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Like most US based businesses, Habitat for Mis-
sions has been impacted by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  Worksites in Michigan, Indiana and Florida were 
shut down as state governments issued stay in place 
orders.  Volunteers from neighboring communities 
were no longer able or willing to travel to projects 
under construction.  As a result, houses that were 
scheduled to be put on the market in May would not 
be ready for sale until August or September. 
 
So, what’s the big deal?  What difference does it 
make if you’re a few months behind in your work?  
Well, in business, as in comedy, timing is every-
thing.  We anticipated that the sale of  at least one 
home this spring would provide the capital needed 
to complete other projects as well as repay investors. 
These delays caused Habitat for Missions serious 
cash flow issues which if unresolved would have 
created a crisis. 
 
So, what did we do?  Like believers over the centu-
ries, we cried out to God for his help and stepped 
out in faith.  In March, numerous investors were 
contacted and provided with all the relevant infor-
mation. Most agreed to extend their interest free 
loans until at least one of our properties sold.  HFM 
Board members loaned additional capital as they 
were able. Once the stay in place orders were lifted, 
we redoubled our efforts to complete at least one 
project and get it on the market. We applied for and 
received Federal Government assistance for salaries. 
But, even with all this, we were still $91,000 short 
of having the $900,000 needed to complete the four 
major projects under construction. 
 
The four members of our Executive Committee met 
the third week of June to consider drastic options.  
Do we default on repaying loans?  Do we delay pay-
ing salaries for a period of time.  Do we only  make 
partial payments to missionaries?  Do we shut down 
some projects until one is completed and sold?  
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In the end, we decided to stay the course and trust 
the Lord to provide the resources needed.  All our 
missionaries would receive their support on time.  
All construction would continue if there were volun-
teer workers available.  All remaining loans would 
be paid on time because we were asking and trusting 
the Lord to provide!! 
 
On June 20 a $15,000 loan was received from a Flor-
ida  investor. On June 21 an Indiana church voted to 
loan HFM an additional $10,000.  On June 24th I 
visited the South Bend project house to meet with the 
Christian realtor who is staging and selling the prop-
erty pro bono. I shared the cash flow issues  HFM 
was facing due to the delays caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic.  He asked, “How much do you need?”  
I replied, “$66,000.” He immediately responded “I 
have an investor who I think can cover that.”  The 
money was wired to us June 30th.  Oh, by the way, 
on July 1st we received a Federal Government loan 
for $24,500.   It only took 7 DAYS for them to ap-
prove the loan and wire the money into our account. 
Praise God who honors faith and answers prayer!! 


