kathy Clolinger - Accounting Manager 

• Greg Norgaard - Facilities Manager 

• Susan Gere: General Administration  

• Mike Freeburg and Kyle Hamilton -  Custodians 

• Welcome Center Evening Hosts: Edward Thomas, Sabrina Montrose, Lorraine Schuler, and Linnea Banialas. 
 



Financials  
Submitted by Rick Lebeck, Church Treasurer.  

Operating Fund 

For fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, member giving is projected to be 

down ($53k) vs. budget, with ($17k) coming prior to COVID-19 and 

($36k) due to the outbreak, which also unfavorably impacted building 

rent ($10k) and forced the cancellation of summer camps ($62k).  

Offsetting the revenue decline, cost control measures saved $132k 

across all expense categories.  Projected $287k net surplus aligns with 

budgeted $281k net surplus, which supports ($184k) mortgage principal 

payments and ($150k) capital projects reserve funding out of the 

operating fund.   

Of the $264k Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan proceeds 

received by Our Saviour’s, $184k is allocated to operations and will 

offset the 6% member giving drop forecasted next fiscal year due to a 

decrease in offerings historically received during worship services.  If 

giving falls below 6%, the cost structure must be lowered, including 

careful consideration of compensation & benefits.  Another option is to 

decrease the $12.5k monthly capital projects funding, which would 

delay the execution of improvement projects, but save operating cash.   

Children’s Center Preschool Fund 

For fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, revenue is projected to be down 

($142k) vs. budget due to the loss of April & May tuition.  Fiscal year 

projected loss is ($91k), but is partially offset by $80k PPP loan 

proceeds allocated to the preschool.  Enrollment was essentially at 

100% capacity prior to the outbreak. In the event the preschool 

reopening is delayed, discussions are occurring to mitigate the financial 

impact.    

 Mortgage Principal 

Mortgage principal balance decreased by $236k during the fiscal year of 

which $184k funded by operations, and $52k from dedicated gifts.  

Today our outstanding balance is $826k, which is a reduction of $5.9 

million from the original $6.7 million May, 2011, balance. Current 

monthly payment (3.9% interest) is $19k, and the mortgage will be paid 

in full in September 2024.   

Summary 

Our Saviour’s financial condition remains strong and compares 

favorably to benchmarks of peer churches provided by our audit firm 

Capin Crouse, including cash available, current ratio, debt coverage 

and attendees to staff.  During this time of uncertainty, we are 

committed to keeping our cost structure in alignment with revenue.  The 

Finance Committee and Council review the financial statements 

monthly, and will continue to provide quarterly updates to the 

Congregation, or more often should the need arise.  Questions are 

welcome at accounting@oursaviours.com. 

 

Mission                 
Endowment Fund 
From the Endowment Fund Committee 
  

The Mission Endowment Fund distributed 

$6,500 in 2019, based on the distribution 

calculations in our bylaws. 

 

The distribution was split evenly among 

missions for Slovakia, Mozambique, and 

Haiti Scholars.  We are thankful for the 

opportunity to share in this way for God’s 

mission and ministry. 

 

 Even with a challenging Q1 market, the 

balance of the Mission Endowment Fund 

on 3/31/2020 was $184,435 (the balance 

on 12/31/2018 was $157,295). We are 

thankful for the estate gifts and other gifts 

received during the year which have 

increased the value of the fund. The 

amount of each year’s distribution is 5% of 

the three-year average balance.  

 

We welcome Mark Rahmel and Mike 

Nulicek to the team this year. Our 

objective for the coming year is to 

continue to create awareness and grow 

the Endowment fund, while encouraging 

members to have an up-to-date will or 

estate plan (whether or not Our Saviour’s 

is included as a beneficiary). 

  

Faithfully submitted by: 

- Susan Miller 

- Todd Peterson 

- Mark Rahmel 

- Mike Nulicek 

- Pastor John Gerike 
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