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Our Saviour’s is a nurturing, grace-filled faith community. 

• We welcome people from diverse spiritual experiences. 

• We walk with all people on their faith journey. 

• We value worship that nurtures life-long faith. 

• We inspire use of our God-given gifts to serve others locally and 

globally. 

       We do all this to Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. 



Notes From Pastor John Gerike, Senior Pastor  

What is the greatest commandment?  Jesus said: “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind and you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”  (From Matthew 22) 
 

At Our Saviours, we say again and again that we are called to “Know Jesus and Make 

Jesus Known.”  I think that phrase matches up well with loving God and loving neighbor.  

Our relationship with God is central, and that relationship sends us out to serve the world 

that God loves.  I am thankful for the many, many ways that you, the people of Our 

Saviours, live out that mission in ways that are seen and many more ways that are unseen.  Thank you. 

 

This past year has been a year with lots of change—some of it joyful and some of it difficult and painful.  Your 

own lives probably reflect that, too.  God gives us many joyful blessings, but we also face times of difficulty, 

sickness, grief, loss.  There is a prayer that some of our groups have adopted for regular use which reminds us 

of God’s presence at all times:   

 

“Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 

yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 

we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.” 

 

Where will God lead us in this new year of ministry?  I was recently part of a meeting with congregational 

leaders, Council members, and staff who are shaping the work of Our Saviour’s strategic initiatives.  The phrase 

that we kept coming back to in that meeting was this: “It’s all about relationships.”  In this next year, we will have 

lots of continuing ministries and a good number of new ones as well.  In everything we do, our objective is to 

keep our focus on “Loving God and loving neighbor,” on “Knowing Jesus and Making Jesus known,” on 

caring for one another and the world God loves, starting with whomever it may be that is right next to us.  God is 

calling us to be a beacon of light and hope as we serve and learn together. 

 

I pray for God’s blessings in the year ahead. 

 

In Christ, 
 
Pastor John Gerike 

Our Saviour’s Strategic Initiatives (2018-2020) 

 

• Initiative A: Focus on growth and intentional hospitality 

• Initiative B: Equip and developing disciples and leaders 

• Initiative C: Enhance passionate and engaged worship for deeper spirituality 

• Initiative D: Focus and coordinate approaches to missions, faith formation, and congregational care 

• Initiative E: Improve operations for greater transparency, efficiency, and communication 



Notes From Pastor Emily Wiles 

 
So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.  
        - 1 Thessalonians 2:8 
 
I am grateful for the community of Our Saviour’s who have shared their own selves with me 

and have given me the opportunity to not only share the gospel of God but my own self this 

past year as Pastor of Faith Formation. It’s been a whirlwind of a year and I am excited that 

in Faith Formation we have completed the formation of our staff team, as well as our many congregational leaders 

as well. 

I wanted to again introduce the Faith Formation team and their roles on the team. 

• Stephanie Engel develops and implements the ministry for grades 6-12, focusing on Surge (our Confirmation 

ministry) and Ignition (our High School ministry). 

• Marcy Andersen coordinates the faith formation ministries and activities for children and their families with 

children ages 3 through grade 5. 

• Chrissy Ball supports all the Faith Formation teams — children, youth, and adults. She has been instrumental 

in a lot of Faith Formation transitions and is excited to be a support for all of Faith Formation. 

• I am privileged to lead this team and provide opportunities, in conjunction with many volunteer leaders, for 

adult ministries.  

As we look to the upcoming year, we look forward to providing expanded classes and relationship-building 

opportunities for adults, including an idea for Table Groups — bridging small groups and the success of previous 

Friendship Tables.  

A startling statistic according to Pew Research is that only 32% of Christians (less than a third!) engage with 

Scripture study or religious education groups once a week. For mainline Christians, that percentage drops to 19%. 

Why? Possibly because life is busy and it’s easy to not prioritize it. And, it’s easy to not prioritize it because 

perhaps you have a sense that you are not equipped for reading it. Yet, we know that to be a growing church, a 

church should have seven small groups (Bible study, social, or activity) for every 100 congregants. That means 

Our Saviour’s should have about 53 groups. Currently we have about half that number. We continue to strive to 

offer more opportunities but it means we need you! — you to take a risk to facilitate a group, connect to the 

ministries here at Our Saviour’s, and take a risk to jump into community with friends: ones you’ve known and ones 

you’re about to meet. Look for more information in August for how to connect to a Table Group. Or don’t wait, and 

reach out now. 

As we look to another year of ministry, I look forward to growing more opportunities for you to walk in faith with 

each other. I encourage you to take a risk, to connect through small groups, leading our children and youth, and 

caring for one another and the world. 

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Emily 



Notes From Pastor Brian Wise  

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  
         ~Ephesians 3:18-19  
 
Dear Church,  

Meister Eckart, a 13th century German theologian, wrote, “If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is 

‘Thank you’, that will be enough.” Along with my daily prayers to God for our church, staff, and community of 

Naperville, this annual report is another way I can pray with gratitude for all of you who ensure that our ministry 

together is vital, healthy, loving, and mutual. Thank You! 

 

As Pastor of Outreach, I oversee our local and global missions, benevolent partners, new membership, 

Celebration Campus, The Children’s Center, and outreach to the wider community.  

Our Saviour’s is so blessed to have amazing leaders and connections to our local, global, and benevolent 

mission partners. I am so grateful for our leadership teams and our Mission and Benevolence Teams, who help 

Our Saviour’s to be a reflection of Christ’s love throughout the world. Together, we are advocates for all people, 

we feed people, and we support schools - locally and globally!  

I am excited to share that our mission’s team will be introducing a simple 

Peer-to-Peer fundraising opportunity very soon where you will be able to 

support any of our local/global missions or benevolent partners. We plan to 

launch this opportunity very soon! 

We continue to simplify our membership process. Most of our 

documentation is now online and through our website, we continue to offer 

monthly New Members Gatherings hosted by pastors; and I continue to 

meet with guests and visitors one-on-one to keep them connected. We are 

now nearing a time where our staff is ready to engage with our members to 

help us connect with our guests and new members. We have had Sponsor 

families in the past and hope to start a similar participation soon.  

I continue to be in awe of what God is doing through the Children’s Center! 

Our Church’s preschool is one of the most life-giving aspect of my calling to 

Our Saviour’s! It is an honor to be pastor to so many children and their 

families. The children and their families receive amazing education through 

the staff, and we continue to see these families worshiping with us in our 

weekly worship and personal relationships.  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church continues to be such an amazing church 

home and family for my family! So, again: I give thanks to God for you, and 

I look forward to seeing where God is leading us. Thank you again for your 

continued support!  

 

God’s Peace, 

Pr. Brian Wise 



Respectfully Submitted by Steve Spayer, Council Chair 
 

Looking out on the horizon… 

As the fiscal year draws to a close there is much for which we are thankful - significant 

reduction in debt, a positive trend in pledged giving, progress in transparency, enhanced 

staffing as we have filled a number of open roles. 

This year we tasked the finance committee to develop a five-year projection to help us assess where we 

are, how things are trending and where we need to focus near term. As part of that process, we asked 

the Property Committee to prepare a capital repair forecast. The intent was to see how things looked 

near term when layered into a model and to understand from that model where there will be competing 

demands for resources. The challenge in our conversations during the planning process was in weighing 

the relative importance of competing demands for resources – striving to strike a balance between our 

efforts to aggressively pursue debt repayment, preserving enough capital to address near-term repairs, 

and seeking a mechanism to replenish capital-repair reserves as they are drawn down to fund repairs. At 

the same time, we were intentional in our efforts to increase investments in ministries - creating 

opportunities to build more relationships and help you advance your faith walk. 

