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Dr. Don Bray, former Director of Global Partners once said to 
me, “Missionaries don’t make sacrifices...their parents do.”   
As a former missionary and present grandparent, I know ex-
actly what he meant. 
 

When my family boarded a plane for Australia in 1973, we 
were so full of excitement that I never noticed the tinge of sad-
ness on my father’s face.  Oh, don’t misunderstand...he was 
proud of  me and grateful that I was responding to the call of 
God on my life, but his health was failing and he knew that he 
might never see me again in this life.  To release your children 
to serve others at the cost of no longer having them present in 
your own life...well that’s sacrifice.   
 

To release your children to missionary service is also to release 
your grandchildren to the daily love and care of other senior 
adults.  My daughter, born in Australia, never knew my Dad.  
My son grew up calling a couple in our Melbourne church 
“Nanna Peg and Poppi Cliff”.  They attended my children’s 
birthday parties and school functions, but more to the point, 
my parents missed out.  Missionaries don’t make sacrifices, 
their parents do. 
 

In the past few years, I’ve observed another example of this 
principle as the parents of missionary candidates sacrificed 
untold hours for their children.  Bob and Darlene Murray are a 
case in point.  Their son Matthew has served in Thailand while 
leading CODE Ministries.  This fledgling organization was 
strapped for cash so Mom and Dad recruited their local Wes-
leyan congregation to join them in an HFM renovation.  Work-
ing weeknights and almost every weekend, the Murrays and 
their team of volunteers completed the development of new 
offices for the Southern Tier Pregnancy Resource Center, sav-
ing that organization $18,000 while generating over $9,000 
for their son’s ministry.  No sooner was that job completed, 
than they commenced a second HFM project.  Even though the 
home will not be finished until next month, it is already sold 
with a projected profit of $35,000!  That will provide a huge 
influx of financial support for Matt...but the real sacrifice has 
been made by his parents and their friends. 
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Habitat for Missions generates financial support 
for missionaries by mobilizing volunteer workers 
to rehab homes across North America.                                                                         
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Bob Murray  -  “Missionary  Father” 

GP Missionaries Cory and Emilie Munsell 

 

Matt’s parents aren’t the only ones making this 
kind of sacrifice.  A few years ago, Nicole 
Schara’s parents led a renovation in NY that pro-
duced over $30,000 in missionary support.  
More recently, the parents of Cory and Emilie 
Munsell slaved for nearly two years on one large 
and one small HFM project,  but generated 
$12,000 in missionary support for their children.  
And now, another set of parents is about to take 
the sacrificial plunge. 
 

Kris and Mark Dekker are the parents of  Saman-
tha , a missionary serving in Uganda.  Her Mom 
and Dad have inspired Daybreak Church 
(Hudsonville, MI) to partner with HFM on a lo-
cal renovation.  Lord willing, we will close on the 
purchase of an investment property before the 
end of this month.  It will generate funds for Sam 
and others from their congregation, all possible 
because of the  sacrifice of THEIR PARENTS!  
You see, missionaries aren’t the only ones who 
make  sacrifices, their parents do too. 


