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This past week, my wife and I were walking the dogs when a pair 
of exercising adults passed us on the street.  Casual greetings were 
exchanged before they asked, “Do you live in the house with the 
Prius?  We noticed your license plate.   You used to live in Indi-
ana?  We did too.”  Little did we know that we had a lot more in 
common. 

 

Before Indiana, they had lived near Buffalo, NY.  Daph had grown 
up in Rochester, NY.  They continued, “We lived in a little town 
you probably never heard of….Warsaw.”  Daphne’s eyes lit up.  “I 
was born in the Warsaw hospital.”  The intrigue became palpable 
as Jeffrey continued, “I just retired after 25 years of working at 
Attica prison.”  Daph’s jaw dropped.  “My cousin used to work at 
Attica.  Do you know a Dale Cooley?”  “Are you kidding me?  
We’re best friends.  He was at our house last week, just a few 
blocks from here!” 

 

Small world, isn’t it. I guess that’s the premise behind Frigyes  

Karinthy’s theory that everyone is six or fewer steps away from 
every other person in the world, thus the phrase “six degrees of 
separation”.  It seems as though Habitat for Missions is experienc-
ing this on a regular basis.  Our latest renovation project is a case 
in point. 

On  January 3, we launched a project in Central, SC in partnership 
with Southern Wesleyan University and United Wesleyan.  The 
profits for this renovation have been designated for Ben and 
Heather McEuen, GP missionary candidates to Europe.  Ben grew 
up with Matthew Murray, Founding Director of CODE Ministries.  
HFM had generated about $40,000 for Matt’s ministry so he sug-
gested to Ben that we might also be able to help him with his fi-
nancial support.   

 

Last year I drove to South Carolina to meet with the McEuens and 
representatives from Southern Wesleyan University.  Much to my 
surprise, I discovered that this wasn’t our first encounter.  Ben and 
Heather had actually taken the Short Term Mission  course taught 
by Daph and I while students at Indiana Wesleyan University.      
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It was  while on that mission trip to 
Spain that their relationship was solid-
ified, and now they’re returning to Eu-
rope as a married couple. 

 

Recently I had an email conversation 
with a local church Missions Director 
in South Dakota.  They were investi-
gating the possibility of partnering 
with us on a local renovation to gener-
ate additional funds for their mission-
aries.  To illustrate what HFM does, I 
mentioned that we were  about to 
launch a new project in South Carolina 
for Heather and Ben McEuen, to 
which he replied, “I’m married to her 
cousin!”  Six degrees... 
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Would you live here? 
United Wesleyan Church  

News Release 
United Wesleyan Church located at 738 

Rice Road in Easley, SC has partnered 

with Southern Wesleyan University and 

Habitat For Missions to support a full-time 

missionary couple that are serving in   

Vienna, Austria.  

United Wesleyan has purchased a house 

in Central at 1193 Norris Highway and will 

be remodeling the home to re-sell. 90% of 

the profits will go toward supporting the 

McEuens and 10% will go toward start-up 

capital for the next HFM project.  

Several volunteers from United Wesleyan 

and SWU are serving on this project. Other 

churches, as far away as Hickory, NC are 

providing labor and supplies to see this 

project completed.  

Rev. Tim Jones, Lead Pastor at United 

Wesleyan says, “This is an exciting way to 

raise funds for world missions.  It makes 

stronger bonds with missionaries and cre-

ates greater church unity.  These projects 

also go along with the vision of United 

Wesleyan Church as we desire to evange-

lize and minister to the world.”  

“We invite anyone who would like to volun-

teer their skills towards this project to con-

tact Jeff Galloway at 864-423-7804 or 

Michelle Bryant at 864-360-9588.” 

It’s one of the first questions we ask ourselves before purchasing 
a property for HFM.  The price may be right, but is the home in 
the right location?  Would I choose to live here?  In the case of 
our most recent purchase near Central, SC...the answer is a     
resounding “YES!” 

 

Located on almost two acres of wooded land, this two bedroom 
brick homes comes with a little stream running through the back 
yard and a deer stand.  The interior features a cozy fireplace and 
hardwood floors.  Some might call it a little piece of paradise.  I 
call it an excellent opportunity to make money for missions. 

 

Under the able leadership of professional builder, Jeff Gallaway 
volunteers from United Wesleyan Church and Southern Wesley-
an University will spend the next five months renovating this 
home with a keen eye to maximizing our profit margin.  Short 
term mission teams from other Wesleyan congregations will bol-
ster the pool of tradesmen because of their desire to support the 
McEuens. 

 

Ben and Heather are presently in Vienna, Austria taking an in-
tensive language course as they prepare for ministry among Is-
lamic immigrants.  As most would be aware, Europe is being 
flooded by refugees from Syria, fleeing civil war.  God is raising 
up missionaries like the McEuens to serve among these dis-
placed families and share the gospel of Jesus.  You might say, 
He has asked Ben and Heather, “Would you live here?”  They 
too have answered with a resounding “Yes!”  HFM has a small, 
but privileged part to play in sending them to the mission field 
through the renovation of this house in Central, SC.   
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