 

We are thankful to our Finance Committee this past year for their efforts to reduce friction in the system 

by offering quarterly financial updates, implementing new accounting systems, and maximizing interest 

income. Special thanks to Jim Bono and Kari Saba for their work distilling and presenting the information 

for the quarterly presentations and for developing the five-year financial projection model we are using to 

help guide near-term planning. Thank you to Rick Lebeck for his efforts in managing the third party 

accounting review and implementing their recommendations. Thanks to Michael Graveline for 

spearheading the effort to identify a new banking partner. This new relationship provides us greater 

account protection and increases income earned from our deposits. You will note in this year’s report an 

increase in revenues tied to interest income. 

 

Thank you to the Property Committee for their efforts in managing the implementation of current 

projects while also inventorying future projects to aid in our planning. 

 

Thank you to the Human Resources committee for their efforts in guiding and managing the new-hire processes 

that brought Stephanie Engel (Youth Director), Marcy Andersen (Children Ministry Coordinator), Kathy 

Clolinger (Accounting Coordinator), and Greg Norgaard (Facilities Manager) on board this year. Thank you to our 

staff for your patience as we worked through our vision of how church operations should be structured to best 

serve the needs of our community. 

 

Entering the new church year, realizing the benefits of all the hard work accomplished to date, we are 

well positioned to look up from the tasks at hand to the horizon to address what we are being called to do –   

To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. 

Council Report 



Membership and Staff Updates 

Our Saviour's Membership 

Current membership is 2,887 active members. 

There are 216 active groups participating in the life 
of the faith community. 

 

Average Weekly Attendance: 716 

  

Pastoral  Acts July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

Baptisms: 31 

Confirmations: 37 

Weddings: 10 

Funerals: 20 

  

Staff Updates 

We would like to thank the following people for their 
years of service at Our Saviour’s and for all they have done to Know Jesus and Make Jesus 

Known. We wish them well on their new journeys, and may God continue to bless each of them. 

 

• Sue Litwicki (Finance) 

• Greg Nasman (Facilities Director) 

• Lynn Panosh (Worship & Arts Director)  

• Jennifer Sevatson (Finance) 

• Charlie Schneider (IT Support) 

  

New Staff Members: 

 

• Marcy Andersen - Children and Family Coordinator 

• Kathy Clolinger - Accounting Coordinator 

• Stephanie Engel - Youth Director 

• Tyler Henderson - Men's Chorale Director 

• Susan Gere - Interim Administration Assistant 

• Jessica Moore - Interim Praise Express Choir Director 

• Greg Norgaard - Facilities Manager 

• Cindy Novak - Interim Communications Coordinator 

• Caitlin Skrbec - Interim Seraphim Choir Director 

 

New Member Update 

 

We are excited to welcome a total of 70 new members 

at Our Saviour’s from the fiscal calendar year July 1, 

2018-June 30, 2019. This includes both adults and 

children. We hosted a variety of Meet-and-Greets with 

the pastors for new members to connect with 

others.  In order to grow disciples who make an impact 

with their generous hearts, we ask that our new 

members commit to worship, serve, connect, and give. 



Respectfully Submitted, Kris Reenstjerna, Chairperson 

 

The Memorial Ministry Team receives, cares for, and disburses memorial gifts given to Our Saviour’s and 

supervises the Parish Columbarium and the Celebration! Memorial Garden.  This ministry is conducted prayerfully 

for the glory of God to enrich our faith community and follows the Memorial Ministry guidelines when making 

decisions.  The team collaborates with other ministry and mission teams at Our Saviour’s to provide continuity 

when a memorial gift may be an appropriate use of funds or when gifts are designated for a specific purpose.  

In 2018, the Memorial Ministry team approved the purchase, construction and/or installment of a variety of 

memorial gift items.  A major renovation of the Sunday school rooms at the Our Saviour’s Campus was provided by 

the Melissa Witt memorial. A new baptismal font was given by the Henry Hamman memorial.   The Ward 

McClelland memorial is being used to enhance the worship space and building at Celebration!  Mae Frutchey 

memorial funds are being used to install new signage at the Our Saviour’s Campus.  Other memorial items have 

been given including a communion flagon, a new Unity Candle holder for the Our Saviour’s campus, and pew 

hymnals.  In addition, kneeler benches for the Columbarium, a new AED, and music commissioned for Lynn 

Panosh were approved using memorial gifts. 

The church is grateful for gifts given as memorials and as honorariums to honor loved ones.  Thanks be to God for 

the saints in our midst and those who have gone before us! 

Memorial Ministry 





 2018 - 2019 Annual Report – Celebration Children’s Center Preschool 

Respectfully Submitted by Kelly Gilligan 
 

• Opened the 2018/2019 school year with 270 children and 27 staff members  

• A self-supported ministry of Our Saviour's, The Children's Center provided a $120,000 benevolence to Our 

Saviour's Operating Fund and $50,000 to the Debt Free Campaign. 

• Twelve preschool classes, and five Parents Day Out (PDO) classes were carried out in our six beautifully 

furnished classrooms. A seventh classroom was outfitted, where we carried out our Godly Play class and 

Enrichment classes throughout the school year. 

• New Thursday and Friday PreK Add-a-Day Enrichment classes ongoing throughout the year. We also offered 

six-week Preschool Enrichment classes, featuring nine different classes attended by over 150 children along 

with three-week enrichment mini-sessions in December and March. 

• We had our first annual Caldecott Art Show in the Celebration Lobby with each class choosing a book to 

illustrate and then display their artwork. 

• Throughout the year, we collected items for local missions and ministries. In December, we collected over 200 

receiving blankets for Baby Care Ministry. In March, during Lutheran Schools Week, we collected 16 bags of 

food and toys to stock the Ronald McDonald Family Room at Edward Hospital.  

• At Christmastime, the preschool provided 60 Christmas nativity story books in gift bags for the preschool 

children of Holy Families School in Chicago. 

• Two curtains were installed to divide the gym into thirds. Here, we conducted our monthly chapel times led by 

Pastor Brian. Each month, nearly 100 parents would attend chapel in the gym with the preschool classes. 

• In November, we hosted our fourth annual Dad’s Night event with a fall harvest theme. Over 200 dads and 

children came to school to rotate between classrooms set up with activities. 

• Following our “Just for Parents Curriculum Night” in September, we hosted a wine and cheese social for the 

preschool parents with many attending, following the classroom presentations. 

• The preschoolers crafted placemats, table decorations, and cards for the Senior Luncheons held at church.  

• Preschool families donated hundreds of gently loved baby items to the Baby Care Ministry throughout the 

school year, supporting Lutheran World Relief and other local missions. 

• Created and hosted the new Sip and Shop Fundraiser in November. Proceeds raised from this event went 

toward an in-school field trip. Naperville Children’s Museum came to the Celebration gym and brought lots of 

STEM equipment for the preschoolers to use. 

• Our Last Slide Raffle in May raised funds to purchase large motor equipment, new tricycles, and Outdoor 

Learning Lab supplies.   

• The preschoolers were invited to sing at the Celebration church service in November and April, causing record 

church attendance numbers. 

• 150 mothers and grandmothers celebrated Mother’s Day at the preschool, joining their child for a Mother’s Day 

chapel, including a special blessing from Pastor Brian, then participating in classroom celebrations.  

• We have 12 summer camps scheduled in June and July with over 250 children registered to participate.  

• Summer plans are underway to update the Kids Kitchen in our preschool wing.   

• Special thanks to the Celebration Preschool Board consisting of Mary Santucci; Teacher Liaison, Allison 

Kellogg; Parent Liaison/Secretary, Stuart Vance; School District #204 Kdg Teacher, Elida Vandenbergh; 

School District #203 Kdg Teacher, Neil Springer; Finance Liaison, Jennifer Schuller; Missions Liaison,  Kelly 

Gilligan; Preschool Director, and Pastor Brian Wise. 



Children and Family Ministries 

Respectfully submitted by Marcy Anderson 

 

Sunday School: 

• 140 children participated in this year’s Sunday School program at Our 

Saviour’s. Sunday School was offered at the 9:00am and 10:30am worship 

services at the Our Saviour’s Campus and at the 10:00am service at the 

Celebration Campus.  

