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Eunice Powell still exudes the vibrant smile, the suave style, the 
sharp wit and vivid memory of most women as she celebrated her 
25th birthday.  There’s just one catch...she actually  turned 100 on 
the day.  This is the sort of thing that happens when you’re born on 
February 29! 
 

Mrs. Powell was born Eunice Gunter Feb. 29, 1916...a leap year.  
Leap years have one additional day to keep the calendar year syn-
chronized with the astronomical year.  That means that this year 
Eunice celebrated her birthday on the actual  day of her birth for 
only the 25th time. 
 

I was privileged to join her family and friends at Faith Wesleyan 
Church (Lakeland, FL) to celebrate her new status as a centenari-
an.  The family had planned on renting a larger venue for the occa-
sion, but Eunice would not consider any other place for the party 
than “her church” .  At age 17, she had met her husband Harold 
Powell at  the First Church of the Nazarene, now known as Faith 
Wesleyan.  They were married  two years later.  Over the next 72 
years, they raised their four children to love and serve the Lord.  
Though Harold passed away in 2008, the remaining Powell clan 
still worships together at their family’s church, Faith Wesleyan! 
 

So, do we pay tribute to someone just because they have lived a 
long life?  No, we honor them because they have lived well for 
their whole life.  Eunice is a modern day Caleb, as strong in her 
service for God in the autumn of her life as she was during her 
youth.  Her involvement with Habitat for Missions is a case in 
point.   
 

Although she is no longer physically capable of roofing a house or 
climbing a ladder to paint its walls, Eunice has been one of the 
most significant contributors to the success of HFM over the past 
six years.  On numerous occasions, she has provided interest free 
loans which we used to purchase and renovate properties.  She has 
inspired her family to provide additional interest free loans.  On 
three occasions, the LBA of  her church has also voted to loan 
HFM $45,000 for a year.  The return on these investments? 
$128,000 in missionary support!  
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HAPPY  25TH  BIRTHDAY ,  EUNICE !  

Habitat for Missions generates financial support 
for missionaries by mobilizing volunteer workers 
to rehab homes across North America.                                                                         
         Founders: Rev. Bill and Daphne Foster 

Visit us on the web:  www.habitatformissions.com 

Now Eunice has decided to donate 
money to the HFM  Legacy Fund 
which will be used to purchase and 
renovated homes every year.  Based 
on our past 10 years of experience, 
her donation should provide  
$15,000 in annual missionary sup-
port  in perpetuity. 

 

Needless to say, I wanted to express 
our appreciation to Eunice in a spe-
cial way on her birthday.  I arranged 
Skype conferences with several of 
the missionary families which HFM 
supports so they could thank her 
personally for her massive contribu-
tion and to wish her a Happy 25th 
Birthday!  

Eunice Powell, 100 years young 


