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Murphy’s Law mandates, “Anything that can go 
wrong, will go wrong.”  For years I thought this was 
the lament of a pessimistic Irishman.  In fact, it was 
the mantra of Dr, John Stapp, a brilliant American 
scientist. Dr. Stapp believed that his amazing career 
could be explained by his attention to detail..  He 
considered all the possible things that could go 
wrong before doing a test and then acted to counter 
them.  For him, preparing for the worst guaranteed 
success. 
 
HFM endorses Murphy’s Law.  Before purchasing a 
property, we asks a reputable Christian realtor to 
provide us with “comparables”, the price for which 
similar homes have recently sold in the area.  It 
gives us a pretty good idea of the eventual sale price 
of our property once it is fully developed.  
BUT...sometimes prices go up, sometimes they go 
down.  So when I report anticipated profit for a spe-
cific project, I publish a low end number.  Remem-
ber, we run on Murphy’s Law. 
 
Before HFM begins the renovation process, we cre-
ate a detailed plan of the work to be completed as 
well as the anticipated cost of materials and labor.  
BUT, as a predecessor of Mr. Murphy once noted, 
“the best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.” 
Thus, we add a 17% contingency to the financial 
budget in anticipation of the unexpected.  Thank you 
Robby Burns, and Mr. Murphy. 
 
This past month, HFM purchased it latest invest-
ment property in Largo, Florida in partnership with 
the disaster relief organization, Beyond the Storm.  
This amazing 501c3 not for profit, recruits, trains 
and deploys Christian volunteers to minister to fami-
lies devastated by natural disasters.   
 
Most of us aren’t prepared for the impact caused by 
a tornado or a hurricane but Beyond the Storm is. 
They are systematically preparing a growing number 

I ssue 71 

March 2020 

Murphy ’s Law  

Visit us on the web:  www.habitatformissions.com 

Habitat for Missions generates financial support 
for missionaries by mobilizing volunteer workers 
to flip properties across North America.                                                                         
         Founders: Rev. Bill and Daphne Foster 

of volunteers to come along side  and assist those 
whose homes and lives have been affected by the 
unexpected.  They are the embodiment of Murphy’s 
Law.  Just like Joseph prepared for the seven years of 
famine during the seven years of plenty, BTS is pre-
paring today to help with the disasters that tomorrow 
may bring. 
 
That help includes so much more than rebuilding a 
home, it involves rebuilding lives.  During their three 
deployments to Panama City, BTS volunteers saw 
fives families come into a relationship with Jesus, 
including a single Mom whose house had been 
flooded by hurricane Michael.  For the first time in 
her life she heard the gospel message and gave her 
life to Jesus.  At the team’s closing celebration ser-
vice she gave her public testimony.  “That hurricane 
was the best thing that ever happened to me.” Over 
the past 18 months, she has been disciple and joined 
a local congregation.  Praise God! 
 
The anticipated profit of $40,000 from this HFM 
project will enable BTS to continue their ministry. 

Largo, FL Project for Beyond The Storm 