• Last year’s curriculum switched to the WHIRL Lectionary. This has provided 

more streamlined Sunday School lessons and made teaching Sunday 

School much simpler for our amazing teachers. Plus – kiddos love the short 

videos and easy, yet relevant, crafts that go along with each lesson.  

• Children began each Sunday in worship with their families and were guided 

to their Sunday School rooms after the Children’s Message. It has been a joy 

for families to worship together at the beginning of service!  

• Children entering Kindergarten were given copies of the WHIRL Story Bible, 

and children entering 3rd grade were given copies of the WHIRL Lectionary 

NRSV Bible.   

• During this year’s Special Service Sunday in December, children learned 

about being “Wrapped in God’s Warmth”.  Individuals from the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry at Our Saviour’s spoke to classes about their ministry, then kids 

wrote Christmas cards given to families seeking asylum at the border 

through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. This gave kiddos the 

opportunity to live out their faith and provide some hope to families in need.  

• Special classes were offered to families with upper elementary children to 

talk about Addictive Disease Awareness and Human Sexuality in the context 

of Christian life. 

• Sunday School cannot happen without the incredible teachers that so 

graciously volunteer their time to teach our youngest Our Saviour’s members 

the Good News. Thank you to the shepherds and teachers who served 

faithfully throughout the year! 

 

Stepping Stone Classes: 

These classes serve to keep the promises made at a child’s baptism by the 

parents, sponsors, and the church. The classes are taught by laypeople who 

are passionate about spiritual disciplines and have a desire to share their faith 

experiences. Children and parents attend these classes together and then 

have the opportunity to integrate the respective faith practice into Sunday 

worship and their lives as members of the faith community.  

• Prayer Stepping Stone – 1st Grade 

• Stewardship Stepping Stone – 2nd Grade 

• Bible Stepping Stone – 3rd Grade 

• Service Stepping Stone – 4th Grade 

• Communion Stepping Stone – 4th/5th Grade 

 



Vacation Bible School: Shipwrecked! 
A full week of VBS: Shipwrecked! included children aged 4 through grade 5. 245 children and over 80 volunteers learned how they 

are “Rescued by Jesus” through games, music, dancing, and of course – fun! This year, kiddos raised $611 for Seeds for Change 

in Haiti. 

 

Special Events for Families: 
Children’s Ministry hosted various events throughout the year to engage children 
and their families outside of Sunday morning.  
Trunk or Treat, October 20th. Members of the church decorated their car trunks, 
and 85 “trick or treated” from trunk to trunk in the parking lot at the Our Saviour’s 
Campus. Families brought donated items and put together “Birthday Bags” that 
were donated to Loaves & Fishes so families in DuPage County can have all the 
necessary supplies to celebrate their birthdays (plates, cups, party favors, etc.) 
Crosswalk, April 19th. 200 children and adults attended the Crosswalk on Good 
Friday. 30 junior and senior high youth played the key roles in Our Saviour’s live 
reenactment of the Holy Week narrative.    

 

Induction of Marcy Andersen, Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Marcy officially joined the staff at Our Saviour’s on March 4, and was introduced to 

the Our Saviour’s Campus at 9:00am and 10:30am on March 10 and the 

Celebration Campus at 10:00 on March 17. After growing up in Naperville and 

graduating from Naperville Central High School in 2014, Marcy received her B.A in 

Youth Ministry and B.A. in Biblical Studies from Eastern University in St. Davids, 

PA in May of 2018. She joins the Our Saviour’s community as the Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator and will assist with the faith formation of children ages 3 

through grade 5 and their 

families.  



Youth Ministries 

Respectfully Submitted by Stephanie Engle, Youth Director 

Youth Ministries at Our Saviour’s focuses on the faith formation of 

students in grades 6-12. The identity statement of Youth Ministries is to 

grow young Christian leaders who passionately live out their faith, 

lovingly share the Good News, and selflessly make a significant 

difference in the lives of others.  

 

 At the Junior High level, students participated in Youth Sundays, 

shepherded Sunday School, attended retreats, connected in worship 

and with mission partners such as Loaves & Fishes and Feed My 

Starving Children. The youth also are encouraged to engage in the 

wider community with service experiences.  Our youth have started 

support groups in their schools, peer tutored, worked with animals, 

among other projects! We are blessed by their 

passion to serve. 

 

The focus for junior high students is on learning the building blocks of faith and 

connecting those blocks to daily living. This year, our lessons focused on the New 

Testament and the Lord’s Prayer. One of the favorite lessons was the escape room 

review game; small groups raced against each other by using what they had learned 

about Paul and his letters.  This included building churches out of marshmallows and 

spaghetti noodles as a reminder of Paul’s missionary work.  

 

The retreats are a chance for our junior high youth to disconnect from their daily lives 

that are often filled with a large amount of pressure. Instead, they can connect with 

creation, each other, and God.  Our 6th and 7th graders explored the theme Sparking 

Your Faith where we compared our faith journeys to building a fire.  The 8th grade retreat was focused on 

preparing the youth for confirmation, picking their Bible verses, and exploring what it means to fulfil the promises 

of our baptism through faith practice stations.  

 

High school students met weekly at Ignition where they ate dinner, participated in large group activities, and 

bonded with their small groups, all while growing in faith.  They were generous in their shopping for Toys for 

Tots, making toys and beds for a local animal shelter, and blankets for 

children in hospitals. 

 

The theme for Ignition this year was “Reborn,” and we explored what it 

means that God is always making us new.  We had meaningful 

conversations around rebirth and baptism, vocation, and relationships.  

We also had a lot of fun this year with boardgame speed-dating, 

minute to win it games, and an Amazing Race through downtown 

Naperville.  The youth have continued to build a wonderful community 

that supports each other, despite being pulled in many directions.   

Surge: Blessing of the 8th Graders  

Sleep Out Saturday: Bible Study  

6-7th Grade Retreat: Team 



Ignition: Boardgame Speed Dating 

 

Our high school youth are passionate about making a difference in the lives of those around them and 

abroad.  They are deeply relational and seek God in their relationships with others. Outside of Ignition, high 

school students participated in worship, served as Sunday School teachers/shepherds and Surge Mentors, 

went to 2018 Youth Gathering and the spring mission trip to the Dominican Republic, and had service op-

portunities like Sleep Out Saturday.   

 

Youth Ministries also saw the addition of a new director, Stephanie M. Engel.  Stephanie’s goals for 2018-

2019 were focused on learning about Our Saviour’s Youth Ministry and listening to joys and frustrations of 

youth, parents, mentors, and volunteers. Looking forward, Stephanie is excited to take this information to 

freshen up catechism curriculum and provide opportunities for youth leaders to develop ministry/leadership 

skills further.   

 

Finally, a note of gratitude to the mentors, registration coordinators, meal coordinators, shoppers, chaper-

ones, and all the volunteers that impact the faith lives of youth at Our Saviour’s. At last count, it takes over 

60 active volunteers for Youth Ministries to be as robust and meaningful as it is.  

 

Youth Ministry by the numbers: 

 
90 Junior High students 
65 High School students  
60+ Volunteers  
1,000+ Miles to Houston, Texas, for Youth Gathering 
1,300+ Rolls of toilet paper collected for Loaves & Fishes 
 18 Sleep Out Saturday Participants  
2 Youth Sundays 
25 Lives transformed in Dominican Republic 
$28,000+ Raised at the 31st Annual Youth Auction 
37 Confirmands  
25 High school graduates honored at Baccalaureate 



Adult Ministries 

Led by congregation members, Our Saviour’s continues to welcome 

people from diverse spiritual experiences and walk with them on 

their faith journey through these ministries and more. 

Dialogues in Faith: Dialogues in Faith-or DIF-is a discussion-based 

group open to everyone who’s ever found themselves in service with a 

question to ask or a comment to share. We meet on Sunday mornings 

with the goal of cultivating rich, diverse faith conversations in a safe, 

welcoming environment. We are a lay-led group under the direction of 

Fran Huff and Andrea Field. We began last year with an in-depth study of 

the Good Samaritan, focusing on how Jesus’ story calls us to act today 

from Palestine to Chicago to Naperville. We utilize a diverse set of 

teaching formats, from videos and lectures to readings and discussion, to 

enrich our spiritual journeys and relationships with each other and Christ. 

