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How does a congregation with an average Sunday at-

tendance of less than 100 respond when God calls 

not one, but two of its young adults into missionary 

service?  Ask any member of the Wesleyan Church in 

Bridgeport, IL and they’ll tell you, “Size doesn’t matter 

to God”. 

 

For the past year, Rev. Dale Munsell had been telling 

his congregation that God was not limited in what He 

could do by their lack of numbers. It is an eternal,  

biblical truth.  

 “there is no restraint to the LORD to save          

              by many or by few.” I Sa 14:6b  

The Lord only required 300 in Gideon’s band to defeat 

the Midianites.  He only  needed a small shepherd boy 

to beat the giant, Goliath.  Why wouldn’t He use a 

small church in a small town to spread the gospel 

around the world.  But how does a congregation of 70 

with limited resources increase its missionary giving 

700% to support two of its own? 

 

It has begun with increased faith promise giving.  In 

the past 12 months, their annual missionary commit-

ment has grown from $4,000 to $10,000.  However, 

the biggest increase is being achieved through the 

donation of time and talent rather than further finan-

cial contributions.   

 

Bridgeport Wesleyan is the latest congregation to part-

ner with Habitat for Missionaries in a renovation pro-

ject.  HFM offered to buy a home in Bridgeport, IL and 

pay for the building materials needed in the rehab 

process if volunteers from the church would provide 

the labor.  Once sold, 90% of the profits would go to-

ward the support of their two missionary candidates.  
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The remaining 10% would be reinvested in the next Habi-

tat for Missionaries renovation. Their LBA voted to ac-

cept the offer and 30 adults signed up to work on the 

project. 

 

On October 2, I travelled to Bridgeport to inspect three 

potential investment properties.  At the end of the day, I 

met with one of the owners to negotiate the purchase 

price.  He was a retired Minister who had been on five 

short term mission trips to Africa.  A Christian realtor val-

ued the property at between $16,000 to $18,000.  To 

insure a reasonable profit, I planned on offering 

$10,000 in cash and a tax receipt for another $8,000 if 

they were willing to make that kind of donation.  After 

making a presentation of the HFM ministry I inquired 

what he wanted for the property, to which he responded 

“You can have it.  I don’t want anything for it.” Praise 

God!  

“there is no restraint to the LORD to save          

               by many or by few.” I Sa 14:6b  

 

Pastor Dale Munsell with missionary candidates,  

 Joanna Fouts and Corey Munsell  


