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No.  The heading is not a typo.  It is a Nigerian prov-
erb in its original language which when translated in-
to English states, “It takes a village to raise a child.”   

 

This same sentiment of interdependence and commu-
nal responsibility is echoed in many other African 
cultures. The Swahilis say, “One hand does not nurse 
a child”, while the Tanzanian proverb declares “One 
knee does not bring up a child”.  Bottom line…we 
need each other to achieve optimum success. 

 

In many ways, Habitat for Missions is my “baby”.  
Daphne and I gave birth to the organization in 2005 
out of our passion for Christian missions.  We wanted 
to financially support other missionaries the way so 
many individuals and churches had supported us 
while we served overseas for 31 years.  Initially, we 
hoped that HFM would generate $10,000 a year by 
flipping a house with volunteers.  In 2018, our dream 
is to produce $200,000 by developing at least six 
properties.   

 

“It takes a village to raise a child.” 

 

The growth and maturation of HFM could have never 
taken place without the contributions of the broader 
Christian community.  There are far too many indi-
viduals to mention everyone in this brief article so 
I’m going to focus on just one couple that symbolize 
“the village”… Gary and Kathy Crandall. 

 

When their church partnered with HFM on a flip in 
2010, the Crandalls volunteered to accept the ac-
counting responsibilities for the project.  But when 
the work on the house stalled, Gary and Kathy also 
recruited friends and family to join them in painting 
the interior of the four bedroom home.  Their leader-
ship, dedication and accounting skills were essential 
in this renovation ending successfully.  Little did we 

I ssue 64 

February  2018 

“Oran a azu nwa” 

Visit us on the web:  www.habitatformissions.com 

Habitat for Missions generates financial support 
for missionaries by mobilizing volunteer workers 
to flip properties across North America.                                                                         
         Founders: Rev. Bill and Daphne Foster 

Gary and Kathy Crandall 

know that their contribution was a foreshadowing of 
what was to come. 

 

In early 2014, Daph shared that she really wanted to 
retire as the CFO of Habitat for Missions.  HFM was 
rapidly growing and she felt overwhelmed with the 
increased accounting responsibilities.  But who 
would take over her role? 

 

Daphne began to pray and God brought the Crandalls 
to mind.  Meanwhile, Gary and Kathy were prepar-
ing for retirement and looking for some avenue of 
Christian service at which they could work as a team.  
Both had careers in accounting!  Both were passion-
ate about missions!  After their retirement in 2015,  
Daph mentored HFM’s future CFOs and the rest is 
history. 

 

Since assuming their new role, Gary and Kathy have 
instituted new accounting and reporting procedures.  
They have worked tirelessly with our new Director 
of Operations to prepare budgets and develop strate-
gies for financial sustainability. I guess its true.   

“It takes a village to raise a child.” 