By far, the strength of our ministry is the people who attend and lead. 

Each week, we gather to share our passions and insights to help each 

other develop in faith.  We are always open to people who want to share 

questions, reflections, doubts, or thoughts with us. Responding to the 

input from attendees, we will begin meeting once on Sunday mornings at 

10:15am in a new space at the Our Saviour’s Campus. 

Men’s Ministry: Men’s Ministry continued its mission of providing 

opportunities for the men of Our Saviour’s to grow in faith, fellowship, and 

service.  The monthly Men’s Breakfast (second Saturday of each month 

from September to May) featured interesting guest speakers from 

community organizations and local philanthropies such as Naperville Police Chief Robert Marshall, Dan Thompson 

from the DuPage County Forest Preserve, Robin Dusek for Educating Africa’s Children, Ken Potts from SamaraCare 

Counseling, and Karen Wells from Loaves & Fishes/Moving Up.  We again sponsored a Veteran’s Day celebration 

breakfast in November and hosted the fourth All-Congregation Breakfast in January, featuring Bishop Wayne Miller 

as the guest speaker.  The Fall Men’s Retreat, led by Mark Rahmel, was held the weekend of October 20-21 at 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center in Oregon, Illinois, and focused on the meaning of the Lazarus story for modern 

men.  We also co-sponsored the first “Our Saviour’s Top Chef” with Women’s Ministry in February, combining food 

and fellowship with fundraising for Holy Family School.  The men also performed several work projects during the 

year, hosted a Sunday hospitality center and Lenten mid-week soup dinner in March, served the Baccalaureate 

Brunch for the high school seniors in May, and helped with the MEGA Garage Sale. 

Women’s Ministry: The purpose of Women’s Ministry is to provide opportunities to all women to gather in fellowship, 

service, and learning. Women’s Ministry held nine events with an average attendance of 20-25. This year’s events 

included a Painting Party, learning about Women of the Reformation, Christmas Tea and Cookie Exchange, The Our 

Saviour’s Top Chef chili/soup cook-off, Bible Journaling, a  book discussion of  “Educated” by Tara Westover, and a 

year-end Salad Potluck. The Women’s Ministry Retreat on March 15-17 was held at the LaSalle Manor Retreat 

Center in Plano. Twenty-one women attended this year, calming and replenishing their spirit with a studying of The 

Vine and Branches.  We hosted and provided for two Sunday Hospitalities and a Mid-Week Lenten Soup Supper. 

Small Groups: Small Groups impact the life of the Our Saviour’s community by making connections, building 

relationships, and by creating space for healthy and diverse faith conversations. Beginning in January, many groups 

participated in Explore God, a national conversation to explore big questions about God and faith. The Small Groups 

Leadership Team looks to begin even more groups in an easy, accessible format similar to Friendship Tables.  



Our Saviour’s includes Care Ministries that tend to mind, body and spirit, supporting the healing mission of the 

church. Our mission is to touch lives of the people in our church and community through prayer, service, 

support, and activities as we strive to know Jesus and make Jesus’ presence felt in people’s lives.     

Care Ministry Staff consists of the pastors and the faith community nurse. 

 

Care Ministry Programs 

The following programs involve many congregational 

members as volunteers. We especially thank the 

people from the congregation who served in these 

programs to care for others in our church and 

community. 

• Volunteer Care Visitors  

• Stephen Ministers 

• Prayer Ministers 

• Worship Service of Remembrance 

• Health-related Educational Programs 

• Eucharistic Ministers 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry 

• Prayer Line 

• Caring Casseroles/ Meals  

• Long-Term Care Center Worship Services 

Care Ministry 

Faith Community Nurse:  
Dawn DeBoer  

The purpose of the Faith Community Nurse is to 

nurture the human spirit through health education, 

spiritual support, and linking the needs of the whole 

person to resources within the congregation, 

community, and the health care system ( Faith 

Community Nursing, Advocate Health Care,4/11) 

Specialized Care Support included the following:   

• Personal visits or phone calls -1,100 annually.    

• Working with teams such as health education, 

spiritual development, Prayer Shawl, Senior 

Lunch - Approx. 4,000 individuals per year.  

The purpose of pastoral care-team visitations is to 

tend to the spiritual needs of those unable to be in 

church regularly by bringing health and spiritual 

presence to them in their homes, hospital, rehab, 

and/or nursing home. Initial counseling service may 

result in referrals to high levels of counseling. 

 

Specialized Care Support included the following:  

• Home/Hospital Visits - 280 annually            

• CARE Worship - Average attendance is 31        

per week.  

• Monarch Bible Study - Average attendance is 30 

per month. 



Our Saviour’s enjoys a passion for outreach. We recognize the historic and contemporary importance of the various 

activities and communities which have been helped and which have touched the lives of our own congregation 

through our missional efforts. This past year, the mission and benevolence committee (MBC) has been very active. 

As a reminder, mission activities are defined as being provided externally to individuals locally, regionally or 

internationally who are not organizationally related to Our Saviour’s through membership. They may be from other 

faith traditions or from no faith tradition. Benevolences are defined as any external organization who is entrusted 

with Our Saviour’s funds, does not rely on a committee within Our Saviour’s to plan events which promote their 

ministry, nor does Our Saviour’s have control on how money given to them is spent. 

One benevolence has been added to the official roster of Our Saviour’s sponsored groups in the past year. Haiti 

Scholars, https://haitischolars.wildapricot.org, was added in April 2019 as the latest benevolence of Our Saviour’s 

in response to the overwhelming support for their ministry efforts in Mariani, Haiti near Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Our 

Saviour’s youth have been traveling to Haiti since the earthquake in 2010 and a deep love for the people and their 

love for Jesus has blossomed. 

Our Saviour’s missions and benevolences have historically been categorized as being either locally or globally 

focused. Updates on each mission and benevolence are below. 

Local Outreach 

Bridge Communities bridgecommunities.org  Our Saviour’s volunteers and Bridge staff assist homeless families 

to self-sufficiency via coaching, economic, and other supportive services. Sleep out Saturday is a homelessness 

awareness and fundraising event held each November which supports Bridge Communities. Our Saviour’s mission 

dollars sponsor a family who is at risk of becoming homeless and provide mentors to help guide them to become 

self-sufficient and financially stable. We are now finishing the 3rd and final year of our commitment to walk 

alongside our bridge family. Our team has agreed to take on another family for a 3-year term starting later this fall. 

 

DuPage PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter)  dupagepads.org   Our 

Saviour’s is privileged to host homeless guests each Friday night for dinner, 

showers, and breakfast in July and August. We are grateful to the many 

volunteers and businesses who help provide hours and resources to make 

the event happen. Our guests appreciate our hospitality, and our volunteers 

enjoy being a part of it! Due to the creative ways our PADS team has 

developed to support our efforts financially, they have redistributed $4,000 to 

Mozambique and another $4,000 to Loaves and Fishes as they wanted to support efforts to feed the hungry with 

their excess funds. 

 

ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod  mcselca.org   As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

our faith in a loving God frees us to be generous and to boldly participate in God’s work in the world. Stewardship is 

no longer simply about paying the church’s bills. It is about how congregations can together live out God’s call to 

love our neighbor. We are open to the Holy Spirit’s invitation to participate in and contribute to God’s work in the 

world using all of the gifts that God has entrusted to our care. Mission Support is the portion of offerings that ELCA 

congregations share with synods and the churchwide organization — unites us in this vital, life-giving work. 

Mission Support provides 51% of the resources to enable the ELCA to begin new ministries, alleviate poverty, work 

for justice and peace, and so much more. When we send our gift to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, we continue 

the goal to support local mission work. Our Saviour’s contributed $108,000 this past year to the Chicago 

Metropolitan Synod. This is roughly 6.6% of our overall unrestricted giving budget for fiscal year 2018-2019. 

Outreach  

http://www.bridgecommunities.org
http://www.dupagepads.org
http://www.mcselca.org


Holy Family School  holyfamilyministries.org  Holy Family School strives to provide opportunities for people 

from Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods to excel academically, 

grow spiritually, expand life experiences, and to become effective 

leaders. The school serves approximately 650 students with two lev-

els of pre-school, kindergarten through eighth grades after-school, 

and Saturday programs. During the last year, members of Our Sav-

iour’s helped the school with donations of school supplies, books and 

DVD’s, clothing for resale, and monies for scholarships. Approxi-

mately 30 people from Our Saviour’s have either participated in 

events to support the school or have visited the school itself this past 

year as we continue our support for this awesome ministry! 

 

Loaves & Fishes Community Services  loaves-fishes.org Provid-

ed food and support to over 4,600 unique families in Naperville and 

DuPage County this past year and over 2,000 clients were served 

by the Loaves & Fishes CARES programs. As a Cornerstone Part-

ner with Loaves & Fishes, Our Saviour’s serves a critical role in end-

ing hunger and promoting self-sufficiency to thousands of local fami-

lies. Loaves & Fishes recognizes the outstanding support of the Our 

Saviour’s community (volunteers, product donations, Our Saviour’s 

financial support, individual donor support. The Our Saviour’s volun-

teers are quite often key volunteers at Loaves & Fishes and have a 

close comradery. These volunteers are also willing and able to 

share faith experiences with other volunteers, staff, and clients. 

During 2018, Loaves & Fishes provided food for the MEGA Garage Sale hospitality, again strengthening relation-

ships between the two organizations.  Loaves & Fishes participated in the Missions Camp, as well as Trunk or 

Treat. Coming up is a service opportunity for the youth. The Naperville F3 men (several Our Saviour’s members) 

have volunteered several times for Thursday night grocery distribution. 

 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) lssi.org Responding to the Gospel, LSSI brings healing, justice, 

and wholeness to people and communities. Serving Illinois since 1867, LSSI is a non-profit social service organi-

zation of the three Illinois synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). LSSI is the largest 

statewide social service provider, serving almost 50,000 people across Illinois last year. The organization pro-

vides critical programs for the state’s most vulnerable residents including foster care, early childhood develop-

ment, mental health services, alcohol and drug treatment, home care for seniors, affordable senior housing, resi-

dential programs for people with developmental disabilities, and programs that help formerly incarcerated individ-

uals integrate back into society. Our Saviour’s contributed $3,000 this past year to LSSI. 

 

SamaraCare  samaracarecounseling.org For 45 years, SamaraCare have been providers, educators and ad-

vocates for progressive mental health counseling for people of all ages. Expertise, compassion and spirit-led care 

has always been at the heart of their services as they lead people to live life to the best of the ability. SamaraCa-

re is a non-profit organization which got its start when three local churches, Our Saviour’s being one of them, 

came together to create a counseling organization that would address the mental health needs of the community 

– regardless of a person’s race, religion, gender or socioeconomic status. Since their early days, they have 

grown and thrived thanks to generous financial support and an exceptional staff. Support has come from other 

area churches, service clubs, corporations, foundations and hundreds of individuals. SamaraCare’s staff of highly

-trained and dedicated counselors have built a reputation of trusted and effective care. Our Saviour’s contributed 

$10,000 this past year to SamaraCare. 

 

http://www.holyfamilyministries.org


Outreach Continued 

World Relief Chicago – Refugees  worldreliefchicago.org Our Saviour’s refugee mission has historically 

helped arriving refugee families in their resettlement process by providing them with a welcome pack. In addition, 

our team mentors and visits regularly to help them integrate with our culture and provide them with donated 

furniture. Our refugee team has been connected to a Burmese church in Wheaton who purchased their own 

building in early 2018. Since the current Presidential administration has closed the U.S. borders, no new refugees 

have appeared. The refugee mission has continued to coach and mentor those who arrived prior to the border 

closing in home improvement projects and general resettlement activities. 

Global Outreach 

Baby Care lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits  Baby Care kits are not only distributed as 

part of emergency relief efforts, but they are also given to 

encourage expectant women to seek prenatal care. Baby Care’s 

reach, both locally and globally, provides clothing and other 

essentials to babies in need. 

Our Saviour’s has multiple events throughout the year where Baby 

Care is central: 

· Mother’s Day Gift Offering – Two weekend opportunity prior to 

Mother’s Day. This is an opportunity for people to make donations honoring or in memory of important women in 

their lives. 

· Sunday school offerings 

· God’s Work Our Hands Sunday – Partnered with Naperville Financial Consultants, Thrivent Financial, to 

supply a diaper folding pack event in the Fellowship Center on the Our Saviour’s campus. 

· Partnership with DuPage Moms, Highland Clothing Resale, Rhea Lana’s of Fox Valley, Second Change 

Resale, Bugaboo Children’s consignment – Twice yearly participation to receive donations and build 

relationships.  

Due to these efforts, 955 mothers and babies received a baby care kit globally and an estimated 200 mothers 

and babies received baby items locally. 
 

Bright Stars of Bethlehem brightstarsbethlehem.org  Partners in growing hope in Palestine. Their vision is 

assuring that Christianity survives and thrives in the Holy Land. Bright Stars promotes and spreads God’s Word 

through multiple outreach ministries of Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem to build hope and a bright future 

for the people of Palestine. 

 

World Hunger elca.org/hunger World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach communities in need and 

responds with supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. Our Saviour’s 

and the ELCA are committed to alleviating poverty both locally and globally. Our Saviour’s contributed $10,000 

this past year to ELCA World Hunger. 

• 40 volunteers throughout the year were shopping, 

sorting, and washing 

• 50 volunteers from Celebration Children’s Center 

Preschool 

• 75 volunteers on diaper-folding weekends 

• 50 volunteers during the fine arts camp 

• 75 volunteers during Mother’s Day Sunday School 

• 300 volunteers on Baby Care Kit assembly weekend 



Feed the Need Mobile Pack fmsc.org  Feed the Need Mobile Pack is the Naperville area’s packing event which 

partners with Feed My Starving Children (FMSC). FMSC provides 

nutritional meals to malnourished children around the world. Events 

are held each year at Our Saviour’s to raise money for the annual 

mobile pack, held each February at North Central College. Our 

Saviour’s events include the Men’s Sing Epiphany Concert and the 

sale of Apple Pancakes. Other funding is provided through the 

MEGA Garage Sale, Youth Auction, mission and benevolence 

budget allocation as well as donations from the congregation and 

business sponsors. Total funding raised for the mobile pack totals 

$25,000. As part of the Feed the Need group, we work with 24 faith 

partners and a number of business partners in the Naperville area to 

host the mobile pack each February, on President’s Day weekend. This helps develop faith-based relationships 

outside of our church. This year also featured a worship service as part of one of the packing sessions. This past 

February, Feed the Need packed over 1,300,000 meals to feed over 3,500 starving children of the world for an 

entire year. We know that these meals will get to where they are needed and feed those who need them most. 

We touch and influence many lives by participating in this one single event. This is truly a whole church event, 

involving participants as young as 6 years old through age 96+. It is the single largest involvement of Our 

Saviour’s members on a mission service event, and it has proven to be a fun, multigenerational activity which 

brings us together as a congregational community. 

 

Mozambique 

We are honored to continue our partnership with the people of Mozambique. Each 

month Our Saviour’s provides financial support which helps the Lutheran Church of 

Mozambique to provide care and support beyond their church walls. Vida Humana 

means Human Life, and it is an outreach ministry of the Lutheran Church of 

Mozambique that walks alongside people who have been infected with HIV and AIDS. 

Our support in Mozambique also feeds people through a food nutritional pack called, 

Epap and we help support a school for Zimbabwean children who are displaced in 

Mozambique. 

 

Slovakia  cce.sk and ecavnr.sk   

Our Saviour’s is celebrating 20 years of being partners in ministry with 

The Center for Christian Education (CCE) in Martin, Slovakia. The 

CCE is a private school where people of all ages can learn and 

experience the love of Christ while receiving a quality education. The 

CCE spreads the Gospel in this post-communist region of the world to 

reintroduce a church relevant today. 

In June of 2018, a group of 25 from Our Saviour’s traveled to Slovakia 

to attend the first ever graduation ceremony for the CCE! It was a 

wonderful trip where we celebrated our 20 year partnership and celebrated this major milestone in the life of this 

vibrant school. 

In addition to the relationship with the CCE, Our Saviour’s continues to enjoy a close relationship with Holy Spirit 

Lutheran Church in Naperville’s Sister City, Nitra Slovakia. In June 2018, 20+ individuals from Our Saviour’s 

traveled to Slovakia to worship at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and witness the first ever high school graduation 

ceremony at the Center for Christian Education! 



The Worship and Arts Ministry Teams have been working 
hard this year,along with the pastors, to provide you with 
creative, meaningful, and faith-filled worship services. Our 
mission is to glorify God in all we do through music 
leadership, worship support, technological and visual 
enhancement in our worship services.  
 

The Our Saviour's ministry is thriving because of the 
devoted, nurturing, dedicated volunteers that serve. Each 
week, our five services are touched by many volunteers 
who graciously give their time to serve communion, 
decorate the sanctuary, usher, lector, serve as assisting 
ministers, prepare communion, greet, sing, play, and 
more. In addition, they are instrumental in our larger 
services of Thanksgiving, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter, and Confirmation.  
 

The Worship and Arts ministry team currently 

includes: 

Terry Thompson:  Interim Director of Worship and the 
Arts, Eagle’s Wings (High School),  Women’s Chorale, 
Sanctuary Choir,  Brass and Orchestra, Worship and Arts 
Board, Fine Art Camps (Grades 1-3 & 4-8), Elementary 
Music Theater Camp.  
 

Chris Brown:  Director of Worship - Celebration; Director 
of Tech Arts, Worship and Arts Board 
 

Holly McKinney:  Worship and Arts Communications 
specialist and support (weddings, funerals, baptisms, 
bulletins, usher and server staff liaison). 
 

Sue Bergren:  Primary organist and accompanist for 
Sanctuary Choir, Eagle’s Wings, Men's Chorale, 
and Women’s Chorale. 
 

John Beed: Associate Organist and accompanist for 
Seraphim Choir 
 

Kiersten Spayer: Cherubim Choir Director (Grades K-2) 
 

Caitlin Skrbec: Interim Seraphim Choir (Grades 3-5) 
 

Shelley May Hutchison: Praise Percussion (Grades 6-8) 
 

Jessica Moore: Praise Express (Grades 6-8)  

  

Ed Perry: Fine Arts Camp, Music Theater Camps, Improv 
Camp 
 

Kathy Pierson: Hearts in Puppetry (Jr. and Sr. 
High)  (with Maria Fischer) 
 

Marty Rench and Ken Abeling: Saxophone Ensemble/
Ken Abeling 
 

Shelley May Hutchison, Bach Bells   
 

Jill Ryan: Bach Bells 

Worship and Arts Board: 

Altar Care: Deb Collander, Roz Swanstrom, Joyce 
Zimmerman 

Visual Arts: Jan Dusek, Diane Greenawalt, and Barb 
Hiner  

Ushers: Craig Schuler 

Communion Servers: Ken Miller 

Hospitality: Diane Greenawalt, Nancy Bolinger, Kristy 
Redenius , Celebration campus:   Kathie Howe 

Assisting Ministers: John Ott 

Prayer Ministers:Judy Healy 

 

The Worship and Art Board– a thriving board 
responsible for everything you see in our worship, 
including decorating, ushers, and many more aspects of 
worship. The new unity candle was created by Kevin 
Arthofer in memory of Vuriel Pipal. New ELW Hymn 
books were purchased with memorial gifts from Ed 
Halgrimson and Vurial Pipal. Additional hymnals were 
ordered through the generous donation of Jane Whiteside 
in honor of Lynn Panosh and several other donors in 
memory/honor of loved ones. Other gifts to our 
community through memorials included the relining of our 
silver chalices for communion and the new Wenger 
platforms. The Wenger platforms have already been used 
for the Cantata, the Children’s musical, and Bach Bells. 

The Worship and Arts Support Teams Appreciation 
Breakfast is an opportunity to thank all of the people who 
serve as ushers, communion servers, greeters, Faith and 
Arts creative team, prayer ministers, Altar Guild members, 
Assisting Ministers, and hospitality at both campuses. 

 

Adult Choirs – Sanctuary Choir, Men’s Chorale, and 
Women’s Chorale members serve faithfully each week at 
the 5:00pm and 10:30am services from September-May.  
May 19, All That Has Life and Breath, a song 
commissioned to honor Lynn Panosh and her music 
ministry at Our Saviour's, was premiered. The song was 
funded through a memorial gift of Marge Schramek and is 
a beautiful gift to the Our Saviour's community. The song 
was premiered in May, repeated in June, and will be a 
tradition in our community. 

 

Men's Summer Sing - John Beed, Les May, and Phil 
Spencer plan this event each year. Many men from the 
surrounding area join the Our Saviour's Men's Chorale for 
a weekend of worship. Funds raised benefit the Feed My 
Starving Children Mobile Pack. 

 

Service of Remembrance: Lynne Sherman does an 
amazing job planning our Service of Remembrance, a 
service that honors and remembers all who have died in 
our community over the past year.  

 

Worship and the Arts Ministries 
Submitted by Terry Thompson 



Thanksgiving Services The noon service featured our 
Combined Children's Choirs, and the evening service 
featured Eagle's Wings and several alums. A pizza party 
was held after the service to connect current members 
and alums.  

Christmas Cantata, Sing Christmas, integrated the 
musicians from the 10:00am contemporary worship, Bach 
Ringers, and musicians from the 5:00pm,8:00am,9:00am 
and 10:30am worship. The resulting musical offering was 
outstanding and involved over 100 participants. A 
wonderful team of volunteers fed the musicians between 
the Cantatas. 

John Beed retired in July 2018. John has been a 
tremendous blessing to our community as our primary 
organist, associate organist, choir accompanist for choirs. 
Our Saviour’s commissioned a song in his honor, Let Me 
Walk With You by Joel Raney. John continues to bless 

our community by playing for 
services and for Seraphim Choir. 

 

Lynn Panosh Retirement 
Celebration: December 16 we 
held a special celebration to 
honor Lynn Panosh and her 30 
years of ministry here at Our 
Saviour's. All our choirs and many 
music ministry teams gathered 

and presented her with a scarf. It was a musical and 
moving celebration. In May when the Sanctuary Choir and 
friends premiered the song, All That Has Life and 
Breath, by Joel Raney, in her honor. The commission 
was funded by the Marge Schramek Memorial Gift. In 
January, Terry Thompson started her role as Interim 
Director of Worship and Arts. 

 

Wartburg College Master Singers and 
Kammerstreicher Orchestra evening concert.  The choir 
and string chamber ensemble also participated in our 
noon Ash Wednesday service, and our member Mathew 
Jacobson was a member of the string ensemble. 

Maundy Thursday:   Music for the 7:00pm Maundy 
Thursday worship service featured Eagle’s Wings and 
Praise Express leading the service music. 

 

Good Friday:   The adult choirs and strings joined 
the pastors in a Tenebrae service of darkness. The music 
was accompanied by a chamber ensemble.  

 

Easter Music: We were blessed to have 11 brass 
players, two Timpani players, two organists, six choirs, 
and one bell ensemble join us for Easter worship. 

Huntley Brown, an amazing accompanist, served in our 
5:00pm, 9:00am, and 10:30am worship services 
November 3 and 4. 

Youth and Children’s Choirs: 

Eagle’s Wings sings at the 10:00am and the 10:30am 
services twice a month, as well as our special holiday 
services. Eagle’s Wings participated in the 31st Sounds 
Like Love Festival in Minnesota. 
 

Fall Retreat/PADS – The youth spent the night getting to 
know one another and leaning a few EW favorite songs. 
They spent a few hours helping PADS at Celebration. 
Mayor’s Breakfast: This year the Mayor’s Breakfast 
honored the late George Pradel, and Eagle’s Wings was 
invited to participate in the event. The youth sang several 
songs, and Matthew Felbein played piano as people were 
gathering. In addition, Matthew continues to play piano 
and organ in our worship services. 
 

Eagle’s Wings Youth Auction: The March 3 annual 
Youth Auction was held and the theme was 
SHOWTIME!   Brett Baleskie and Wendy Perry 
choreographed our dances. 34 Students were involved on 
stage singing and dancing and another three students 
were involved on the tech crew. We had several teams of 
volunteers who planned decorations, served on the 
kitchen team, coordinated the auction, and helped with 
tech, finance, clean up, etc.  A delicious menu was served 
by junior high students and approximately $23,000 was 
raised for our youth program (Ministry tour, Spring 
Mission Trip, Youth Gathering and scholarships). 
 

Baccalaureate: On May 19, our 10:30am service 
honored graduates with a Baccalaureate service. The 
seniors were presented with Our Saviour's blankets that 
were made by volunteers.  
 

Eagle’s Wings Ministry Tour: June 7-14 in New York, 
27 members of the Eagle's Wings choir and six adults 
participated in our annual ministry tour to New York City. 
The youth were singing and serving around the NYC area 
as well as in nursing homes in Ohio and New York.  
 

Children's Musical: The Seraphim Choir, directed by 
Caitlin Skrbec and Cherubim Choir, directed by Kierstin 
Spayer, presented “Feeding the Five Thousand...the 
Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes” at the 5:00pm and 
10:30am worship services. Parents organized the ice 
cream social following the 10:30am service. A portion of 
the musical was presented in April to the Celebration 
Campus.  Sound for the show was provided by our youth, 
David Thompson and Jack Reif, as well as our adult 
leaders Chris Brown and Matt Bain. The show was 
accompanied by John Beed, Shelley May Hutchison, and 
Johanna Lewis. 



Worship and Arts Continued… 

Cherubim Choir: The choir was filled with love, 

energy, and talent as they shared in worship every 

month at both campuses. 

Seraphim Choir: Sang at both campuses one to two 

times a month. The choir welcomed three new 

members who have never sung in one of our youth 

choirs before.  

Praise Express & Praise Percussion: served in our 

10 and 10:30am services one to two times a month. 

The youth also served on our two Youth Leadership 

Sundays as well as leading SAMBA on March 3.  

Summer Camps 

Fine Art Camp had 47 students involved in two fine art 

camps. Students learned to sing, dance, play 

percussion, act, cook, draw and paint, sew and much 

more. Teachers included Jan Dusek, Ed Perry, Wendy 

Perry, Briget Taylor, Chris Brown, Jill Ryan, Julie Shatz, 

Judy Beirne, Jessica Moore, Kierstin Spayer, Lynne 

Sherman, Deanna Moore, Melissa Tetlow.  

Elementary Music Theater Camp, a new elementary 

camp, had 10 youth involved and they presented The 

Lost Boy by composers Allen Pote and Tom Long.  
 

Geometry + Doodles + A Drawing, another new 

camp, was led by Lynne Sherman. Lynne worked with 

the young elementary students drawing many different 

creations from simple shapes. 

CARE Worship:   

Our team of musicians Irma Bravin, Krista Lovisa and 

Judy Swanson and worship assistants Jan 

Danchisen,  Cindy Hueneke and Betty Wik and Pastors, 

John, Brian and Emily continues to provide worship 

services once a month at Tabor Hills Assisted and 

Nursing facilities, Community Rehab and Brookdale 

Assisted Living. 

Celebration Worship Team: 

We have created some exciting new opportunities for 

people to join the band and serve in different ways at 

Celebration. Our newest and biggest addition to the 

team this year has been Tyler Henderson who has 

played keyboard, drums, guitar,and also sings. He has 

been instrumental (pun intended) in trying to help 

revitalize our men’s choral as the director of that 

ensemble as well.   

Other ways that we found to make an impact at 

Celebration is by reaching out to our newly graduated 

young adults to keep them involved. We’ve created a 

“Boy Band” to recruit new guys to sing and/or play. We 

have found a place for Cal Hudson (who has special 

needs) to play percussion in our band. He has been 

playing drums on a piece of carpet during worship and 

finally feels comfortable enough to come play while his 

mom (Kristyn Reed) sings AND…for the first time ever, 

we had our Men’s Chorale join us at Celebration for a 

chance to come together as one church. We will 

continue to look for new ways to include others during 

worship. 

This was also the first year we had an Easter Sunrise 

Service at Celebration. What a joy it was for us to 

experience a true sunrise during that service when we 

celebrate our Risen Lord! We look forward to continuing 

this tradition there! 

Tech Team: 

This year we were able to replace two of the original 

projectors in our Celebration worship space. We also 

added a confidence monitor above the booth which has 

made a huge impact for our singers and those leading 

from the front. The addition of curtain dividers in this 

space allowed us to rearrange some of our lighting and 

add a couple new lights to help enhance our space, 

especially for children’s chapel. 

In addition to the new technology that we have added at 

the Celebration Campus, we have added new flat 

screen TVs to our Our Saviour’s Campus classrooms 

this year. This will allow for those spaces to be more 

functional for our teachers and for members who use 

those as meeting rooms or flex spaces. 

Running the sound and slides during worship is a very 

important and worship enhancing part of worship. And 

while we have added some new people to our tech 

team this year, we are still looking for more people to 

volunteer and help in this capacity. Are you one of those 

people? 



Administration 

Respectfully Submitted by Jean Jepson, Director of Communications and Administration 

 

Our Saviour’s Administration Team helps support functions that help the ministry and 

organization meet their long-term goals. This includes communications, facilities, accounting, 

human resources, and general administration support. During the past year, we continued to 

assess the efficiency and effectiveness within the administration functions to help develop 

plans that support the organization as a whole. Staff partners with various lay teams helps to support the goals of 

the individual ministries and the overall faith community.  

 

This past year, we have evaluated processes, developed best practices, and expanded our resources to better 

support the ministries and the overall faith community. Here are some of the results: 

• Outsourcing some of the janitorial services and restructuring the model of staff custodians has allowed us to 

hire evening and Saturday hosts which provide both a welcoming presence and an element of security. 

• Outsourcing the Information Technology functions has increased responsiveness with greater depth of 

support, provides continuous support, and has freed up operating funds. 

• Restructuring of the accounting functions has allowed us to implement appropriate checks and balances, 

strengthen processes conforming to recent audit recommendations, increased operational capacity depth to 

support budgeting, forecasting, and financial reporting, and free up operating funds.  

• Implementing Realm software helps leaders organize, manage, and communicate with team members and 

provides a detailed reporting structure.  

• Implementing a new key card system has provided additional security and created better ministry access . 

• Several completed projects help to keep our facilities clean, safe, and well maintained. (See the Property 

Report for more details.) 

 

We would like to express a special thank you to all the teams that help support the Administration Team with their 

time and talents. This includes the Properties Committee, Finance Committee, Human Resources Committee, 

DIY Team, Design Team, Realm Team, Communication Ministry Team, Saintly Stuffers, Proofing Team, 

Welcome Center hosts, Sunday Morning Hospitality Team, and those who help with individual projects as 

needed.   

 

Administration Staff Team  

We are grateful to the Administration staff team for their support with all the ministries areas and the entire faith 

community.  

• Debbie Montrose - Communications, Sunday Morning Hospitality, and New Members 

• Holly McKinney - Worship Administration 

• Michelle Hamilton - Realm updates, scheduling of space, and other administration 

• Kathy Clolinger - Accounting 

• Greg Norgaard - Facilities Manager 

• Mike Freeburg, and Kyle Hamilton -  Custodians 

• Welcome Center Evening Hosts: Edward Thomas, Sabrina Montrose, Sara Swindall, Lorraine Schuler, and 

Linnea Seaman   

• Interim Staff - Susan Gere: General Administration and Cindy Novak: Communications 



The current Property Committee was formed in October 

2016. The purpose of the Committee is to help plan, 

facilitate, and monitor the maintenance and 

improvement of Our Saviour’s buildings, grounds/

landscape, equipment, interiors, and infrastructure.  

The Committee is not expected to actually perform the 

maintenance needed, as this is the responsibility of the 

administration.  

 Property Committee and Maintenance Projects and 

Accomplishments for 2019: 

• The major project completed was the rebuild of the 

bell tower at Our Saviour’s. This project took nearly 

four months and encompassed the reconstruction of 

the ends of both tower walls. The deteriorated 

conditions found in the ends of the walls by our 

contractor Harling (and affirmed by Raths, Raths, and 

Johnson, our engineering advisory firm) caused 

additional costs. The final cost, including the services 

of our engineering firm advisor, RRJ, was $227,500. 

In addition, we found that we needed to install revised 

lightening protection at a cost of $4,800 for the 

lightening protection system by our provider, Tom 

Hamilton.  

• Organ cleaning was done by Ericksen, Christian, & 

Associates in July 2018 at Our Saviours Campus at a 

cost of $35,000. 

• Facilitated two Eagle Scout projects: Rebuilding the 

retainer walls on the north side of the education wing 

and repaired/built railing and benches on the west 

side of the Our Saviour’s Campus building. 

• Upgraded the HVAC Metasys Control system at the 

Celebration Campus. 

• Installed a new hot water tank at Our Saviour’s. 

• Completed a number of security and safety checks at 

both campuses. 

• Continued the conversion of interior lighting to energy 

efficient LED. 

• Finalized formal HVAC maintenance contracts 

supporting both campuses. 

• Implemented  key card system at both campuses and 

replaced the locks on all exterior doors for improved 

safety, security, and efficiency at a cost of $11,830. 

• Seal coated the parking lot and applied new striping 

at Celebration Campus done by our supplier Maul. 

• Designing and installing a new sign at Our Saviour’s 

Campus along Washington Street, coupled with 

relocation of the Cross and a new flood light to 

illuminate it, to be done by the end of June 2019. The 

cost of the sign is being covered by the Memorial 

Committee in honor of Ms. Frutchey.  

• Finalizing supplier proposals to re-shingle the slanted 

Sanctuary roof. This is hoped to be finalized and 

completed by the end of June or July 2019. 

• Asked the DIY (Do It Yourself) team to formally join in 

the Property Committee and help with appropriate 

repair and maintenance issues at both campuses. 

This team, just this year, has accomplished well over 

100 projects. Their services and support has been 

invaluable! 

 

Property Committee and Maintenance Projects and 

Accomplishments 2019/20 and beyond:  

We have initiated a five-year planning process for major 

repairs and replacements. The current five-year plan is 

attached with projected timing and cost estimates, plus 

a brief overview of each. These are a selection of some 

of the projects: 

• Multiple roof leaks to be repaired. 

• Planned replacement of roofs K and J over the 1990 

addition at Our Saviour’s Campus; and at the same 

time, replacing at minimum two of the three HVAC 

systems on Roof K, given their mechanical and repair 

issues. The mechanical systems need to be removed 

from Roof K during the repair.  

• Sump pump and power backup for Celebration 

• New flooring in main areas of Our Saviour’s  

• Sealcoat and re-striping Our Saviour’s parking lot. 

• Evaluation of various HVAC systems at Our Saviour’s 

to plan the repair or replacement . 

• New dual sump pump system at Celebration, 

potentially supported by a power backup system. 

Property Committee Members: Jim Harms, Jim Hiner, 

Jean Jepson, Brett Lindberg (Church Council Liaison), 

Dave Schramm, Jeff Travis, Bob Turnquist, and Mark 

Witt.  

 

Property Committee  

Submitted by Jim Harms, Property Chairperson 



Financials  
Submitted by Rick Lebeck, Church Treasurer.  

Operating Fund: Member giving is up $62k vs. budget.  Other revenue 

is up $12k.  Headcount costs are favorable $79k due to open positions 

throughout the year.  Cost control measures remain in effect with $77k 

saved across various cost categories.  Fiscal year ending June 30, 

2019 is projected to net a surplus of $230k vs. budget allowing $181k 

additional mortgage principal payments, $12k allocated to the capital 

projects reserve, and $37k allocated to the operating reserve. 

Children’s Center Preschool Fund: Tuition revenue is up $6k vs. 

budget.  The fiscal year is projected to net a surplus of $7k, after $170k 

benevolence to the operating fund to support mortgage, administrative 

and property costs.  Enrollment is essentially at 100% capacity. 

Restricted Funds: Endowment increased $36k to $205k.  Memorials 

decreased $87k to $121k as funds were applied in various ways, 

including new divider curtains in the Celebration gym, new baptism 

fount at Celebration, down payment for a new sign outside 815 S. 

Washington property, and debt reduction.  As budgeted, operating fund 

transferred $173k to the Mission & Benevolence Committee during the 

fiscal year, with additional Mission capital added through fundraisers.  

As forecasted, the capital projects reserve decreased $269k to $232k 

with $239k spent to repair the bell tower.  Projected capital spending for 

the upcoming fiscal year is $397k, pending Congregation 

approval.  Also pending Congregation approval is a $200k balance 

sheet transfer of cash from the unrestricted operating reserve to the 

restricted capital projects reserve.  Finally, $150k is included in the 

upcoming fiscal year’s operating budget to ensure a capital projects 

reserve is in place twelve months from now.  

Mortgage Principal: Mortgage principal balance was reduced by $1 

million during the fiscal year, which decreased the loan length by five 

years.  Today our outstanding balance is $1.1 million, which is a 

reduction of $5.6 million from the original $6.7 million May 2011 

balance.  Current monthly payment (3.9% interest) is $19k, and the 

mortgage will be paid in full in April 2025. 

Summary: All funds remain segregated and held in dedicated accounts 

for their intended purpose. Annual financial statement review by outside 

auditors is scheduled for August 2019, and a review of our accounting 

processes by outside auditors will take place in March 2020.  Operating 

expenses support our strategic initiatives and are in line with member 

giving.  Our financial condition continues to improve, but two challenges 

remain.  First, $1.5 million of capital projects are forecasted over the 

next five years vs. a current reserve of $232k.  Secondly, reserve levels 

for general operations and endowment are not at ideal levels when 

forecasting past this fiscal year.  The Lord continues to bless us, and He 

will provide answers to the challenges ahead. 

Mission                 
Endowment Fund 
From the Endowment Fund Committee 

  

The Mission Endowment Fund distributed 

$5,500 in 2018, based on the distribution 

calculations in our bylaws. 

 

∙ Dan Beirne and Sarah Swindall received 

seminary scholarships of $1,500 each. 

∙ The balance of the distribution was used 

for ongoing congregational missions. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to 

share this way in God’s mission and 

ministry. 

 

The balance of the Mission Endowment 

Fund on 12/31/2018 was $157,295. (The 

balance on 12/31/2017 was $116,701.) 

We are thankful for the estate gifts and 

other gifts received during the year which 

have increased the value of the fund. The 

amount of each year’s distribution is 5% of 

the three-year average balance 

 

We thank David Novak and Jim Hiner who 

will complete their time on the Mission 

Endowment Fund in June of 2019.  The 

Nominating Committee is making a 

recommendation to Council for new 

members of the team. 

  

Our objective for the coming year is to 

continue to grow the fund, while 

encouraging members to have an up-to-

date will or estate plan (whether or not 

Our Saviour’s is included as a 

beneficiary). 

 

For this past year, the Mission 

Endowment Fund Committee Members 

were:  

-David Novak 

-Jim Hiner 

-Susan Miller 

-Todd Peterson 

-Pastor John Gerike 



Church Budget 
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